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THE 

H    I    S    T   O    R  Y 

d  F    T  H  E 

L     IF     E 

King    H£NRY    the    Seconds 

B      O     O     K       I. 

THE  clergy  having  fo  unaniriioilfly  de-  B  b  0  K  t. 
claredfor  Matilda,  alrrfoft  all  England^    '^'  ""^ 
was  induced  by.  their  powerfal  influ- 
ence, and  by  the  fear  which  the  defeat  and 
captivity  of  the   king   hid    brought   on   his  , 
party,  to  think  like\yi(e  of  fubmitting  to  the 
government  of  that  lady,    except  the  lingle 
county  of  Kent,  which  the  queen  maintained 
for   her   hufband,    with  the  affiftance  of  his 
favorite,  Willi  ana   of   Ipres.     This    general,  Vid.  aui^ofcs 
immediately  after   the  battle  of  Lincoln,  fe-^'^^^^-^^^^P''^ 
tired    thither   with    rtioft  of  the    mercenary     ' 
troops,  encouraged  the  people  of  that  county^ 
who  had  been  always  well-afFefted  to  Stephen, 
and  drew  to  his  ftandard  all  thie  brave  ft  of  that 
prince's  friends,  who  dally  came  in  from  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  i  fbme  of  them  hoping  to 
lerve  their  unfortunate  matter,  and  others  to  ob- 
You  IL  B  tain 
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BQO  KL  tain  better  conditions  for  themfelves,  by  re- 
"         maining  in  arms.     The  city  of  London  conti- 
nued doubtful  which   fbvereign  they  (hould 
own,  but  much  more  inclined  to  the  king  than 
to  Matilda,  for  near  two  months ;  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  that  princefs  having  advanced  as 
.   far  as  St.  Albans,  a  body  of  the  chief  citizens 
waited  oh  her  there,  and,  after  fome  treaty  with 
her,    conf^nted  to   receive   her  within  their 
walls.    *A  few  days   before  Midfommer  Ihe 
entered  into  that  city,  with  a  great  train  of 
fpiritual   and  temporal  lords,   and  .with   her 
unck,   the  King  of  Scotland,  who  came  to 
affift,  as  a  feudatory,  at  her  coronation.     She 
then  took  up  her  reticence  at  t\^  palace  of 
Weftminfter,   built    by  William  Rufus ;   and 
remained  there  fpme  tio^e,  to  order  and  com- 
pofe  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom.     Thp  earl  of 
Glocefter  fervcd   her  vvejl   in   this  neceffary 
work.     He  negotiated  with  the  barqns  of  the 
oppofite  faction,  allured  the  haqgbty  bycarefles, 
and  the  mercenary  by  promifes,  was  full  of  hu- 
manity, moderation,  and  courtefy,  in  all  his  de^ 
portm,ent*     Nor  did  he  merely  employ  fair  ap- 
pearances, or  fmpoth  words,  to  reconcile  the  in- 
clinations of  the  people  to  that  change  which 
his  fword  had  efFedled  j  but,  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  which  had   efpoufed  his  fifter*a 
caufc,  or  fubmittcd  to  her  power,  he  tried  %9 
reform  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  reftoce 
the  good  ancient  laws  ;  being  thoroughly  fenfi- 
ble,  that  more  ftability  would  be  given  to  go- 
vernment, by  thefe  afts  of  beneficence,  than  by 
force  and  fear,  to  whlcb,  he  knew,  the  Ipirit  of 
:     ,  ..  ...      thp 


tlie  |5eople  douM  ndt  long  be  fubjeiftcc!.     HadBOOK;  t 
(he  been  guided  by  his  wifdom^   the  tvhole"  '  ^  ^"'"^ 
kingdom  would  foon  have  acknowledged  her 
fovereignty,  without  further  oppofitioii :   but 
all  his  endeavours  wefe  defeated  by  the  peri 
verfeneli  of  hef  dondufl:.     l^he  pride  and 
haughtinefs  of  her  temper  were   fo  Iwelled 
by  this  fudden  gale  of  profperity,  that  they 
bore  heir  faf  froirt  the  courfe  whidh  his  pru- 
dence defired  to  liiake  her  fteer.     Ftotii  the 
day,  in  which  the  king  was  delivered  to  her  a 
prifbiier,  her  looks,  heir  ihien,  her  language^ 
Were    abfolutely   changed*     She   aflumed   an 
air  fo  iitiperious,  that  one  would  have  thought 
her  another  Semiramis,  giving  laws  to  a  na- 
tion lohg  accuftomed  to  fervittide ;  rather  tharl 
a  ptincefs  of  England,  making    heir    way, 
through  m&ny  obftacles,  to  the  limited  go-i 
vcrnment  of  a  free   people,   not  fufficiently 
Convinced  of  hef  fight  to  their  fealty.     Hei? 
Grandfather^  William   the  Cortqueror,    was  Vid;  auftoires 
hardly  radre  dcfpotick  at  the  end  of  his  reign, ^''^^•''*^"^'*' 
thaii  fhe  at  the  beiginniiig  of  a  yet  unaflured 
fend  uiifettled  authority,  even  before  the  crown^ 
fo  lately  worn  by  her  valiant  antagonift^  Was 
placfed  on  her  head.     Some  of  the  party  of 
Stephen,  who  tiame  to  offer  their  allegiance 
and  fenrices  to  her,  fhe  received  with  great 
coldnefs,  others  fhe.  drove  from  her  prcferice 
with  lipbraidings  and  threats.     All  the  graiiti 
made  by  that  prince^  even  thdfci  to  the  church^^ 
fhe  precipitately  revoked,  to  give  thciil  to  her 
favorites*     Frdm  thofe  who  had  fubmittcd  td 
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BOp K  .1,  ter^  (he  often  took  a  part  of  their  lands  and 
'.  .-.■.  pofleflions,  as  fines  for   their   paft  condudt ; 
and  thus  left  them,  at  the  bcft,  but  half  re- 
conciled to  her,  or  rather  fecret  enemies,  who 
naturally  felt  more  refentment  for  what  they 
had  loft,  than  gratitude  for   what'  they  rcr 
tained.     Bu.t  all  the  barons  who,  from  a  fenfc 
of  honor  or  fidelity,  delayed  to,  abandon  their 
•  late  mafter,  (he  wholly  deprived  of  their  ho- 
nors   and    eftates,    atid    conferred   them  on 
others ;  thus  rendering  them  implacable,  and 
keeping  up  a  head  of  oppofition  againft  her^ 
which  HO  time  could  remove.*    The  citizens 
of  London,  whom  (he  ought  to  have  parti- 
cularly courted,   were  treated  with  great  .Se- 
verity :  for  (he  not  only  denied  them  the  in- 
dulgence  they  alked,  of  being  governed  by 
the  laws  of  King  Edward  the  ConfeflTor,  but 
opprefled  .  them    by   arbitrary,  and   grievous 
exactions.  ^  They     reprefented    to    her    how; 
much  they  had  loft  of  that  opulence  they  for-* 
merly  had  enjoyed,  by  the  decay  of  their  trade 
and    other  public   calamities    attending    the 
war,    befides   the  high  demands  which  the 
late  government  had  often  made  upon  then;, 
land    which  they  durft    not    refufe.      They 
more  efpecially  pleaded  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  they  had  lately  fuftained,  in  making 
provifion  for  the  relief  of  their  poor,  againft 
an  imminent  danger  of  famine,  .which,  they: 
apprehended,  was  not  yet  entirely  removed, 
^nd  therefore  they  humbly  implored  her,  in 
f he  moft .  pathetic  terms>  to  moderate  her  de- 

mancl. 
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inand,  or,    at  leaft,  to  grant    them,    out  of  BOOK.  I. 
compaffion  to  their  prelent  great  diftrefs,  a'       ' 
Jonger  rime  for  the  payment ;  promifing  her,     • 
that,    when    peace    fliould  be  perfedly  efta- 
blifhed,    as   their   riches    would   increafe,  fb 
(hould  alfo  their  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  her 
.government.     But,    before   they   had    ended 
their    remonftrance,    with  rage  in  her  eyes, 
frowns  on  her  brow,   and   fuch  a  diforder  of 
paffion  as  equally  deftroyed    the   majefly  of 
the  queen  and  the  foftriefs  of  the  woman,  (he 
told   them,  that  they  had  frequently  tmd  la-. 
vi(hly  granted  their  money  to  Stephen,  for 
his    fupport,    and  to  her    detriment,    having 
been  long  combined  with  her  enemies,  as  (he 
had  felt  to  her  coft ;   and  thereford  they  muft 
iK)t  expe£t  that  (he  w^uld  (hew  any  lenity  to 
them,    or   remit  the  lead   part  of  the   fum 
(he  had  demanded.     So  ill  did  (he  underftand 
the  art  of  converting  fubdued  enemies  into 
friends,  which,    fo   far    as    it    can    be    done 
without  alienating  thofe  by  whife  afliflance 
they  were  fubdued,  is  of  all  arts  the  moft  ne-? 
Gcflary  in  revolutions  of  government ! 

Nor  was  her  behaviour  more  gracious  to 

her  friends  ihemfelves.     When  the  bi(hop  of 

Winchefter   and  the  earl  of  Glocefler  were 

fuitors  to  her  for  any  of  the  king's  party,  (he 

frequently    rejefted    their    interceffions    with 

";reat   rudenefs,    fufTering   them  to  kneel   to 

ler,  without  riling  up;    a  pride,  which,  con-. 

aftcd  with;  the  familiar  and  obliging  beha-* 

our  of  Steplien,  appeared  the  rnore  ofFen*^ 
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BOOK  L  (xv^e  and   infupportable  to  a  fre«  people.     In 
A.  p.  1 141,  ^^^^  ^^^  '^^^  brother,  to  whom  (he  ow^d  her 
fu.ccefs,  fuggeft  to  her  right  meafures,  and  a 
conduct  more  agreeable  to  that  ftate  (he  was 
jn»  and  to  the   temper  of  the  nation.     Nei- 
ther his  counfels,  nor  thoie  of  the  king  of 
Scotland,    her  'uncle,    could  prevail    againft 
the  di&ates    of-  her    impetuous   pailipns,  to 
which  (he  now  gave  fo  abfolute  a  fway,  that 
(he  made  little  ufe  even  pf  her  own  under- 
(landing,  which,  in  the  former  tranfa^iions 
of  her  life,  had  appeared  tq  be  muph  ftronge? 
and  fitter  for  goveniment^  than  could  be  imar 
gined  from  her  prefent  behaviour.     She  was 
indeed  quite  intojcicated  with  her  good  for-r 
tune,  and  coniidered  England  as  a  conquere4 
.  country,  upon  which  (he  might  trample,  at 
pleafure;    forgetting  that   moft  of  thole  hy 
ivhom  (he  hftd  conquered  had  foqght  for  free- 
dom, ai)d  that  even  the  vanqui(hed  party  wa^ 
not  fo  difpirited,  or  r^duped  tp  fuch  weaknefs, 
as  that  a  galling  and  defperate    refentmenfi 
might  not  yet  render  them  dangerous  to  her, 
efpecially   if  they  were  ftrengthened    by   ^ 
coalition  with  tho(e  whpm  iuterefl  alone  had 
made  her  friends.     But  while  (he  w^s  lulle4 
vy.  auaores  in  ^ij  the  fecurity  pf  infolent  folly,  and  in-  • 
citat.utfupia-j,gj^^  upon  nothing  but  her  jjpprosQhing  co- 
rpnation,  for  the  ce|-emomes  of  which  (he 
now  prepared,  with  all  the  impatience  ancj 
pleafure  of  a  woman  who  Ipved  the  pocnp  of 
foyalty  no  lefs  than  the  fubftance,  there  ^rofe 
^  fud4en  ftprm,  which  burft  \|pon  her  hpa4 
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with  great  fury,  and  drove  her  away  for  ever  BO  OK  L 
from  that  throne,  which  fhc  believed  herfelf  ^  ^  '  ^ 
juft  upon  the  point  of  afcending. ' 

There  is  no  kind  of  tyranny  that  will  fo 
foon  excite  a  revolt  in  a  great  trading  city;^  , 
as  an  oppreffive  taxation.  The  citizens  of 
London,  exafperated  at  the  burthens  laid 
upon  them  by  the  emprefs,  and  at  the  harfl)- 
nefs  of  the  anfwer  which  (he  had  returned  to 
their  petition  for  relief,  began  to  cabal,  and 
confult  together,  how  to  (hake  off  a  yoke  (p 
intolerable  to  therti.  While  their  tninds  were 
in  this  ferment.  King  Stephanas  queen,  a 
lady  whofe  virtues  even  his  enemies  honored, 
had  vainly  endeavoured  to  procure  for  him 
his  freedom,  upon  the  hard  conditions  of  rc- 
iigning  the  crown,  and  going  into  a  convent, 
or  to  the  Holy  Land,  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life  ;  which  the  chief  lor<lR  of  his  party  en- 
gaged he  (hould  do,  and  offered  Matilda  toVid.auaore« 
furreuder  their  caftles,  and  give  her  many*^"^*'"^^"?'^' 
hoftages,  to  fecure  to  her  the  performance  of 
this  Itipulation.  Nothing  but  an  implacable 
de(ire  of  revenge  could  hinder  her  from  ac- 
cepting fuch  a  propofal,  under  the  obligation 
(he  had  to  the  bi(hopof  Winchefter,  and  con-» 
(idering  how.  much  her  kingdom  would  fuf- 
fer  by  the  publick  tranquillity  not  being  ye* 
ftored.  Neverthelefs  (he  rejefted  it  with  an 
air  of  difdain  :  whereupon  the  queen,  who, 
with  the  gentlenefs  becoming  her  fex,  had  a 
itiafc'utine  courage,  and  knew  how  to  a£t,  at 
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BOOK  I.  proper  leafons,  both  with  vigour  and  prur 
dence,  commanded  her  forces  to  pafs  over 
the  river,  and  lay  waftp  the  whole  country 
under  the  walls  of  London  :  but  at  the  fame 
timCf  by  her  lecret  agents,  (he  invited  the 
citizens  to  confederate  with  her  agaiqft  thi3 
moft  arrogant  and  tyrannical  government ; 
fuggefting  to  theni  how  eafily  they  might, 
by  a  fudden  and  general  infurredion,  mak? 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  perfon  of  Matilda,  , 
and  fo  redeem  and  reftore  the  king.  They, 
who  now  were  in  equal  danger  of  Ipfing  their 
fortunes,  by  the  avarice  of  M^tild?,  and  by 
the  arms  of  the  queen,  determined  to  favc 
them  by  joining  with  the  latter,  whorii 
they  had  always  Ipvied,  again  ft  the  former, 
who  had  inflamed  their  ancient  diflike  of  hef 
into  a  furious  and  irreconcilable  hatred.  This 
refblution  would  have  been  e:^ecuted,"an4 
Matilda,  who  thought  that  (he  h^d  nothing 
to  fear,  becaufe  (he  faw  the  queen's  troops 
employed  in  ravaging  the  lands  of  the  citi-^ 
zen's,  would  have  been  taken  prifouer,  in  her 
palace  of  Weftminfter,  by  thofe  very  citizens, 
if  (he  had  not  been  opportunely  apprifed  of . 
her  danger,  by  gn  intelligence  fent  to  her 
from  one  of  their  body  :  upon  whiqh  fl^^  inir 
pediately  gave  the  ^lariqa  to  her  friends,  and, 
with  all  poflible  (ilence  and  fecre(y,  drevy 
thern  Infenfibly,  by  fmall  parties,  out  of  th? 
(city,  before  the  con(pirators  there  were  ready 
to  aft ;  then  mounting  on  horfeback  (he  re- 
tired in  a  military  manner  to  Oxford,  the  nq- 
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bles  who  attended  her  forming  with  their  fol- B o OK.  L 
lowers  a  ftrong  body  of  cavalry,  and  march-  ^      ^    ■  ^ 
ing  together,  in  good  order,  till  they  got   to 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  London.     The 
citizens,  who  had  hoped  to  furpirize  her  un- Y*^*  ^"^^'T* 
prepared,  were  quite  difconcerted  at  finding  ^^^^'"^  "^ 
that  their  plot    was    difcovered  ;    infomuch  ^ 
that  they  fufFered  her,  and  all  who  were  with 
her,   to  efcape   unmolefted,  fatisfying  them- 
felves    with  the  plunder   of  the  goods  they 
had   left  behind.     Probably,  it  was  the  too 
eager    defire    of   that    booty    which   chiefly 
flopped  their  purfuit ;    and    Matilda    got  off  J[^'^^;  ^;^ 
from    them,  as  Mithridates  is  faid    to    have  tion.  pro  lege 
cfcaped  from  the  Komans,  by  throwing  gold^*^*^^^* 
and  filver  in  their  way.     The  king  of  Scot- 
land, the  earl  of  Glocefter,  and  the  bifliop  of 
Winchefter,  went  with  that  princefs  to  Ox- 
ford ;  but  moft  of  the  other  barons  feparated,  Vld,  auaom 
and  repaired  to  their  feveral  homes,  before  {he"^^*"^^"P^^^ 
got   thither.     Nor  did  (he  ftay  long  in  that 
city  ;    but  went  to   Glocefter,   in    order    to 
conifer  with  Milo  Fitz-walter  on  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs*     After  fome  deliberation,  they 
returned  together  to  Oxford,  where  (he  now 
determined  to  refide.     This  baron  adhered  to 
her  in  all  the  changes  of  fortune  with  the 
piofl  fteady  fidelity,  for  which  (lie  now  re- 
warded  him  with  the  earldom   of  Hereford, 
Jle  .like wife  enjoyed  a  fuperior   (hare  of  her 
favour  and  confidence  ;  but  was  forced  to  pre- 
fer ve  it  by  a  more    flattering   complaifance 
ihao  her  |;rue  interefl  and  fervice  required: 

for 
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BOOK  L  fo^  fl^^  would  not  endure  any  advice  that  con- 
tVadided  her  humbur;  and,  as  he  owed  ib 
much  to  her  atfedion,  and  expedcd  ftill  mo^e, 
he  was  content  to  be  her  mhiifter  upon  her 
own  terms;  from  whence  it  happened  that 
his  great  abilities  w^ere  of  much  lefs  advan*- 
tage  to  her  thaq  might  have  been  expeded. 

The  bifhop   of   Winchefter  had  been  ex- 
tremely difguited   for  fome  time  ;    and  there 
is  reafon  to  think  that  the  confpiracy  at  Lon- 
don  was  formed  with  his  approbation:   yet 
he  concealed  his  refcntments  a  little  longer ; 
but  in  the  mean  while  gave  orders  that  the 
fortifications    of   his    caftle    at    Winqhefter 
Ihduld  be  repaired  and  augmented,  with  other 
precautions,  that  were  iiecefliry  to  put  him 
in   a  better  condition  of  opeuly  quarrelling 
with  Matilda.     He  then  made  a  requeft  to 
her,    which,    confidering   his   power  in  the 
church  and  ftate,  the  danger  of  a  breach  with 
him,  and  the  obligations  (he  had  to  him  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  one  (hould  have  fup- 
pofed  could  not  have  been  refufed.     What  he 
Vid.  auftorcs  g{j5.^^i  i^y^s  ^  graut  of  the  earldoms  of  Mor- 
^^"'•'^'^"^'^'tagne  and  Boulogne,  which  Stephen  had  held 
beirore  he  gained  "the  crown,  to  his  nephew 
Jitiftace,  that  king's  eldeft  fon.  .  And  furely, 
if  this  great  prelate  could  fo  far  give  way  to 
,    feafonsof  ftate,  or  rather  to  the  paflions  and 
revenge  of  Matilda,'  as  to  acquietce  in  her 
Jcecping  the  unfortunate  father  in  pri{on  for 
life,  which  fhe  now  fcemed  refolved  to  do,  it 
Wds  incumbent  upon  him,  by  all  the  obli- 
gations 
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Rations  'of  nature  and  duty,  to  fficw  thlsxe-BOOKJt 
||ard  at  leaft  to  the  innocent  fon,  who  had  an^'    '^"'"^ 
uuqueftionable    right   to   his   care   and    pro- 
teftion.     One  of  thefe  earldoms,  viz.  that  of 
Boulogne,  was  the  inheritance  of  that  princess 
mother,  and  not  in  the  power  of  the  emprefs*; 
(o  that  the  alking  her  for  it  was  only  a  com- 
pliment J  and  that  of  Mortagiie  was  a  fmall 
DC¥>n  in  return  for  a  crown.     Neverthelefs  fli? 
rcfufed  it,  perhaps  from  a  jealou fy  (he  had. 
conceived  of  the  bilhop :  but  however  juftly 
file  may  have  fufpefted  him,  by  denying  him 
&  favor   fo  reafonable  in  itfclf  (he  hurt  her 
own  caufe,  and  gave  him  a  fair  pretence  to' 
break  with  her  more   decently,    having  thfe  •* 
iroice  of  the  public  on  his  (ide.     After  this 
he  came  no  more  to  her  court,  though  often 
invited,    but    had    a   nieeting,    at   Guilford, 
with  the  queen,  his  fifter  in  law;  and  there    ^ 
IhVy    concerted    together^  all    the    meafures  ^ 
Which  they  thought  neceiJary'to  procure  thi 
reftoration  of  the  ki^g.^^^He  began  by  ab-  •    *    , 
Jblvlng  thofe,  whom  he  -hatf  before  excom« 
municated  for  adhering  to  that  princp,  and 
by  his  agents  and   eftiiflaries    fent  over    the 
wh6le   kingdom  gricvdus  complaints  againft 
the  emprefs,  affirming  that  (he  had  treache- 
roufly  formed  a  deiign  to  feize  his  perfon^ 
"had  broken  her  oath  given  to  him  and  all  thc^        : 
othef  •barons,    and   l^W   not   how   to   u(c 
power  with  moderation'.  •  Thefe  reports  much 
afiedled  the  irritable  •  ininds  of  the  people, 
upon   which  compafSbn   alfo  worked  very 

power* 
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BpOK  I.  powerfully,   at   this    time,    in  behalf  of  the 

7'*'*^  '  fci^^g-  For  the  emprefs,  whofe  temper  was 
naturally  vindiftive,  being  exafperatcd  by  the 
danger  (he  had  been  in  at  London,  and  the 
great  lols  her  parly  fufFered  from  the  revolt 
of  that  city,  vented  her  rage  on  the  perfon  of 
bcr  royal  captive,  and  laid  him  in  irons,  like 
a  common  malefactor,  againft  the  will  of  her 
brother,  the  earl  of  Glocelter,  whom.. thole 
who  flattered  her  paffions  accufed  to  her  of  * 

-";.-  ■        treating  him  with  Coo  much  indulgence.    Bu5 
the  ignominious   and    barbarous   ufage   of  a 
.prince,  whofe  dignity  (he  ought  to  have  re- 
'  •  •lpe<fied   for  the  fake  of  her  own,  excited  fuct^ 

•.   a  general    indignation   againft  her,    as  nof  a 
little  affifted  to  turn  again,  on.  his  fide/  riie 
often  varying  tfream  of  popular  favor.     The 
pepple  of  England  have  always,  been  good- 
natu;-ed.     Even  the  fpirit  of  parry  has  ijeyer 
had  force  enougli  to  deftrgy  the  Itrong  pjFMi- 
*/    '*  ciple  of  humatfity^in  them,.    When  theyAve.re 
•  .•  .told    that   tl^eir  4ip»reign*  was  loaded    v^jith 
irons,  they  fofgot'afi  Jiis  faults.     His  fuffer* 
ings  only,  and  the  inhun^au 'arrc^gance  of  Ma- 
.  tilda,  her   arbitrary,    violent,  oppreffivef  con- 
^duft,  were  now  jhe  general  fnbjeds  of  their 
..thought  and  difcaftrfe.     Tne  prefent  ref^nt- 
ment,  raifcd  by  thife,  overcame  and  ol;>liter 
rated,    in  the  minds  of  the  enemies  of  Ste- 
phen  themfelves,    their  .former    rahc#ur    a- 
.♦gainft  him;  while,  aitTUis  friends,  it  revived 
a  warmer  and  more  t^^yder  fenle  of  all  thofe 
xcn^aring  and  amifbjjc   qualities,    b^  which 
,     .  .  '     .  ,   '         *         he 
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he  h«d  formeriy  recommended  himfelf.to  thg^QO^J^  \^ 
afFedion  of  the  publick.  The  bi(hop  of  Win*  ' 
chefter,  whofe  ^yes  were  very  quick,  difcerlied 
this  change  in  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and 
iaw  that  he  /hotild  be  in  danger  of  lofing  all 
his  cred4t,  if  he  did  not  fall  in  with  it,  and  a£l 
for  tik  brother ;  :  which,  together  with  the 
(lights  he  had  received  fjx)in  the  cmprefs,  .and 
diflike  of  her  bebaviouri  made   him  rcfblve 

I  tO;  wndp  alt  he  h^  done  for  her  fert^ice,  and 
reftpre  the  king  v^hort)  bis  perftdy  had  coa- 
tribiatf^  ^/  d^hrOi^.  But,  as  he  bad  ndt:,yfct 
taken  an  open"  pjlrt  againft  her^  the  earl  of 
Glocefter,  •  who  knew  how :  d^etrimental  .the 
lofs^of  hitn  wpuld'be  to  Matilda,  thought  it 
expedient -tQ  try  all .  poiiible  means  to  regain 
him  .to  her  ip^rty:  with  which  intention  he 

I  made  him  an.  $|picable  ,  vifit  .at;  Winchefter  ; 
but  after  having  cjdnferred  with  him  he  fofand 
him'dctermiflfed,  .and  returning  to  his.  fiftci? 
con^rmed  her  jealoufy..  Upon,  the  report  he 
made  to  her^  without  coiifulting  witli  him,  .  '  '- 
or  letting  hiip:inito.  jl^e  fectet.  bf:hcr  delign^ 
(he  went  On  ijfudden'to.Wincbefter,  with^Uvki.  aucVrci 
the  force  (he  had  at  Oxford,  except  what  was*^^*^'  ^^^^P*^^ 
lieceflary  to  be  left  there  in.garrifbn,  hoping 
to  furpfize  apd^feizfe  the  biiShop.  •  But,  juft  as 
(he  was  eiitering.  at  ;one  gate  of  the  city,  he 
rode  out  at  another^  and  efcapi^d  to:his  caftlc  > 
whiehj,  by  the  defcription  we  have  of  it; 
feem^  to  ;have  t>egn .  fitu^ted  clofe*  to  tiie  walb 
upon  the  banks  ^of  the  river.  It  was  a  very 
ftrong_fortr8fj,v.V«eU  garriioncd,   and    ilored 

with 
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BOOK  I.  ^th  all  neceffariea  to  fuftain  a  long  liege,  by 
'^'     *  '    ^  the^care  of  the  bifhop^   who  had  pi'udently 
forefeet!  the  need  he  might  have  of  fuch  a 
timely  pfovifion.     His  efcape  difconcertcd  the 
mcafures  of  the  emprefs.     Having  failed  in 
her  intention  of  taking  him  by  furprize,  ihe 
fent  a  mef&ge  inviting  him  to  come  to  her 
court ;  but  he  was  too  prudent  to  be  caught 
in  fuch  a  fiiare.     Had  (he  fucceeded,  it  would 
have  been  a  very  dangerous  ad,  fo  far  to  vi- 
olate the  privileges  of  the  church  in  the  peribn 
of  a  legate,  and  draw  upon  herfelf,  not  onl/ 
the  enmity  of  all  the  £ngli(h  clergy,  in  whole 
affei^on  the  main  ftrength  of  her  party  theii 
lay,  but  alio  the  formidable  refentments  of 
Ronie.      Her  brother's  diferetion  would  ne* 
ver  have  permitted  her  to  a6t  fo  rafhly,  and 
therefore  ihe  did  not  confult  him;  wilful  and 
violent  tempers  being  afraid  of  fober  advice, 
even  from  their  bcft  friends.     As  flie  had  im* 
prudently  engaged  in  this  entcrprize,  fo  (he 
•A.  D.  xi4t.obftinately  purraed  it,  and  refolved  to  befiege 
the  bilhop  in  his  caftle;  remaining  herfelf  in 
tlie  royal  palace  of  Winchefter^  which  flood 
u  pon  a  hill,  without  the  Weft-gate,  and  was 
then  a  very  ftrong  fortrefs  j  but  lodging  the 
greater  part  of  her  troops  in  the  city,  the  in-* 
habitants  of  which  were  generally  inclined 
to  her  caufe.     The  forces  ihe  had  with  hei^ 
ttbt  being  fufficient  for  fo  great  an   under-i 
taking,  (he  fummoned  her  adherents  from  all 
parts  of  tho  kingdom.     Many  of  thofe^  whd 
had  fubmitted  to  her  after  the  battle  of  Lin** 

coln^ 


OF  KING   H51tRY  II,  %§ 

coin,  fyrfook  ibcr  naw,  and  went  over  to  Ste«*B  O  Oi$:  i. 

phen  ;  but  ajhi^pg  thpfe  wfaip  attended  her  to v*^^-' 

this  expedition,   or  ^  who  came  oa  her  fum- Y'^  auaorct 
moas,  wer^  David  king  of  Scotland,  Robert ^^*^"'  ^^^^ 
^arl  of  Glocefter,   FiegiuaAd    a_n^hei:  of  her 
iiatviral  brothers,  whom  (he  h^ad  m^^e  earl  of 
Cornwall,  Baldwkx  de  R^dvers  earl  of  De-» 
vonfhire^  Miio  earl  of  JHtprefprd,  Roger  earl 
Qf  VVafwick,  William  de  Mobun,  whom  (he 
there   rewvded  with  tihe.  earldom  of  Dorfet^ 
QeofFry^  Batecel^  brother  tp  Alan  earl  of  Ricb- 
mond,  and  Brian  Fitzcoogte,  locd  of  Waliag** 
ford  j^id  Abergavenny,  who  had  a  very: par4 
iifi^l^  ^ Ve  Hi  kfit  favor.     Thp  earl  of.  .Chcf« 
tor  alio  Gjaqapr  byt  later  than  the  others,  .aod 
wij^fe  very  fpw  fpUowers  ;    (b  that  he  did  her 
njp  fe.rviQ^  ^nd  .was  evei)  fufpeded  of  an  in-* 
cU^l^t^on.  tQ  t9is.e>  p^rt  with  her  enemies:    a 
raqft  %pri^$g,  change  ijid^ed,  after  all  that 
j^ad  paflig4  bcHiwee^i  th^  iking  and  hira !    but 
he,  wa§  a  njiaU'CKf  a  light:;  t^iiper :    aud  iodised 
the(e  were  tynes  whicji  produced  very,  few 
i^ftances  of  ircf c^i^rilabjie  enmitiejS  or  €riQ  a£^ 
tapbtaepts.    O^:  the  oth^r  iide,  the  bifliop  oi 
Winch^qr,  ie^i^  that  the  whole  power  of 
tliq  ^?ftpre<^:Wafc  coUe^^ed  tp  make  war  upon 
h<9^,  c;a;lJi^  tp  hi&  ai^dgnce  aill  the  friends  o£ 
his  brplhert.  whp  ?aflae.  in.  fijch  number$# 
tbiafe  thiBy  gop^M  W  arrcny  mwh  ftroDger 
th^p  Mptjlda'^.  i  All  the  c?irls  in  England,  cxf 
-cept    thpf?.   a^yeipw^ntionjed-,    attended    hi$ 
fum9i9l>^,  wich,  gi;eat  ti:pop&  of  their  va^b: 
jaer  W^f§  »>X.9^  th^m  swsye  j^w»rdi»  this 
^   !  *  jocca- 
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go  OK  I.  occafion  than  thofe  who  had  iferved  fo  ill  af 
•         the  battle  of  Lincohi ;  for  they  heard  them- 
felves  continually  reproached  with  the  mif- 
chiefs   their   flight   had  caufed,   and  eagerly 
fought  an  occafion  of  redeeming  the  honor 
they  had  loft  on  that  day.    The  queen  herfelf 
marched  to  Winchefter,  at  the  head  of  the    * 
Kenti(h  militia,  her  conftant  friends,  and  of 
a  thoufand  men  at  arms,  drawn  from  the  city 
of  London,    befides    archers    and   pikemen* 
William  of  Ipres  attended  her/  with  moft  of 
the  mercenaries,  breathing  revenge  for  the  in- 
human indignities  impofed  on  their  gracious 
and  munificent  prince,  whom  they  now  fer-^ 
ved,  not  for  hire  only,  but  out  of  afFeftion  } 
knowing  that  his  favor  to  them  had  been  his 
greateft  offence  to  his  people.     Thus  was  the 
utmoft   ftrength   of  both    parties    aflcmbled 
about  the  city  and  caftle  of  Winchefter,  but 
with  a  great  fuperiority  on  the  fide  of  the 
Vid.  auaorcs  kingr^     The  plan  formed  by  bis  geherals  was 
'^    to  prevent  any  provifions  from  comnig  to  the 
town,  and  vanqulfh  the  cmprefs  by  famine, 
or  force  her  to  a  battle  with  very  unequal 
numbers.    Accordingly  they  made  themfelves 
'         inafters  of  ail  the  communications  fhe  had 
tvith  the   country,    except  one^  towards  the 
/  weft- or  north- weft,-  which  they   could  not 
Ihut  trp^  fo  clofely  as  the  others  ;  but  even  on 
that/iide  they  rendered  the  paflage  of  her  fup* 
plies  very  difficult,  by  fending  out  parties  of 
horre  to  fcour  the  country,  which  often  in» 
ter(Jep«cd  them,    atid    frightened  the  people^ 

frona 
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from  any  intercourfe  with  her.  Under  thefts 0  0|^  h 
difficulties  flie  ftill  perlevered  in  befieging  the ' 
legate,  who  defended  his  caftlc  with  a  moft  .  \ 
undaunted  courage,  and  fo  little  regard  to  his; 
epifcopal  character,  that,  in  order  to  revenge ' 
himfejif  on  the  townfmcn,  who  favored 
Matilda,  he  commanded  fireworks  to  be 
thrown  from  the  battlements  of  his  tower,  by 
which  a  great  part  of  the  city,  the  moft  mag^ 
nificcnt  then  in  England,  and  above  twenty 
churches  (or.asfome  authors  fay  forty),  with 
a  nunnery  and  an  abbey,  were  burnt  down  to 
the  ground.  In  the  latter  of  thefe,  which 
was  called  the  abbey  of  Hyde  and  fituated 
without  the  walls,  there  was  a  largo  t:rofs, 
covered  with  plates  of  pure  gold,  and  richly 
fet  with. precious  ftones,  the  gift  of  Kjng  Ca- 
nute. This  having  been  damaged  by  the 
flames,  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  very  freely 
*made  ufp  ,of  the  gold  to  pay  his  troops,  and 
laid  up  the  jewels  among  his  own  treafures. 
The  mifer^bje  citizens  fufFered  no  lefs  by  fa-^ 
mine  tb^n  by  fire ;  the  few  prov^ifions,^  which 
fometitpes  were  brought  into  the  town,  being 
all  taken  from  them,  for  the  A»pport  of 
the  Ibldiers  quartered  among  them  ;  .nor  was 
there  enough  to  fupply  thefe  with  the  necef^ 
faries  of  life  :  fo  that  the  earl  of  Glocefter, 
apprehending,  the  ruin  of  his  army,  refolved 
to  efeft  a  fort  near  the  nunnery  of  W^rewell^ 
apon  the  river  Teft,  which  might  iacilitate  • 
ridiecure  the  importation  of  victuals  into  the 
ity  on  that  fide.  Some  chofcn  tyopps  were 
Vol.  JJy  Q  pojij? 
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BOOK  I.  commanded  to  execute  this  refblntion ;   but 
^" — ''~^  William  of  Ipres  fell  upon  them  with  a  much 
ViA  aurora  greater  force;   and  many  having  been  killed 
citat.utfupra.  or  taken  in  the  adlion,  the  reft  of  them  retired 
♦  into  the  church  of  the  nunnery,  and  endea- 
voured  to    defend    themfelves   there :    upon 
v^hich   the  king's  general    ordered  it  to  be 
fired,  and  thus  deftroyed,  or  took  prifoners, 
all  who  were  in  it,  thinking  that  the  exam- 
ple of  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  was  autho- 
rity enough  to  juftify  him,  a  layman  and  a 
foldier,  in  the  little  regard  he  (hewed  for  the 
fandity  of  the   place.     This  was  a  terrible 
blow  to  Matilda,     She  faw  her  army  in  great 
danger  of  being  ftarved,  and  feared  fhe  foon 
might  be  reduced  to  the  cruel  neceffity  of 
yielding  herfelf  a  prifoner  to  the  wife  of  that 
king    whom    (he    then    held    in    irons  ;    a 
misfortune  which   (he    dreaded    more  than 
death*     In  fuch  defperate  circumftances  the 
boldeft  counfels  were  prudent.     The  bi(hop 
having    proclaimed  a  cefTation  of  arms  on 
the    eve    of   Holy-Rood  day,    after  fun-fet, 
according  to  the  cuftom  then  obferved  in  the 
wbqle  Latin   church,  the   earl  of  Glocefter 
took  that   opportunity   to  endeavour  to  re- 
tire from  this  fatarfituation.     But,  not  think- 
ing that  he  could  prudently  depend  on  the 
enemy *s  obferving  the  truce,  he  made  fuch 
dilpofitions  as,  he  hoped,  would  in  any  event 
^^•^J'^^^fecure  the  efcape  of  the  emprcfs.     Having 
^^^  committed   her   to   the    fpecial  care  of  his 
brother,  the  earl  of  Cornwall,  he  (ent  her 

out . 
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jout  of  the  town,  in  the  van  of  his  army,  toge-  BOOK  I. 
ther  with  her  uncle,  the  king  of  Scotland,  ""'"^  ^ 
and  moft  of  thofe  frieiids  whole  prefervation 
he  thought  of  the  greateft  importance,  order-  • 
ingtherato  march  about  break  of  day,  with 
all  the  expedition  they  could,  towards  Glo- 
cefter,  by  the  way  of  Ludgerfhall  and  the 
Devifes ;  while  he  himfelf,  to  cover  their 
retreat,  followed  tnore  flowly,  with  a  rear 
guard  compofed  of  fome  of  the  braved  no- 
bility, and  of  a  few  chofen  troops,  which,  he 
believed,  would  ftarid  by  him  againft  any 
odds  of  numbers.  It  was  happy  for  Matilda 
and  all  with  her  that  he  took  thefe  neceffary 
precautions.  The  bifhop  of  Winchefter  was 
not  fo  fcrupulous  as  to  fufFer  his  enemies  to 
efcape  without  moleftation,  out  of  refpetSt  to 
a  holy-day  j  but  the  moment  he  got  intelli- 
gence of  their  march  fent  his  garrifon  to  pur- 
lue  them,  fpreading  alfo  the  alarm  through 
all  the  queen's  army,  which  was  ported  on 
the  other  iide  of  the  town  and  in  fome  places 
near  adjacent.  They  foon  joined  his  forces, 
and  came  up  with  the  earl  of  Glocefter  at 
Stockbridge  upon  the  river  Teft.  That  lofdA.  D-  tt^u 
made  a  ftand  againft  them  at  the  head  of  theVid.  auaorei 
bridge;  but  after  a  long  and  brave  defence, ^'*'•^^^"i^^ 
in  which  GeofFry  Boterel  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf beyond  all  the  other  knights,  the  pafs  was 
forced,  the  rear  guard  defeated,  arid  their 
general  taken  prifoner  by  William  of  Ipres. 

Thus  did  the  earl  of  Glocefter  moft  gene- 

roufly  facrifice  himfelf  to  the  fafety  of  his 

C  2  fitter 
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BOOK  L  fjfter  and  fovereigii,  though  (he  had  brought 
the  danger  on  herfelf,   by  her  wilful   impru- 
dence in  afting  without  his  advice.     Having 
retarded  the  enemy  in  their  purfuit,  he  en- 
abled her  and  the  main  body  of  his  army  to 
efcape  without  any  other  damage  than   th« 
(bame  of  having  been  forced  to  make  a  re- 
treat which   deferved  to  be  rather    called  a 
flight.     The    emprefs    came  unmolefted   by 
the  enemy  to  the  caftle  of  Ludgerfliall :    but 
left  it  in  a  few  hours,  and  went  on  horfe- 
back,  as  fpeedily  as  her  ft'rength  would  per- 
.mit,  to  the  Devifes;    from  whence  (if  fome 
hiftorians  of  no  fmall  authority  •  may  be  cre- 
dited) (he  was  carried  to  Glqcefler  on  a  bier,^ 
as  a  dead  corpfe  :  but,  as  William  of  Malmf- 
bury  and  the  anonymous  author  of  the  a6fs 
of  King  Stephen,   who   would   hardly   have 
omitted  to  mention  this    circumftance,  had 
it  been  true,  fay  nothing  of  it,  I  think  it  a 
fable    grounded   only   on    popular    rumours, 
which  always  add  fornething  to  every  extra- 
ordinary and   furprifiHg   event.     It  was  alfo 
a  current  report,  that  the   king  of  Scotland 
.  was  thrice  taken   prifoner  in  his  flight,  and 
redeemed  by  fome  of  hi^s  friends;  his  perfbn 
not  being  known  to   the  foldiers  who  took 
him.     A  contemporary   author  relates,  that 
one  David  Holiford,  a  godfon  of  that  king, 
who  happened  to  ferve  at  this  time  in  the 
army  of  the  queen,  helped  greatly  to  coh- 
ceal  him  from  their  purfuit.     Certain  it  is, 
.  that'  ht  made  his  efcape  with  much  diffi- 
culty. 
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culty,  and  fo  did  the  emprefs.     Befidcs   theBOpK  I. 
difgrace  (he  fufFered,  her  brother's  captivity'       ^""^ 
was  fuch  a  misfortune  to  her,  as  almoft  de- 
prived her  of  any  fenfe  of  joy  in  her  own 
preservation.     But  he   himfelf  bore  it  with 
the  moft  unfliaken  fortitude ;  no  adion,  iio 
word,  npt  even  a  look,  difcovering  the  leaft 
dejeftion  of  fpirit :    infomuch  that  his  very 
enemies  were  compelled  to  revere  and  extol  T'^*  **^°J|* 
his  virtue,  .which   could  with   fuch  dignity ^^^*'^'  ^^^  * 
maintain  its  fuperiority  over  all  the  power  of 
fortuned     The  queen,  who  knew    that  th$ 
ill  ufage  of  her  huiband  had  been  contrary 
to  his  advice  and  defire,  would  not  by  chains, 
or  any  other  inhuman  feverities,  revenge  it 
upon  him;     but   treated    him    kindly,    and 
made  him  a  propofal,  by  fome  principal  lords 
of  her  party,  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  in  ex- 
change for  Stephen.     He  replied,  that  fuch 
an  exchange    would  not  be  equal,   the  dijf- 
proportion  between  a  king  and  an  earl  being 
too  great :    but,  if  they  would  agree  that  au 
his  friends  whom  they  had  inade  prifoners, 
in  which  number  were  feveral  barons  of  dif-, 
tinftion,  Ihould  be  freed  together  with  him,  ^ 
in  exchange  for  the   king,    he  would   give 
his  confent  to  thofe  terms.     The  queen,  who 
defired  the  liberty  of  her  hufband  almoft  upon 
any    conditions,    would   have    willingly    ac- 
cepted this  offer :  but  William  of  Ipres,  and 
fome  other  nobles,  who  expefted  great  ran- 
foms  for  the  prifoners  they  had  taken,  op- 
pofcd  it  warmly,  and  obliged  her  to  rejeft 
C3  it^ 
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^QOK  I.  it^  She  then  tried  to  perfuade  the  earl  of 
Glocefter  to  forfake  the  caufe  of  his  filler, 
and  join  with  Stephen  ;  offering  him,  in  the 
name  of  her  hulband,  and  by  orders  froni 
him,  the  fupreme  adminiftration  of  all  his 
^fFairs,  and  the  fecond  plac?  in  his  kingdom. 
The  anfwer  he  made  to  her  was,  **  I  am  not 
**  in  my  own  power  at  prefent.  When  I  ani 
«<  free  to  difpofe  of  myfelf,  I  promife  yoa 
**  that  I  will  aft,  in  this  refpeft,  as  reafon 
<*  (hall  didate/'  Which  fhe  rightly  under- 
ftanding  to  be  a  refufal,  and  being  angry  at 
his  flight  of  fo  gracious  an  offer,  made  at  a 
time  when  his  filter's  fortune  was  much  de- 
clined, altered  her  language,  and  threatened 
to  fend  him  to  Boulogne,  anci  keep  him  ia 
chains  all  his  life.  To  this  he  replied,  with 
a  countenance  unchanged  and  fcrene,  '*  that 
•*  he  feared  nothing  lefs.'*  The  menace  in- 
deed was  thrown  out  only  with  an  intentioii 
to  frighten  him,  if  he  could  have  been  fright- 
Malmfb.  hill,  ed  :  for  the  queen  durft  not  execute  it,  know- 
nov.  1.  ii.  jj^g  jj^3j.  jj^g  countefs  of  Glocefter  would  not 
'  '^*.  fail  to  take  her  revenge,  by  fending  the 
Icing,  whom  flie  now  had  in  her  cuftpdy, 
over  to  Ireland,  the  chief  monarch  pf  which 
ifland  would  have  willingly  (hewn  his  parti- 
cular regard  for  the  memory  of  King  Henry,  - 
vvith  AVhona  he  had  lived  in  the  ftrifteft  league 
of  friendship,  by  keeping  Stephen  a  prifotier, ' 
in  whatever  manner  the  frieqds  of  the  earl 
jiad  4?fired*  As  no  advantages  gained  by 
^Jie  queen  in  England  could  •  hinider  the 
'      ^  "  COUIH 
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countefs  from  putting  this  in  execution,  her  BOOK  L 
hufband,  whofe  mind  in  every  fituation  faw  ' 
every  refource  in  his  power,  affumed  froni 
hence  a  more  fteady  refolution,  and  aded  in 
his  prifon  with  as  much  intrepidity  as  at  the 
head  of  his  army.  But  when  more  than  a 
month  had  been  unfuccefsfully  fpent  in  thcfe 
negociations,  Matilda  and  all  the  principal 
lords  of  her  party  advifed  and  entreated  him 
tQ  accept  the  propofal  the  queen  had  made, 
and  fuffer  himfelf  to  be.fingly  exchanged  for 
the  king:  a  moft  extraordinary  proof  of  his 
merit !  there  being  no  other  example  in  hif-* 
tory  of  a  captive  king  fet  free  in  exchange 
for  a  fubje£l.  The  earl,  who  himfelf  could 
not  be  infenfible  of  how  great  importance 
his  liberty  was  to  the  fupport  df  the  party, 
yielded  at  length  to  the  importunities  of  his 
friends ;  and  his  confent  was  very  gladly  re- 
ceived by  the  queen ;  but  all  the  king's  friends 
infifting,  that,  out  of  refpeft  to  his  royal 
dignity,  he  (hould  firft  be  releafed,  fome 
difficulty  arofe  from  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
earl,  that  they  might  break  their  faith  with 
him,  and  detain  him  in  prifon  :  a  fufpicioi^ 
which  certainly  was  very  well-founded  oii 
the  paft  conduft  of  Stephen,  who  never  had 
feemed  to  regard  either  his  word  or  his 
oath.  Many  precautions  and  fureties  were 
neceffary  to  remove  this  obje£lion.  The  earl 
was  not  fatisfied  with  exading  an  oath  from 
the  legate  and  the  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury, 
that  they  would  yield  themfelvcs  prifoner^ 
C  4  into 
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^  ^  ^  ^.:  h  ^^'^  *^^  hands  of  bis  friends,  if  he  was  not 
^■'""■^'''*****^fet  at  liberty   immediately  after  the  releafd 
1        A.  D.  ti4i.of  the  king;  .  but  obtained  from  them  Jit- 
ters under  their  hands  and  feals,   by  whichf 
Malmft.       tfjey  notified"  this  oath  to  the  pope,  ajid,  if 
*  *  ^  *        the  cafe  ihould  happen,  implored  his  affi- 
ance,  to   deliver    both   the  earl    and    thenl 
from  their  bonds.      Nor  was   even  this  et» 
teemed  a  fufficienl  fecurity:    but  either  he, 
or  Ibme  of  his  friends  who  negociat'ed  fof 
him,  demanded  that  the  queen  and.  one;  of 
her  fons,   with  two   principal   lord^  of  that 
party,   (hould  be  kept  in  the  caftle  of  Btiflol 
as  hoftages,    from   the    time  of  the   king's 
being  difmiffed   from  thence,    till    the    earl 
was   releafed  ;    wliich  they  likewife  agreeing 
ro,  Stephen  wais  fct  free  on  the  feaft  of  all 
,    ,  Saints,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  after  a  captivity  of  nine  months. 

He  came  from  Briftol  to  Winchefter,  where 
he  bad  a  conference  with  the  earl  of  Glo* 
cefter,  who  had  been  reirioved  from  the  caftle 
of  Rochefter '  to  that  city  a  little  before. 
There  he  again  endeavoured  to  corrupt  the 
fidelity  of  the  earl,  and  draw  hita  to ,  his 
party;  by  the  moft  fplendid  offers  of  favor 
and  power  under  his  government.  But  that 
lord  remained  unmoved  by  all  thefe  allure* 
ments,  urging  the  bonds  of  nature  and  afr 
'fe6tion,  which  attached  him  to  his  fifter,  the 
obligations  of  honor,  and  the  oaths  he  had 
-taken  during  the  life  of  his  father,  which 
the  pojge  hiad  ideclared  to  be  binding,    .  He 

faidi. 


iitid,  it  was  purely  his  regard  to  thofe  oaths, book  h 
not  any  intcrcfted  views  of  his  own,  or  ha-  ^  »  -^ 
tred  againft  Stephen^  which  had  induced 
him  to  take  up  arms  in  the  cauie  of  Matilda ; 
and  gently  reminded  the  king  himfelf  and 
his  friends,  that  they  had  likewife  repeat- 
<Bdly  engaged  themfelves  to  her  by  the  fame 
iacred  ties^  and  were  therefore  no  lefs  con- 
cerned than  he  in  the  decifion  fent  from  the 
pope  with  regard  to  the  validity  of  that  en- 
gagement. Having  thus  ;iobIy  .  maintained 
the  reputation  of  integrity  which  he.  had  ac- 
quired, he  took  leave  of  the  king,  and  upon 
his  arrival  at  Briftol  fet  free  the  queen,  the 
young  prince,  and  the  peers,  who  were  de- 
tained there  till  he  came ;  and  in  return  re- 
ceived his  fon,  whom  he  had  left  behind 
him  at  Winchefter,  as  a  hoftage  for  their 
releafe. 

The   two  parties   having    now   recovered 
their  chiefs,  and  not  feeing  any  profpedt  of 
an  agreement,  they  both  prepared  to  renew 
the  war  with  freih  vigour,  as  foon  as  the  A.  D.  1x41. 
fcafon  would  permit.     But,  before  they  could 
take  the  field,  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  be-Maimfb. 
gai^  operations   of   a   different  kind,  whicK  "^^"P^^' 
were  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  his  bro- 
ther.    He    fummoned   a  legatine   fynod   at 
.Wjcftrainfter,  on  the  feventh  of  December, 
in  the  year   eleven   hundred   and  forty-one, 
which  he  opened  by  reading  a  letter  from 
the  pope,  wherein  his  Holinefs  reprimanded 
l»&^  g^ntly^    for  having  acquiefced  in  his 

i)rotherV 
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BOOK  L brother's   imprifonment ;    and,  to  atone  for 

^""""^^ ^that  fault,  enjoined  him   to  endeavour    the 

procuf  iftg  of  his  liberty  by  any  means,  either 
ecclefiaftical  or  fecular,  which  the  neceffity 
of  the  affair  might  require.  This  not  only 
was  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  impteffion,  which 
the  earl  of  Glocefter's  alledging  the  authority 
of  the  pope  ia  defence  of  his  conduft,  and 
the  legate's  own  behaviour,  had  made  on 
the  clergy  and  people  of  England,  bat  gave 
that  prelate  a  pretence  to  juftify  his  return 
to  the  party  of  his  brother,  by  the  refpeft 
uvhich  he  owed  to  the  injunftions  of  Rome. 
He  employed  all  his  eloquence  to  excufe  hi  s 
former  proceedings,  affirming,  that  not  from 
inclination  but  neceffity  he  had  received  and 
atknowledged  the  emprefs,  when,  after  the 
battle  of  Lincoln,  fhe  came  with  her  vifto- 
rious  army  to  Winchefter,  and  found  him 
there  unable  to  make  any  refiftance  ;  all  the 
nobility  having  abandoned  the  captive  king, 
or  remaining  unadlive'  and  indifferent  be* 
tween  the  two  parties,  till  the  event  fhould 
regulate  their  condu6t.  He  faid,  that  fhe 
,  had  .afterwards  notorioufly  violated  all  her 
engagements  in  behalf  of  the  liberty  and 
lights  of  the  church,  which  had  been  the 
terms  of  agreement  between  her  and  him  ; 
and  moreover  (as  he  was  affiired  by  un- 
doubted intelligence)  had  formed  fecret  ma- 
chinations, with  fome  of  her  friends,  againft 
his  dignity,  and  even  againft  his  life ;  which 
yet  the  divine  mercy  had  fo  overr ruled,  that 
5  ia 
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hi   the  iflue   he   not  only   had   cfcapcd  de-BOOKj. 
ftmdtion  hinifelf,  but  had  alfo  delivered  his      '' 
royal  brother  from  bondage.     Therefore,  in 
the   name   of   God    and   of  the    pope,    he 
commanded  them  to  aid,  iupport,  and  main-* 
tain,  with  their  whole  ftrength,  that  prince 
who  had  been  by  the  elediitm  of  the  people  and^^^^^ 
with  the  confent  of  the  apojlolical  fee  anointed  "*^"^ 
their  king;  and  to  excommunicate  all  thole 
difturbers  of  the  peace  of  their  country  who  - 
fliould  continue  to  adhere  to  the  countefs  of 
Anjou. 

Not  one  of  the  clergy  aflembled  in  this 
fynod  made  any  reply  to  this  fpeech,  or 
ihewed  any  publick  mark  of  difapprobation 
or  diffent ;  fo  great  an  alteration  had  Ma- 
tilda's ofienlive  behaviour,  in  the  (hort  time 
between  this  and  the  council  of  Winchefter, 
produced  in  their  minds ;  or  fo  implicit  was 
the  fubmiffion  which  they  paid  to  the  legate, 
and  to  the  papal  authority  with  which  he. 
was  invefted !  But  there  was  in  the  affembly 
a  layman  fent  by  that  princefs,  who  loudly 
and  boldly  reminded  him  of  the  fidelity 
which  he  had  fwom  to  her,  adjuring  him  by 
it  not  to  do  any  thing  againft  her  honor. 
Nor  did  he  flop  there;  but  faid,  that  her 
having  come  over  to  England  was  owing  to 
repeated  invitations  by  letters  fent  from  that 
prelate ;  and  that  his  brother's  captivity  and 
detention  in  prifon  were  to  be  chiefly  impu- 
ted to  his  cpnnivance,  as  he  had  exprefsly  a{^  k 

fured 
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p.QQ^  \  fufcd-  Matilda,  that  he  would  not  give  him- 
?ny .  effedual  affiftance.  Other  fevere  and 
TQUgh.  anim^dverfions  were  thrown  out  upon 
.hi^  p^ft  and  pre^fent  condu£)^;  all  which  it 
was  certainly  very  mortifying  and  painful 
for  him  to  he^r,  but  which  he  heard  with 
fo  pcrfe<a  a  command  of  his  temper,  as  not 
to  return  one  angry  word,  or  even  to  take 
any  iiotice  of  what  had  been  faid,  thinking, 
pp  doubt,  th^t  it  was  (afer  to  feem  to  defpife^ 
tbafi  attempt  tp  confute  it.  When  this  ex-r 
traordinary  fcene  was  paft,  the  king  came 
into  the  council,  and  made  his  complaints 
to  theofi  mio^  patiietically,  that  his  own  vaf- 
f4s  had  taken  hlnji  priioper,  and  by  the  opr 
probripus  indignity  with  which  he  wa^ 
treated  had  very  ^^ea^r  killed  him,  though  b,e 
i>ev^r  had  do^ne  them  any  wioiig,  nor  de- 
nied jufliQe  to  ainy  man  in  the  whole  courfe 
oi  his  reign.  H*?  pr^f^iceand  words  greatly 
affeded  the  fynod^  and,  together  with  the 
influence  of  the  legate,  m^de  them  unani- 
moufly  conpyr  in  all  prppofitions  to  which 
<bat  prelate  demanded  their  affent.  Stephen, 
Jiiaving  thys  regained  the  good  will  of  the 
(dlergyi  ipe^fl^d.  to  tje  nqw  in  a  fair  way  of 
recoveripg  his  kingdom.  But  neither  party 
.though?  it  proper  to  talfe  the  field  during 
f)ie  winter,  pr  to  violate  the  religious  cefl'a- 
tipn  of  arms,  which  it  was  ufual  tp  graqt 
frpn)  the  beginning  of  }L.ent  till  the  end  of 
.Jlafter  week.  Some  pari;  of  that  time  the 
.king  employed  in  viiiting  the  more  diftaqt 

coun- 
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bounties  of  England,    that  were  und*r  HifcBt)iE)K  tJ 
gbvemiiient,  and  wanted  his  prefence:  Avhilfc' 
Matilda,  who  was  fenfible  no^  mtich   Ifelc 
had  loft    Both   6f  reputation  'and   ftrdtigth, 
took  that  opportunity  to  aflefnble  hfer  prin*- 
cipal  friends,  in  order  to  coafider  with  therti 
what  means  qould  be   found,   to  refift  the 
power  of   her  eiieiiiy,    whith    daily    gr^W 
ftronger,    and  to   raife  again    the    dejefted 
hopes  of  her  party.    They  all  agreed,  *baf, 
in   their  prefent  circumftarices,  it  was  i:iifaet 
fary  to  try  to  bring  over  hir  hikfbaiid,  the^Wl 
of  Anjou,  to  England ;  as  the<)hly  ex^ddtefft 
which  could -balance  the  advaiitag^s  Stephttli 
had'garned. /Purfuant  to  this  rfefi!>lutioni  fertfc 
nobles  of  her  faftion  were  fetit  to  the  (e^¥l, 
•x^hbto  they^fcfitnd  in-Nortttafidy  ;  ihe^g^saWr 
part  of  that  dutchy  being' then  fabjeKS^gd -f o 
'  hinci.     They  iifed  their  utmoft  fendeavttursi  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  come^^m  thence  ift«b 
'England,  arid  defend  *he  ihherirarice  bf  teh 
wire  aiid'  fon,  WhSch^  withbat^hk  ^ffi/kttb*, 
wasnoW  in  the  utmoft  tfenget  ^6f 'b'ei«g^^fei5ta 
irrecoverably  loft.     He'  received  -  them  ItWth 
•Regard;; but  faid,  that  be  would  make  no '"pafi- 
^tive  anfwer,  bhlefs'to  'thc^rl  of  Gi^fce^ft*, 
'as the  perKm  in  whomhe  moft  confidtd^  «tld 
ivith'Whom  alone'^he  defiredto  treat  on  *th'is 
bufinefs.    •  It  -happened   fdrftiixitely .  ibr  -^Mi- 
*  rilda,  'that,  'foon  after  Eafter,    Srephfeft^%S|s . 
fdi2!ed  with  af  dangerous  fit?  of  ficknef^,'*«tfd 
did  not  recover  iill  ifome  time*  ifter  WhitffiiA- 
trdc;  whJch  hit^dered  that  priace  fr^«>4tfgirt- 

ning 
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BOOK  J.  uJ'ng  any  military  operations^  againft  her,  an4 
•  gave  her  Icifurc  to  wait  for  the  return  of  the 
lords  whom  (he  had  fent  to  her  husband. 
They  made  their  report  to  her  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  June,  at  the  caftle  of  the  Devifea, 
where  fhe  had  again  affembled  her  council. 

J^imft.ut   ^i^^  ^^^1  ^£  Glocefter  declared  himfelf  verj 
unwilling  to  go  out^of  the  kingdom,  urging 
againft  it  the  danger  of  pafling  the  channel, 
which  was  then  guarded  by  a  Iquadron  of  the 
king^s  (hips,  and  of  leaving  his  (ifter  deprived 
of  his  care  and  affiftance,  at  a  time  when  they 
were  more  neceflkry  to  her  than  ever.     But 
being  carneftly  prefled  to  go,  he  confented  to 
it  at  laft,  on  thefe  conditions,  that  the  chief 
nobles  prefent  there  (hould  deliver  to  hiqi 
fome  of  their  neareft  relations,  to  carry  over 
with  him,  as  hofta|Nes  for  their  fidelity  in 
ferving  his  fitter,  and  defending  her  per(bn, 
during  his   abfence.     Such   an  extraordinary 
caution  implied  a  great  fufpicionj;  and  one  may 
.  conclude  from  it,  as  well  as  ifrom  other  cir- 
cumftances  at  this  time,  that  her  party  was  in 
.  danger  of  being  foon  diflblved,     The  council 
1  however  agreed,    and  without  any  apparent 
unwillingnefs,  to  the  fecurity  required  by  the 
earl,  who  taking  the  hoftages  let  fail  from 
Warcham,  of  which  town  he  was  lord,  with 
feveral    (hips,    and    foon    after   Midfummpt 
gained  the  Norihan  port  with  only  two ;  the 
others   having   been    difperfed  by  a  violent 
ilorm,  which,  faved  them  all  from  the  greater 
danger  of  being  attacked  in  their  paflfage  by  the 

enemy's 
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enemy's  fleet.     But  before  I  relate  the  fucceisBooK  L 
he  met  with  in  this  negotiation,  it  will  be  ne-'    ■  »   « -^ 
ceffary  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy  from  the  deceafe  of  King 
Henry  to  this  time. 

It  fcems  furprifing,  that  neither  the  oaths, 
which  the  Normans  had  taken,  during  the 
life  of  that  prince,  to  his  daughter's  fucce(^ 
fion,  and  after  her  to  her  fon*s,  nor  the  in^ 
fluence  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter,  who'  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death  was  prefent  among 
them,  could  fecure  to  Matilda  the  inheritance 
of  that  dutchy,  or  even  form  any  confide- 
rable  party  for  her  there.     This  is  the  more 
wonderful,  as  we  are  told,  by  the  beft  of  the 
Norman  hiflorians,  that  no  lefs  a  fum  thanv.Ord.vit«l. 
fixty   thoufand   pounds,    equivalent  to   nine^-^"**P-9®'* 
hundred   thoufand  of  our  money  now,   was^**^^^* 
difpofed  of  by  the  earl,  as  executor  to  the 
king,  from  his  treafury  at  Falaife,  among  his 
foldiers  and  fervants  in  that  country.    So  boun- 
teous a  donative*  was  enough   to  have  pur- 
chafed  the  dutchy  for  his  daughter,  though 
Ihe  had  not  been  acknowledged  as  the  heirefs 
of  it  before.    Yet  the  fame  author  informs  us^ 
that,   immediately  afterwards,   Thibaud  earl 
of  Blois,  the  elder  brother  of  Stephen,  offer- 
mg  himfelf  to  the  Normans,  they  were  ge- 
iierally  difpofed   to  make   him  their  duke: 
but,  as  foon  as  they  were  informed  of  Ste- 
phen's eleSion  to  the  kingdom  of  England, 
they  told  the  earl,  that^  on  account  of  the  ba^ 

ronies 
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B-DOK  I.  ronks  which  many  among  them  held  In  both  coun* 
y  '  ■  '■  tries,  they  and  the  Englijh  mufiferve  the  fame, 
majler :  the  truth  of  which  rriaxitn  he  either 
could  not  deny,  or  would  not  contcft,  but 
'  left  them  to  take  theijc  pwn  choice.  It  does 
not  appear  that  any  mention  was  then  made 
cf  Matilda,  or'her  hufband.     Yet. the  em- 

/prcfs  was  foon  afterwards,  by  the  means  of 
one  of  her  friends,  a  man  of  low  birth,  but 
very  confiderable  in  talents  and  credit,  adt 
mitted  into  fame  towns,  of  which  he  had 
been  made  vifcount  by  the  favor  of  her  fa- 
ther. Geoffry  was  alfo  received  by  the  ear} 
of  Ponchieu  into  fome  places  of  which  that 
tK)bleman  was  the.  lord,  and  from  thence  en- 
deavoured to  extend  hirnfelf  further :  but,  his 

.  armty  committing  intolerable  outrages  even 
^gainft  their  own  -friends,  the  I^oro^ans^ 
whofe  temper  was  not  patient  of  injuries, 
-prefently  drove  him  out;  and  a  rebellion  in 
Anjou  hindered  *  him,  for  fame  time,  frpm 
-jmy  further  attempts.  After  hTr'expuKior^ 
from  Normandy,  that  dutchy  was  left  with-r 
out  any  government,  though  it  had  fub- 
^itted  to  Stephen :  for  that  prince  was  not 
able  to  vifit,  or  take  any  c^re  of  it,  till  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-feven ;  during 
which  interval  the  whole  country  was^defo-^ 
}ated  by  feveral  factions  of  the  nobles,  whd, 
•with  great  animofity  and  niiferabl6  ravages 
of  each  othet's  eftates,  profecuted  their  own 
^quarrels  under'  the  pretence  of  ferving  their 
party.  Among  th'efe  tire  mcfft  powerful 
1  Wa? 
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fvas  Waleran  earl  of  Meulant;   whom  Ste-BOpKl^ 
phen  had  betrpthcd  to  one  of  his  daughters, '    'w'-p'^ 
a  child  of  two  years  old,  and,  while  he  him?  . 
(elf  was  in  England,   put  at  the    head  ^f 
Jiis  friends  and  forces  in  Nornjandy.     About 
the  latter  end  of  September,  in  the  year  ele- 
ven hundred  and  thirty-fix,  thr  earl  of  Anjou  Ord.  Vlt, 
a  fecorid  time  invaded  that  dutchy,  with  much  J*^^^**  P'  ^Sf 
greater  forces  than  before,  being  now  accom-  905!  ^*^ 
panied  by  thcr  duke  of  Aquitaine,  and  other 
princes  of  France.     They  took  foiiie  caftles ; 
jbut  having  fet  down  before  Monftrueil  were 
foon  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege ;    and  whei> 
they  had  afterwards  inverted  Lifieux,  th^  gar- 
rifoQ  of  that  city^  defpairing  to  fave  it,  ra^ 
ther  than  they  would  furrender  it  to  the  eari 
pf  Anjou,  fet  it  00  fire:    fo  great  was  th^ 
averfion  of  the  Normans  in  general  to  th|B  An^ 
gevin  government,  from  the  ftrong  impref^ 
fions  the  long  wars  between  the  twp  cbun* 
tries  had  ftill  left  in  their  minds;    and  this 
was  much  (harpened  by  the  very  barbjarou^ 
manner  in  which  the  confederate  army  no\y 
afted  ;  for  moft  of  them  being  volunteers  ^nd 
irregular  jforces^  out  of  many  different  pro? 
yinces,  they  could   not   eafily   be  reftrained|^ 
by  the  power   of  their   chiefs,  frorn*  rapine,  ' 
Sacrilege,  and  other  enormities;    which,  ad* 
ded  to  the  outrages  that  had  before  been  coia- 
mitted  by  the  Angevin  troops,  during  thei^ 
late  abode  in  Normancly^    excited  a  viplenj 
indignation  againft  them,  and  totally  ali^n?^- 
ted  the  hearts  of  the  people  from  Matilda  and 
Yoj..  IL  P  hejr 
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BOOK  I.  her  hufband.     They  were,  befides,  fo  intera- 
^  "    V '  ■  •  -*  perite,  that  they  fbon  became  very  fickly: 
and,  to  complete  their  difafters,  the  earl  of 
Anjou  himfelf,  befieging  a  caftle,  received  a 
dangerous  wound  in  one  of  his  feet ;  which, 
together  with  a  dyfentery  that,  raged  in  his 
army,  fo  difpirited  him  and  them,  that,  al- 
though a   powerful    reinforcement   of  fome 
thoufand  men,  conduced  by  the  emprefs  .in 
perfon,    arrived  that  night,  they  raifed  the 
(iegc  the  next  morning,  and  retired  haftily 
out  of  Norfnandy,   plundering  the   country 
through  which  they  paffed,  without  diftinftion 
df  friends  from  foes.     The  Norman  troops, 
who  were  apfprifed  bow  iiiuch  the  earl  had 
been  ftrengthened,  had' not  the  leaft  fulpicion 
of  his  retiring ;    and  did  not  begin  to  purfue 
hiiti,  oh  the  difcovery  of  it,  till  he  had  adr 
vanced  a  good  way  ;  fo  that  the  lofs  which  he 
fuftained  in  repaying  the  Sart  was  not  very 
confidcrable ;   but  as  he  travelled  through  a 
foreft  within  his  dwh   territories  he  was  at- 
tacked by  a  ftrong  party  of  otit-lawed   free- 
booters, and  narrowly  efciped  with  his  life, 
his  wardrobe  and  plate  being  taken  and  one  of 
the   gentlemen   of  hp   bed-chamber   killed. 
The  earl  of  Meulant  likewife  defeated  fome 
of  Matilda's  adherents,  who  had  made  an  in- 
curlion  into  the  county  of  Eu,  and  took  pri- 
foner  their  general,  Roger  de  Conchis,  with 
two  other  noblemen  of  great  diftindtion. 
fxtii^f'oQ,     ^^^  ^^^^^  fucccffes,  joined  to  the  profperity 
9\^o"*(ubann.of  Stephen  in  England  during  the  courfe   of 
-  1136,1137.  this 
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tliis  year,  confirmed  to  that  prince  the  domt- ^  O OK  l^ 
nion  of  Normandy,  which  he  at  laft  found  '  ' 
time  to  vifit,  arriving  there  with  William  of 
Ipres  and  a  body  of  Flemings,  early  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  eleven  hundi^ed  and  thirty* 
feven.  After  fbme  ftay  in  the  chief  cities,  he 
went  into  France  to  confer  with  Louis  Ic  Gros^ 
renewfed  the  alliance  which  his  predeceflbr 
had  made  between  the  two  crowns,  and  re-* 
ceived  the  inveftiturc  of  the  dutchy^  under 
the  ufual  form  of  homage  to  France.  Louis^ 
old  and  infirm,  was  inclined  to  confider  pof- 
feffion  as  the  beft  right,  and  had  good  reafona 
of  policy,  as  king  of  France,  not  to  be  wiU 
ling  that  Anjou  and  Normandy  fhould  be  un- 
der one  vaffal.  It  may  bealfo  prefumed  that 
he  was  biafled  in  favour  of  Stephen  by  the 
powerful  mediation  of  the  earl  of  Blois;  who^ 
having  given  up  his  own  claim  to  the  dutchy^ 
employed,  in  behalf  of  his  brother,  all  the 
influence  he  had  over  that  prince,  who  equally 
feared  and  efteemed  him.  Yet,  though  the 
confent  of  the  fovereign  had  thus  been  ob- 
tained to  inveft  the  king  of  England  with, 
this  great  fief,  the  earl  of  Anjou  did  not  de-  » 

.  part  from  the  pretenfiSris  he  had  to  it  in  right 
of  his  wife;  but  Stephen  fcnt  againit  him  a 
body  of  his  mercenaries  under  William  of 
Ipres,  to  which  he  joined  fome  Norman 
troops,  remaining  himfelf  on  tlie  other  fide 

-of  the  Seine,  where  he  was  employed  in 
reducing  the  caftles  and  towns  of  one  of  his 
barons,  who  had  taken  up  arms  for  Matilda. 

D  %  William 


|6  HISTORY  OF   THE  LIFE 

BOOK  I..  William  of  Iprcs  dcfired  to  give  battle  to  the 
^       w  '    ^  earl ;   but  the  Normans  who  were  with  him 
oppofed  that  advice  and  even  refufed  their  at 
fiftance,  upon  which  he  and  his  forces  xe^ 
paiied  the  Seine,  and,  with  heavy  complaints 
Ord.vit.  ut  againft  them,    returned  to    the  king.     The 
^^^''  caufe  of  this  difference  was  a  jealoufy  con- 

ceived by  the  Normans  againft  thefe  fpreign 
mercenaries,  whom  they  juftly  fulpedted  as 
inftruments  of  arbitrary  power,  and  could  not 
bear  to  fee  employed,  both  in  England  and 
Normandy,  preferably  to  the  national  troops 
of  thofe  countries.  Indeed  it  was  a  very  un- 
grateful return  for  the  obligations  Stephen 
had  to  the  Englifh  and  Normans,  on  whofe 
a^^iion  he  certainly  might  have  relied  at  that 
time,  and  by  whofe  arms  he  might  have  been 
much  better  fecured  againft  the  Angevin 
party,  than  he  could  by  this  illegal  and  dani- 
gerous  force,  which  feemed  defigned,  not  fo 
much  to  reiift  the  attacks  of  his  enemies,  as 
r^^  -  to  overpower  the.  liberties  of  his  fubjefls. 
But,  inftead  of  being  warned  and  convinced 
of  his  error  by  the  fir  ft  fymptoms  of  difcon^ 
tent,  he  argued  from  thence  that  thefe  mer- 
cenaries were  neceflary  to  him,  and  placed  ^. 
greater  confidence  in  them  and  their  general, 
as  being  the  fureft  arid  firmeft  fupports  of  his 
power.  Nor  did  he  diflfemble  thefe  thoughts ; 
but  treated  thg  nobility  of  England  and  Nor- 
mandy with  an  apparent  diflruft,  while  he 
Jayifhed  his  favors  upon  WiUiaro  of  Ipres, 

mi 
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iind  made  him  his  confident  in  all  his  moft BOOK  L. 
fecret  affeirs.     What  was  the  efFeft  of  this  be- ' 
havieur  in  England  has  already  been  (hewn. 
It  had  the  lame  confeqiiences  in  Nortnandy  ; 
and  it  was  there  that  the  violence  of  the  dif- 
fatisfa£kion  arifing  from  it,  and  the  danger  of 
it  to  Stephen,    were   firft  difcovered.     That 
prince,  upon  the  return  of  William  of  Ipres, 
immediately  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his 
army,  and  would  have  led  them  to  fight  the 
earl  of  Anjou'a  adherents,  as  his  favorite  had 
advifed:    but   all   the  Norman   barons,   dif^ 
gufled  and  irritated  at  being,  obliged  to  ferve 
with  the  Flemings,  appeared  very  backward, 
and  endeavoured  to  difluade  the  king  from 
his  enterprize  x    but  he  perfifled  in  it  obfti- 
nately,   againfl   their   advice,    and  marching 
to  the   enemy,   the  animofity   between   the 
Normans  and  Flemings  broke  out  with  fo 
much  fury,  that  they  came  everi  to  blows ; 
and  much  blood  was  flied  on  both  fides,  be- 
fore the  tumult  could  be  appeafed  by  all  the 
authority  or  interceflions   of  Stephen.     Nor 
yet  did  the  fedition  end  with  the  combat  J 
for  prefently  afterwards,    mofl  of  the  young 
Norman  barons  led  off  theif  vafTals,  and  left 
the  king,  who,  equally  agitdted  with  anger  Ord-  vit.  ut 
and   with  fear,  upon    fuch  a   defertion,  fol-  "^^  * 
lowed    them  feveral  miles,    and,  coming  up 
with    them,    expoftulated,    threatened,     en- 
treated,   and    foothed,  till  in  the .  conclufion 
they  were  pacified   and   reconciled  to  him  ; 
but  fo  much  uneafinefs  remained  on  both  fides 

D  3  that,     . 
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BOOK  I.  that,  inftead  of  attacking  the  enemy,  he  ac- 
'  cepted  a  truce  of  two  years,  which  the  earl 

of  Anjou  propofed  to  him,  from  motives  not 
explained  in  the  hiftories  of  thofe  times. 
Perhaps  the  earl  had  intelligence  of  a  confpi- 
racy  forming  againft  himfelf  in  Anjou,  Tou- 
raine,  or  Maine  :  f^r  it  appears  that  thefe  pro- 
vinces were  not  abfolutely  free  from  intefline 
commotions  I  or  he  might  feek  a  delay  till 
the  earl  of  Glocefter  had  taken  all  the  necef- 
fary  meafure?  before  he  declared  againft  Ste- 
phen. Without  fome  paoti\fe  of  great  weight 
lb  able  a  prince  would  not  have  propofed  a 
ccffatioa  of  arms,  when  the  troops  pf  his 
enemy  were  more  inccnfed  againft  each  other 
than  againft  him,  and  could  not  be  brought 
into  one  camp,  or  made  to  aft  together  in  any 
joint  operations* 

CJrd.  vin         This  truce  was  concluded  in  the  month  of 
fubannri V37.  J^ily  of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty- 
Suger,invit.  ieven.     On  the  firft  of  Auguft  died  at  Paris 
Ud^Grom.  Lottis  the  Sixth,  furnamed  ie  Gros,  from  the 
corpulence  of  his  perfon.    A  much  nobler  fur- 
^  '  .  name  niight  have  been  properly  given  to  hin 
from  the  qualities  of  his  mind :   He  deferve 
to  have  been  called  the  Good,  or  the  Jul  . 
His  whole  Tcjgu  was  paffed  in  conftant  ftruj  • 
gles   with  the  in|blence,    the   licentioufnel 
and  the  tyranny  of  his  noblfes,  againft  who  .- 
Dppreftions  he   royally  defended  his  peopJ.. 
maintaining  his  laws  by  his  ante,  and  per- 
mitting uocrimes  tp  efcape  his  juftice, /  Tb   ^» 


OF   KING   HENRY   II.  3^ 

far  he  much  refembled  our  Henry  the  Firft;pooKl. 
but  in  policy  he  was  not  a  match  for  that '  ' 
king.  Yet  he  deferves  no  Icfs  efteem :  for  in 
goodnefs  of  heart  he  was  greatly  his  fuperior, 
and  had  fcarce  any  equal  among  all  the  con- 
temporary princes.  He  loft  his  health,  an4 
at  laft  his  life,  by  the  fatigues  he  fuft^ined^ 
in  befieging  caftle  after  caftje,  where  any  fla- 
gitious or  turbulent  perfon  had  broken  or  en- 
dangered the  peace  of  his  realin.  Abbot  Su-®*^g^»  ^"Z^^- 
ger,  his  principal  minifter,  tells  us,  that  hep^^J^.*^  * 
would  oftep  lament  the  unhappy  cpndition  of 
human  life,  in  which  tp  know  .much,  and 
(l^  much,  is  feldom  or  never  in  our  power 
together ;  adding,  that  if  he  had  known  in 
his  youth  what  he  knew  ip  his  age,  or  could 
aSl  in  his  age  with  the  fame  vigour  as  he 
aSted  in  his  youth,  he  (hould  have  been  able 
to  conquer  many  kingdoms.  Yet  that  hif- 
tprian  affirms,  that,  even  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  reign,  broken  as  he  was  with  incef- 
fant  toils,  and  heavy  from  a  too  corpulent 
habit  of  body,  if  any  thing  happened  in  any 
part  of  his  kingdom,  by  which  the  royal 
majefty  was  hurt  or  offended,  he  never  fuf- 
fered  it  to  continue  unchaftifed.  His  dying 
words  to  his  fon  were  admirable.  Remember^ 
laid  he,  and  have  it  always  before  your  eyes^  that 
the  royal  authority  is  a  puUick  charge^  ofnvhicb 
you  muji  render^  after  your  deaths  a  Jirid  ac^ 
count.  In  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty* 
one  he  unfortunately  loft  his  eldeft  fon 
Philip,  a  very  hopeful  youth ;  whjOj  while  he 
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OOK  I.  was  riding  in   the   fbburbs   of  Paris,    was 

^**"^'"'*^^  thrown  down  and  killed,  by  a  hog  running 
luddenly  under  the  feet  of  his  horfe.  The 
ftrangeneft  of  the  accident  aggravated  the 
lofs,  and  put  the  fortitude  of  the  fathei:  to  a 
terrible  proof;  biit  he  bore  it  with  the  he*^ 
roifm  of  a  good  chriflian  and  a  great  king. 
His  grief  did  not  hinder  him  from  immedi-i 
ixtely  thinking  of  the  moft  proper  meafures  to 
guard  his  pbople  and  family  againfl:  the,  ill 
confequences  of  this  unhappy  event;  For^ 
frefently  afterwards,  Innocent  the  Second 
holding  a  general  council  at  Rheims  in 
■""  Champagne,   the  afflided  monarch  brbught 

Louis,   his  fecond    fon,    to   that    city,   and 
caufed  him,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  aiTem-^ 
blyi    to    be    ahbinted    and    crowned    kingi 
though    under    thirteen    years    old,   by   the 
V.  Sagw,  m  hands  of  the  pope,  ifi  brder  (fays  Sugert  to 
Groffi  Regis,  j^^^^'  '^  dijittrbances  which  other  competitors 
J)*  119*       jor  the  crd'ivn  Might  excite  i    remarkable  words^ 
which  (hew  the  reafon  df  the  praftice  efta- 
bliftied  in  France  of  crowning  the  fon  du- 
ring the  life  bf  the  father,  and  prove  that  a 
regular   courfe   of  hereditary  fucceffion  was 
hot  yet  abfolutely  fettled  in  that  kingdom j 
.  any  iiiore  than  in  England.     This  is  alfo  con« 
firmied  by  another  contemporary    hiftoriail, 
y:  Ord.  Vit.who  fays,  **  That  many  both  of  the  clergy 
Lxui.p*«95,i,  and  laity  were  difpleafed  with  this  aft ;  fot 
*'  fome  of  the  lay -peers  had  conceived  hopes 
"  of  a  higher  advancement  after  the  death  of 
«<  Louis  le  Gi-osi  and  the  ecclefiafticks  de^ 

*'fu:ed 
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*<  fired  to  have  an  opportiinity  of  exercifingBOOK  I. 
•*  the  right  of  eleSing  a  Aingi  Prom  which  ^ 
*^  caufes  feveral  among  them  murmured  in 
*<  fecret  againft  this  mcafure,  and  would 
«*  undoubtedly  have  been  glad  to  prevent  it> 
*'  if  it  had  been  in  their  power.'*  He  after- 
wards ikys,  That  there  werefonie  who  attempted 
to  exclude  all  the  iffue  of  the  king  from  the  throne^ 
I  (hall  only  obferve,  that  if  this  account  be 
well  founded,  the  reafon  for  it  muft  probably 
have  been  the  minority  of  the  king's  chil- 
dren; as  no  other  objeftion  could  be  made 
againft  them*  But  the  yoiing  prince  being 
thus  crownfcd  without  any  declared  oppp- 
iition,  France  was  quiet  for  fdme  time ;  and^ 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  an  age  of  maturity,  he 
gained  more  by  $  tnarriage,  than  all  the 
greateft  df  his  royal  predeceffors^  ^nce  Charle- 
tnagne,  had  woU  by  the  fwbrd,  Fof  Wil- 
liam the  Ninths  duke  of  Aquitaine,  having 
died  without  iffue  male,  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-feven,  be- 
queathed his  dominions  to  Eleanor,  his  eldeft 
daughter,^  who  was  then  about  thirteen  years 
old,  and  declared,  it  was  his  deiire,  if  his 
barons  agreed  to  it^  that  (he  (hould  be  given 
in  marriage  to  the  young  king  of  France : 
which  being  confirmed  by  their  confent,  the 
offer  was  made  before  the  deith  of  Louis  le 
Grosi  That  pf  ince  and  his  fon  accepted  it 
with  joy,  as  they  had  great  reafon  to  do ;  for 
nothing  could  be  more  advantageous  to 
France  than  uniting  to  the  ctown  thofe  ex- 

tenfive 
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BOOK  I.  tenfive  dominions,  which  at  this  time  com- 
'  prehcnde4  the  two  dutchies  of  Gafcony  and 

Guienne,  the  earldom  of  Poidou,  the  pro- 
vince of  Bifcaye,  and  Ibme  other  countries  at 
the  foot  of  the  Pyranean  mountains.  Elea- 
nor herfelf  was  pleafed  with  the  match ;  for 
Louis  was  handfome ;  and  fhe  was  by  no 
means  infenfible  either  to  love  or  ambition. 
Her  face  was  agreeable,  her  pe;rfon  majeftick, 
her  wit  lively  and  fharp,  her  temper  gay 
and  inclining  to  levity  ;  which  the  genius  of 
the  French  nation  was  more  dilpofed  to  parr 
^  Sdgcr,p.32Kdon  than  any  other  fault.  All  parties  there* 
^^^LxHi.^^^^®  concurring  to  approve  of  this  marriage, 
it  was  celebrated  at  Bourdeaux,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  moft  of  the  nobility  of  Aquitaine; 
Eleanor  at  the  fame  time  being  crowned 
queen  of  France :  after  which  Louis  and  (he 
went  together  to  Poiftiers,  where,  on  the 
eighth  of  Auguft  eleven  hundred  and  thirty- 
fevcn,  he  received  the  coronet  of  the  dukes 
Sec Mabiiipn  of  Guienne,  and  ordered  the  title  of  dvx 
lw5^'^*^'  AciyiTANicvs  to  be  engraved  on  his  feal ; 
it  being  underftood  that  his  martiage  gave 
him  the  entire  pofleffion  and  government  of 
all  the  territories  which  belonged  to  his 
wife.  Some  lords  of  Xaintonge  refufed  in- 
deed to  fubmit  to  him ;  but  they  were  fub-^ 
dued  by  him,  without  difficulty,  as  he  paffed 
through  their  country,  and  forced  to  concur 
with  the  other  barons  of  Aquitaine,  in  pay- 
ing obedience  to  the  teftamentary  fettlemint 
made  by  their  duke.     Thus  did  this  young 

prince 
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prince  acqtiire  thefe  dominions,  the  naaftersBOOK  i. 
o£  which  had  vied,  in  power  and  wealth, ' 
with  the  kings  of  France,  their  fovereigns, 
apd,  being  defccnded  from  Childebrand,  bro* 
ther  of  Charles  Martel,  thought  themfelves 
equal,  at  leaft,  in  their  genealogy,  to  the 
race  of  Hugh  Capet.  But  his  father  had 
not  the  pleafure  of  ieelng  him  after  his  mar- 
riage }  the  heat  of  the  iummer,  which  was 
more  violent  than  had  ever  been  known  in 
thoie  parts,  and  could  hardly  be  endured  by 
the  ftrongeft  conftitutions,  having  fo  im- 
paired his  wieak  health,  that  he  died  from 
the  efFefts  of  it,  in  the  fixticth  year  of  his 
age  and  the  thirtieth  of  his  reign,  after 
extraordinary  ads  of  contrition  and  peni- 
tence, which  not  fo  much  the  faults  of  his 
life,  as  the  tendernefs  of  his  confcience,  and 
fome  fuperflition  mixed  with  his  piety,  made 
him  inopofe  on  himfelf.  During  the  autumn  Ord.Vierf. 
that  followed  the  deceafe  of  this  king,  Nor-^-^^"-P*^"* 
mandy  was  difturbed  by  civil  commotions,  * 
which  the  truce  lately  concluded  between 
Stephen  and  GepfFry  did  not  appeafe,  though 
it  enabled  the  former  to  fettle  his  power 
more  finely  there,  than  he  could  poffibly 
have  done  without  that  advantage.  Before 
the  end  of  the  year  he  was  obliged  to  return 
into  England,  and  leavQ  his  dutchy  under 
the  government  of  two  Norman  barons ;  one 
jqf  whom,  being  foon  afterwards  drawn  into 
an  ambufh  by  fome  nobles  of  the  Angevin 
party,  w^s  il^ins  but  the  other  maintained 

his 


L 


BOOK  I,  his  truft,  with  fpirit  and  good  conduft,  till 
"^  May  the  ilext  year,  when  William  of  Ipres 

and  the  earl  of  Meulant,  arriving  with  more 
forces,  took  the  chief  command  and  authc^ 
rity  in  thofe  parts.  It  was  a  flrange  obfti* 
nacy  in  the  king  to  perfift  in  elnploying  the 
former  of  thefe  lords,  where  he  was  fo  difa- 
greeable :  but  it  is  the  fate  of  {weak  princes^ 
to  think  that  they  are  never  fo  well  ferved 
as  by  thofe  of  whofe  authority  their  people 
complaui  the  moft,  and  fo  make  the  pub- 
lick  hatred  a  ground  of  their  confidence ; 
as  if  fuch  perfons,  having  no  other  ftrength 
or  proteftioh  to  depend  upon  for  fupport^ 
muft  belong  more  to  theitt,  ind  be  more 
devotedly  attached  to  their  intereft.  This, 
with  the  vanity  of  fupporting  the  choice  he 
had  m^de,  determined  Stephen  to  continue 
his  Englifli  and  Norman  affairs  under  the 
management  of 'William  of  Ipres,  though 
'  he  had  fuch  evident  proofs  of  the  diffatis- 
faftion  it  produced  in  both  Coudtries.  The 
earl  of  Meulant  indeed  was  lefs  odious  to 
the  Normans,  as  not  being  a  foreigner ;  but 
neither  was  he  niuch  beloved,  being  a  man 
who  had  more  pride  than  greatnefs'  of  mind^ 
and  more  cunning  than  wifdom.  The  ar- 
,  rival  of  thefe  minifters,  whofe  Unpopularity 
hurt  their  party,  as  much  as  the  force  they 
^brought  over  with  them  could  do  it  good, 
did  not  prevent  the  carl  of  Glocefter  front 
executing  the  plan  which  he  had  for  fome 
time  been  forming*     About  the   beginning 

of 
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of  June  he  took  up  arms^  and  joined  theBOOK  L 
earl  of  Anjou,  who,  regardlcfs  of  thetruce^'      -    -^ 
which  was  qot  yet  exfMred,  came  ihto  Nor^^ 
mandy,   and  by  means  of  that  nobleman's 
intelligence  with  him  got  pofieffion  of  Ba^ 
yeux,  C^Een,  and   i^veral  other  towns:   but^ 
the  king's  troops  having  been  ftrengthened 
by  a  large  reinforcement,    he   retired  again 
inta  hid  own  dominions,  leaving  the  towns, 
which   he    had    gained,    well   lecured   with 
good  garriibps,   under   the  care  of  the  earl 
of  Glocefter,     All  the  abilities  of  that  lord 
were  now  employed  in  perfuading  the  Nor* 
nt^an  nobility  to  follow  his  example  in  the 
part  he  had  taken  5    an4  by  his  authority^ 
added  to  the  flroug  indigation  of  their  own 
difcontents^  fome  of  them  were  induced  tQ 
forfake  the  king :  but  a  majority  adhered  to 
him,  either  for  fear  of  lofing  their  Englifli 
eftates,  or  out  of  diflike  to  the  earl  of  An- 
jou,  who,  though  he  was  a  prince  of  great 
merits    had  not    found    the  art  of  gaining 
their  afFe^ions.  ^  During  the  autumn  of  thisOrd.  Vltai. 
year,  the  king  being  detained  by  the  troubles^"^^'*^*"^*^ 
i|i  England,   and   his  two  generajs  recalled 
frona   Norijiandy  to  his   affiftance,     GeofFry    y 
fnade   other  attempts   00  that  dutchy,    but 
failed  in  his  enterprizes,  ?od  returned  home 
with  fome  diihonor.  '  Things  remained  there 
in  much  the  famfe  fituation  j    both   faftionsi 
keeping  poflleffion  of  the  towns  they  had  got, 
from  whence  they  infcfted  the  whole  coun^ 
tf^ ;  the  borons  making  a  cruel  war  on  each 

pthprj 
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B  o  o  K  i»  other ;  and  the  people  being  equally  ruined 
Gcrv.Chron.  ^7  ^^^  J  ^^^^  February  in  the  year  eleven  hun- 
p.1350.  dred  and  forty,  when  a  very  important  alte- 
J^;S"°f'"*^|^*  ration  was^  made,  with  relation  to  this 
Brampton  dutchy,  by  Stephen  and  France^  For  the 
Chron.  p.  former,  by  means  of  the  treafure  he  had  taken 
*^*^*  from   the   bifhop   of  Salifbury,    obtained  of 

Louis  le  Jeunc  the  princefs  Conftantia,  a 
fifter  of  that  king,  and  with  her,  by  way 
of  dowfer,  the  inveftiture  of  Normandy,  for 
his  eldeft  fon  Euftace,  defiring  to  make  over 
to  him  his  own  title,  in  hopes  that  the 
French  monarch  would  do  more  to  fupport 
the  claim  of  a  brother-in-law,  than  Louis 
.  .  le  Gros  had  done  for  him.  He  certainly^ 
might  expcft  to  draw  great  advantages  ftom 
fucn  an  alliance,  not  only  in  Normandy,  but 
alfo  in  England  ;  and  might  think  he  did  not 
purchafe  it  at  too  dear  a  rate,  though,  in- 
ftead  of  the  lady's  bringing  a  portion  to  his 
fon,  he  was  forced  tp  procure  the  match  by 
a  very  large  fum,  which  he  could  but  ill  af- 
ford, Ijefides  divefting  himfelf  of  the  dutchy. 
Neverthelefs  the  king  of  France  went  no 
further  than  to  mediate  between  him  and 
Matilda,  till  after  the  battle  of  Lincoln ; 
nor  even  then  did  he  give  any  efFeftual  affift- 
ance  to  him  or  his  fon.  Euftace,  unaided 
by  that  prince,  and  not  come  to  an  age  of 
maturity,  could  do  nothing  for  himfelf;  and 
the  Normans  confidered  his  party  as  abfo- 
?5ii^"*^2  y^^^^y  ruined  by  the  defeat  of  his  father/  Yet 
fiibanM?4iifo  vcry  uowiUiug  weremoft  of  them  to  fub- 

mit 
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mlt  to  Matildai  or  to  her  hufband,  that,' as  book  l 
fooa  as  ever  the  news  of  Stephen's  captivity 
was  brought  into  Normandy,  the  archbi(hop 
of  flouen  and  all  the  principal  barons  offered 
their  dutchy  once  more  to  the  earl  of  Blois^ 
and  propofed  to  aflift  him  in  fubduing  £ng-* 
land :    a  propofal   too   extravagant,    as  well 
as  too   odious,   to  be  received   by   the  earl, 
who  would  have  incurred  the  deteftation  of 
all  mankind,   by  cov,eting  the  fpoils  of  his 
brother  and  nephew,  inftead  of  aiding  them 
in  their  calamity.     But  even  ibme  parts  of 
Normandy    were   not,  at  that   time,  in  the 
power  of  thofe   who   made  him  this  offer; 
and  there  was  no  profpeft  of  fuccefs  in  an 
attempt    upon    England,    where    he   would 
have  been  'equally  oppofed  by  both  parties. 
He    therefore    refufed    to    engage    in    fuch 
undertakings,  unfit  for  a  prince  .of  his  repu- 
tation; but  ably  availed  himfelf  of  the  over- 
tures made  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Nor- 
mans, to  treat  with  the  earl  of  Anjou,  whom 
he  agreed  to  acknowledge,  both  as  duke  of 
Normandy  and  king  of  England,  on  condi- 
tion   that   he    (hould    give    up   the    city  of 
Tours,  to  which  the  earls  of  Blois  had  an 
ancient  claim,  fet  Stephen  free,    and  reftore 
to  hiria  all  the   pofl'effions   he  had    enjoyed 
before  he  was  made  king.     None   of  thefe     • 
articles  were  performed  by  the  earl  of  Anjou, 
who  had  not  indeed  the  power  of  executing 
that    part   of  the    treaty    which    related    to 
Stephen.     Neverthelefs    the    earl    of   Blois 

perfevered 
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pOOK  L  perfevered    ih    his   purpofe,   not  to   cmbroi| 

ehron.Norm.  himfelf  in  the  troubles  of  Normandy.     Geofr 

p.  979,980,  fry,  being  therefore  fecure  on  that  fide,,  and 

Qrd- Vital,    ^^i^g    With    vigour,    while    the    Normans 

bm?Chron.  werc  ftunned  and  difpirited  by  the  fuccefs  of 

p.  18^7.  fub  Matilda  in   England,    made   himfelf  mailer 

MLft.^hift.'^f^  great  part  of  the  dutchy,  cither  by  force, 

nov.  f.  109,  oj*  by  agreement  with  fome  of  jhe  nobles, 

?'??  who,    upon   terms  of   advantage    ftipulated 

for   themfelves,  gave  up  to  him  what  they 

found    they .  could  not   defend*    But  many 

places  of  ftrength   continued  in  the  cuftody 

of  Stephen's  adherents,   who,   being  encou? 

raged  by  the    favorable    change    of    affairs 

that  happened  in  England,  were  ftilj  unfub-- 

4ued  when  the  earl  of  Glocefter  canae  over 

frorh  thence  inta  Norpjandy,  fent  by  Ma- 

Itilda,  to  negotiate  with  her  hufband,     The 

carl  of  Anjou  received  hiiyi  with  all  poilible  ^ 

marks  of  efteem  apd  affeftion  j    but,  being 

preffed  by  him  to  gq,  without   del&y,   into 

England,  a?  the  only  expedient  left  of  fup? 

porting  the  caufe  of  his  wife  arid  fon  in  that 

rcalmy'he  excufed  himfelf  from  it,  by  plead* 

ing  the  danger  of  withdrawing   his   perfbn 

or  forces  ffom  Normandy,  while  fo  large  ^ 

portion  of  that  dutchy  yet   remained  unrcf 

duced.     The  c^rl  of  Glocefter,   tp  remove 

this  objedion,   attended  him  into  the  |ield. 

and  fery^d  under  his   orders,  t^li  jthfy  had 

takep  ten^caftles,  aojpng  which  v^crp  fome 

pf  great  ijnportancc*    But  Rouen,  the  capital 

4th  y^f^^  WU  ip  the  ppwcr  of  thcjir  enemies : 


OF    KING   HENRY   n.  ^ 

^nd  GeofFry  efteemed  his  poffeffion  df  Nor^BOOK  rL 
mandy  neither  compleat  nor  fecure,  till  that  ^  '^  / 
was  fubdued.  He  alledged  other  caufes  for 
his  not  being  inclined  to  p^fs  the  fea,  par- 
ticularly the  fear  pf  a  rebellion  in  Anjou, 
which  he  had  fome  grounds  to  cxpe(9t,  if  he 
removed  too  far  from  the  borders  of  that  earU 
dom.  'There  was  perhaps  a  fecret  reafbn^ 
which  had  more  weight  in  his  min4  than  all 
other  objeftions,  viz,  |:h^  difficulty  of  fettling 
with  Matilda  herfelf  and  jthe  barons  of  Epg^ 
)and  what  (hare  of  royahy  fhould  be  given  tp 
him  in  and  over  that  kingdom.  For  neither  ^yas 
(he  of  a  temper  to  part  with  the  fovereignty 
vefted  in  her  by  the  will  of  her  father,  nor 
did  he  like  to  re(ide  there  as  her  fubje^J; ;'  ain4 
none  of  the  ErigU(h  had  yet  expre^ed  fh? 
ieaft  inclination  to  receive  him  as' their  kii)gi, 
jThis  in  all  probability  had  before  niade  him 
unwilling  to  gfx  into  th^t  kingdom,  t^n^  was 
^he-  chief  caufe  of  his  backwardnefs  at  thi^ 
time.  That  he  defirpd  the  title  of  king  of 
England  appears  from  the  treaty  he  rpade 
with  the  earl  of  Blois ;  and  wheij  hp  fenjt 
for  the  earl  of  Gloceiter,  it  might  be  witl> 
an  intention  to  founds  him  on  that  point]^ 
which,  by  the  influence  of  thi§  lord  over  his 
filter  and  h^r  party,  he  might  hope  to  gaio 
^at  that  crilis.  But  it  m^y.be  prefunjed,  that^ 
when  he  had  conferred  with  -  him  upon  thi 
affair,  he  found  no  encouragement;  and  this 
jnight  well  produce  a  difguft,  which,  toge* 
Jther  witKi^me  unfettled  condition  of  Nor- 
\  Y(^i^  jTly    "      ''    E  .  mand/, 
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raandy,  and  his  dread  of  troubles  in  Anjon^ 
determined  him  to  refufe  the  requeft  of  Ma- 
tilda.    All  that  her  brother  could  prerail  upoa 
him  to  do,  after  much  interceffion,  was  to 
Malmfb,  hift.fend    over    Prince    Henry 'Plantageiiet,    his 
w>y.  L  ii.     eldeft    fon,    then   between    eight   and  nine 
**"^*         years    old,    to  encourage    and  animate   his 
party  in  England  by  the  fight  of  a  prince,  to 
whom  they  had  fworn  alfegiance  when  he 
was  in  his  cradle,   and  who  could  not  yet 
have  given  them  any  offence.     This  was  the 
more    wanting,   as  they   were    alienated    fo 
much  from  his  mother  by  her  ill  conduft ; 
befides   the  objections  which  *  the  nation  in 
general  had  to  her  government  on  account  of 
Kef  fex.     To  give  a  new  and  better  objeft  of 
hope  to  the  wife,  and  zeal  to  the  multitude, 
was  doubtkfs  good  policy.     But,  while  the 
Ibidertfc        earl  of  Glocefter  was  employed  in  perfuadirg  - 
'^^r^thc  carl  of  Anjou,  by  thefe  and  other  rea- 
ji.HuBtingd.fons,  to  let  him  carry  over  the  young  prince 
^||^'^^^*5»  into  England,  he  was  obliged  by  the  ill  news 
Kcgis,  L^ii*  he  received  from  that  country  to  haften  his 
f.9Sh959'  return  to  it;    the  events,    which   had  hap- 
pened during  his  abfence,  having  (hewn  that 
his  apprehenfipns  upon  leaving  his  fitter,  to 
go  into  Normandy,  had  been  well  founded. 
For  very  foon  afterwards,  the  king,  having 
entirely  recovered  his  health,  and  feeking  to  - 
revenge  the  ill  ufage  he  had  fuffered,  profe- 
cuted  the  war  with   great  vigour.     He  felt 
the  advantage  he   had  in  the  ^rl  of  Glo*- 
ceflcr^s  being  out  of  the  kingdiifi.   and  im- 

\  proved 
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pfoVed  it  to  the  utmoft.  His  firft  enicrpnze^oot  h 
Was  againft  Wareham  caftle,  which,  being 
but  weakly  garrifoned,  was  fbpn  taken.  He 
then  marched  into  Glocefterfliire,  came  on  a 
fudden  to  Cirencefter,  furprilcd  the  caftle 
and  burnt  it  to  the  ground.  From  thence 
he  proceeded  with  equal  celerity  to  two 
other  caftles,  (ituated  on  the  foad  between 
Cirencefter  and  Oxford,  which  xMatilda  had 
fortified  as  out*guards  and  barriers,  for  her 
greater  fecurity  during  her  abode  in  that 
cityi  The  ftrongeft  of  thefe  he  took  by 
ftornl,  the  other  by  capitulation  ;  and,  hav-^«^-  Steph. 
ing  thus  Opened  his  way  to  Oxford^  unex-j.^f  P-958* 
peftedly  appeared  before  the  town*  Ac- 
cording tb^an  hiftori^n  who  lived  in  thofe 
days,  it  was  then  furrounded  by  waters  fo 
as  to  be  thought  inacce"ffible,  and  was  fur- 
ther fecured  by  the  heft  fortifications  in  ufe 
at  that  time.  The  caftle  and  tower,  which- 
covered  one  fide  of  itj  were  accounted  im-* 
pregnable ;  and  there  the  emprefs  refided : 
fo  that  neither  ftie  nor  her  council  appre-* 
bended  any  danger  i  efpecialiy  as  they 
thought  the  king  at  a  diftance,  and  had  no 
idea  that  he  could  with  fuch  expedition 
have  reduced  all  the  forts  which  barred  his 
way.  When  his  army  was  fcen  upon  the 
outward  bank  of  the  river,  before  the  walls 
of  the  town^  the  garrifon  fallied  out,  and, 
fuppoiing  that  the  ftream  could  not  be  pafled^lbii|>.9^9* 
advanced  to  the  brink  of  it,  from  whence 
their   archers    fecurely  infeftod  his   cavalry 

£  a  witfai 
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BOOK  L  with  ihowers  of  arrows,  and  fome  amoog 
them  derided  him  in  a  fcurrilous  man- 
ner. Incenfed  at  their  infolence,  he  point- 
ed out  to  his  foldiers  a  part  of  the  river, 
where  he  remembered  a  ford,  and  fetting 
ipurs  to  his  horfe  courageoufly  plunged 
into  it  himfelf.  The  whole  cavalry  fol- 
lowed; and  though  even  there  the  water 
was  fo  deep,  that  it  forced  the  horfes  to 
fwim,  they  pafled  it  fafely,  and  charging 
the  enemy,  who  flood  fnotionlefs  from 
their  aftonifhment  at  the  boldnefs  of  this 
attempt,  immediately  broke  them  ;  and 
not  only  drove  them  into  the  town,  but 
entered  it  with  them ;  and,  after  they  had 
fet  fire  to  feveral ,  parts  of  it,  killed  or  took 
prifoners  moft  of  the  garrifon,  thofe  only 
efcaping  who  were  able  to  gain  admittance 
into  the  caftle. 

This  was  much  the  moft  fpirited  adioo 
that  on  either  fide  had  been  done  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  war;  and  by  the  happy  fuccefs 
of  it  Stephen  faw  himfelf,  almofl  in  ^n  ip- 
ftant,  poffefled  of  a  city,  which  it  muft  have 
coft  him  the  labour  of  many  months  to  re- 
duce .  by  the  tardy  approaches  of  a  regular 
fiege.  But  what  gave  him  nioft  joy  was  the 
hope,  that,  in  confequence  of  ^his  fortunate 
temerity,  he  (hould  make  the  iqfiperiou^ 
Matilda  his  captive,  after  having  been  her's* 
For  he  held  her  (hut  up  in  the  caftle,  as  in  ^ 
prifon,  and  aflured  himfelf  that  at  length  he 
Ihould  be  mafter  of  that  fortrefs,  either  by 

force 
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iprce  or  by  famine.     To  have  the  advantage ]^ooK  i. 
of  both   methods,  he    aflkulted   it   furioufly^       w— -^ 
with  battering  engines,  and  at  the  fame  time 
Aopt  all  accefs  to  it  from  the  neighbouring 
country.      The   barons,     who    had    pledged ^^"^|^:.^^^- 
their    faith   to   the    earl    of  Glocefter,    that  f.^^Jo^' "* 
they  would  guard  his  firter  from  all  danger  Geft.  Steph. 
»  during  his  abfence,   feeing  her  now  fo  un-   ^S- P-959- 

happily    expofed    by    their    negligence,    af- 
f  iembled  at  Wallirigford,   and  there  refolved 

!  to  fight  with  Stephen,  if  by  any  means  they 

could    draw    him    into    the    field :    but   he 
wifely  continued  his  fiege,  without    accept- 
[  ing  the  battle  which  they  oftered ;    nor  durft 

|^  they    attack    him    within    the    fortifications 

with  which  he  was  covered :  he  was  in  no 
want  of  provifions, .  the  .town  being  full  of 
them  ;  and  they  found  it  impoffible  to  pre- 
vent him  from  receiving  any  fupplies  he 
might  want,  by.  his  communication  with 
London,  as  he  commanded  the  whole  coun- 
try between  that  city  and  Oxford :  fo  that, 
after  feveral  vain  confultations  about  it,  they 
drew  off  their  forces,  leaving  Matilda  in  de- 
fpair  of  any  relief.  But  her  invincible  fpirit 
made  her  hold  out  beyond  their  hopes,  pre- 
ferring death  to  captivity^  and  animating  her 
garrilbn,  which  was  chiefly  compbfed  of  the 
knights  and  officers  of  her  hou (hold,  with 
her  own  courage.  She  was  in  this  fituation, 
*.  wl^en*  the  nqws  of  her  danger  rieached  the 
,    earl  of  Glpcefter,    who    thereupon   took  a 

•  fiafty  leave  of  the  earl  of  Anjou,   and  with 

*  -^    '  E  ^  Prindb 
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B  o  o  K  L  Princei  Henry,  his  nq)hew,  fet  fail  for  Ejig* 
'  land.     His   voyage  was   prosperous;  and  he 

arrived,  with  a  force  of  between  three  and 
four  hundred  knights,  in  his  own  port  of 
Wareham,  about  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber, in  ,the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
two.  He  found  the  caftle  in  that  town  pof- 
feffed  by  a  garrifon  of  the  king's  troops^ 
who  agreed  to  yield  it  to  him  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks,  if  their  mafter  did  not  relieve 
it  before  that  term,  But  neither, the  lofs  of 
this  place,  nor  any  other  detriment  his  party 
might  fufFer,  appeared  to  Stephen  a  fufficient 
motive  to  abandon  the  great  objeft  he  had 
in  view.  He  determined,  and  publickly 
declared  to  his  friends,  tha{  he  would  not 
depart  out  of  Oxford,  nor  fend  away  any 
detachment  of  his  forces  from  thence,  on 
any  account  whatfoever,  till  the  paftje  was 
furrendered  to  him,  and  thq  emprefs  herfeif 
delivered  into  his  hands.  The  garrifon  of 
Wareham,  upon  receiving  this  anfwer,  gave 
up  the  fort ;  and  the  earl  of  Glocefter  ioov\ 
afterwards  took  the  ifle  of  Portland,  whicl> 
Stephen  had  fortified,  and  alfo  Liil^otth 
caftle.  As  neither  William  of  Ipres,  por 
any  other  nobleman  on  the  king'§  fide,  made 
head  to  oppofe  him,  it  mrjy  be  prefumed 
that  they  were  alj  employed  with  that  prince 
in  befieging  Matilda,  except  thofe  tO/whofe 
charge  his  inoft  important  towns  and  forr 
trefles  were  committed.  Indeed  the  length 
jpf  the  ciyii'War  had  by  this  tijnp  fd  exhaufted  , 
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the  ftrcngth  of  the  kingdom,  and  garrifonsBOOK  i. 
Hverc  to  be  found  for  fo  many  caftles,  that^""  "■«  "•' 
a  thoufand  men  at  arms  are  fpoken,  of  by 
liiftoriaQS  as  a  great  army.  1  he  forcfc  which 
the  earj  of  Glocefter  had  brought  over  fron;i 
Normandy,  joined  tofome  of  his  valjTals,  was 
therefore  fulfi^ieat  to  give  him  a  fuperia- 
rity  upon  that  coaft  :  but  none  of  thefe  con- 
quefts  were  of  much  ufe  10  the  party,  while 
the  peribu  of  the  emprefs  continued  in  dan- 
ger; a  danger  which  every  moment  grew 
aM>re  alarming^  as  flie  had  now  been  beiieged 
.above  two  months,  and  began  to  fuffer  great 
^iftrefs  for  want  of  provifions,  Senfible  of 
this,  her  brother  exerted  all  his  power  wjth 
ihe  party^  to  induce  them  to  make  an  extra- 
ordinary e^rt,  and  riik  the  attacking  of 
Stephen  within  Oxford  walls,  rather  than 
permit  him  to  accomplifh  his  pqrpofe  of 
taking  Matilda.  He  fent  a  geioeral  fummonsY^^-*"*^^^ 
to  all  her  adherents  to  meet  him  at  Qirm-^"*^*"^  "^"** 
cefter,  declaring  his  intention  to  lead  them 
^lireSly  to  Oxford.  They  came  at  his  call, 
admitted  the  neceflity  of  what  he  propofedt 
.  and  were  on  their  march  to  put  it  in  exe- 
cutiottf  when,  to  their  infinite  furprize  and 
joy,  they  heard  (he  was  fafe  in  the  caftle  ©f 
Wallingford. 

By  what  means  this  very  wonderful  efcapeGeft.  Steph. 
was  efeded  we  are  not  well  informed.     The^^s-  !•"• 
conte.mporary  author  of  ihe  A^s  of  fCing  Su-  '  ^^^ 
pben  fays,  that  the  emprefs,  reduced  to  the 
utmoft   extremity  for  waut  of  all  food  and 
E  4         *  neccf- 
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fiaoK  t  neceffaries  of  life,  and  def{)airing  of  fuccouJ^* 
'  '  ""  '  went  out  of  the  caftle,  by  night,  accorilpanied 
only  by  three  knights  of  her  hdufliold,  whoni 
for  their  prudence  (he  chofe  to  b6  her  atten-' 
aants  upon  tliis  occafion,  without  the  know^ 
'  ledge  of  th^  reft  of  her  garrifon  ;    ^nd,  being 
Condu£led    by    one    of  tht    enemy's    army, 
whom  fhe  had  gained,  pafled  over  theThamesi 
which  then  happened  to  be  frozfen  fo  hard 
as  to  bear,    and    through    the   midft  of  thfe 
king's  troops,  which  were  ported  very  thick 
bn  the  other  fide  of  the  riVer,  till  with  great 
kbouf  and  difficulty  fhe  got  (afe  to  Abingdoi>, 
after  having  walked  almoft  fix  miles   through 
a  deep  fiiow.     Some  authors  later  than  this, 
i  . ;     ^  yet  near  to  thofe  times,  have  added  this  cir- 
V.  H.  Hunu  cumftance,    that   (he  and  :all  her  attendants 
Gl'rv'chrll]^^^  liiienj  to  be  lefs  dif- 

>ut  Hovedcn,  tinguilhed  in  thfe  fnow,  and  the  more^  eafily 
^^""•P-'-^^^efcape  obfervation.     But  William  of  Malmf- 
Brompton,     bury^    ^ho    was    mbft  likely  t6    know    the 
p.  1032.        truth,  confefles  his    ignorance  as  to  the  cir- 
I  f^"J^^^"'*'cumftanctes  of  her   efcape ;   aiid  fays,  all  he 
Maimfb.  hift.  could  learn  with  certainty  about  it  was,  that, 
pov.  1. 11.     ^pon    the  alarm   of  the   earl   of  Gloeeftfer's 
approach,  many  of  the  king's   forces  at  Ox- 
ford-, deferted,    and    the    i-eft    became    more 
negligent  than  they  had  been  before  in  keep- 
ing   watch  about  the  caftle,    their  thoughts 
not  being  fo  much  employed  on  that  objeft 
as  oh  the  battle  they  expefted  to  fight :    that 
this  was  obferved  by  the  citizens,  who;   fa- 
vouring the  em^rcffe,  gavfe  her   iiitelligeni^e 

of 
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of  it  by  fome  means  or  other;  upon  which pop^  ^^ 
ihe  went  out  of  a  poftern  gate,  with  four  ' 
knights,  paffed  the  river  Thames,  a,nd  walke4 
on  foot  as  far  as  Abingdon,  where  ihe  tbdjc 
horfe,  and  rode  from  thence  to  WallingforcJ 
caftle.  ,The  fame  hiftoriah  fays  in  another  - 
place,  that  many  perfons  had  joined  the 
king's  army  at  Oxford^,  more  out,of  gr^edi- 
nefs  to  obtain  a  (hare  in  the  booty  they  ex- 
peSed  to  find  in  the  caftle,  than  enmity  to 
the  emprefs.  Among  thefe  it  is  very  pro- 
bable fdnie  were  corrupted,  to  fufFer  her  to 
pafs  by  their  pofts  unmolefted. .  Upon  the 
jvhole,  we  have  certainly  reifon  to  fufpeft, 
that  -there  was  a ,  fecret  ip  this  gffair  which 
never  was  publiflied,  and  more  than  one 
traitor  in  the-  army  of  Stephen; ..  Otherwife 
he  might  juftly  be  accufed  of  fuch  negli- 
gence, as  would  be  unpardonable  in  a  com- 
mander, and  can  hardly  be  fuppbfed  in  one  of 
his  active  and  vigilant  character. 

Matilda  had  often  been  faved  beyond  all 
hope,  juft  when  Ihe  feemed  pn  the  very 
brink  of  deftruflion ;  and  h6r  former  efcapes 
but.  voif  Arundel  caftle,  London,  and  Win- 
chefter,  were  not  fo  furprifing  as  this:.buti 
ivhatever  obligations  (he  had  in  it  to  fortune^ 
(he  owed  yet  more  to  her  own .  dauntlefs  and 
mafculine  courage.  Indeed  (he  had  a  mind 
which  coujd  not  bear  profperity,  but  which  • 
adieerfity  could  nbt  conquct'*  That  fpiriti 
which  power  rendered,  haughty  apd  infolenp, 
was  intrepid   ii  dangerj    knd  great  in  mif- 

fbrtune; 


5«  HlSTORlr  OF  THE  LIFE 

BOOK  I.  fortune.  As  foon  as  Stephen  was  infortaed 
"  of  her  being  at  Wallingford,  he  ofTered 
terms  to  the  garrifon  of  the  caftic  of  Oxford^ 
which  they  accepted,  and  immediately  fur^ 
rendered  it  to  him:  an  acquifitidn  of  confer- 
'  quence,  and  which,  if  he  had  not  loft  a 
greater  prize,  would  have  been  matter  of 
great  joy  and  triumph  to  his  party.  During 
the  reft  of  the  winter  all  was  quiet,  and  the 
emprels  was  paid  for  all  that  flic  had  fuffercd^ 
by  the  fight  of  her  fon,  whom  the  earl  of 
Glocefter  brought  to  her  at  Wallingford 
Caftle.     He  was  afterwards  carried  to  Briftol, 

Gcrr.  Chron,  and   continued   there   four  years,  under  the 

•nn?ii4?!^  <:are  of  his  uncle,   who   traiaed  him  up  in 

,     ,   fuch  exerciies  as  were  moft  proper  to  form 

his  body  for  war,  and  in  thofe  ftudies  which 

might  embellifli    and  ftren^rhen   his  njind. 

SecMalmft).  'j-j^^  ^^^j  ^f  Qlocefter  himtelf  had  no  incon- 
•*  iiderable  tintSture  of  learnings   and  was  the 

patron  of  all  who  excelled  in  it ;  qualities 
rare  at  ^11  times  in  a  nobleman  of  his  high 
rank,  but  particularly  in  an  age  when  know^ 
ledge  and  valour  were  thought  incompatible, 
and  not  (o  be  able  to  read  was  a  mark  of 
nobility.  This  truly  great ,  man  broke 
'  through  that  cloud  of  barbarous  ignorance, 
and,  after  the  example  of  his  father  King 
Henry,  enlarged  his  underftanding,  and  hu- 
manized his  oiipd,  by  a  commerce  with  the 
mufes,  which  he  afliduoufly  cultivated,  oven 
in  courts  and  camps ;  fliewing,  by  his  con- 
dud,  how  u fef ul  if  was  both  to  the  ftateiinan 

and 
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jnd  the  general  ^  The  fame  love  of  fcienceBOOKl. 
and  literature   he  infufed  into  his  nephew, 
who  under  his    influence  began   to   acquire 
what  he  never  afterwards  loft,  an  ardour  for 
ftudy  and  a  knowledge  of  books  not  to  be 
found  in  any   other   prince   of  thole  times* 
Indeed  the  four  years  which  he  now  pafied  in 
England  laid  the  foundation  of  all  that  was  ^^P*^^^.|^* 
jafterwards   moft   excellent   in  him;    for  his5^6""^^^  * 
tarheft    impreffions    were    taken    from    his 
uncle,  who,  not  only  in  learning,  but  in  all 
Dthier    perfeftions,  in    magnanimity,    valour, 
prudence,  and  all  moral  virtues,  was  the  beft 
example  that  pould  be  propofed  to  his  imt« 
tatioiif    Nor  was  it  a  fmall  advantage  to  him 
that  his  was  removed  from  the  luxury  of  a 
court,    and   bred  up    among   foldiers  in  the 
conftant  pr^ftice  of  chivalry,  which  gave  a 
manly  turn  to  his  mind,  and  made  him  de* 
fpife  ?i  lif6  of  effeminate  floth.     In  this  fitu- 
fition  the  earl  of  Glocefter  was  able  to  keep 
from  hini  the  fmooth  poifon  of  flattery  ;  and 
the   firft    ieflbris   he  learned    were   thofe  of 
truth*     While  he  wa^^  thys  formed  to  great- 
nefs    by  a  good  education,  the  kingdom  he 
was    borrj   to  inherit  was  fouglit   for,  with 
alternate  fuccefs,  by  the  emprefs  his  mother, 
?nd  Stephen^    So  many  fudden  and  wonder* 
ful  changes  of  fortune,  as  both  of  thefe  ex- 
nerienced    during   the    courfe    of  this    war, 
ire  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  hiftory,  and 
lardly  in  any  well-invented  romance.     The 
oteat  fupcriprity  that  Stephen  had  gained  in 
"^  "    '—  the 
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B^oo K^:  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-two  feenleicl  * 
^"^^"^  to  promife  him  a  decifive  fuccefs  in  the  next^ 
notwithftanding  the  efcape  of  Matilda  from 
Oxford.     But  the  event  was  not  anfwerable 
Slnn^JT"**^    thefe    expedlations.      For,    after   a  vain 
^   attempt  on  Wareham  caftle,    which    ended 
only  in  ruining  the  country  about  it,  by  the 
barbarous   ravages  of  his  mercdnary  troops, 
he  endeavoured   to  build  a  fort  at   Wilton^ 
or  rather  to  fortify  a  nunnery  there,   which 
.   was  conveniently  fituated  to  bridle  the  ex- 
curfions  of  the  garrifon   of  Safum,  and    of 
other  caftles  and  towrns  that  were  held  for 
the  cndprefi  in  that  part  of  the  realm.     Thg 
profanation  was  aiithorifed  by  the  bifhop  of 
Winchefter,  who,  at  the  head  of  his  vaffals^ 
attended  the  king  his  brother  upon  this  fer- 
Geft.  Steph.  .vice,  to  whichr  all  the  barons  of  their  party  ' 
pT^o/q^o.  were  fummoncd;  and  many  came;  but,  while 
Keubrigenfis,  the  reft    Were  on  their   march,    thfe  earl   of 
Luc.  lo.      Glocefter,    who    diligently    watched  all   the 
motions  that  .the  enemy  made,  collefted  his 
friends,  and  before  thole  fupplies  could  join 
the  king  came   fuddenly  upon   him  at  Wil* 
ton;  and   attacked   him   witb  fo  much  fpirit^ 
that  the  greater  part  of  his   army    vvns   in* 
ilantly  routed.     He  would  himfelf  have  been 
either  flain;   or  agahi  taken   prifoner,,.  if  the 
brave    William  MarteLj,  his    fenefchall,    had 
not  made  a  fland  for  fotxie  time;  with  a  few 
of  his  own  vaflals,  againft  the  whole  force 
lof   the   enemy,   and   flopped   them   till  jthfc    « 
king  and  his  brother  had  efcaped-;  but,  aftei?' 

,     havin|[' 
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having  done  the  utmoft  that  valour  over- BOOK  !• 
powered  by  numbers  could  do,  he  was 
forced  to  yield  himfeif  prifoner,  and  could 
not  obtain  his  liberty  from  the  emprefp  till 
he  had  furrendered  to  her  his  caftle  of  Shir- 
Jburn,  accounted  at  that  time  one  of  the  keys 
of  the  realin.  All  Stephen's  baggage,  the 
gold  and  Silver  plate  belonging  to  his  table, 
and  other  rich  utcnfils  of  his  houfliold,  were 
taken  and  plundered.  It  happened  weFl 
for  him,  that  the  adion  did  not  begin  till 
after  fui>fet;  fo  that  darknefs  coming  on 
gffifted  his  flight.  But  the  difhonor  and  ill 
j^onfequences  of  fuch  a  defeat  he  could  not 
efcape.  They  were  fo  detrimental  to  him, 
that,  foon  afterwards,  the  lately  dejected 
Matilda  faw  hcrfelf  miftrefs  of  one  half  of 
the  kingdom. 

Nor  was  it  in  England  only  that  fortune 
now  feemed  to  fmile   upon   her  party.     Du- 
ring the  courfe  of  this  year  the  earl  of  Anjouchron.Norm. 
got   ppffefSon  of  the  city  pf  Rouen,  and' af-P- 9^'- ^^''^ 
fumed  to  himfeif  the  Cyie  and  title  of  duke'""*  ''^^' 
of  Normandy  ;  'which  dutchy  he  appears  to 
have    held    independently    of    Matilda,    and 
not  ill  her   name,    but    his    own.     Yet  the 
oaths  which  the  Normans  had  taken  in  the 
Jife-time  of  her  father,    with  regard  to  the 
fucceffion,  had  been  to  her,  not  to  hhn,  and 
after  her  to  her  fon.     But  it  was  generally  v.Cralgjeu- 
pnderftood   in   thofe    days,    that,   when    the  4^^""'' ^- '• 
lucceflion    to  a  net    devolved    on  a  woman,  p.  ue. 
the    ^dmipiftration  arid  profits  of  it,  if  (he 

had 
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BOO K  I.  bad  a  huibaiid,  belonged  to  him,  in  Tirtutf 
-  of  the  marriage.  And  this  properly  arofe 
from  the  genius  of  fiefs,  whieh  requiring 
the  performance  of  iervices  to  which  women 
V.Crai^.Feu*  Were  by  nature  unfuitable,  the  hufband  wa$» 
doruro,  I  u.  qjj  that  account,  preferred  to  the  wife.  The 
tit.i4-p.i7o.^j^^l^  fex  indeed  had  been  excluded  from 
fiefs  in  their  original  inditution ;  but  al- 
though that  principle  was  now  departed . 
from,  or  at  lead  not  univerfally  and  ftridly 
obferved,  the  reafon  of  it  continued  to  pre<» 
vail  fo  far,  as  to  transfer  all  the  rights  and 
feudal  duties  of  the  wife  to  the  hufband, 
wherever  a  fief  was  allowed,  in  cafe  of  the 
want  of  heirs  male,  to  deicend  to  a  female. 
It  even  extended  to  fome  kingdoms  $  as, 
for  inftaiicc,  to  that  of  Jerufalem,  which 
was  governed  by  Fulk  earl  of  Anjou,  the 
father  of  Geoffry,  in  virtue  of  his  marriage. 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Englifh  na*^ 
tion  ever  received  this  rule  of  law  with  re- 
gard to  the  crown,  though  they  did,  at  this 
time,  with  regard  to  private  eflates. 

Amojig  the  Norman  nobility,  who  aflifted 
GeofFry  in  befieging  the  caftle  of  Rouen, 
\ya9  Waleran  earl  of  Meulant ;  which  is 
Chron.Norm.  very  lurpriiing,  as  that  earl  had  been  al- 
fubann.ii43.yj^ays^  ucxt  to  William  of  Ipres,  in  the 
higheil  degree  of  confidence  and  favor 
with  Stephen,  who  particularly  employed 
him  in  his  Norman  afairs.  From  what 
caufe  of  difgufl,  or  what  temptation  of  in- 
terefl,  he  xaow  abandoned  the  king,  and 
•  3  joined 
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joined  with  the  carl  of  Anjou,   we  are  not B^ OK  ^^ 

informed.      He,    aiid   his    half-brother,  the*      ■     "^ 

carl  of  Warren  and  Surrey,  had  been  among 

the  moft    forward  in  bringing   aid    to   the 

queen,    after   her   hufband's  captivity;    audsceOwl.  Vkr 

the  latter  was  ftill  firm  in  endeavouring  to^**"»-P-9M* 

fupport   the   caufe  of   that   prince,  both  in 

England   and  Normandy:    for  the  caftle  of 

Rouen  was  defended  by  his  foldiers  ^gainft^j^^^j  j^t^^^ 

the  earl  of  Anjou,  till  they  were  copipcl led  fub ana,  1143* 

by  famine  to  give  it  up:    and,  even  when'*44' 

that    was    furrendered,    another    fortrefs    in 

Normandy  was  held  for  the  king,  by  mcrcc- 

imry  troops  in  the   pay  of   that   lord  ;    but  ^ 

it  was   foon    forced  to   capitulate,    the  earl 

of  Anjou  attacking  it,  not  only  with  his  own 

forces,   but  with  thofe  of  his  brother-in-law, 

the  earl  of  Flanders,   and  of  his  fovereign^ 

the  king  of  France,  who  both  came  perlo- 

nally  to  aid  him  in  this  fiege. 

It    muft    appear    vei-y    marvellous,    that 

Louis,    whofe   fiiier  was   wife   to   Stephen's 

fon,  znA  who  had   invefted  that  prince  with 

the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  in  confidcration 

both  of  his  marriage  and  of  a  great  fum  of 

inone:y   given   by   btephen,  fhould  affift  thc^ 

earl  of  Anjou  to  take  it  from  him.    In  order 

%o  accouiit  for  this  unnatural  and  fcandalocrs 

conduft,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  relate  fome 

traiifadtions,    which    happened    in    France, 

froto  the  time  when  he  efpoufed  his  filler  to 

jluftace,  till  he  engaged  in  this  war  againfl: 

bim. 

At 
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BOOK  L  At  the  end  of  the  year  eleven  hundrccj 
'  and  forty.  Innocent  the  Second,  then. pope, 

Chroii.Nang.upon  an  appeal  from  the  chapter  of  Bourges 
i^sSSo.  about  the  eleftion  of  their  archbifhop,  no- 
§,Bernardi  '  minated  and  confecrated  Pierre  de  la  Chatre, 
cpift.  ^  creature  of  his  own,  without  the  confent 

of  the  king,  and  againft  a  choice  to  which 
he  had  given  the  royal  approbation.  Louis, 
incenfed  at  fo  daring  an  invafion  of  the  rights 
of  his  crown,  publickly  fwore,  that,  a?  Igng 
as  he  lived,  he  never  would  admit  the  pre* 
late  fo  nominated  into  that  fee ;  but  he  per- 
mitted the  chapter  to  eledt  any  other.  This 
*  was   no    little    conceffion ;    yet    it   was  fay 

from  fatisfying  the  pope,  who  ordered  Pierre 
de  la  Chatre   to  go  immediately  to  his  fee, 
in  fpite  of  the  king,    and  promifed  to  fup- 
Nangjusin    pQj.^.    j^j^   ]^y  ^]^q   papal   authority;  faying, 

aan.  1141.     "  that    Louis    was   a  young    prince    who 

*<  needed   inftruftion,    and  muft  be    taught 

**  by  wholefome  corredions  not  to  take  the 

"  liberty  of  thus  interfering  in  ecclefiaftical 

««  matters;  for  eleftions  would  not  be  free, 

"  if  a  prince  might  be  fuffered  to  give  avx 

*«  exclufion  to  any  of  the  candidates,  unlefs 

^*  he  could  prove  the  unfitnefs  oftheperfou 

*<  he  excluded  before  the  ecclefiaftical  jpdge  ; 

««  in  which  cafe  he  might  be  heard  as  well 

Si^di'^' ;"  ^s    another."     Sucb  (lays    father    Daniel) 

France,         was  tbc  manner  in  which  the  popes  of  thojt 

Louis  VII.  //^^j  behaved  themfehes  towards  princes^  very 

u  ^^^*^^^^*  jj^i^fyf^f  jrom  that  of  their  ancient  prfd^cejfors^ 

as  well  as  of  tnoji   of  their  fucce^ors.     Jt  i^ 

'  '  eyidenjt 
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evident  from  thcfe  words,  that  he,  though  aBQQK  l 
Jefuit,  was  too  good  a  FretiGhman,  and  too^       >r-^^ 
intelligent  an  hiftorian,  pot  to  fee  that  nei- 
-  ther   the  language  nor  the   conduft  of  In- 
nocent rin  this  affair  could  be  decently  ju(ii- 
fied.     But  one.  of  the  faints  of  his  churchy 
the  famous  Bernard,  then  abbot  of  Clairvaux, 
was  of  a  different  mind«  and  aded  the  part 
of  a  moft  furious  incendiary  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,    calling  on   the    pope   to  deliver,  /i&^V.S.  Bernard 
church  from  the  opprejton  it  fuffired,  to  reprefs^^^^f^^^^^^ 
Hvith  an  apoftolical   vigour  the  authors  of  the^yxm^a^^n. 
evil^  together  with  their  chief  whofe  will  had 
been    his    law  ;    and  to  make  his  iniquity  fall 
upon  his  own  head.     So  very  prone  to  rebellion 
was  the  zeal  of  thofe  times  J  , 

Innocent,  encouraged  by  thefe  inftiga- 
tions,  threatened  the  king  with  excommuni* 
cation,  and  proceeded  fb  far  to  carry  his 
menaces  into  execution,  that  he  put  the 
royal  demefne  under  an  interdid  ;  and  Ibme  V.  Othon. 
vaffals  of  the  crown,  took  up  arms,  in  Gon-plJ?J^°(* 
cert  with  him,  agamlt  their  loverexgn ;  par- c.  21. 
ticularly  the  earl  of  Blois,  who,  at  the  de-^\|^°*^^* 
fire  of  his  Holinefs,  gave  the  archbifhop,^^*  *  *'^* 
Pierre  de  la  Ch^tre,  a  retreat  in  his  terri- 
tories.  The  mifchiefs  brought  on  the  whole 
kingdom  by  this  civil  war  were  fo  great  and 
grievous,  thiat  Bernard  himfelf  thought  it 
neceffary  to  turn  niediator,  and  entreated 
the  pope  to  fhew  the  king  fome  indulgence^  out  . 
cf  regard  to  hjs  youth,  his  pajjion^  the '  royal 
'•\fBaje/ly^  and  the  public  oath  he  had  taken ;  yet 
;     yoj..  IL  F  on 
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BOOK  1.  en  fuch  terms ^  as  might  for  -  the  future  rejiram 
*  him  efeStually  from  fuch  a  prefumption  ;  Jfaving 

the  ecdefiajlkal  liberty^   and  the  rights  cf  the 
archbijhopy  whom  his  Holinefs  had  Confecrated. 
By  throwing  in  thefe   reftridtions   he  made 
Tiis  interceffion  a  mere  matter  of  ^rm,  de- 
cent with  regard  to  himfelf,  but  ufelefs  to 
the  king,  who  was  far  from  being  difpofed  to 
fubmit  to   conditions  fo  difadvantageous  to 
him.    Innt)cent    was    determined    to    grant 
him  no  better ;  though  to  his  friendfliip  ai^d 
proteftion  he  had  been,  in  a  great  meafure^ 
obliged  for  the  popedom.     The  fee  of  Rome 
had  gained  immenfely  from  the  gratitude  of 
princes  for  fervices  done  them  in  their  tem- 
poral, interefts,  but  never  had  loft  any  thing 
by  its  own  gratitude  for  any  obligations  or 
favors    received.      Innocent   therefore    a£ted 
upon  the  fame  principles  as  all  hi§  predecef* 
fors,   in  forgetting  how   much  he  owed  to 
the  king  of  France,  when  a  queftion  arofe 
on  a  point  wherein  the  power  of  the  churclj 
was  concerned.     But,  while  this  difpute  was 
fuj)ported  on  both  fides  with  great  animofity, 
Louis    was    exafperated   againft  the  earl  of 
Blois    from    another    caulc.      The   earl    of 
f,^^?"'^*?f •  Vermandois,  who  was  nearly  related  in  blood 
Spiciiegio.     to  the   king    and    high    ni   his   favor,    had 
Beni.cp.2i7.fallen   violently  in  love  with  Petronilla,  th^ 
Sugcr,^lvl  queen*s  younger  fifter,  and  one  of  the  moft 
beautiful  women  in  France.     To  g/atify  his 
pailion,  ho  determined  to  procure. a  divorce 
PcicDanid.  Jj-q^j  hj^  ^if^^  ^vho  ^as  a  niece  of  the  earl 

:    of 
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pf  Bloisy   and   by  whom  he  had  children, 800 KL 
upon   the  ufual  pretence  of  too  near  a  re-"    -.  ■    ^v'^. 
lation.  '  This  being  concerted   between  hin^ 
and  his  niiftrefs/ he  found  means  to  engagd 
ian   affembly   of  French    blfliops   to  declare 
his    marriage    null;    apd   wedded  her,   the 
next  morning,  with  the  confent  of  the  king 
and  queen.     But  whether  it  happened  that 
the  affinity  was  not  well  proved,  or  that  the 
pope  had  not  been  applied   to   before-hand 
for  his  approbation,  or  that  the  interefl:  o^ 
the   earl  of  Blois,  in    behalf  of  his  niece, 
was  more  powerful  at  Rome   than  that  of 
her  hufband,  the  confent  of  that  fee  to  this 
fcandalous  proceeding  could  not  be  obtained^ 
Nor  ^Vas  it  generally   approved   in  Francel 
The  abbot  of  Clairvaux  inveighed  againft  it  EplftoL  Bcr-* 
with  ext^^aoI*dinary  fervour;    and   his  judg-*^^^'**?* 
ment  was  of  great  moment ;  for  he  had  the 
art    of    reconciling    two   charaders    which 
fcem  incpmpatible,  that  of  a  man  extremely 
bufy  in  the  afiairs  of  the  world,  and  that  of 
a  rigid   reclufe.      By    jhe    aufterity   of  his 
manners,    and    by  an    intrepid    freedom   of 
Ipeech,  joined  to  more  eloquence,  learning, 
and  dexteitry,  than  any  other  clergynian   of 
that  age  was  endowed  with,  he  had  gaine4 
fuch  an  authority,  that  not  only  the  people,  Chron.Nang. 
but  many  of  the*  princes,  and  even  the  popes,  ^^^J"*°'*" 
irontemporary    with    him,    deferred    to   hisBein:ep.2ao, 
counfel^.     As   he    lived    in    great    intimacy  ^^'t  ^^ 
Vith  the  earl  of  Blbis,  his   regard   to   that  ''^'  ''^' 
^rkn^ihip    inight     naturally     increafe    j:he 
'  '     ""'  '   .  '"•  F  2  warmth 
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•BOOK  L  warmth  of  bis  zeal  againft  this  tranfaftioh, 
by  which  the  family  of  the  earl  was  dis- 
honored. But  whatever  his  motives  might 
be,  the  part  he  took  was  very  becoming  to 
a  man  of  his  charafter ;  and  his  credit  at 
Rome  was  well  employed,  in  exhorting  the 
pope  to  correft  the  earl  of  Vermandois,  and 
the  lady  he  called  his  wife,  with  the  utmoft 
leverity  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline.  Nor  were 
.  thofe  exhortations  ineffeftual.  They  were 
both     publickly      excommunicated    by    the 

*  pope's  legate:  and  the  bilhops  who  had  an- 
nulled the  former  marriage  were  fufpended. 
But  the  king  of  France,  who  confidered  this 

•  feutence  as*  difgraceful  to  his  own  honor, 
attacked  the  earl  of  Blois,  whom  he  thought 
the  author  of  it,  and  foon  reduced  him  to 
fue  for  peace;,  which  he  obtained,  by  the 
mediation  of  Bernard  and  the  bifhop  of  Soif- 
fons,  tipon  condition,  that  he  fhould  pre- 
vail with  his  Hplinefs  to  abfolve  the  earl  of 
Vermandois.  Accordingly,  the  legate  was 
perfuaded  to  take  off  the  cenfures,  in  de- 
ference to  his  interc^ffion  :  but  that  lord 
refufing  obftinately  to  part  with  <his  new 
wife,  they  were  laid  on  again  by  the  pOpe 
himfclt;  which  Louis  relented,  and  com- 
plained bitterly  againft  the  earl  of  Bloiis,  for 
having  thus  deceived  him  and  broken  his 
faith.     Indeed  it  evidently    appears    from   a 

T.Epift.Ber- letter  of  Bernard,  that,  when  the  earl  pro- 
Dardi,  217.    j^jfgj  |.Q  obtain    the    absolution,    he   did  it 

with  an   intention    of  duping  the  king  ;►  it 

being 
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^el^g  fccretly  underftood  between  hin[i  and  book  L 
tiie  legate,  tha^t  after  he  bad  obtained  a  cef- 
lation  of  arms^  v^hich  at  this  time  he  xniich 
wanted,   the    cenfures     (hbuld    be  renewed, 
Louis  alfo   fuipefted  him  of  other  intrigues 
carried   on  to  liis   prejudice.     He    was,  Jn 
truth,  a  vejy  turbulexit   fubject,   though  he 
bad   the  charafter  of  a   molt    religious   and 
pious  man.     By  his  liberal  alms  and  bene-^^''^^^*^^* 
fadJiions.to  the  church  be  had  fb  gained  the 
monks,  that  they  were  called  his  army ;  and 
a  formidable  army  they  were,  with  whom 
the  braveft  princes   were    afraid  to  contend; 
But  Louis    flood   then  fo   little   in   awe .  of 
tbero,    thiat   be  made   war   on  their  general 
more  fiercely  than'  before,  defti;oyed  a  part 
of  his   coui?try  yvith    fire    and    fword,   and 
found  .ho  refift^nce  till  he  came   to  Vitray, 
$  town  in    the'  Pertbois,   which,   being  de^ 
fended  by  a  ftrong  garrifon,   refufed  to  fur- 
render.     Incenfed  at  this  oppofition,  he  put 
bi'mfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  affaulted  J^^^^^^^^^^^ 
the  town,  took  it  by  ftorm,    maflacred  the pend.  acT^i* 
inhabitant?,  eyen   the  women   and  children,  g^^bcrt.  ad 
and  commanded    his  /oldiers   to  fet   fire  to^^'^^'^^^^ 
the   houfes.     Thirteen    hundred   perfons,  ofeer,  i.  vi, 
both  iexes,  of  every  age  and  condition,  took  ^^^^^^^"*^^* 
refuge   irx  the    great    church,    which,    they 
iuppofed,^   would   be    refpe(^ed,    as   a  facred 
^fvlum.;'but  no  mercy  was  fbewn  to  them: 
fhe   church  was    burnt;     and  all   within  it 
were  miferably  confiimed  in  the  flames. 

F  3  Tbp 
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BOOK  I.   •  The  beft  friends  of  the  king  were  (hockfed 
-       ^       'at  this  horrid  barbarity ;  and,  when  he  came 
to  refleft    coolly   upon  it  himfelf,    he  was 
ilruck.with  fuch   deep  and   fuch  fevere  rc^ 
taorfe,  that  he  was  rfeady  to  fall  iiito  deipain 
For  his  mini   was  naturally  humane ;    but 
he   could    not    cbntrpul  the  impetuofity  of 
liis  pallionsi  and  had,  on  this  occafion,  beeii 
fo  tranfported  knd  blinded   by  hrs  fury,  as, 
like  one  pofleffed  by  ah  evil  fpirit,'  to  aft  ia 
a  mannisr  mofi  contrary  to  his  ufual  difpofi- 
tion.     Upon   the    return   of  his  reafon*  he 
faw  all  the  enormity  of  what  he  had  donei 
and  inftantly  gave  himfelf  up  td  a  pdffiori  of 
forrow,  almoft  as  violent  as  that  of  his  rage 
had  been  before ;    which  Bernard  very  flcil- 
ifully  taking  advantage  of,  arid  fubjeifting  to 
himfelf  art  iinderftandiiig  Biffaiayed   and  efi- 
feebled  by  guilt,  brought  him  not  only  to  make 
peace  with  the  earl  of  Blois,  but  to  fabmit  to 
the  pope,  and  receive  Pierre  de  la  Ch^tre  as 
archbifhbp  of  Bourges.     Nor  did  the  change 
that  was  wrought  in  hirn,  by  the  leflbns  he. 
then  learned,  only  afFe6t  his  prefent  conduS;. 
From  this  time,  even  to  the  lateft  hour  of 
..his    life,  he  became  a  bigoted  flave  to  Romej 
and,^  inftead    of  continuing  to   fupport    the 
rights  of  his  crown  with  a  proper  fpirit  and 
firmnefs,.  Weakly    contributed    to  affift   thS 
eftablifhriient  of  the  papal    dominion,    botli 
in  his  own  realm  and  in  England ;    as  King 
Henry   the   Second    experienced   long  after- 
wards, iii  his  quarrel  with  Beckett     So  bad 

cHtife 
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a  iife  was  fbi^nctimes  made  by  the  faints  inBOOKL 
thofe    days  of  the'  contrition   of   penitents, 
dnd  fo  dangerous  was  it  for  a  king  to  be  under 
their  cond\i£l,or  influence ! 

During  thefe  troubles  iii  France,  and  wttileChron.Norm. 
the  ancer  of  Louis  was  inflamed  againfl:  the^^^^^"'"43» 
earl  of  Blois>.  he  found  it  neceflary  to  court 
the  earl  of  Anjou,  wIk)  prudently  availed 
himfelf  of  this  flate  of  affairs,  to  com- 
plete and  fecure  his  pofl^eflion  of  Normandy. 
Thus  all  the  interefts  of  the  princefs  Con- 
ftaqtia /Were  facrificed  by  the,  king,  hei:  bro- 
th^r,  to  his  prefent  advantage,  and  to  his 
apprehenfions  of  ftrengthening  the  houfe  of 
Blpis,  which  he  found  fo  difobedieht  and 
fo  troublefome  to  him*  Yet  the  afcendant 
gained  by  Bernard  over  the  mind  of  this 
monarch,  in  confequencc  of  the  offence  he 
had  committed  at  Vitray,  might  very  pro- 
bably have  produced  an  alteration  in  favor 
bf  Euftacej  if  foon  aftei:  this  time  both 
Louis  and  the  abbot  had  not  been  wholly 
taken  up  with  another  affair,  which  em- 
ployed their  thoughts  for  fomc  years;  I 
mean  a  crufade  for  the  defence  of  the  Holy 
Land  againfl  the  arm^  of  Noureddin,  fultan  of 
Aleppo. 

As  in  thie  cbnfequences  of  this  ehterprizc 
Henry  Plantagenet  was  deeply  concerned, 
iand  owed  to  fome  incidents,  which  hap- 
pened ih  the  cburle  of  it,  his  marriage  with 
Eleanor;  a  marriage,  which  gave  to  him, 
and  td  the  kings  of  England,  his  pofterity, 
F  4  the 
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BOOK  I.  the  great  dutchy  of  Aquitaine,  and  produced 
'  much  of  the  happinefs  and  unha;ppinefs  of 
his  life  ;  it  will  be  proper  to  relate,  in  a 
fummary  manner,  the  rife  and  progrcfs 
thereof  i  and  the  rather,  becaufe  the  fpirit 
or  diftinguifhing  charaSer  of  the  times  cari- 
xibt  be  perfectly  underftood,  without  a  pe- 
culiar attention  to  this  famous  tranfaftion, 
in  which  a)mo(l  all  the  princes  and  nations 
of  Europe  engaged  with  fo  much  ardor, 
that  they  (eemed  to  think  no  other  intereft 
defcrved  their  regard.  While.*!  am  tr'eating 
of  this  fubjeft,  I  fliall  alfo  givq  fome  account 
.  of  a  former  crufade,  which  I  omitted  *  in 
writing  the  general  hiftory  of  thef  period 
wherein  it  happened,  becaufe  I  thought  a 
.narration  of  it  would  come  in  more  agree* 
ably  'and  conneftedly  here,  than  where  it 
'muft  hav^e  been  blended  with  feveral  other 
ixiatters  of  a  different  nature.  For  nothing 
can  be  (hewn  with  due  perfpicuity  in  broken 
and  fc^ttered  lights. 

See  the  firft       |f  \^^^  already  been  related,  how  Fulk  earl 

volume.        of 'Aiijou,.the  father  of  Geoffry,   wag  called 

bver  •  to'Paleftine   by   Baldwin  'ihe  Second, 

king  of  Jerufalem,  in  order  to  marry  Mell- 

ienta  his  ddughter,   and  fucceed   to   him  in 

his  kingdorti.     The  iniptials  were  celebrated 

-  '   in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-fevcn  ; 

^"!:. '^r-     <^^^    Baldwin    died^  in   eleven    hundred    and 

L;"*'  ^^  '    thifty-one,   after'  many   viciffitudes  of  ^6od 

and  bad   fortune,  in   both   which    he 'had 

*  (hfwn 


r 
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Aewn  himfelf  a  m«i  of  great  cou rage/ biit BOOK  l> 
one  in  whofe  temper  that  quiility  was  mixed  '  -     •  • 
with  fome  raftinefs.     'f  he  kitjg,  his  fon-in- 
law,  maintained^  the  high  reputation  of  va- 
Jour  and  prudence,  which  had  railed  him  to 
the  throne,  and  ruled  a  weak  ftate  with  great 
renown,    till. the  year  .elevjen    hundred    and 
forty*two,.whcn  he  was  unhappily  killed  byN 
a  fall  from  his  horfe,  as  he  was  courfing  a 
hare  upon  the  plains  of 'Ptolemais.     He  left 
his  realm  to  Baldwin,  the  cldeft  of.  two  foris 
that  Melifenta  had  brought  him,  and  who, 
being  a  minor,  was  put  under  the  tuition  of 
his  noothcr.     She  was  alfo  appointed  regent 
of  the  kingdom ;  which  would  have  belonged 
to  her,  as  fovereign,  in  her  own  right,  and** 
could  not,  till  her  death,  have  defccnded  to 
iiet  fon,  if  the  rule  of.fucceffion  in  this  and 
^ther  governments,  during  the  eleventh  and 
twelth  centuries,  had  not  been  generally  uri- 
-favorable  to,  women.     But  (he  had  only  the 
adminiftration  of  it,  in  truft  for  her  fon,  du- 
ring the  time  of  his  nonage.     It  is  difficult 
to  account  for  the  policy  of  making  her  re-       - 
gent  i  fuch  a  delegation  of  the  royal  authority 
being  no  way  agreeable  to  the  notions  and 
principles    upon  which    (he    was    excluded 
from   inheriting    the  crown  at  the  death  of 
her  father.     But  the   fame   inconliftency   is 
obiervable  in  the  kingdom  of  France.     Me- 
lifenta  was  a  lady  of  a.mafculine  fpirit ;  and 
had  abilities  above  the  weakhefs  of  her  fex ; 
I  -       which   were  indeed  very  ueceffary  for  h^r, 
j  -    -  when'     y^" 

I        -"^  ■ 
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^p.P^il*  when  the  fafety  of  a  country  perpetually  at-^ 
'  '  ^  tacked  by  more  powerful  neighbours  was  en-^ 
'  truftcd  to  her  care.     Of  thele  the  moft  fcM--> 

midable  was  (^adeddia  Zehghi^  Sakan  of 

Moful  aind  Aleppo. 

,  The  empire  of  the  Skracen  Caliphs  of  Bag- 
dat,    which,     under     Haroun.  Alrefchid,    a 
prince  contemporary  with  Charlemagne,  had 
been  as  great  in  the  £aft  as  that  emperor*^  iti 
the  Weft,  was  now  reduced .  to  a  mere  rcli4 
gious  fupremacy;  preferved  to  thein  by  cu- 
ibom,  and  by  a  continuance  of  that  veneration, 
founded  upon  their  defcent  from  the  family  of 
their  prophet,  and  upon  the  chief  priefthood 
annexed  to  their  dignity,  which   had  made 
the  fbrmer  Caliphs  of  all  kings  the  mc^  ab*^ 
Iblute,  while  they  knew  how  to  reign.     But 
the  defcendants  of  thofe  princes  having  funk 
into  a  (lothful  and  efFemiiiate  life  in  a  volup- 
tuous   feraglio,    the   governors  of  their  pro*- 
vinces,  by  degrees,  rendered  themfclves  inde- 
pendent, and  paid  no  further  regard  to  them 
than  in  receiving  from  their  hands  a  form  of 
inveftiture ;  while  the  moft  powerful  of  thefe 
officers,  under  the  title  of  Emir  al  Omara, 
or  generalifiimo,  ufurped  all  their  authority 
SccHerbelot  m  civil  affairs.     The  family  of  Buiah  having 
Stale,  midei"^^^^  govertted  the  caliphate  for  more  than  a 
the  articles  -century,  Cadher,  the  twenty-fifth  caUph  <*f 
CADHERandjj^g  houfe   of  Abbas,    became   impatient  of 
LE  GAsif £•  their  yoke ;  and  being  unable,  by  any  flrength 
VIDE.         of  his  own^  to    (hake   it  tiff,    put   himlelf 

under 
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iifider  the  protection  of  Mahmoud,  fultan  of B  o  6  K  L 
Gafnah,  a  prince  of  Turkifli  fcxtraftion,  and        -     '^ 
one  of  the   |;reateft   conquerors  the    world 
ever  faw ;  •  for  he  fubdued  all  the  Indies,  be- 
fides  Ferfia,  Georgia,   and    whatever  dotni- 
pions  belonged  to  the  caliphate,  which   he 
ruled  under  the  name  of  proteftor  or  guar- 
dian!    His  virtues  rendered  him  worthy  of  a 
ftill   greater  empire  than  that  he  poffefled ; 
and  he  had  the  happinefs  to  leave  it  entire 
and  peaceable,  after  a  long  life  of  conftarit 
prdfperity,  to  his  fon,  named  Maifoud.     But,  Sec  Herbeloi^ 
during  the  reign  of  that  prince,  a  new  re-  ^J^^  ^^  ^ 

tolfition  happened  in  the  Eaft.  boud  and 

Seloiuck. 

A  icploiiy  of  Tiirks,  under  the  conduct  of 
Selgiuck,  the  chief  of  one  of  their  principal 
tribes,  had  come  from  Capchack,  which  is 
a  part  of  Great  Tartary  lying  north-eaft  of 
the  Cafpian  fea,   and    fettled    in   multitudes 
upon  the  confines  of  Bockara,   where  they 
embraced    the    Mahometan   religion.      Soon  Sec  Hcrbclo^ 
afterwards  they  made  themfelves  matters  of  M^j^^^^®  l^' 
Bbckara,  and  pufhed    their   conquefts  muchcRUL-BEo 
further  under  Thogrul-beg,  the  grandfon  ofan^C'AiM 
Selgiuck,  who  to  the  Scythian  ftrength  and  J^^^^'''^ 
courage  joined  all  the  talents  and  virtues  of  a 
great  king.     Having  been  flighted  by  Maf- 
ioud,  to  whom  he  and  his  brother  had  offer- 
ed their  fervice,  he  pafTed  the  Oxus,  defeat- 
bd    that    fultan,     and,     after    fubduing    all 
Perfia;  was  invefted  at  Bagdat,  by  the  Caliphi 
Cairn  Beemrillab;    with  the  fame   dignities 

and 
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and  power  in  the  empire,  as  had  formerlys. 
bee^i  enjoyed  hy  the  houfe  of  Buiah.  Froin 
this  epoch  the  dynafty  of  the  Se;J^i}cicies, 
£an)ous  in  Afia,  i§  reckoned  to  begin,  and, 
contipu^  very  .flourishing  for.  threfe  g?^?ff-. 
tiOns, . 


See  Herbeiot,     Thogrul-beg  was  fuccpeded  by  his  valiant 

S£'alf.'''»^P^«w  AlprArflan,  who,  with  an  army  of 

Arslan,     no  more  than  twelve  thoufand  men,  beat  th^e. 

o^LA^s.D'   Qfeek  emperpr,  Romanus  Diogenes,  at  tb^: 

SaLxkAK.    head  of  three  hundred   thoufai>d,  and  took 

♦         .      him  csiptive.     This  fultan  left  the  govern-* 

meat  to  his  fon  Gelal^ddin,  whofe  domini^ 

ons  extended  from  Urquend»  a  city  of  Tur- 

qyeftan  .beyond  the   river  Oxu$,  to  Antioch 

in  Syria,  which  he  won  from  the  Greek  em* 

pire,   by    the  good    conduft  of  Soliman,   a 

prince  of  his  blcfod,  on  whom  he  b^ftowpd 

it  with .  pftrt ;  of  the  Lefler  Afia  ;  and  it  wa^ 

from  a  lieutenant  or  emir  of  Soliman  that  it 

was  taken  by  Boemond,  one  of  the  braveft 

and  wifell  chiefs  of  the  firll:  crufa4e.     The 

good  fuccefs  of  that  enterprize    vyas  greatly 

facilitated  by  the  death  of  Gelaleddiq,   which 

happened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  tihou- 

fand   and  ninety  two.     For,  on   that  event, 

difputes    arifing    about    the    fucceffioo,    the 

power  of  the  Selgiucides  was  thereby  much 

weakened,  and   the    arms  of  the   Crufaders 

jxitt    U^ith   d-  feebler    refiftance,    fhan    they 

.would  have  don?,  if  it  had  ftiU  fubfifted  ii> 

that  fulnef§  of  ftrength>  whip.h  it  had   ac^ 

: .. .    ^  *  <juire4 
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•  tjuired  during  the  life  of  this   fultan.     Nor^^K  I. 
was  it  ever  recovered  by  his  fucctflbrs.     Fpr^ '    "^      " 
the  governors  of  their  provinces  became  in- 
depeildent^   and   paid   as  little   obedienee  to 
them    as    they    did  to    the    caliphs.     Thus 
Omadeddin  Zenghi,  under  the  grandfbn  of  See  Herbeloe» 
Gelaleddin,  made  himfelf  fovereign  of  ^^•ti^AT^!'' 
ful,  the  capital  of  Aflyria,  to  whi?h  he  foon  beck  and' 
added  Aleppo  and  Hariia  in  Syria :  conquefts  Zenghi. 
that  rendered  him  formidable  to  all  his  neighs 
hours,  but  efpecially  to  the  Chriftians.    The 
city  of  Edeffa,  with  a  great  part  of  Mefopo- 
tamia,  had  been  taken  from  a  lieutenant  of 
the  fultan  of  Bagdat  by  Baldwin,  the  younger 
brother  of  Godfrey   of  Bouillon,   who,   ha- 
ving been  fel€<fted  king  oF  Jerufalem,  at  God- 
frey's dec^fe,  gave  up  this  inferior  ftate  to 
Baldwin  de  Burg,  his  coufin  german.     This 
prince  ^\{o,  having   fucceeded  to  the  throne - 
of  that  kingdom,'  refigned  Edeffa,    with  all 
its  territory,  which  ha^d  the  title  of  an   earl- 
dom, to  his  relation,  Jofcelin  de  Courtenay,  gee  Herbeiot^ 
a  man  of  Courage  and  prudence,  who  main- under  the  ar- 
tained  it  for  fome  years  againft  many  fliarp  ^^^^^  ^^^•" 
attacks  of  the  bordering  Turks,  and  left  it,  Oui.  Tyr.  de 
at  his  death,  ro  his  fon.     But  he,  being  young  l^^^^^/^S^*^* 

J  a-  u-rir-.u-i    ^  1.  x^i.  from 

and  profligate,  gave  himlelf  up  to  his  plea- p.  89010894. 
fures  ;  of  which  Omadeddin  Zenghi,  the  ful- «n^cr  the  year 
tan  of  Moful,  taking  advantage,  canie  on  a  ^^^^' 
fudden,  and,  while  he  was  indulging  his  riot 
at  Turbeffei,  a  town  op  the  Euphrates,  kid    ^ 
liege  to  Edefla,  which  wanted  many uecef- 
faries   for  its  defence;   and   w^as   gamibned 

only 
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500KL  only  by  mercenaries,  who  were  ill  paid.     In 
"        vain  did  the  carl,  whom  the  <langer  of  l^iai 

-  capital  roufed  from  that  lethargy  into  whicli 
chis  debauches  had  thrown  him,  puf  him- 
r  felf  at  the  head  of  what  forces  he  could  raife, 

and  follicit  Raymond  prince  of  Antioch  and 

-  the  queen  regent  of  Jejcufalem  to  affift  him 
:  in  this  exigence.    The  former,  under  whoni 

he  held  part  of  his  territories,  had  been,  for 
fome  time,  upon  fuch  ill  terms  with  him, 
» that  he  forgot  they  had  a  common  intereft  tb 
hinder  a  city  of  fo  much  importance  frond 
being  conquered  by  the  Turks,  and  delayed 
to  give  him   affiftariqe,    till  it  was  too  late. 
Melifenta  indeed    ordered  fome  of  her   beft 
troops  to  march  to  his  fuccour :  but,  before 
they  could  arrive,  the  fultan  hjid  taken  the 
place. by  ftorm.     From  thence  Zenghi  went 
to  befiege  Colengebar,  a  fortrefs  upon  the  Eu- 
phrates, and  undoubtedly  would  have  pujQied 
his  conquefts  much  further,  if  he  had  not 
been  murdered  in  his  tent  by  a  confpiracy  of 
his  own  flaves.     After  his  death,  his  domi- 
nions Were  divided  among  his  fons;  Aleppo 
puJ^Tyr.     and   Edefla,    with   all   the   other   conquefts 
HScbifun^w^ade  by  him  in  Syria,  falling  to  the  (hare  of 
der  the  ani-  Noureddin,    his    fecond  fon,    according    to 
*^^^*K^aiid    ^i^l^^"^  archbiftiop  of  Tyre,  a  contemporary 
NouREp-     writer,  but  the  cldgft  of  three,  according  tq 
DIN.  Gul.    Herbelot  and  fome  of  the  beft  Arabian  hifto- 
^^^\l\l^y\/izixs.     While  this  prince  was  in  Affyria,  dif- 
pii|:ing  there  with  one  of  his  brothers  about 
.  their  inheritance,  the  earl  of  Edeffa,   who 

^  M 
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had  an  intelligence  with  the  Chriftians  left  inBOOK  L 
that  city,  being  informed  that  the ,  walls .  were ' " ''    •*      '^ 
negligently  guarded,  fcaled  them  by  night, 
at  the  head  of  fome  chofen  troops,  and  with 
the  help  of  the  citizens  got  into  the  town: 
but  pot  being  able,  fpr  want  of  proper  en- 
gines, to  take  fome  caftles,  which  were /a 
kind  of  citadel  to  it,  he  loon  found  caufe  to 
jrepent   of  his  entcrprize.     For  when  Nau- 
reddiu   was  informed  of  what  he  had  done, 
immediately  quitting  Aflyria,  he  coUeded  his 
forceSy  marched  to  EdeiTa,   and  inveiled  the 
town.     The  earl  and  his  troops  found  them^ 
felves  now  in  a  terrible  fituation,   harrafled, 
within   the  walls,   by  the   garrifons   of  the 
fort§,  and   afl'aultedj  without,  by  the  army 
of  Noureddin,  .hppelefs  of  relief,  apd  deftitutp 
of  provifions  to  fuftain  a  long  fiege.     Here- 
»upon.  they,  all  refolved,  as  ^t  became  men  lof 
courage,  to  make  ji  general  fally,  and  endea- 
vour, iword  in  hand,  to  cut  their  way  through 
the  enemy ;    which,  in  fuch   an   extremity, 
was  the  mod   honorable,    and   perhaps    the 
:  fafeft  part  they  could  take.     But  when  their 
intention  was  known  to  the  citizens,  the  dread 
of  being  left  expofed  to  the  rage,  and  ven- 
geance of  the  Turks  determined   them  alfo 
to  go  out  with  the  troops,  and  carry  with 
them  their  wives'  and  children.    Accordingly, 
one  of  the  gates  of  the  town  being  opened, 
they  all  fallied  forth ;  but  were  beaten  back 
again  by  the  troops  of  Noureddin,  and  at- 
jWicked  at  the  fame  time  by  the  garrifons  of 
*  '      '       \  the 
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BOOK  I.  the  forts;  who,  opening  fome  other  gates 
•  to  their  countrymen,  inclofed  the  mifer^ble 
.  Chiiftians  between  two  armies,  which  made 
it  equally  difficult  for  them  either  to  advance 
or  retire.  Yet,  after  a  long  and  bloody  fight, 
the  earl  and  his  foldiers  broke  through  all 
that  oppofed  them  in  the  front,  and  gained 
the  open  fields :  but  of  the  citizens  hardly 
any  efcaped.  Nor  did  Noureddin  permit  the 
carl  to  go  off  unpurfued,  but  followed  him 
clofe,  and,  as  he  retired  towards  the  Euphra- 
tes, which  was  diftant  from  Edefla  about 
fourteen  miles,  harraflcd  his  forces  all  the 
•  way  with  inceflant  attacks ;  till  their  braved 
men  having  been  killed  and  the  others  be- 
^nnrng  to  break  their  ranks," their  chief  him- 
ielf  fled,  and  got  fafe  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  river ;  but  his  life  was  all  he  prefervcd  : 
for  his  army  was  deftroyed,  and  he  left  his 
whole  country  in  the  power  of  the  Turks* 

The  fame  of  this  adlion  quickly  fpread  all 
over  rhe  Eafti  and  made  the  name  of  Nou-^ 
reddin  as  dreadful,  as  that  of  his  father  had 
been  to  all  the  Latin  Chriftians  of  Syria- 
and  Paleftine,  They  thought  they  already 
faw  him  at  the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  and,  con- 
fidering  the  circumftaiices  of  that  kingdom, 
defpaired  of  being  able  to  defend  it  againft 
fuch  an  enemy,  on  their  frontier,  by  their 
own  ftrength  alone.  It  therefore  was  neccf- 
fary  to  alk  the  afllftance  of  the  princes  of 
Europe,  and  endeavour  to  excite  them  to 

another 
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another   crufade.     But   there   was    reafon  to  BOOK  I. 
doubt  of  the  poffibility  of  fucceedhig  in  fuch  ^^       ""       ^ 
an   application.     For    the    chief  expedition, 
made,  fince  the  death  of  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  ^^*  Fulcher. 
into  thofe  countries  from  Europe^  had  proved  ^^'''j^-^^^^^ 
fo  unfortunate,  that  the  former   ardour   for  Geft.Francor. 
thefe  enterprizes  might  well  have  been  extin-  ^^/"S-  Hie- 

.yi     J        ^  ^  rui.  fub  ann. 

guilhed.  ixoi,  1102. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord    eleven  hundred  Gui.  Tyr. 
and,  one,    William    the    Eighth,    duke    of  .^^I;  l',^'//'' 
Aquitaine,    Hugh    the    Great,   earl  of  Ver-1102. 
mandois,  Stephen   earl   of  Blois,   who    was  ^J^^"  ^??** 
father  to  Stephen   afterwards,  king  of  Eng-i.  xi.  c.  7! 
land,    the    duke    of  Burgundy,  the  earl  ofMaimib.i.ir. 
Bourges,  with  other  nobles  of  high  rank  in  i^oa^^^'s^J* 
the  kingdom  of  France,  had  taken  the  crofs,  Ord.  Vital. 
at.  the  head  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  horfe,  y.^"  ^^^^^^^ 
and  a  hundred   thoufand  foot,   according  tocitat.utfupr^. 
the  lowed  account  of  their  numbers.     We 
are  told  that  the  greateft  part  of  this  mighty 
force  was  drawn   from  the  territories  of  the 
duke  of  Aquitaine:    a  very  remarkable  proof 
of  the  power  of  that  dutchy,  which  Henry 
Plantagenet  afterwards  obtained  by  his  mar- 
riage with  the  grandrdaughter  of  this  prince. 
But  the  zeal   for    this    warfare  againft    the 
Mahometans  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jeru- 
falem  was  not  confined  to  the  French.     At 
the  fame   time,  the   bilhops  of  Milan    and 
Pavia,  with  many  of  the  princes  and. nobles 
of  Lombardy,  led  from  thence  another  army 
of  fifty   thoufand  men,    as  an   author,  who 
wa?  with  them  hirafelf,  relates.   ^Thefe  were 

Vol.  1L  G  joined 
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B  o  o  K  L  joined  during  their  march  by  the  duke  of 
V.Abbat.ur-  Bavaria,  the  archbifliop  of  Sahzburg,  and  other 
purgcnf.  in    potentates  of  the  empire,  whofe  forces,  ad- 

vTn^cr'  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  French  and  Lombards, 
Boicx  gcntis,  made  up  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  fixty 
pgiiJ.  c.  iS.  thoufand  men,  of  which  at  leaft  a  hundred 
thoufand  were  heavy-armed  cavalry ;  befides 
a  great  train   of   priefts  and  monks,  and  of 
women  and  children,  with  which  thefe  ar- 
mies  moft   imprudently   encumbered   them- 
fclves,  increafing  thereby  the  worft  difficulty 
they   had  to  contend   with,   that  of  finding^ 
fubfiftence.    The  earl  of  Vermandois  and  of 
Blois  had  engaged  in  the  firft  crufade,  and 
were  forced  into  this  by  the  difgrace  they 
were  branded  with  in  the   whole  Chriftian 
world,    for    having    left    their    confederates 
before  they   had    taken   Jerufalem ;    which 
was  efleemed  fuch  a  blemifh  to  their  honour, 
V.  Ord.  Vit.  that  (if  we  may  believe  a  contemporary  hifto- 
"'^P'^:       rian)  Adela,    countefs  of  Blois,  and  one  of 
the   daughters  of  William   the  Conqueror, 
had  fo  much  of  her  father's  fpirit  in  her,  as 
to  perfuade  her  bulband,  with   frequent  and 
vehement  exhortations,  to  return  to  the  holy 
war,  in  order  to  recover  his  loft  reputation. 
He  took  her  advice,  though,  it  is  faid,  with 
great  reludance,  and  as  if  he  had  forefecn 
the  fatal  event.     But  the  duke  of  Aquitaine 
had  no  fuch  inftigations,  to  drive  him  into 
this  romantic  undertaking ;    and  of  all  the 
princes  then  alive  he  feemed  the  leaft  likely 
to  engage  in  it  from  motives  of  piety  or  dc- 

.5.  VOttOQ* 
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votion.     William  of  Malmibirry  affirms,  that^ ^ OK  ^^ 
he  gave  himfelf  up  to  every  kind  of  vice, vTMSmJb^ 
as  if  he  believed  that  chance,  not  Providence,  £9^.  l.  s» 
governed  the  world :    to  prove  which,  he  re* 
lates  fome  very  extraordinary  fads !    as  for 
inftance,  that  in  a  caftle  built  by  the  duke 
one  part  was  laid  out  in  the  form  of  a  nun- 
nery, which  he  declared  he  would  fill,  not 
with  nuns,  but  harlots,  and  named  the  mod 
celebrated  proftitute  of  the  time  to  be  the 
abbefs,  and  others  of  leffer  note  to  fill  the 
other   offices  of  this   new  kind  of  convent. 
He  alfo  put  away  his  wife,  and  took  another 
man*d  (fome  authors  fay  his.  own  brother* s) 
to  live  publickly  with  him,  wearing  her  pic* 
ture  on  his  (hield ;    and,  though  he  had  beea 
excommunicated  on  account  of  the  fcandal 
this  gave,  he  continued  his  connexion  with  - 
her  for  feveral  years  after  his  return  cut  of 
xPaleftine,   and  was   again    excommunicated, 
without  being  reclaimed.     When  the  bifhop 
of  Poiftiers  was  beginning  to  pronounce  tM 
fentence  againfl:  him,  he  drew  a  dagger,  aind, 
feizing  that  prelate  by  the  hair  of  his  head, 
threatened  to  kill  him,  if  he  did  not  imme* 
diately  abfolve  him.    The   bifhop  defired  a 
(hort  time  to  fay  fomething  to  him,  which 
being   granted,  he  finifhed  the  excommum* 
cation    with   ftill    more  feverity,  and  then, 
oflFering  his  throat  to  the  forious  duke,  bade 
him  ftf ike.     But  that  prince,  either  afFe£ted 
by  the  firmnefs  of  his  courage,   or  having 
only  meant  to  fright  him,  faid,  with  a  fmile 
G  a  of 
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?ooK  I.  of  contempty  that  he  never  Jhould  be  fent  to 
»'"— ^  heaven  by  his  hand.  Yet,  at  the  inftigation 
of  his  miftrefs,  he  baniflied  him  out  of  his 
territories;  during  which  exile  the  good 
prelate  departed  this  life,  and  was  fuppofed 
to  work  miracles  after  his  deceafe.  A  report 
of  thefe  being  brought  to  the  duke,  he  faid 
in  publick,  /  repent  of  not  having  put  him 
to  death  long  before ^  that  his  holy  foul  might 
have  owed  to  me  the  great  obligation  of  having 
fooner  procured  for  it  celefiial  beatitude.  Such 
was  the  character  of  this  man,  whofe  im- 
piety feems  to  have  equalled  the  profligacy 
of  his  manners :  notwithftanding  which,  the 
general  mode  of  the  times,  an  ardor  for 
glory,  or  perhaps  that  ftrange  mixture  of 
fuperftition  and  irreligion  which  fometimes 
is  found  in  the  fame  mind,  carried. him  to 
the  Holy  Land,  with  the  abovementioned 
princes.  Bur,  though  he  and  his  confede- 
rates put  themfelves  under  the  qondu£t  of  a 
great  general,  Raymond  earl  of  Touloufe, 
one  of  the  heroes  of  the  fir  ft  crufade,  whom 
they  happened  to  find  detained  at  Conftanti- 
jiople,  yet  of  thefe  formidable  armies  hardly 
V-Chron.Uf-^  thoufand  men  came  fafe  to  Jerufalem,  as 
peig.  P'*39--^^^^^j^  abbot  of  Urfpurg,  who  was  with 
them,  affirms. 

SatS''^!-  •'^^^^   ^^^  Greek  emperor,  Alexius  Com- 

^ 'nenus,   helped  to  occafion   their  deftruftion, 

by  a  fecret    intelligence  he  carried  oh  with 

'  the  Turks,  is  afferted  by  many  of  the  Latin 

hiftori^ms  who  treat  of  this  fubjedl*     Nor, 

\^  indeed, 
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indeed,   can    one  much  wonder  at  it,  if  he  BOOK  I. 
lo  aded :    for  he  had  reiafon  to  be  uneafy  at ' 
fuch    mighty    armies    of  foreigners   fo  fre- 
quently    paffing     through     his     dominions, 
which  fbme  of  them  pillaged  like  an  ene- 
my's  country,  and  where  almoft  all  behaved 
themfelvcs    with    great    infolence ;    as   even 
their  own  writers  are  compelled  to  acknpw- 
ledge.     But  I  do  not  find  fufficient  evidence 
to  eflabliih  the  credit  of  this  repoft.     Cer-  V.Ann.  Com- 
tain  it  is,  that  he  warned  them  to  take  an-"^^^  ^^^l 
other   road,  and  that   their   negleft  of  this  Fuichcr  e'ar^ 
counfel  was  the  caufe   of  all  their   misfor- ^°' ^^' 
tunes.     For  thfey  prefently  cariie  into  a  defert  Expugn.Hie^ 
and  mountainous  country,  where  they  could '""^oi- ^"^a»»^ 
procure  neither  food   nor  forage,  and  wereo,^^'vitaif* 
continually  harraflcd,  during  a  difficult  march  1.  x.  et. 
of  above  thirty  days,    by  a   great  array  off^8^™^{>anm 
Turks,    coUeded  out  of  all  the  neighbour- noi,  1102/ 
ing  ftates,  and  commanded  by  Soliman,  'he^"^- j^x^- 
warlike   fultan  of  Nice  and  Iconium,    who  iifaem'an'ms. 
compleatly  revenged  himlelf  at  this  time  for 
the  loffes  which  he  had  fufFered    from  their 
countrymen  in  the   firft  crufade.     After  re- 
peated   attacks,  by  which  he  had   confidcr- 
ably  dimiuifhed  their  numbers,  when  many 
of  their    horfes    had    been    killed,   or   were 
ready  to  die  with  fatigue  and  famine,   and 
when  the  fpirit  of  the  men  themfelves  was 
worn  out,  he  faddenly  brought  down  all  his 
forces  upon,  them,   from  the  tops  .of  fome 
hills,  the  defiles  of  which  they  had  entered ; 
and  made  fo  terrible  a  flaughter  of  them, 
G  3  tha? 


n$  HISTORY  OF   THE  LIFE 

BOOK.  L  that  they  durft  not  ftand  the  daqgcr  of  an* 
'  other  aflault,  but  fled,   by  night,  in   fmall 

parties^  leaving  their  baggage,  and  all  their 
women  and  children,  with  many  (ick  and 
wounded  men,  in  the  power  of  the  Turks, 
who,  much  incenfed  at  theie  perpetual  wars 
made  upon  them,  by  princes  and  people 
whom  they  never  had  offended,  maflacred 
ibme,  and  carried  the  others  captive,  even 
to  the  furtheft  parts  of  the  eaft,  where  they 
remained  without .  redemption.  Among  the 
women  thus  enflaved  was  a  princefs  of  Auftria^ 
with  many  other  noble  ladies.  Great  num« 
^^  bers  of  the  men,  who  had  fled  out  of  the 

camp,  were  overtaken  in  their  flight  and 
cut  to  pieces,  or  periflied  by  hunger  in  the 
mountains  and  deferts;  yet,  as  they  went 
different  ways,  fome  of  them  elcaped,  Par^ 
ticularly  moft  of  the  princes  and  earls  got 
iafe  to  Tarfus,  the  capital  of  Cilicia ;  where 
they  loft  the  earl  of  Vermandois,  who  died 
of  the  fatigue  and  hardfhips  he  had  fufFered« 
After  they  had  paid  the  lafl  duties  to  him^ 
and  given  themfelves  a  little  reft,  they  prO'* 
eeeded  to  Antioch.  The  duke  of  Aquitaine 
-  ?  arrived  there  on  foot,  with  hardly  a  finglo 

^ '^^  knight,*  or  menial  attendant,  having  lofl  his 

whole  army,  horfes,  money,  and  all  the  ne* 
ceiiaries  of  life ;  which  he  was  fupplied  with, 
in  Antioch,  by  the  bounty  of  Tancred,  a 
Norman  prince,  who  governed  that  city  j 
as  were  alfo  the  other  chiefs,  aotd^  (oma 
troops  of  their  followers,   v^ho   had  eibher 

accom- 
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accompanied  thcna  in  their  retreat,  or  joiQcd  8  Q  O  K  ?* 
them  on  the  road,  after  their  firft  feparati<)n. 
Finding  themfelv^s  ftroiig  enough,  when  Vid.  a«aow 
they  were  united  together,  to  make  Ibtnc^^**'"^^"?*^- 
attempt  againft  the  enemy,  they  laid  fiege  to 
Tortofa,  a  town  in  Phoenicia  i  which  being 
but  weakly  fortified,  they  took  it  by  ftorm, 
and  put  themfelves,  by  the  pillage  of  it,  in 
^  better  condition*  This  city  with  its  ter- 
ritory, which  they  left  in  the  poiTeffion  cjf 
the  earl  of  Touloufe,  was  the  only  advantage 
purchafed  by  {o  much  Chriftian  blood,  in- 
ftcad  of  the  conqueft  of  a  great  part  of  Afia, 
which  they  had  propofed  to  themfelvcs 
when  they  undertook  this  adventure.  The 
duke  of  Aquitaiue  embarked  at  Joppa,  anci 
returned  to  his  own  exhaufted  dominions, 
without  any  further  misfortune,  but  deje£ted 
with  forrow  and  (hame ;  from  the  fenfe  of 
which  he  more  miferably  delivered '  himfelf, 
by  plunging  deeper  than  ever  into  the  filth 
of  vice  and  debauchery.  The  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  the  earl  of  Blois  had  likewife 
embarked  at  the  fame  port;  but  being  driven 
back  by  contrary  winds,  they  remained  in 
the  Holy  Land,  and  were  foon  afterwards 
killed  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Rama,  which 
the  king  of  Jerufalem,  too  raihly  courageous, 
k^  by  bis  ignorance  of  the  number  of 
the  «iemy  he  came  to  attack.  The  earl  of 
Bourges,  brother  to  Raymond  earl  df  Tou- 
loufe, was  taken  prifoiver  in  the  fame  a^od.  ' 
Nor  ha^  the  duke  of  Bavaria  a  imicb  happier 
G  4  '        deftiny. 
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BOOK  L  deftiny,  though  he  cfcaped  from  that  defeat : 

^  for  returning  home,    after   the   lofs  of  the 

greatefl  part  of  his  army,  he  fell  fick,  and 

died,  in  the   illand    of  Paphos*     Such  was 

•the  event  of  this  crufadc  ;  which  might  have 

deterred  enthufiafm  itfelf  from  ever  forming 

.  another, 

Ncverthelefs  the  fame  epidemical  mad- 
nefs,  after  having  been  checked  during  more 
than  forty  years,  now  broke  out  again,  with 
greater  fury  than  ever,  in  all  parts  of  Eu- 
rope 5  even  in  thofe  which  had  fuffered  moft 
,from  the  laft  expedition.  One  of  the  firft 
who  was  feized  with  it  was  Louis  le  Jeune. 
The  mind  of  that  king  had  been  ftrongly 
difpofed  to  receive  it,  by  the  compunftion 
and  horrors  with  which  he  was  agitated, 
^fter  the  cruelties  committed  at  Vitry,  He 
thought  a  crufade  would  better  expiate  his 
guilt  in  that  adlion  than  any  other  penance, 
according  to  the  notions  which  almoft  uni- 
verfally  prevailed  in  thofe  days.  Therefore, 
when  he  heard  that  Edeffa  was  taken,  and 
that  the  Chriftians  in  Paleftine  defired  the 
fuccour  of  their  brethren  in  Europe,  he,  with 
great  ^rdour,  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
,  gaining  the  remiffion  pf  his  paft  fins,  by  the 
merit  of  fighting  for  Chrift's  holy  fepulchre. 
pther  inducefnents  had  alfo  fome  weight 
v.OihoFri.Yvith    hipfi.     His   elder    brother    Philip  had 

c-ir^s'-''   ^^^^  ^  ^^y^  ^^  SO  to  the  Holy  Land;  but', 
'    *     djeath  hayhig  prevented  him  frpm  perform- 
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ing   it,    Louis    imagined    himfelf  in    fbmeBOOK  r. 
meafure  bound  to  accompllfli  it  for  him,  be- 
caufe   he    had    inherited    the   crown  in    his 
Head,     He  further  fuppofed,  that  thofe,  who 
implored    his    affiftance,    had  a  right  to  de- 
mand his  proteftion ;  the  prince  of  Antioch, 
and  the  earls  of -Edefla  and  Tripoli,  being 
all  Frenchmen,  and   the  king  of  Jerufalem 
the  fon  of  one  of  his  vaflals.     There    was 
fomething    mord    fpecious   in   this   opinion; 
yet  furely  the  duty,  which  he  owed,  in  the 
fifft  place,  to  his  fubjeds  in  France,  was  a 
much  ftronger  bond  to  detain  him  there.     He 
propofed  the  affair  to  his  council,  who,  find- 
ing he  ftated  it  rather  as  a  cafe  of  confcience 
than  a  political  deliberation,  referred  him  to 
Bernard    abbot    of  Clairvaux,    whom    they 
thought  the  heft  guide  in  any  points  of  that 
nature.     The  abbot,    though    burning   with  0th.  FriC 
zeal  for  the  enterprize,  had  fo  much  difcre-  p^*J["?^^t 
tion,  that  he  would  not  venture  to  decide  fo  genii  pap. 
important  a  queftion  by  his  own  judgement,  ^'"•^•^^^^^^ 
but  exhorted  the  king  to  be  advifed  by  the^*'^*'* 
pope, 

'  Eugenius  the  Third,  who  had  been  a  dif- 
ciple  of  Bernard,  was  then  in  the  fee  of  Rome, 
and  too  well  underftood  the  interefts  of  it, 
not  to  encourage  fuch  an  undertaking.  He 
fent  itito  France,  a  bull,  by  which  he  excited 
the  king  and  the  whole  nation  to  this  pious 
warfare,  and  granted  to  all,  who  Ihould  en- 
gage  therein,,  as'  full  a  pardon  of  all  their 

pafl; 
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BOOK  L  paft  offences,  as  his  predeceflbr.  Urban  the 
^**"''^''~^  Second t  had  given  to  thofe  who  had  inlifled 
thcrafelves  in  the  firft  crufade.  He  likcwife 
took  all  their  families,  poifeflions,  and  goods, 
under  his  fpecial  protection;  even  forbid- 
ding any  legal  proceedings  againft  them,  till 
iheir  return  5  or  againft  their  heirs,  till  their 
death  Ihould  be  certainly  known.  As  a  fur- 
ther encouragement,  he  freed  every  debtor, 
who  (hould  take  part  in  this  crufade,  from 
all  arrears  of  intereft  due  to  his  creditors; 
and  abiblved  him,  or  his  fureties,  fy  tht 
atqfioUck  authority f  from  any  promife  or  oatb 
tnat  he  had  given  for  the  payment  thereof. 
He  alfo  granted  to  all  vaifals  the  liberty  of 
mortgaging  their  lands  to  the  church,  or  to 
any  other  perfons,  againft  the  great  rule  of 
the  feudal  law ;  in  order  to  raife  the  money 
which  they  wanted  for  this  expedition,  if 
their  lords  either  could  not  or  would  not  lend 
it  to  them,  after  due  notice  given.  Such 
were  the  baits  thrown  out  by  Rome,  to  draw 
men  into  this  ruinous  folly;  and  fuch  were 
the  powers  which  it  furnilhed  that  fee  with 
a  pretence  to  affume  ! 
Vit*Sagcrii  Hitherto  no  crowned  head  had  cv«r  en- 
fi^Ooirc  de'^  g^g^^  "^  ^  crufadc  J  but  to  enroll  even  kings 
Sugcr,  Uvi,  and  emperors  in  thofe  armies  of  which  the 
P*"3-  pope  was  the  chief,  and  by  that  meafis  te 
Suger.cpift.  jjj^j^g  jr^jj^  tt^  frottStor  and  iijMir  of  them 
and  their  kingdoms,  was,  undoubtedly,  a 
.greaf:  object  of  papal  ambition.  In  vain 
^d  AM>ot  Soger,  who  was  ajs  pious  as  St. 

Bernard, 


»u- 
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Bernard)  but  lefs  a  bigot  and  more  a  ftatef- BOO K  u 
man,  oppofe  this  defign  to  the  utmoft  of  his ' 
power.     In   vain    did  be   remoni}:rate,   both 
to  the  king   and  the   pope,    how    improper 
and  how  dangerous  it  would  be  for  the  for- 
mer, who  at  this  time  had  no  child,  except 
a  daughter  who  was  but  four  years  old,  to 
leave  his  kingdom  expoied  to  the  hazard  of 
an  unfettled  fucceffion :  there  being  yet,  in 
that  monarchy,  no  rule  clearly  fixed  by  law 
or  ufage,   in   virtue   of  which    the  crown 
would  defcend,  without  any  controverfy,  to 
the  nearer  heir  male.     Intereft  clofed  the 
ears  of  the  pope,  and  bigotry  thofe    of  the 
king,    againft    all    the    reprefentations    and 
counibls  of  this  wife  and  honeft  minifter,  the 
moft  rcfpedlable  monk  of  that  age,  or  per- 
haps of  any  other.     Together  with  the  bull(;i,a&id.vbi 
abovementioned,  Eugenius  had  lent  to  Ber-s. Bern. civ. 
nard  a  brief,  appointing  him   his  vicar,.  t:o^^^^^§* 
preach  the   new   crufade.     The   parliament,  p.  1 102. 
or  great  council  of  the   kingdom  of  France  y^*^"^^' 
(for  fuch  were  then  the  French  parliaments),  apud^ 
was    convened,    as  ufual,  at  Eafter,    in   th€<^^«^«»*^»^« 
year  of  our  Lord  eleven  hundred  and  forty-  aifo  hifloirr 
fix.     The  place,  appointed   for  it  to   meet  de  Suger, 
in,  was    Vezelai,  a  town  in  the  dutchy   of  ^- ^*- P- >  »«^ 
Burgundy;    ^nd    there   the    king,   who   in 
mother  jparlianMnt,  held  the  Cjhrifhnas  be«- 
fore,  had  declared  his  deiire  of  fpeedily  tak« 
l&g  the  crofsi,  rdiblved  to^  put  it  in   execu- 
tion :  whkh  being  oaade  k^wn  to  his  fub- 
jedis,  the  ooiKOurfe  at  Vezelai  was  fo  groat, 

that 
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BOOK  I.  that  the  affembly  was  forced  to  be  held  iu  a 
*"""■"■''       '  field.     A  pulpit  was  raifed  oii  the  lide  of  a 
Odomfttpra.  little  hill,  which  rofe  at  the  end  of  a  large 
BcrMvd.epiihpj^j^^  and  from  thence  Bernard,  after  having 
GadViid.  vit.  read    the    letters    of  the    pope,    harangued 
pj^i^f*    with  much  eloquence,  according  to  the  pur- 
feckf.i.ixix.port  of  his   commiffiou ;    and  added  to  the 
vehemence  of  his  exhortations  affurances  of 
good  fuccefs,  which  he  threw  out  as  a  pro- 
phet   under  divine  infpiration.     The   better 
to  authorife  his  predidtions,  he  pretended  to 
work  miracles;    which,    together   with  the 
cpiuian   conceived  of  his   fanftity,  gave  an 
almoft  irreliftible  force  to  ,his   words^      He 
bad  fcarce  ended,  when  Louis  rofe  up  from 
his  throne,  and  throwing  himfelf  at  his  feet 
demanded    the    crofs   which   Eugenius   had 
S^'J^^^Tfent    for,   him*      Having    received    it    with 
Duchefne,     marks  of  great   devotion,  apd   placed  it  on 
^j8S,  389.  his   right  Ihoulder,  he  mounted  the  pulpit, 
and    harangued     the     affembly,    or    rather 
preached  to  them,  with  as  much  fervour  as 
Bernard.     The  fermon  of  the  king  had  no 
lefs  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  audience, 
than  that  of  the  monk :  all  of  them  unani- 
moufly,  with  loud   acclamations,  defired.to 
be  inlifted  into  this  facred  militia.     Bernard 
had  brought  into  the  field  a  great  number 
of  croffes   prepared    for    the    purpofe :    but 
,  .thefe  not  being  fufficient,   he  took  ofF  his 
garment,  and  cut  it  into  fmall  pieces,  of  the 
i^oje  form,  which  he  gave  to  all  who  alked 
.  for  them ;  arapng  whom  were  the  earls  of 
.    ,  Flanders, 


OF   KING    HENRY    II.  9j 

Flanders,    of   Tonloufe, '  of    Nevers,    withBOOKl* 
raoft  of  the  other  great  vaflals  and  peers  'of^  '*  *'™'' 
France,  and  Robert  earl  of  Dreux,  the  king's 
brother.     The  queen  herfelf,  the  young,  the 
gay,  the  lively  Eleanor,  either  from  a  fud- 
den  ftart  of  devotion,  or  from  complaifance 
to  her  hufband,  engaged  to  attend  him  in  this 
dangerous  expedition,  without  regarding  the 
fad  fate  of  the  princefs  of  Auftria,  or  what 
her  own    grandfather    had    fuffered,   in   the 
forriier  crulade.     Many  ladies  of  her  court 
were  induced  by  her  example  to  take  part  in 
a  warfare  fo  unfuitable  to  them  ;  and  fome 
hiftorians  have  affirmed,  that  they  mounted 
on   horfeback,    armed    and    accoutred    like 
Amazons,  and  formed  themfelves  into  fqua- 
drons,  which  were  honoured  with  the   name  See  Meicnd 
of  ^een   Eleanor's  guard.      They   alfo  fent  ^^^^^^  ^**» 
diftaffs  to  all  the  young  men  of  their  neigh-  HiMre  de 
bourhood,  who  had  not  yet  enrolled  them-Suger, 
felves  among  the   crufaders;    by  the  flhame 
of  which    they    were    driven  to  it:  fo   that 
(as  Bernard    himfelf  teftifies  in  one  of  "his 
letters)  the  towns  and  villages  remained  in- 
habited  only  by  women  and  children. 

Of  all  the  princes  in  France,  or  in  the 
whole  chriftian  world,  none  was  to  naturally 
called  upon  to  join  in  this  enterprize,  as 
Geoffry  earl  of  Anjou.  His  father's  fon,  not 
yet  of  age,  was  king  of  Jerufalem ;  his  mo- 
ther-in-law was  regent.  That  they  ftrongly 
follicited  him  to  affift  them  in  perfon,  can 
fcarce  be    doubted ;    and  his   refifting  their 

importunities, 
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BOOK  I.  importunities,  as  well  as  the  impetuofity  of 
■™^  that  modifli  zeal,  which  bore  down  every 
reftraint  of  prudence  before  it,  is  an  extra- 
ordinary proof  of  the  peculiar  iblidity  and 
ftrength  of  his  judgement.  The  unfettled 
ilate  of  Normandy  was,  I  iuppoie,  his  ex* 
cufe ;  and,  by  infifting  upon  that,  he  iK>t 
only  avoided  the  evils,  which  he  might  ap*** 
prehend  would  cnfue  from  this  crufade,  but 
lecured  the  dutchy  to  himfclf ;  for,  while  the 
king  was  abroad,  he  fixed  his  government  there 
on  the  firmeft  foundations* 

The  earl  of  Blois  was  aged  and  infirm} 
which  probably  might  be  the  reafon,  or  at 
leaft  the  pretence,  why  he  did  not  take  the 
crofs ;  but,  that  he  might  not  incur  the  fpi- 
.  ritual  cenfures  of  Rome,  by  doing  any  thing  to 
difturb  the  kingdom  of  France,  while  it  was 
under  the  protedion  of  that  fee,  be  adhered 
to  the  refdltttion,  he  had  declared  ibme  time 
before,  that  he  would  not  engage  in  any  con^ 
teft  with  Matilda  or  her  hufband,  out  of  ainy 
regard,  either  to  his  brother,  King  Stephen^ 
or  his  nephew.  Prince  Euftace.  Thus  did 
all  thefe  events  contribute  to  ierve  the  houft 
of  Plantagenet  j  as  will  hereafiser  more  evi- 
dently appear. 

The  frenzy,  which  Bernard  had-  excited 
in  France,  rofe  to  fo  monilcsous  a  height, 
that,  in  a  great  council,  held  at  Qitrtre^, 
to  Settle  aU  matters  relative  to  the  crufade, 
the  whole  afiembly  eieded  the  abbot  for 
their  general^  thilead  of  the  king :  an  ex- 
travagance 
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travagance  which  I  fhould  hardly  believe  on  BOOK  i. 
the  faith  of  any  hiftorians,   if  I  did  not  find^       "^     * 
it  attefted  in  fbme  of  the  letters,  written  at  v.  Bernard. 
that  time,, to  Pope  Eugcniusthe  Third,  by ^^PjJ;^^^ 
Bernard  himfelf.     Peter  the  hermit  had  in-et  cpift. 
deed    commanded  a  rabble,    that   had  taken  |^V^«^^^"  ^P^ 
up  arms  at  the  beginning  of  the  firft  cru-p\lir* 
fade ;   but  ,the  deftruftion  of  all  thofe  who 
marched  under  his  conduft  was  enough   to 
prevent  even  the  ^ildeft  fenatlcks  among  the 
common   people  from  ever  defiring  to  follow 
their   example.     How  very  wonderful  is  it, 
then,  that  all  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the 
French  kingdom,   when    a   king  renowned 
for   his   valour,  and  full    of  ardoxrr  for  the 
caufe^  was  adtually  at  their  head,  (hould  con- 
fer the  command  on  a  monk,  ftill  lefs  qua- 
lified for  it  than  the  hermit  abovemen^ioned, 
who,  before  he  retired  from  the  world,  had 
ferved  as  a  fbldier ;   whereas  this  man  in  all 
his   life  had   never   borne   arms.     But   the 
ftrong  perfuafipn  he  had  infafed  into  them, 
that  God  was  with  him,  and  that,  like  an* 
other  Mofes,   he  wduld  lead  them,  by  mi- 
racles, into  the  land  of  promife,  made  them 
Cfverlopk  his  natural  incapacity,  and   think 
him  the  moft  proper  head  of  an  enterprize, 
to  which  they  believtd  he  had  called  them  by 
the  infpiration  of  the   Holy  Spirit.     Never- 
thelefs  he  was  fo  far  from  the  iadifcretion 
of  accepting  this  dangerous  ofier,    that  he 
would  not  even  take  the  crofs,  nor  go  along 
With   the    army  into   Afia ;    but   contented 

'himfelf 
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BOOK  I.  himfelf  with  executing  the  office  enjoined  him 

^"^""^^ '  by  the  pope,  which  was  not  to  engage  in,  but 

to  preach  the  crufade. 

OttoFnfing.  After  having  fo  ably  performed  his  bufi- 
*vJd:Lin!pJ:nefs  in  France,  he  went  to  the  diet  held  at 
rat. hi. c. 37, Spire  by   the   emperor  Conrade  the  Third. 

^m.^eift'    ^^^  S^®^*^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  fanftity,  and  miracles 
323."  ^'*  *    fuppofed  to  be  worked  by  him  there,  as  weJi 
as  in   France,   with    the    difpoiition   of  the 
Germans  to  receive  him  as  a  meflenger  fent 
to  them  from  God,  which  character  he  had 
the  boldnefs  to  take  on  himfelf,  rendered  his 
fuccefs  as  general  among  them  as  among  his 
own  countrymen.     Indeed  the   infe£lion  of 
this  kind  of  fanaticifm  had  feized  them  with 
fo  much   violence,   that  a   vagabond  monk, 
who,  without  any  commiffion  from  the  pope, 
or    any    pretence    to    fupernatural    powers, 
preached  the  crufade    in     the  cities   on  the 
Khine,  and  incited  the  people  to  begin  the 
Holy,  war  by  a  maffacre  of  the  Jews,  was 
greedily  heard    by   them,  and   not   without 
difficulty  fupprcfled  by  Bernard,  after  having 
raifed    great    feditions,    and  occafioned   the 
flaughter    of  many    Jews    in    thofe    parts. 
Happily   for   all  the  reft  of.  that  nation  in 
Europe,  the  miffionary  of  the  pope,  having 
more  credit   than    he,  confined  him  to  his 
convent,  and  turned  all  the  fury  of  the  zeal 
he  had    kindled    againft    the    Mahometans 
only.     The  emperor  himfelf  took  the  crofs, 
and  with  him  moft  of  his  vaffals,  except  the 

Saxons, 
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Baxotts,   who  excufed  therofelws  ffoM  atiyBQQfc  ^^ 
fliare  irt  this  expeditian  ;   becaafe  they  ha4        '     " 
•a  Holy  war  to  wage  nearer  homc^  againft 
the  pagan  Sclavoniam^     Bernard  afterwards 
)yurfued  hi&  miffion^:  wrth  the  fame  fervour, 
the  fame  arts,  and  the^  fame  prodigious  itrc^ 
cets,  over  all  the  Low  Coomries ;  and  would, 
in  all  probabUity,  hafve  extended  it  to  Eng^ 
hndf   where  he  might  have  found  as  much 
iaich,  M  in  the  French,  the  Germans^  or  the 
Flemings,  and    no  left   2fial  or  courage,  ifChroo.Ni)rm. 
the  diftraaed  ftate  of  that  kingdom,  and  aj^^^^^jjjy^ 
•doubt  to  which  fovercign  he  ought  to  2id^u^s^ii^i.\ 
-drefs  bkftfelf,  Matilda,  or  Stephen,  had  n<*^H^2'cT* 
flopped    him   fron>  applying  either  to  thfcfubann.1147. 
one  Of  the  other.     Yet  fome  of  his  agents,  Prompt,  col. 
w  perhaps  the  mere  fame  of  the  great  arma-  s?Duneira. 
iifteftt  tmakiDg  m  France  and   in  Germany,  hiii.  contin. 
drew  in  many  Englifhj    amonjf  whom  wereJ?^'J'*^"o* 

n  1  TL#         L^  I  r       VT  K  I  lubann.1148. 

Roger  de    Maobray,    earl  of    Northumber-ododeDiog. 
land,  Waleran  earl  of  Meulant,  and  bis  ^^^^-r  P^f^o^ 
brother,  William  deWarrene,  earl  of  Surrey.  i.tffubann? 
On  Septuagefima  Sunday,  in  the  year  eleven  1147* 
hundred  and  forty-feven,  a  general  aflembly 
of  the  French  kingdom  was  held  at  Eftampes ; 
where  Bernard  having  reported  the  refolution 
of  the  emperor  and  the  ftates  of  the  empire 
to  join  in  their  enterprize,  it  was  deliberated 
what   road   they   (hould  take;    a  qneftion, 
which  experience  had  (hewn  to  be  indeed  of 
the    utmott    importance.     The   embafladors 
of  Rogefr  the  Firft^  king  of  Sicily,  who  was 
then  at  war  with  the  Greek  e/nperor,  Ma 
Vol.  II.  H  nuel 
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BOOK  L  nucl  Comncnus, .  offered  the  kingf  of  France?, 
"  on   the  part  of  their  mafter^   fliips  and  aH 

other  neceffaries  ,for  the  tranfporting  of  his 
army  by  iea ;  at  the  fame  time  exhorting  him^ 
Dot  to  expofe  himfelf«;in  going  by  land,  to 
the.  perfidy  of  the  Greeks,  againft  whom 
they  inveighed,  as  having"  fecretly  combined 
with  the  Turks,  to  ruin  the  Latin  Chriftians^ 
in  former  crufades.  Many  of  the  French 
approved  this  counfel,  and  ftrongly  exhorted 
tne  king  to  accept  the  offer-  For  the  length 
of  the  journey,  from  Conftantinople  to  Syria^ 
or  Paleftinc,  was  in  itfelf  a  terrible  diffi* 
culty  to  an  army  {o  numerous,  and  fo  ig^ 
norant  of  the  countries  which  they  were 
to  travel  over ;  and  this  difficulty  was 
doubled,  if  their  fufpicions  of  the  Greeks 
were  not  wholly  groundlefs*  Whereas  their 
journey  through  Italy  would  have  been  fafe 
and  commodious  ;  and  from  the  feveral  ports 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  or  Sicily,  they 
might,  in  the  fummer,  have  eafily  paffed  to 
Joppa,  Ptolemais,  or  fome  other  haven  o^ 
Phoenicia,  which  had  been  fubjedled  to  the 
crown  of  Jerufalem,  by  the  fleets  of  the 
Pifans,  Genoefe,  or  Venetians.  But  this  fa- 
lutary  advice  was  rejefted.  The  chief  ob- 
je<Slion  to  it  was,  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  tranfport  fo  many  troops  in  one  embark* 
ation,  and  that  th^  embarking  of  them  at 
different  times  would  caufe  too  long  a  delay. 
As  for  .  the  apprehenfions  of  perfidy  in  tlie 
Greeks,,  they  were  partly  removed  by  let- 
ters 
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iters   received   from,  the  emperor,    but  ftill  9-0.0  K- it 
more  by  the  coiifideo^e  that  the  .king^  him- ""'-""-""  -^ 
itlf  and  .all   his  army    had   ia  ;theiF;  owii 
ftrength^   which  they   thought   fuffiGient   to 
fubdue   bothj  the  Greeks  and  the  .Mahome- 
tans,   though  they  dipuU  b^  uiiited^   efpe*- 
daily  with  the ,  aid  of  their  German .  Confe* 
derates  j  not  well  confidering,  that  the  greater 
their   numbers  were,   the  greater  would  be 
the  difficoilty  of  fppplying  their  wants  in  an 
eucmy's  pountry,   or  in  that   of  a  deceitful 
aod  treacherous  friend.     They  refolved  there- 
fore to  go  by  Conftantinople  ;    and  this  re- 
folution     was    agreed  .  to    by    the   emperor 
Coiirade,   who  fet    out  firft  at  the  head  of 
feveuty  thoufaud  hprfe^  all  heavy-armedj  be-^ 
fides  a  numerous   infantry    and    light    hor{k6ui.  fyu 
confifting  of  very  good  foldiers.     Th^  king^^*-    j 
of  France  followed  him^  about  three  months  Vii/  apud^^ 
afterwards,  by  the  fame  road,  with  a  cavalry  E)uchefne,  c* 
equal  to  his,,  and  an  infantry  Jittle  inferior ;  5' ^' ^' ^' 
it  being  agreed  that  they.fliould  unite  their 
forces   at    Conftantinople.      But;   before    the 
French  could  reach  that  city,  Conrade  had 
left  it,  out  of  impatierice  for.  action;,  or  be-^ 
caufe    he  apprehended    that    two  fuch    vaft 
armies,   vyhen    joined    together,    could    not 
have  found  the  neceffary  means  of  fubfiftence ; 
or,  perhaps,  from  an  unwillingnefs  to  ihara 
with  the  French,  either  the  advantages,  or 
the  glouy,  of  the  great  ^ronquefts  he  hoped 
to  make.     His  defign  -was  to  go  and  befiege 
Icoiiium,   the  capital    of  Lycaoniaj  which 
Ha  was 
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goQ^'^L  was  an  open  and 'fertile  c6untry  ;    but,  truft- 
^"**''''**^,  ing  to  guides  that  were  given   him  by  the 
Greek  emperor,  he  was  led  into  the  defarts 
and  ftraits  of  Mount  Taurus,  towards  Cappa- 
docia,  where  his  army,  being  in  want  of  all 
kinds  of  provifions,  was  deftroyed  in  much 
the  fame  manner   as  the  former    crufaders, 
of  whom-  an  account  has  been  given.     For 
the  itiltan  of  Iconium,  alarmed  at  the  intel* 
ligence-  he  received,  that  almoft  the  whole 
*    ftrength  of  Europe,   under  its   two  greateft 
monarchs,  was  coming  againft  him,  had,  for 
fome  time,  made   extraordinary  preparations 
.  to  refift  them,  imploring  afliftance  even  from 
the   furtheft    parts    of  the    Eaft:     By   this 
means  he  had  colleftcd  a  numerous   army; 
who,   being  excellent  archers,  all  mounted 
on  horfes  very  z&ive  and  fwift,  and  all  light- 
armed,  took  advantage  of  the  mountainous 
and  difficult    country  the  enemy   were  en* 
gaged   in,    and   ruined    their    heavy  troops, 
whofe  horfes  were  rendered  ufelefs  by  hunger 
and  toil,  without  ever  expofing  themfelvcs  in 
a  clofe  fight,    which    they^  were  unfit  for. 
Their  manner  of  combating  refenibled  that 
of  the  Parthians  againft  the  Roman  legions, 
infefting  the  enemy  with  (howers  of  arrows, 
and  favmg  themfefves  by  flight,  when  they 
were  attadted,  but  prefently  returning  to  the 
charge.     Thus  of  this  army,  fo  formidable  in 
its  numbers,  and  in  the  valour  of  the  m^, 
hardly  a  tenth  part^fcaped  with  the  emperor, 
who  had  been  wounded  with- twa  arrows, 

into 
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into  the  territory  of  Nice,  then   poflfcft  byBOOK  t 
the  Greeks ;    where  having  found  a  retreat, ' 
and  the  refreftiments  they  wanted,  they  (lop- 
ped awhile,  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  French 
king,  yvho^  they  heirdj  was  notching  that 
way. 

The  faults  committed  by   Courade  were, 
quite    iue](cufabie.     He  ought  to  ihave  fent 
to  the  prince  of  Antioch,  ot  to  the  king  of 
JeruA-lem,  for  guides,  to  coadud  hlttk  frdna 
ConAantinople  to  Iconium,  and  from  thence 
into -Syria  ;  and  not  have  truftcd  ,tjie  fafety 
of  his  army  to  the  doubtful '  faith    of  the 
Greeks*     But  if  his   affinjity    with   Manuel 
Conotnenus,  whofe  wife  was  iifter  to  his^  and 
the  fair  .words  of  that  emperor,   who  wa3 
ikilful  in  the  art  of  dilTeaibUng,  mjade  him 
at  firft  uegleft  this  caution;  yet  when  he 
foundf    during  his  n^arch  over*  the  lands  ofv.NIcct.  l.u 
the  empire,  feveral  proofs  of  hoftile  malice^*  ^* 
and  treachery  in  the  Greeks,  it  was  a  ftrange 
infatuation,  that  he  fbould  go  on,  in  an  ene*- 
my's    country,   without   any   diftruft  of  his 
guides;    that  he  ihould  confult  only  them, 
as  to    the   quantity  of  provifions   which   it 
would  be  neceflary  to  carry  with  him ;  and 
that,  ev^n  when  he  began  todifcover  theirV.Gul.  Tyr, 
perfidy,    he  Oiould  gu&rd    them  fo  ill,  that gj^^^J;? , 
they  were  able    to   make   their    efcape    bypr^. 
nightf    and  leave  him  in  the  midft  of  un^^^J-  ^w^- 
known  mountains:   all  which  we  are  afluredg.   '  ^*  '^* 
of  by  naoft    authentic   hiftorians !     With  a 
conduit  io  abfvird,  it  .was  impoflxble.  that  bis 

H  3  army 
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B<)QK  I.  army  fhovild -not  be  deftroyed,  unlefs  a  ftiU 
•'        greater   miracle,    than   any   of  thofe   which' 
Bernard  pretended  to  work,  h^d  beeiv  really 
done  to  preferve -it. 

But,  while  the  imperial  troops  were  lhu& 
facrificed    to    the    thoughtlefs   credulity  and 
fimplicity  of  their   leader,    the   French    ar- 
OdodeDiog.  fived  at  "Conftantinople.     They    and    their 
Niceta^l.  i.  ^^^'S  wcFe -received-  fey   Manucl    Comnenus 
f.  j.  {ei^t.9.  with  ^^great  (hew-  of  kindnels,  under  which, 
he  concealed  the  heart  of  an  enemy,   appre- 
benfive   of  *  their '  force,    and    bent   on    theip 
ruin,    *Fb^,  whatever  doubt  may  be  made  of 
the  treachery  of  his  grandfather  Aledus,   it 
is  certain  thi-s  emperor  dealt  moft  perfidioufly 
with    Gonrade  and  the  Germans,  whd  had 
done  nothing  to  excufe  fo  foul  a  proceeding* 
But  he  adled  on   principles'  of  pphtical  jea- 
•  loufy,    and    with    an    intention,   as   Nicetas 

Choniates,  who  was  both  his  fecretary  and 
V.Nicct.  pt  hiftorian,  d^fclares,  thai  thi  calamities^  bfought:^ 
f"F«r  ^  ^/j.  means  ^M  thefe  armies j  might  be  an  ex--. 

ample  af  terror^  to  fright  their  poflerity  from 
ever  more- fet4ing  foot  on  the  lands  of  the  em-: 
pire.  In  all  probability,  he  wquld^  have  fuf- 
fe red  for  it,  by  drawing  on  himfelf-the  arms 
^  '  •  '  of  the  French,  if  during  fheir  ^bode  at 
Conftantinople  the  injuries  done  to  their 
allies  had-  been  known'.  '  But  they  were  de- 
ceived by  a  rumour,  which  he  artfully  caqfed 
.  to  be  fpread,  that  Gonrade  had  taken  Icor 
Ilium.  This  raifed  fuch  an  impatience  in 
JLouis  and  his.  army  to  fliare  in  the  conquefts 


OF   KING    BENRir    ir.  .103 

which    they    thought    the    Germans    v^ert'ROOK  h 
making,  that  they  were  advanced  almoft  to^'      ^     '  ^ 
Nice    before    the    truth    was   difcovered    to 
them.     Indeed,    the    biihop   of  Langrcs,    aV.  Odode 
man  of  great  fagacity,  had,   in  the  midft   of  JJ'v'^' "' ^"* 
thefe    flattering    and    d^lufive    reports,    ex- 
horted the  king  to  make  himfelf  matter  of 
Couftantinople )    and    had    Ihewn    that    he 
might  do  it,  without  any  difficulty,  or  rifle 
to  his  army^  by  flopping  the  aqueducts  which 
fupplied  the  city  with  all  its  frefli  water,  or 
even  by  entering  it  at  feveral  breaches,  which 
he  had  obferved  in  the  w^alls.     The   utility 
of  this  meafure   he  proved   by   good  argu- 
ments ;    and  the  ju (lice  of  it  he  grounded  on 
the  behaviour  of  the  Greeks  in  former  cru- 
fades,  from  whence  he  inferred  a  neceflary 
diftruft  of  them  now  ;    and  likewife  on  their 
being  ichifmaticks  and   hereticks.     But  the 
king   waa  naore    fcrupuloUs,   in   this    pointy 
than. the  bifhop,  and  could  not  be  perfuade4 
to  turn  his  arms  againfl:  a  Chriftian  prince, 
when  he  had  vowed  to  employ  them  only 
igaind:  the  Mahometans.     He  alfo  alledged, 
that  he  had  confulted  the  pope  on  this  affair 
before  ^ha  fet  out,  and  that  his  Holinefs  had 
Dot  dajred  to  declare  it  to  be  lawful*     Such  a 
confultation    it(elf   fufficiently    proves,    that 
the  alarms   of  Manuel  Comnenus   were  not 
ill  founded.     Fortunately  for  him,  Eugenius 
the  Third  and  Louis  le  Jeune  paid  a  regard 
to  religion,  as  well  as  utility  i  otberwife  it 
n  evident,   that  reafons   of  ftate  would  a^ 
H  4  much  ' 
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much  have  induced  them  to  begin  and  fecurc 
the  conquefts  they  meditated,  by  taking  pot- 
feffion  of  Conftantinople,    and  other  towns 
of  the  Greek  empire  that  lay  in  their- way, 
as  it  did  him  to  affift  the  Turks  in  this  war 
againft   the  Latin    Chriftians,     Nor  does  it 
ieerh  at-  all  probable,  that  he  could  have  re- 
lifted  fuch  an  army,    if  they  had    attacked 
him ;    efpecially   as   we    arc   told    that   the 
fleet  of  the  king  of  Sicily  wqs  ready  to  co** 
operate  with  the  French  in  the  ficge.     But, 
the  counfel  of  the  biftiop  of  Langpeg  being 
rcjefleid^  they  pafled  over  th«  Bolphorus,  iii 
vcflels  furniflied  by  the  emperor,  who  prew 
fently   afterwards  n^ade  them  feel  their  de- 
pendence upon  him,   by  forbidding  any  pro-J 
vifions  to  be  brought  to  their  camp,  till  all 
the  nobility    had    takin  the   fame   oath   of 
fealty  to  him,   which  thofeofthe  firft  cr^- 
ftde  had  been  compelled  to  take  to  Alexius. 
The  bi(hop  of  Langr^s  preffed  the  king  to 
fefift  this  demand,   by  attacking  impiediately 
the  cities   of  Afia   which    belonged  xo   the 
Greeks :  but  this  too  was  rejected ;  -  and  all 
the    nobles   took  the  oath   requiredf  by  the 
emperor,    except   the  earl   of  Dreux ;    who, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  fuch  an  indignity,  le4 
off  his  own  vafl'als,    and   marched   forward 
it  the  head  of  them  alone.     The  reft  of  the 
army  foon  followed  ;    having  been  joined  by 
a  confiderable   body   of  troops,    which    iho 
marquis  of  Montferrat  and' the  earl  of  Mau- 
r^cnne,  the  king's  uncles,  brought  to  them 

by 
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byfca.  They  had  paffcd  Nicomedia,  when  BOOK  L 
they  were  met  bj  thofe  guides  vrho  had^"^  ^v— ^ 
caufed  the  defeat  of  the  GermaiiB,  and  who 
repeated  to  them  the  falfe  report  of  Iconium's 
being  taken :  but,  as  foon  as  they  came  into 
the  country  of  Nice,  Frederick  Barbaroffa, 
the  nephew  of  Conrade,  who  fucceeded  to  him 
afterwards   in    the  imperial  throne,   brought  * 

rhem  a  true  account  of  his  uncle's* unhappy 
condition. 

The  conftfcrnation,  which  they  were  ftrijck  odo  dc  TAog. 
with,  on  receiving  this  news,  was  equal  to  J;^- 
the  excefs  of  their  prefumption  before.     They  vil  c  ^9^^ 
now  began  to  perceive  the   vanity  of  Ber-  10. 
nard's  prediftions.     Louis  immediately  went,  f^^^-^  ^^* 
with   all   his   principal   nobles,   to  vifit    the 
cttiperor,   who    was    encamped   not  far  off. 
Nothing  could  be  more  moving  than  the  firft 
interview  between  thefe  two  princes.     They 
embraced  each  other  with  tears ;    and  con^ 
tifiued,    for    fortie   time,    unable    to   fpeak. 
The    kitig    was   the   firfV,    who,    with    the 
moft  generous  offers  of  friendfhip  and'affift- 
aiiee,  broke  the  melancholy  lilence;  mixing 
tefpe6:    with   condolencf,    and  endeavouring 
to  make  the  emperor  feel,   that  in   pitying 
his  fbrtune  he  honoured  his  perfon.     Conrade   ' 
replied    with    a   proper    gratitude,    and    not 
without    dignity  in    the    midft  of  the  pro- 
foundeft    humiliation.     The    firft    refult    of 
their  <ionference  was  a  refolution  to  aft  to- 
gether for  the  future.     They  next  confidered 
what  road  it  would  be  bed:  for  them  to  take^ 

and 
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g^QO  K  I.  and  determined  to  go,  through  Myfia  and 
-  '  Lydia,  to  Smyrna  and  Ephefus ;  then  to 
turn  caftward,  and,  paffing  the  Maeander, 
advance  by  Pamphylia  and  Cilicia  to  An- 
tioch.  But,  before  they  had  gone  very  far, 
fy  many  of  the  Germans  quitted  the  army, 
on  account  of  the  diftrcfs  they  were  in  frora 
*  the  lofs  of  their  baggage,  that  the  emperor, 

finding  himfelf  left  with  hardly  any  troops,- 
thought  it  would  be  a  fkain  to  his  honour  and 
dignity  to  march,  like  a  private  man,  under 
the  banner  of  France.  He  therefore  em-» 
barqued  at  Ephefus,  with  fomc  of  his  nobles, 
and  failed  from  thence  to  Conftantinople, 
about  the  end  of  the  year  eleven  hundred 
and  forty-feven,  propofing  to  ilay  in  that 
city  till  the  fpring,  and  then  to  perform  his 
vow  at  Jerulalem.  It  feems  viery  ftrange, 
that,  after  he  had  lufFered  fo  much  by  the  per- 
fidy of  the  Greek  emperor,  he  Chould  rather 
chufe  to  refide  in  the  court  of  that  prince^ 
than  in  the  camp  of  his  good  ally,  the  king^ 
of  France!  But  he  was  jceceived  there  v/ith 
more  kindnefs  than  in  his  profperity,  Man\^l 
being  contented  with  having  reduced  him  to 
need  his  compafiion. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  army  de-* 
parted  from  Ephefus,  and  came  to  the  banks 
v.^F^.Sug.of  the  Maeander.  Though  they  were  ftill 
IdSugeiumf  *^^  the  limits  of  the  Greek  empire,  they 
ododeDiog.  found  the  Turks  pofted  on  both  fides  of  the 
lv,vi, vii.  river;  the  emperor  having  allowed  them  tQ 
enter  his  frontiers  without  any  opppfifipo^ 

At 
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At  fight  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  did  not^QQ^  ^' 
expeft,  they  halted,  to  confider  what  courfcr 
they  (hould  take.  Their  lituatidn  was  now 
very  perilous*  The  provifions  they  had 
brought  were  almoft  confumed :  on  one  fide 
they  were  (hut  up  by  a  long  ridge  of  moun- 
tains, upon  which  a  numerous  body  of  Turks 
was  encamped,  and  on  the  other  by  the 
river,  which  they  were  told  was  not  ford^ 
able;  but,  after  a  long  fearch,  they  had  the 
good  fortune  to  dilcover  a  ford.  There  they 
determined  to  pafs ;  but,  in  executing  this 
refolution,  they  were  attacked  by  the  enemy 
before  and  behind  them.  The. king  himlelf 
made  head  againil  thofe  who  fell  upon  his 
rear,  and  foon  repulfed  their  aflault,  which 
was  little  more  than  a  Ikirmifli  ;  -  while  the 
earls  of  Flanders,  of  Cbanripagne,  and  of 
Noyon,  to  whom  he  had  given  the  command 
of  his  van-guard,  advancing  boldly  at  the 
head  of  their  troops,  got  over  the  water, 
and  vigoroufly  attacking  the  Turks,  who 
guarded  the  bank,  entirely  routed  them,  and 
took  their  camp.  The  French  loft  only  one 
man  in  this  a£tion,  namely,  Milo  earl  of  No* 
gent;  but  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
or  made  prifoners.  Probably  the  Turks, 
thus  defeated,  were  only  fome  bodies  of  ir- 
regular and  light  troops,  which  could  pot 
ftand  in  a  clofe  fight  againft  the  French  ca- 
airy.  Perhaps  too,  not  out  of  fear,  but 
>rudence  and  good  condud,  their  leaders 
^red  to.  avoid  any  battle  with  thp  French, 

where 
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BOOK  I.  yrherte  the  latter  could  z6t  without  the  nt^^ 
'  inoft  difadvantage ;  waiting  to  ddlroy  cbem, 

a9  they  had  done  their  confederates,  by  {afer 
means,  and  in  fuch  fituations  9s  ihould  take 
^Ep^-^^^- from  them  the  power  of  refiftaqce.     What- 
gcrum  inter   ©ver  was  the  caufe  of  this  happy  fuccefs,  the 
Sug.cpiih39.joy  it  gave  to  Louis  and  his  army  was.  of  9 
OdodeDiog.^Q^^   duration.     After   they   had   furcifted 
GuhTyr.     themfelves  with  viduals  and  forage  at  Lao- 
Geft^Ludov.  ^i"^»    ' ^^7   Continued    their   journey,    aa4- 
VII.'  Reg. '  came  the  next  day,  about  /lOon,  ^to  the  foot 
c  1^1 13'      of  a  mountain,  the  afcent  yp  to  which  w^ 
narrow  and  difficult.     Their  march  was  in 
two  columns,    the   foremoft  of  which   wa$ 
called  the  van-guard,  and  the  hindmoft  the 
rear-guard.    The  command  of  thefe  diyifioins 
was   given,    by   turn§,    to  all  the   priocip^ 
barons ;  and  it  happened  that  the  van-guard^ 
which  coniifted  of  more  than  two  thirds  of 
the  army,  was  led,  that  day,  by  Geoffry  de 
]Ran9on,    baron   of  Taillebourg   in   PoiAou» 
who  had  orders  to  encamp  on  the  top  c^  the 
mountain ;  it  heing  the  iutentioo  of  tl)e  Hiog 
that  the  whole  army  (hould  pafs  the  night  ia 
that  poft.    But  this  nobleman  arriving  ther« 
without  any  impediment  on  the  part  of  th^ 
Turks,  who  were  not  feeu  during  his  march, 
and  finding  that  be  had  fome  hours  of  dayt 
light  before  him,  thought  it  would  be  better 
to   encamp  on  the   plain,    which,   as   they 
looked  down  upon  it,  appeared  exceedingly 
fertile  and  plealant.^    This  advice  being  ap- 
proved  by  the  earl  of.Maurieno^r  he  paid 

no 
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no  r^rd  to  his  cideni    \mti  without  any  book  i. 

notice  having  been   fent  to  rtid   king,  de* ' -     '"^ 

fcended  the  mountain,  and,  when  he  oamd 
to  the  foot  of  it;  marked  6«it  a  camp,  in  a 
vtty   commodious   and  agreeable    tituation. 
The  ^ueen    and    all    her  ladies  were  with 
him  J  and»    perhaps,    a    defire  of  gratifying 
them  with  better  accommodations  was  the 
chief  reason  of  his   having  committed  this 
fault,  againfi  all  the  laws  of  military  difct^ 
pline.     The  raar-guard,  encumbered  with  a 
great  deal  of  baggage,  and  making  no  doubt 
of  the  van-guard*s   being   pofted  upon   the 
brow  of  the  hill,  fuppofed   that   they  had 
titXiC  to   fpare   before   night,   and   therefore 
inarched  very  flowly:    fo  that  the  fun  was 
iMSar  fetting,  •  while    evert    the    forenaoft   of  . 
them  had  ilill  £>me  part  of  the  afcent  to 
furmount.     In  the  mean  while,  the  Turks^Vii  au<aorc» 
who  had  kept  by  the  fide  of  them,  at  a  fmall'"^''"'^''^'^- 
diftance,  beiiag   covered  from  their  fight  by 
ibme  rifing  grounds,  were  informed  by  their 
Icouts,  that  the  two  parts  of  the  Chriftian 
army  w6re  feparated  fo  far,  as  not  to  be  abls 
to  affift  each  other :   upon  which,  with  great 
expedition,   they  went   and  poffefl'ed   them* 
Selves   of  the-  top  of  the  mountain,    wher* 
the  French  van-guard  had   been  ordered  td 
fcficamp.     Then,   having   formed    a   line  of  Ibidem. 
battle,   they  fuffered  the  rear-guard-  to  ad* 
-vance  Unniolefted,   till  their  foremoft   fqtfar 
drons  had  almoil  reached  the  fummit  of  tht 
afcent,  and  the  reft  were  far-engaged  in  the 

deep    , 
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BOOK  I*  deep  "hollow  ways,   which    cmbarrafled  thrf 
^ '    -'        middle  of  thee  hilK     Having    thus   drawn 
them  on  to  inevitable  deftru^Jlion^  they  made 
a  ifudden    attack    upon    them,     firil    with 
fliowers  of  arrows,  and  then  fwordinhand; 
which   threw    them   immediately   into  ,thd 
greateft    confufion.      For,  as   they  expeifted 
no*  enemy,    but  imagined   that  tJie   troops, 
they  faw  over  their  heads,  had  been  theii? 
own'  van-guard,  they  marched  in  a  very  care* 
lefs,  diforderly  manner;  and  many  of  them, 
'    to  eafe  themfelves   of  the    weight   of  thefr 
arms,  had  thrown  them   into  the  waggons 
that  carried   the   baggage.     All  things  con* 
curred  to  aid  the  Turks,  and  render  the  va*» 
lour  of  the  French    ineffedual ;    the  narrow 
defiles,   in  which  they  could   not  form  any 
order  of  battle ;  »the  roughnels  and  fteepnefs 
of  the   afcenf,   which    made    their    heavy- 
^      armed  cavalry  ufelefs  ;*  the   impediment   of 
their   baggage,    which,   being  placed  in  the 
midft  of  them,  hindered   thofe  behind  from 
ftffifting  the  foiremoft  ;   and  the  inferiority  of 
their  number  to  that  of  the  enemy  :  .  fo  that 
fcarce  .feven   thoufand,   out  of  above  thirty 
tbouftnd,    vyere    able   to    efcape ;     the   reft 
being  all  either  killed  or  taken.     Among,  the 
fkin  was  the  earl  of  Surrey,  and  forty  pth^r 
noblemen  of  the  firft  rank.     Lpuis  did  every 
thi^tigy  that  a  moO:  courageous  general  Could 
poffibly  do,  to  encourage  .  his  foldiers  ; .  ejt^ 
fwrfing  hh  perfpn^  and  fighting  valiantly  at 
Ihe  hipad  of  the  foremoA,  till-  he  had  gaine4 
,      '     .         *  the 
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tht  fummit  of  the  hill ;  where  he defperatdy  BOOK:  17 
.maintained  his  ground  for  fome  time,  till  all^  "  **  '^ 
his  braveft  knights  lay  dead  at  his  feet*  He 
fecmed  refolved  to  die.  there  too,  with  his 
fword  in  his  hand ;  but  feme  of  his  fervants, 
feeing  the  enemy  begin  to.  employ  them- 
felves  in  plundering  the  baggage,  took  that  * 
opportunity,  and  led  him  away,  •almoft  by 
force,  to  a  rock,  where  they  hoped  to  fecure 
him,  by  the  benefit  of  the  night,  which  was 
then  coming  on :  but,  being  obferved  and 
purfued  by  z  fuperior  body  of  Turks;  moft 
of  them  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  reft  put 
to.  flight.  The  king,  in  this  extremity, 
climbed  up  a  tree,  which  grew  out  of  the 
,fide  of  the  rock,  and  from  thence  raifed  him- 
felf  up  to -the  brow  of  the  cliff.  Several 
arrows  wcreiihot  at  him  there  by  the  enemy, 
from  which  he  was  preferved.  by  the  ftrength 
-of  his  armour,  and  the  boughs  that  covered 
♦and  fcreened  him:  but  when  fome  of  the 
Turks  attempted  to  climb  the  tree,  he  clove 
their  heads,  or  cut  off  their  hands  and  arms, 
as  they  clung  to  the  branches ;  defending 
hicnfelf  with  fuch  an  obftinate  bravery,  that 
the  reft  of  the  party,  being  ignorant  who  he 
was,  and  afraid  to  lofe  their  (hare  in  the 
fpoils  of  the  baggage,  drew  off,  and.  left 
him.  He  remained  on  the  cliff  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  not  daring  to  leave  it,  for 
fear  of  falling  into  the  enemy's  power-  But 
they,  loaded  with  plunder  and  embarrafled 
-with  the.  multitude  of  .the  prifoncrs  they  had 

taken, 
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BOOK  t  tiken,  thought  it  adviieable  to  retire^  when  it 
^    ^  began  to  grow  dari:;    left   the  French  van- 
guard (hould  return^  and  fall  upon  them  in 
thiat  diforder.     Nor  were  their  appiehenfions 
ill  founded.     For,  as  fbon  as  Louis  fiw  his 
rear-guard     attacked,     rightly     conjefturing 
from  what  this  unexpefted  difaftcr  had  hap- 
pened,   he  fent  Odo  de  DeuiL,  his  chaplain 
and  fecretary,    to    try  if  he    could   difcover 
fome  other   path  in  the  mountain,    leading 
from   thence  to  the  plain,,  and  go   by  that 
way,  to  inform  his  van-guard  of  the  peril  he 
was  in,  and  order  them  to  haflen  to  his  af<* 
OdodcDiog.fiftance.      That    monk    (whofe    memoirs    I 
L  vii.  h^ve  principally  fallowed)  performed  his  con^ 

miflian    unperceived    by   the    enemy:    but, 
having  been  obliged  to  take  a  great  circuit, 
,  he  arrived  too  late  to  prevent  the  defeat  of 
the  rear-guard,  by  any  fuccours  from  ihofe 
to  whom  he  came.     The   baron  de  Tailla-. 
bourg  and  the  earl  of  Maurienne  fetout  in- 
deed,   as   foon  as   they  hard   the  news   he 
brought,  with  all  the  beft   of  their  trdbps, 
and  re-afcended  the  mountain,  as  faft  as  the 
fteepnefs  of  the  afcent  would  permit :   but, 
before  they  could  reach  the  top,  they  met 
jthe  king.     After    the    enemy   were   retired, 
fome   of  his   ri^ar-guard,    who   had   efcaped 
from  the  flaughter  by  hiding  themfelves  in 
the  caverns   of  the   hill,    happened   to.pafs 
:very  near  him.     Finding,  them  to  be  French- 
men, by  the  language  they  ^oke,  he  made 
hirafclf  known  to  them.     One  of  them  im- 
mediately 
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mediately   furniflied   hiim   with  a  hoffe,   onBOQ^  h 
which  he  rode  through  the  heaps  of  his  dead        "      ^ 
or  dying  fubjefts,  and  wandered   fome   time 
in  th6  intricate  paths  of  the  mountain,  feek- 
ing  his  way,  in  the  datknefs  of  the  night, 
without  any  guide,  and  under  continual  ap- 
prehenfions   of  meeting   the  Turks,   till   he 
difcovered  the  fires  of  his  camp  on  the  plain** 
Thefe    ferving  to  direct  him,    he   defcendcd- 
the  hill,  about  the  middle  of  Which  he  felU 
iq  with  tlie  cavalry,  that '  was  coming  to  his' 
aid,  under  GeofFry  dc  Ran9pn  and  the  earf 
of  Maurienne.     They,    with    mixed    fenti- 
ments  of  joy  and  (hame,  recdvisd  and  con-^ 
dufted  him  fafe  from  thence  to  the'  camp  ;' 
where   his  arrival  dtfpelled  fome  part  of  the? 
terror  which  had  feized   the  qiiteri  and  the* 
other  ladies.     But,  notwithftanding  the  con- 
folation  they  found  in  his  fafety,  the  whole? 
camp    was   now'  a    fcene   of   afflidion    and 
mourning.      In   every'  tent,  a  near  relatbn,* 
or  a  dear  friend,  was  bewailed.     Tfceir  for- 
row  was  aggravated  by  the  great  danger  they 
were  in  of  wanting  provifions ;  moft^  of  the 
ftores  they  had  cblleded  at  Laodicea  having 
been  taken  by  the  enemy,   together  with  thd 
baggage    of  the    rear-guard.      It    vvas    ftill 
twelve  days  march  from  thence  to  Attalia, 
the  capital  of  Pamphylia,    which    was    the 
^rft  place,'  on  their  road,  where  they  could 
hope  to  receive  any  affiftance  or  refreshment  J 
.nd  they  were  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
leftroycd  all  the  forage  in  the  country  through 
Vol.  II.  1  which 
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BOOK  I.  which  rhey  were  neceffarily  to  pafi.  Thefe 
"^  -~  difficulties,  added  to  the  grief  and  the  ig- 
nominy of  fuch  a  defeat,  raifed  an  univeffal 
refentment  againft  Geoffry  de  Ran^on,  who, 
by  the  breach  of  his  orders,  had  occafioned 
their'  misfortune.  All  the  army,  with  one 
voice,  demanded  his  death ;  and,  doubtlefs, 
he  ought  to  have  fufFered  a  capital  punifh- 
ment :  but  he  was  faved  by  the  clemency  of 
Louis  and  the  warm  interceffions  of  the 
earl  of  Maurienne,  who,  being  confcious 
that  he  had  hirafelf  a  fliare  in  his  fault,  was 
extremely  follicitous  to  procure  him  a  par- 
don. Indeed  the  relaxation  of  military  dif- 
cipline,  which  was  one  caufe  of  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  fo  many  armies  in  thefe  expeditions^ 
arofe  from  the  feudal  government.  For  the 
great  barons  were  accuftomed  to  fo  much 
independence,  that  they  would  hardly  obey 
their  leaders,  who  were  obliged  to  treat 
them  with  fuch  regards,  as  much  impaired 
the  force  of  authority  neceflary  to  keep  an 
army  in  order.  Louis,  having  yielded  to  his 
uncle's  entreaties  in  favour  of  the  culpable 
baron  de  Taillebourg,  took  however  fbme 
care  to  fecure  hirafelf,  for  the  future,  from 
fufFering  again  by  a  fimilar  difobedience. 
Inftead  of  permitting  all  his  principal  barons 
to  lead  his  army  by  turns,  as  they  had 
hitherto  done,  he  now  conferred  the  perpe- 
tual command  of  his  van-guard,  with  a  fu» 
perior  authority  over  the  whole,  upon  an  old 
officer  of  great  merit,    whom   the  hiftorian 

1  follow 
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Ifolbw  names  only  Gilbert,  without  giving ^O OK  I. 
him  any  additional  title  of  honor.  The^^^^JJJ^^ 
fame  writer  informs  us,  that  he  was  eledtedi.  vU. 
by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  army^ 
whom  the  Icing  was  pleafed  to  confult  with 
in  this  affair.  The  condud  of  the  rear- 
guard was  given  to  Everard  des  Barres, 
mafter  of  the  Temple,  who,  with  a  troop 
of  his  knights,  had  joined  the  army  not 
long  before :  but  he  was  to  zOl  under  the 
orders  of  Gilbert,  whom  Louis  declared  he 
would  himfelf  fubmit  to  obey ;  and  whofe 
diredions  that  prince  followed,  in  forming 
a  ftrong  body,  out  of  the  beft  of  his  forces, 
both  borfe  and  foot,  which  he  commanded 
inperfon,  and  placed  between  the  van  atid 
the  rear- guard,  for  the  defence  of  the  bag- 
gage, and  to  fuccour,  occafionally,  either  the 
one  or  the  other.  All,  who  had  efcaped 
by  flight  from  the  late  adtion,  were  now 
come  in  :  but  many  of  thefe  having  loft 
their  horfes,  they,  with  fome  bands  of  foot, 
were  pofled  in  the  hindmofl:  ranks  of  the 
rear,  and  armed  with  bows  and  arrows; 
that  when  the  l^urks,  as  their  cuftom  was, 
(hould  make  their  difcharge  at  a  diftance, 
theie  archers  might  annoy  them  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  prevent  their  being  fecured  by 
the  fuddennefs  of  their  flight.  This  good 
difpofition  had  fuch  an  happy  effed,  that, 
b  ing  attacked  by  .  the  enemy  in  0e  firfi 
d  ys  of  their  march,  they  not  only  repulfed 
i  em  without  any  confiderable  lols  to  them- 
1  z  felves. 
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BOOK  I.  felves,    but   cut   ta  pieces  a  great   part   of 
'  their  army;    which  fo  daunted  the  reft,  that 

they. left  off  the    purfuit:   and  the  French 
c6ntinued  tlxeir  journey  in  quiet,  for  fevcral* 
days,  through  a  moft  difficult  and  dangerous 
country.     But,    though    they  naet  with    no 
enemy,  they  fuffered  grievous  hard(hips,  try 
the  want   of  proviiions   for   themfelves    and^ 
their   horfes:    againfl:   which  calamity  they 
could  £nd  no  refoisrce,  but  to   feed  on  the- 
latter ;  preferving  only  the  beft  and  ftrongeft,  • 
by  fome  fcanty  fupplies,    which  they   pro-' 
cured,  at  a  great  price,  from  the  avarice  of  the 
neighbouring   Greeks.     Thus   they,  at  laft, 
came  fafe  to   Attalia,  a  city  of  the   Greek 
empire,  but  tributary  to  the  Turks,  wb<)fe 
territories  bordered  upon  it  every  way,   ex- 
cept to  the    fea,   on    the  coaft-  of  which  it: 
was    fituated.     The    governor  did  nat   dare* 
to  refufe  the  king  of   France  at>d  bis  army 
admittance:    but,     that     he    might    deliver' 
bimfelf  from    them  as  fpecdily  as  he  coui^y 
he  offered  them  fhips,  to  convey  thenp  iMo 
V.  cpift.  39.  the  dominions  of  Antioch  by  fea#     The  pro-- 
Lud.adSug.  pofition  was  relifhed  by  Louis  and  his  toun-'' 
cil,    the    paffage    being    much   fborter,  and 
lefs  dangerous,  by  fea,  than  by  land ;    e(pe- 
cially  as  the  cavalry  was  almolt  difnK^untad.' 
It   was.  this    circumftance,    which    made  it 
feem    prafticable    to    procure    Shipping    for 
them ;  meiv  being  much  more  eafily  tranf- 
ododeDlog.  ported  than   horfes ;    but,  after   a  delay  oj 
utfupra.       f^y^  weeks,  the  king  had  the  •  .mortification* 
2  to 
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to  find  that  otic  halF  of  tlie  number  of  vef-BbOK  i. 
fels,  which  the  governor  had  promifed,  was '  ^/— ' 
wanting.  His  arniy  fufFered  extremely,  by 
the  great  fearrity  and  dearnefs  of  food  ;  an 
evil,  which  he  feared  would  increafe  every 
day  that  hk  renaained  in  that  city.  He 
therefore  determined  to  embark  with  his 
nobles  and  men  .at  arms,  leaving  his  infantry 
to  wait  till  more  tranfports  could  be  ob- 
tained. But  they,  being  diftruftful  of  the 
faith  of  the  Greeks,  begged  permiffion  of 
the  king  to  endeavour  to  force  their  paflage 
by  land.  Louis,  though  unwillingly,  granted 
their  requeft ;  and  having  Supplied  them,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,  with  money  and  other 
neceffaries,  put  them  under  the  command  of 
two  noble  chiefs,  who  were  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  dangerous  charge,  Archambaud  earl 
o(  Bourbon,  and  Theodpric  earl  of  Flanders. 
He  alfo  purchafed  hoFfes  for  feveral  of  his 
knights,  who,  wanting  room  in  the  (hips, 
were  left  to  go  with  the  foot.  Laftly,  that  Y^^-  auacres 
nothing  in  his  power  might  be  wanting  to^^'^^^'U^^*^^ 
ferve  thefe  unhappy  men,  he  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  governor  of  Atcalia,  and 
with  an  embaffidor  of  the  Greek  emperor, 
who  came  to  him  there,  by  which  they 
agreed,  that,  upon  his  paying  to  them  fiye 
hundred  marks,  they  Ihould  furni/h  him 
vith  guides  and  a  convoy  of  cavalry,  to  af- 
t  ind  on  hi^  forces  during  a  part  of  theip 
j  'urney  ;  and  fufFer  all  the  fick  to  remain  in 
\  ^  IjOWBj  till  they  (houjU  be-abl^  to  be^r  a 
I  3  voyage 
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BOOK  I.  voyage  by  fea.     When  all  this  was  performed, 
'      '         he  fet  fail  for   Antioch,  carrying  with  him 
his  queen  and  her  whole  train  of  ladies.     But 
^  treaty  with  thofe  in  whom  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  place   any   confidence    was  a  flender 
fecurity  :    nor  could  he  reafonably  hope,  that 
this    part    of    his    army    would    ever   joia- 
him    again    by  the   way  they   propofed;    it 
being  a  march   of   forty   days,   through    an 
enemy's  country.     The  event  proved  as  fatal, 
as    the    undertaking    was   defperate.     Before 
they   had  gone  many   miles,   they  were  at- 
tacked, on  their  inarch,  by  a  much  ftvperior 
number  of  Turks;  and  though  they  fought 
very  bravely,  and  beat  off  the  enemy,  the  Greek 
guides  and   convoy,  apprehending   more  af- 
faults  from  other  armies  of  Turks,  abfolutely 
refiifed   to  go   any    further.      The    French 
therefore  were  compelled  to  return  to  Atta- 
]ia,  and  with  great  difficulty  obtained  per- 
miffiop  of  the  governor  to  encamp  under  the 
walls,  till  fhips  could  be  procured,  to  convey     ^ 
them  to   Antioch.      In   this   fituatiqn   they 
were   harrafled   by   frequent   attacks   of  the     ^; 
Turks,  with  whom  the  tpwnfmen  perfidioufly 
maintained  an  intelligence,  and,  being  very     i 
ill  fupplied   with   provifions,    died   in  great    ^\ 
numbers    by   famine    and  ficknefs.      About    .) 
four  thoufand  of  the  brave^  among  them, 
feeing  their  countrymen  perifh  fo  miferably, 
anc}    preferring,    as    men  under  a  grievous 
yi4.  ^uaorcsdi(iyg(5  ^^Q  too  apt  to  do,  any  other  evils  to 
--^-'  "P'*-tt^pfe  ^l:^ey  ea^nre^,  a^tcmj)ted  once  more  to 
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go  by  land:    but  they  were  furrounded  itiBOOTt  L 
their  march   by  an   army   of  Turks,    who  ^  "    ^      ^ 
offering  to  take  them  into  their  pay,  if  they 
would  change  their  religion,  three  thoufaud 
of  them   accepted   that  ignominious  condi-* 
tion,  and  the  reft  \yere  made   captives.     All 
thofe  who  had  remained  under  the  walls  of 
Attalia    were     deftroyed   by  different  ways, 
except   the  two   earls,  their  leaders ;    and  a 
few  knights  ;   who,  when  the  army  had  re* 
turned  to  that  city,  defpairing  of  ever  per- 
forming  the  journey  by  land,  embarked  in  a 
merchant-(hip,    which   they    found   in   the 
port,    and    were   fafely    tranfported    to    the 
mouth   of  the   Orontes,   about  five   leagues 
below  Antioch*     The  king  of  France,  and 
all  whom  he  carried  with  him  by  fea,  had 
arrived  there  fome  time  before,  and  had  been 
received  with  great  honours  by  Raymond  de 
Poidiers,  Eleanor's  uncle,  wIk>,  having  been 
educated    in    the    Englilh    court     by    Kingj^\^"^-Tyr. 
Henry,  had  gone  from  England  into   Pale- ^o.  24/30.^^ 
ftine,    upon   an  invitation    fent  to  him   by 
Fulk,  earl  of  Anjou  and  king  of  Jerufalem, 
to  marry  Conftantia,  daughter  and  heirefs  to 
Boamond  the  younger,  and   niece  to  Meli- 
fente,  the  Wife  of  that  king.     By  this  match 
be  obtained  the  principality  of  Antioch,  to 
which  Cilicia  and  Tarfus  were  then  annexed: 
but  thefe  were  foon  taken  from  him  by  the 
Jreek  emperor,  John,  the  fon   of  Alexius, 
►  whom  he  alfo  was  compelled  to  do  ho- 
age  for  Aoitioch.    Neverthelefs,  after  the 
I  4  death 
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.90 OK  I,  death  of  that  priooe^  he  held  this  ftate  ia^ 
^^     '        dependent  of  Manuel,  the  fon  of  John,  and 
was  accounted  the  next  in  power  and  dignity 
to  the  king  of  Jerufalem.     Upon  the  coming 
€>f  the  French,  he  conceived  no  fmall  hopes 
of  enlarging  his  territories*    Louis  had  ftill 
an  armj,  compofed  of  all  the  bed  gentry  of 
France,  who,  being  refre(hed  and  re-mounted, 
made   a   moft   formidable  body  of  cavalry, 
and,  joined  to  the    forces    which  Raymond 
could  himfelf  bring  into  the  field,  might  have 
been  able  to  perform  vory  glorious  exploits. 
V.Ncubn-^  That  prince  had  the  higheft  reputation,  for 
ttGuUTyr/ courage    and    military    abilities,    of   all  the 
l.xiv.  C.2U  Latin  Cbriftians  in  Syria  or  Paleftine :    nor 
was  he  lefs  famed  for  the  talents  of  addrefs 
and  infinuation ;  which  he  now  exerted,  to 
perfuade  the  French  king  to  turn  his  aronsy 
in   conjunftion   with  him,  againft  Aleppo^ 
ror  fome  other  town,  adjacent  to  his  fron* 
tiers;    hoping,  that  whatfbever  they  (hould 
conquer  from    the  Turks   would  afterwards 
be  annexed,  to  his  principality.     Full  of  thefe 
fchemcs,  he  not  only  made  court  to  Louis, 
but,  by  the  moft  generous  prefents  and  the 
mod  winning  mianners,  endeavoured  to  gain 
all  the  barons  in  the  army  to. favour  his  pur« 
pofe.     He  'more  particularly  fought  to  ingra* 
tiate    himfelf  with  the  young  queen,    his 
niece ;    thinking    that,    poffibly,   (he  might 
have   more  influence  aver  the  mind  q£  her 

^fVu'^r     ^"ft^^^^>  '^^*^  ^"7  ^f  J^^s  counfellors :   and 
"  *  "^^  *     he.  fuccoedpd,  ib  well^  th^t.  ihe  t^cacae  very 
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waroif  and  perhap  too  want),  in  his  interefhiVOOK  L 
But  Lewis   pertinacioufly  rcfufed  to  engage^'  '    ^    "^ 
m  any  expedition^  till  he  had  performed  his 
vow  at  Jer ufalem ;  or  to  take  any  refolution 
concerning  the  plan  and  condudfc  of  the  war^ 
before    he   went    thither.      Raymond^    who 
knew  that  the  <][ueen  of  Jerufakm,  and  the 
lords   of   her   council,  would  defire  to  em- 
ploy the  French  in   other   undertakings,  of 
lefs  advantage  to  him,  was  much  difgufte4 
and     exceedingly    refcnted    this    difappoint- 
ment.     But  while  he  was  angrily  complain- 
ing about  it,  and  labouring  to  engage  the 
barons  of  France  to  prevail  upon,  their  maf-  ^^-  ^^°^* 
ter  to  alter   his    mind,  that  monarch,  on  ac.  15. 
fudden,  aflcmbled  bis  council^  and  commu.^"kTyn 
riicated    to    them    a    violent    apprchcnfion,  '  ^^** 
which  he  had  conceived,  of  a  plot  formed 
by  Raymond,  to  take  from  him  his  queen, 
who,  he  fuppoied,  was  herfelf  confenting  to 
the   rape.     All   his  counfellors,    much  fur- 
prized,   and    either   alarmed  at  the  danger, 
or  learing  to  oppofe  the  bent  of  his  mind  in 
an  affair  of  this  nature,,  advifed  him  to  go 
that  nighit  out  of  Autioch,  and  carry  Eleanor 
with  him;,  however  unwilling  Ihc  might  be 
to  di^rt;,  without  any  aoticd  given,  either 
to  hec  or  her  unck.     This  was  accordingly 
executed ;    he   got  one    of  the   gdites  to  be 
opened   to  him  at   midniglit,    bore  off  the 
quioen.  to  the  main  body  of  his  army,  which 
wa&    encamped    without    the    walls,    and 
(larcbed^com.  thence  ^  hf>fti|y'  as  he  could 

to 
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BOOK  I.  to  Jcrufalcm.     All  we  know  further  of  the 
*      '         grounds  of  fb  ftrange  a  proceeding  is   only 
Sec  Pcrc Dan. from  uncertain  reports  and  conjedures.    Some 
J^"**„y//'g  have  accufed  Eleanor  of  an  amour  with  her 
V.  Gui.  Tyr.  uncle.     Hc  was  indeed  (as  we  are  alTured  by 
1.X1V.C.  21.  jj^g  archbifhop  of  Tyre,  who  knew  him  well) 
the  handfomeil  prince  of  his  time,  and  more 
amiable  ftill .  by  the  -  charms  of  his  wit  and 
demeanor,  than  by  his  beauty;    which,  ad- 
ded to  the  luilre   of  a  great   reputation  for 
perfonal  valour,  might  well  feduce  a  lady's 
heart :  nor  was  that  princefs  lefs  capable  of 
inipiring  than  of  feeling  a  violent  paffion. 
But  one  cannot  eafily  believe  that  he  would 
attempt  to  debauch  his  nii^ce,  much  lefs  to 
take  her  openly  away  from    her   hufband, 
whofe  power  he  was  very  unable  to  refift. 
It  is  ftill  more  incredible,  that  (he  could  {o 
totally  forget  her  own  dignity,  and  all  the 
pride  of  her  fex,  as  to  be  willing  to  dcfcend 
from    the  throne    of  the  firft  kingdom   in 
Europe,    and   live   with   him  as  a  miflrefs, 
while  another  lady,  the  princefs  Conftantia, 
ftill  kept   pofleftion    of  his    bed  as  a  wife. 
To  make  room  for  her  there,  by  a  divorce, 
was  not  in  his  power :   for,  notwithftanding 
the  wonderful  and  moft  fcandalous  eafine^ 
of  the  Roman  fee,  in  that  age,  with  regard 
to  the  diftblving  of  marriage,  the  pope  would 
not  have  given  fo  monftrous  a  fandioti  to 
adultery,  rape,    and  inceft,    all  complicated 
together,  upon  any  pretence ;  eipecially  where 
fo  great  a  king  was  concerned.    And  by  di- 
vorcing 
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vorcing  hfe  wife,  if  if  it  had  been  in  his  power,  800KT. 
or  ridding    himfelf   of  her    by   any  other 
means  more  practicable    and  more    wicked^ 
Raymond  would   have  loft   his  principality 
too :  for  he  held  it  in  right  of  his  marriage. 
According  to  Matthew  Paris,  it  was  not  onVi<J;  Mai. 
fufpicion  of  an    intrigue  with    this  prince,  J^'\JjJ^ 
but  with  a  Mahometan,  whom  he  does  not 
name,    that    the   fame  of  Eleanor  fuffered. 
And  Vincent  de  Beauvais,  who  wrote  about 
the  feme  time,  imputes  the  fufpicions,  which  |P^"^'*"^^J^ 
Louis  conceived  of  her  while  he  was  in  the  ^"**^'" 
Eaft,   to  her   having    received  fome  prefcnts 
horn  Saladin ;  meaning,  I  prefume,  the  great 
prince  of  that  name,  who,  about  thirty  years 
afterward,  conquered  the  Holy  Land.     But 
this  was  impofnble  :    for  that  fultan  was  not 
then  eleven  years  old.     Nor  docs  he  afcribc 
her  divorce  to  this  alone,  but  to  a  general 
charge  of  incontinence ;  which  is  alfo  brought 
againfl  her  by  a  contemporary  writer,  of  the 
greateft    authority,    William   archbifliop   of 
Tyre.     Yet  the  latter  has  left  his  readers  asp^K*^y^- 
much  in  the  dark,  as  all  the  other  hiftorians  '*^**  ^^^' 
who  lived  in  thofe  days,  with   regard  to  the 
perfon    (he   intrigued    with.     Some    of  the^"^'^.^ 
inoft  eminent  modern  writers  have  affirmed, gnmdchifloir. 
that  the  lover,  whom  Louis  was  jealous  of,^^^^'^^  ^^' 
was  a  young  Turk,  born  in  the  city  of  An.cmifad<^ 
tioch,  and  converted  to  Ghriflianity  a  little Ni^^oi*^^  ^ 
before  this  crufade.     They  call  him  Saladin,  ?r"J^;,i;S: 
and  mod  of  them  tell  us,  that  the  queen  wasdeMaithe. 
^efolved  to  forf^kc  her  hufband^  and  go  off 

with 
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BOO  Kl.  with  this  galant;  by  her  uncle's  advice.    Bach 

*  a  ftory  does   not    feem  to  mecit  the  regard 

Knd!"  t^at   they   have  ^vca  ta  it,  ^efpeoally  not 

derhiftoire    being  voachcd  b^  any  writer  who  lived  in 

^  France,  ct  t^^f^  times.    Upon  the  whole,  it  is  probable 

that  the  jcaldufy  of  the  king  had  ix>  otho: 

obje&  than   Prince   Raymond   himfelf,  and 

was  ill  founded ;   having  only   Been  exck^ 

by  fome  youthful  levity  in  the  queen's  bet 

haviour>  and  by  the  warmth  ihe  exprefiM 

for  the  interefts  of  her  uncle;  or;  at  mofl^ 

by  an  inclinatbn,  which  fhe  might  difcover^ 

to  ftay  with  him  at  Antioch^  while  Louk 

was  in  Paleftine,  and  which  he  might  en- 

courage,  without   mieaning  to  caufe  a  total 

ieparatioa    between    her   and    her    holbatid. 

viPif '  ^^^*  This  opinion  is  well  warranted  by  the  wor& 

C.15.  apTbu-of  an  hiftorian  who  lived  in  that  age.     And 

chefne.         the  fame  writer  adds,  that  there^  were  ma«y 

who  blamed  the  king,   for  having,  by  thb 

manner  in  which  he  left  Aotroch,  difgraced 

the  royal  dignity:   which  is  alfo  confirmed 

by  the  archbrfhop  of  Tyre.     Rayniond  was 

of  a  paffianate  and  J&ery  temper,  and  might, 

pui.  Tyr     in  his  anger,  throw  out  fome  liafty  virord^, 

Ixvuaj.  which   alarmed  Louis,  whofe  mind  was  lU 

able  t6  fudden  impreffions,  and  violent  in  all 

its  motions.     But  to  imagine,  that  the  prince 

could  have  meditated,  either  the  rape  of  the 

queen,  or  any  attempt  againft  the  life  of  the 

king,  is  to.  fuppofe  him  a  madman :    for  hfe 

muft  by  iuch  outrages  have  drawn  on  hins-r 

felf  iuevicai)le    deftru^ion  ;    a&    fhe .  whole 

Qhriftiaft 
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Chriftiaii  world  would  certainly  hate '  madeB  6  o  K  l^ 
themielves  the  avengers   of  Louis,   and    he^      ^      ' 
Gould  <x^^  no  affiftaace  even  from  his  own 
fubge^*.     In  all  other  patrts  of  his  condu<a'  he 
^}pear&  a  isaii  of  good   fenfe,   and^  tidt  fo 
given  up  to  the  power  bf  bis  paflion^  as  to 
have  been  abfdiutely  deaf  to  the  voice  of  his 
feafoa*     When   therefore  the  counfellors  of 
Louis  adviied  him  to  carry  his  queen  out  of 
Antioch,  in  the  manneF  he  did,  they  only 
filtered  his  humour,  er  wer6  infefted  with' 
a^vain  and  iinaginary  fear,  caught  on  a  fud- 
den  from  him,  without  weighing  the  argu- 
ments of  improbability,    vvhich  oppofed  the^ 
belief  of  what  j^e  urged.     Indeed  there  ar^ 
lii  many  inftances,  in  all  times,  of  minifters 
authorifing  the  follies    of'  kings    froift -niere 
Q^mplaiiancey   that   I  rather   fhould  impute 
this  advice  to  that  motiv*;^  than  to  an  error 
ift  judgnoenf •     As  foon .  ae  Juems  artived  at-  ' 
JerufakmS' be  wroteto  Abbot  •  Suger'a  letter 
of.cotofitHnpe-on  this- *xtra6rtlinary  bufinefs. 
Il '  never-  wafe   published  ^   »but    the  anfwer, 
which  that'AMnifter  made  to  it,  we  Have, 
a^d-it-  i9  4ri  theie  words ;  ^^With  regard  to^-..^"S*^'' 

-    1  '  T      •       r         .    •      epift.  ap. 

*'  the    queen,    your  xremiort,    I    prefume   taDuchefnc, 
"  recommend  to  you,    under   fubmiffipn  toepift*S7» 
^.  your  owi>  •  ^eafure,  that-  you  fhould  *  eon- 
•"^  ceal 'the  •ra^ncour    of  yoiir    mmdiifan^ 
<*  th^re  -tejhAl^od  (hall  give  you  a-fafe  re^* 
«  furn^  to*  yob*  kingdomf  -  vv4j€ii   you^  inay 
^•take-th^  mN^ft  prc»pe^/meafu'res  in  this  and 
9^  iJlfefe^afeir^j'**   ^  -      ^'  -  --  ^      ..  •  ■  •  •• 
i'-^'^^  The 
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BOOK  I  The  words,  if  any  there  be^  indicate,  I 
"  "  "  think,  very  plainly,  that  Louis  had  no  proof 
of  guilt  in  Eleanor :  for,  had  there  appeared 
dgainft  her  any  thing  more  th^n  fufpicion, 
Suger  could  not  have  expreiTed  a  doubt,  whe* 
ther  he  retained  his  refentnoent.  And,  from 
all  that  is  faid  by  that  minifter  on  this  fub- 
je£i:,  one  may  judge  that  he  did  not  think  the 
fufpicion  well  founded.  He  could  not  fay 
xx)ore,  without  direflly  blaming  his  mader 
for  the  Aeps  he  had  already  taken  upon  it : 
but  this  was  enough  to  flop  him  from  further 
ads  of  that  nature,  and  to  gain  time  for  in* 
flilling  into  bis  mind  fuch  advice,  as  he  would 
not  have  endured  before  his  paffion  was 
cooled  by  reflexion.  The  ej9e&  was  fo  good, 
that  he  not  only  continued  to  live  with  the 
queen,  while  they  remained  in  the  £aft, 
without  any  open  marks  of  hatred  or  di^uft^ 
but  had  a  child  by  her,  who  was  born  about  five 
or  fix  months  after  his  return  into  France : 
which  appears  to  afford  a  very  ftrcMig  prefump- 
tion,  that  he  was  not  convinced  of  her  having 
diihonoured  his  bed :  for,  had  he  been  fo,  it 
hardly  can  be  fuppofed,  that  he  would,  ever 
have  admitted  her  to  it  again* 

A.  D.  1 148.  When  the  French  arrived  at  Jeruialem,  they 
found  there  the  emperor  Conrade,  with  whom 
JJ^^^^^^Jj^*  Louis,  after  having  ftaid  feme  time  in  thac 
2, 3,  ^  1, 6,  city,  in  order  to  pay  his  devotions  at  all  the 
7f^*  holy  places,  went  to  Ptolemais,  or  Accon, 

where  a  great  council  was  held,  to  conc^t  a 

plan 


OF  KING  HENRY  IL  nj 

plan  of  operations,  for  carrying  on  the  watBOOK  I. 
againft  the  Mahometans.  There  were  prefent,  ^  '  ^  "^ 
befides  the  princes  and  nobles  of  France^ 
two  legates  of  the  pope;  one  of  whom  had 
attended  the  camp  of  the  emperor,  and  the 
other  that  of  Louis  ;  Henry  duke  of  Auftria, 
the  emperor's  brother;  Frederick  duke  of 
Suabia,  his  nephew  ;  with  many  other  nobles 
of  Germany  and  of  Italy ;  the  young  king 
of  Jeriifalem,  and  all  the  principal  lords 
of  his  kingdom.  After  fome  deliberation, 
they  unanimoufly  refolved  to  lay  fiegc  to 
Damafctts.  Their  forces  united  were  fuffi-* 
cient  to  take  that  city,  and  they  began  very 
happily  :  but  (as  if  a  fpirit  of  infatuation  had 
feized  all  thofe  who  engaged  in  this  war)  they 
changed  their  attack,  when  it  was  juft  on  the 
point  of  being  fuccefsful,  and  deprived  them- 
felves  of  the  benefit  of  provifiqns  and  water, 
which  they  had  been  plentifully  fupplied  with 
in  their  former  fituation,  but  found  no  poili- 
bility  of  procuring  on  the  fide  which  they 
had  removed  to.  Nor  could  they  return, 
when  they  difcovered  the  ill  confequences  of 
what  they  had  done;  becaufe  all  the  ap- 
proaches were  feized  by  the  enemy,  and 
ihcngthened  with  barricades,  and  other  de- 
fences, which  had  been  wanting  before.  It  is 
faid,  that  this  error  in  their  condufl:  was 
owing  to  treacherous  couniels,  given  by  the 
lobles  of  Paleftine ;  who,  having  notice  of 
1  intention,  in  the  chiefs  of  the  crufade,  to 
sliver  the  city,  when  taken^  to  the  earl  of 
^  Flanders, 
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BOOK  I.  Flanders,  as:  a  {Eate  indepettdeiit  on  the  king^ 
'  dom  of  Jcrulalcin^  were  fo  much  offended,  that 

they  rather  wiflied  to  have  it  continue  un- 
der the  power  of  the  Turks.  Another  realK^n 
aligned  for  it  is,  that  they  were  influenced  by 
the;  prince  of  Antioch  to  defeat  this  under* 
taking,  becaufe  he  xnalicioufly  defired  to  difl 
grace  the  French  king.  And  a  ftrong  fuf- 
picion  prevaikdi  of  their  having  been  bribed- 
by  the  Turks  of  Damafcus.  •  But  thefe  re* 
ports  were  aU  uncertain  ;  nor  (even  admitting 
the  truth  of  them)  do  th6y  much  lerve  to 
difculpate  the  emperor  and  his  royal  confede- 
rate, who  certainly  ihould  not  have  altered 
the  plan  of  their  fiege,  without  a  more  care«, 
ful  attention  to  what  might  enfue  from  it,  in 
deference  to  any  opinions  or  counfels. 

.   The  ill  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize,  and  the 

jealoufy,    which    very  naturally  arofe    from 

thence  in  the  •  minds  of  the  crufaders,    that 

they  were  betrayed  even  by  thofe  they  came 

V.Suger,cp.{^.j^flifl;^  made  them  unwilling  to  undertake 

^'ft!  Lud.    any  other.     The  emperor  firft  departed,  and 

VII.  c-  2j.  returned  home  by  fea,  without  any  further 

rSSL?  difafter  ;    and  after  him  moft  of  the  Germans 

and  the  French  ;  but  Louis,  defiring  t6  do 

ibme  ad,    which  might  ferve  the  Chriftian 

caufe  in  thofe   parts  of  the  world,  lingered 

in-  Paleftine  as  long  as  he  could ;   till  t£e  fe- 

ditious  cabals  of  the  earl .  of  Dreux,  his  bro-^ 

thor,  againfl;  him,  in  France,  and  the  pref^ 

^g  infiances'  of  ab^ot  Suger,  obliged  him 

to 
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tD  return  to  his  kingdom.     He  failed  to  Ca-  BOOK  I. 
labria,  and  fronrthencc  went  to  Rome,  where 
he   very    eagerly   propofed  to  Eugenius   the 
Third,  who  was  ftill  in  that  fee,  the  fend- 
ing of  Bernard  to  preach  another  crufade,  in 
which  he  declared  himfelf  willing  and  ready 
to  join*     This  appears  almoft  incredible :  but 
the  firmnefs  of  a  hero  is  not  fo  invincible  as 
the  obftinacy  of  a  bigot.     Louis  had  a  mixture 
of  both  in  his  mind,  efpecially  of  the  latter, 
and  imagined  that  the  blood  of  his  innocent 
fubje5:s,    (hed    by   him  at  Vitry,    would  be 
walhed  off  from  his  foul  by  that  of  the  Infidels.* 
Even  the  fliame  of  having  failed  in  this  ex- 
pedition impelled  him  to  another,  wherein, 
by   purdiing  a  different  plan  of  condud,   he \ 
hoped  to  recover  the  honor  he  had  loft.     But 
other  princes  were  far  from  being  in  the  fame 
difpoiition.     AH  Europe  was  full  of  loud  com* 
plaints  againft  Bernard.     Two  hundred  thou- 
fand  men  had  miferably  perifhed  in  this  cru- 
fade,  which  he   had  encouraged   with   pro- 
phecies of  the  raoft  happy  fuccefs :  nor  had 
one  foot  of  land  been  gained  from  the  Infii- 
dels,  or  the  leaft  fervice  done  to  the  Chrifti- 
ans  in  Afia,  for  whofe'  benefit  it  was  under- 
taken.     One  cannot  therefore  wonder,  that 
the  public  refentment  fliould  fall  very  heavy 
Oil  the  chief  author  of  fuch  a  fatal  delufion.  , 
The  apology,  which  he  made  for  himfelf  in  v.  Bernard  dc 
a  letter  to  Eugenius  the  Third,   was  by  noconfidera- 
means  fufficient.     He  pleaded  there,  that  he^^;;fj^^^^^  ^ 
had  only  preached  the  crulade  in  obedience  1^  ii. 
Vol.11.  K  to 
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BOOK  I.  to  the  orders  received  from  that  pope.     BulT 
*      •      ^  he  did  more  than  preach  ;  he  prophefied,  and 
pfetended  to  miracles.     The    pope   did    noC 
command  him  to  take  on  himfelf  the  charac-^ 
ter  of  a  perfon  infpired  by  God,  nor  to  draw- 
in  the  people  by  falfe  prediiSHons,  to  which'- 
he  gained  credit  by  an  appearance  of  miracles 
equally  falfe.     For,  to  fuppofe  that  true  mi- 
racles were  really  done  by  him^  in  confirma- 
tion of  his  having  received  revelations  from- 
God,  which  the  event  proved  to  be  falfe,  is 
fuch  an  abfurdity,  and  fuch  an  impiety,  ,as- 
0iie  would  think  fuperftition  itfelf  fliould  re- 
je£k.     His  plea,  that  the  vices  of  thofe  whor 
had  engaged  in  this*  expedition  offended  God, 
and  thereby  changed   the  fuccefs  which  he 
h^.Ie['or^^  predidted,  is  frivolous.     For  (as  the  ju- 

deMaite,  Li.dicious  hiftorian,  Vertot,  well  obferves)  Jf 
P-  "o«*  he  had  been  endowed  ijoith  the  gift  of  prophecy 
upon  this  occajion^  be  oughts  by  that  fuperna^ 
tural  lights  to  have  known  y  that  they  would  of-- 
fend  God,  and  therefore  would-be  punijhed  by  alt 
the  misfortunes  with  which  they  aiiually  were 
oroerwhelmed^  irflead  of  thofe .  viSiories^.  which 
hcy  as  GoSs  minifiery  had  made  them  expeSl^ 
It  does  not  even  appear  from  the  evidence  of 
any  one  contemporary  author^  that,  during 
the  courfe  of  this  holy  virar,  the  enormities 
of  the  Germans  and  the  French  were  fe  great 
as  to  defervc  io  grievous  a  punifhment^  The 
piety  of  Louis  was  mof):  fincere;  nor  is  he 
'  accufed  of  any  vice :  and  Conrade  behaved 
himieif,  in  every    refpe^^   like  a  good   and 

re- 
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feligious  prince;  which  is  the  charaflcr  gi^BOOK  t^ 
Van  of  him  by  every  hiftorian  who  has  treated  V.  GuI  Tyr^ 
this  fubjeft.  Their  armies  were  kept  by  theml-  »«•  c#  8. 
m  at  leafl  as  good  order,  and  pra^lifed  alt 
duties  of  morality  or  religion  with  at  leaft 
as  much  ftridinefs,  as  thofc  of  the  firft  cru- 
fade,  which  had  been  more  fuccef&ful.  But 
even  allowing  the  fa£t,  that  thefe  were  more 
vicious,  th6  confequenceS  drawn  from  it  ia 
juftification  of  Bernard  cannot  be  admitted* 
His  predidions  were  pojiiive^  and  under  no 
referves  or  conditions.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
had  no  excufe,  but  that,  according  to  the 
general  faith  of  thofe  limes,  he  thought  it 
expedient  and  lawful  to  ufe  pious  frauds^  for 
the  advancement  of  a  good  and  holy  defign, 
fuch  as  he  took  this  to  be.  It  was  very  na- 
tural, therefore,  that  the  many  fuffercrs  by 
this  fraud  (hould  be  extremely  incenfed 
againft  the  impoftor,  and  againft  the  pope  him* 
lelf,  for  the  fliare  he  had  m  that  ruinous  eA- 
terprifey  which  had  almoft  depopulated  the 
beft  part  of  Europe*  Eugenius,  knowing 
this,  contented  himfelf  with  admiring  and 
praifing  the  zeal  of  Louis,  and  the  ardour 
which  he  expreft  for  another  crufade:  but 
no  other  was  formed  till  after  Jerufalem  had 
been  conquered  by  Saladinj  when  that  mo- 
narch again  took  the  crofs,  with  Henry  the 
Second,  king  of  England,  the  emperor  Fre- 
d  ick  BarbarofTa,  and  many  other  princes^ 
^  will  be  (hewn  in  the  latter  part  of  thi$ 
h  :ory.  He  and  the  queen  of  France  arr^^Suger, 
K  z  rived^^^^  *^ 
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BOOK  I.  rived  fafe  in  that  kirtgdorri,  ibout  the  end  of 
*       "^       ^autumn,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
nine.     Probably  the  earl  of  Meulant  and  Ro- 
y.  s.  Dunei.         j.^  Moubrav  returned  in  their  company : 

hiit.  contin.     o  iii/-  r  1*^1'' 

per  J,  Haguft.  for  We  are  told,  that  lOOA  afterwards  they 
fubann.ii4«.both  Came  to   England;  and  that  the  latter 
was  celebrated  above  all  his  companions,-  for 
having  vanquished  an  emir,  or  prince  of  the 
Turks,  in  (ingle  combat. 
H.dcHunt.       g^^|.  ^f   2X1  the  adventurers,  who  had  eu-. 
fea"203o*  *  g^g^  i^  ^'^"S  crufade,  none  were  fo  focccfs- 
Chron.Norm.ful,  as  z  fleet  of  private  men,  about  fourteen 
Br^d^'molthoufand  without  reckoning  thefailors;  moft 
narch.  Lufxt.  of  which  number  were  Englilh,  but  joined 
^a  uci  de  ^  ^^    ^^"^^   Normans,    Flemings,    iahd   otbersj 
Fari  hift.      who  affociated  themfelves  under  feveral  chieft, 
Portug.        or  under  one  of  fo  little  diftinftion,  that  his 
name  is  not  mentioned  in  the  contemporary 
A.  D.  1 146.  hiftorians.     They  ftt  f&il  from  England  for 
Ptolemais  or  Joppa;  butweredriven  by  ftorms 
into  the  river   Tagus,   juft   when  Alphonfe 
the  Firft,  king  of  Portugal,    was    befieging 
Lifbon,    which    was   ftiU    poflefled    b;^   the 
Moors.     He  was  much  ftartled  at  firfr,  upon 
feeing   this    fleet,    which  he  fuppoied   came 
from  Africa,  or  from  fome  of  the  Mahomc* ; 
tan    princes  in  Spain,    to    the  relief  of  thdj 
town:  but,  when  he  found  who  they  werel  J 
his  fears  Were   changed  itito  joy ;    he  wenij 
himfelf  to  receive    them,   and,    with   manjil 
careflfes,  befought  them  to  aflift  *him  in  con^ 
quering  frorn  the  Infidels  fo  important  a  pUce 
which  would  be  as  meritorious  a  fervice  t( 
I  Chriftea^ 
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Chrifteodom,  and  entitle  them  as  much  toBOOKji 
all  the  indulgences  granted  by  Rome,  as  nia-  ^ 

.king  war  againft  the  Saracens  pr  Turks  of 
the  Eaft.  They  agreed  to  his  reafoning,  and, 
having  joined  thpir  forces  to  his,  took  the 
city,  after  a  lo.i>g  and  brave  defence.  Thus 
wa3  this  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
conquered  from  the  Moors,  in  thp  year  ele- 
ven hundred  and  forty-feven,  chiefly  by  the 
aid  Qf  the  Engljih  and  Normans.  Alphonfo, 
aiiifted  by  the  fame  valiant  allies,  made  bin)-* 
felf  mafter,  loon  afterwards,  of  other  diftrids 
belonging  to  the  Moors  in  thofe  parts  5  which 

.fuccelTes  confirmed  to  that  illuftrious  founder 
of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy  the  tjirOne  he 
had  been  raifed  to  about  ten  years  before. 

But,  while  fome  of  the  Engliffi  were  thus 
maintaining  the  fame  of  the  nation  in  foreign 
lands,  England  was  miferably  torn  and  dif- 
trad:ed  with  all  the  rage  of  civil  war,.fuffer- 
ing  ftill  more  by  that  inward  calamity,  than 
the  Empire  or  France  by  the  crufadc.  A  con-  Vid,  Hlft. 
temporary  writer  fays,  that  more  than  a  fbirJ^l^^^^l^* 
qf  its  inhabitants  perijbed.  Even  thofe  Eng- 
iilh  who  died  in  Afia,  fighting  for  a  cauie 
.  they  fuppoied  tp  be  holy,  were  not  lb  unhap- 
py as  thofe  who  remained  fpedators  or  in- 
ftrumeixts  of  the  ruin  of  their  country,  con- 
tending rather  for  the  choice  of  a  tyrant,  or 

.  the  fupieriority  of  one  fafkion  over  another, 
than  for  any  falntary  change  in  the  govern-  ^ 

ment« 


4C  3  Tho 
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BOOK  I.  The  joy  that  Matilda  felt,  from  the  vio 
'  tory  won  by  the  earl  of  Gloccfter  at  Wilton, 

was  quickly  damped  by  the  news  (he  heard  . 

of  the  unfortunate  death  of  Milo  earl  of  Here- 
Geft,  Stcph.  ford.  After  having  cfcaped  the  grcateft  dan- 
063!^'^^^'  gcrs  of  war,  which  no  man  ever  braved  with 
Gcrv.  Chron.  more  intrepidity,  he  was  accidentally  fhot 
fubann.i  143' through  the  heart  by  an  arrow,  which  one 

of  his  own  knights,  whom  he  took  out  to 

hunt  in  company  with  him,  aimed  at  a  flag 

that  pafled  between  them. 

It  feems  as  if  Providence,  by  balancing 
thus  the  fuccefs  of  Matilda  with  this  uneji- 
pelted  misfortune  to  her  party,  of  which 
that  gentleman  had  been  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
fupports,  meant  to  prolong  the  puniftihnenf 
of  the  nation,  which,  by  an  univerfal  cor- 
ruption, had  dra,wn  on  itfelf  the  fcourge  of 
this  civil  war.  The  complicated  guilt  of 
perjury,  fadion,  and  (hamelefs  yenality,  lay 
heavy  upon  it,  and  was  naturally  and  juftly 
followed  by  a  general  ruin.  Befides  all  the 
mifchiefs  defcribed  before,  a  terrible  .famine 
(Scft.  Steph.  now  raged  in  moft  parts  of  England  ;  the  wairj^ 
Reg.  p.  9  I.  ^^^j  ^j^jg  many  vexaitions  that  the  people  en- 
dured, having  occafioned,  for  fome  years  paft, 
z  failure  of  tillage.  The  flefli  of  horfes 
and  dogs,  with  other  Unuiuat  and  loathfome 
food,  which  they  werd  tadght  to  ufe  by  dire 
fteceffity,  became  the  chief  fupport  of  the 
poor;  infinite  numbers  of  them  dying  of 
^        hunger,    or  of  epidemical   diftempers,   pro- 

;    '  duce4 
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educed  by  bad  nourifliment.     For  though  uiBOOK  h 
this   year^    dev,en    hundred  and  forty-three,         '^"^ 
ftbe  fi^on  was  favourable,  and  wherever  the 
Janda  liad  been  tilled  the  crop  was  good,  it 
iwas  in  many  places  left  {landing,    and   iiif- 
fered  to  xot  wi  the  ground,  for  ^;t^ant  of  hands 
to  cut  it  down ;  becaufe  moft  of  the  h:uiband- 
anen  had  fled  with  their  families  out  of  the 
jealm ;    and  others,    having   been    forced  to 
quit  their  dwellings,  had  built  wretched  huts, 
in  church -y^rds,  or  round  the  wall?  of  the 
churches,  hoping  to  find  a  fan<Stuary  there 
agaioil  the  opprjeffions  and   cruelties  of  the 
foldiery,  and  not  daring  to  depart  from  thencie 
to  their  labour :  fo  that  they  not  only  fuffered 
-jthe   prefent    famine,   but  continued  that  pa^ 
Jamity  to  the  following  year,.     Thefe  mife- ceft.  St«ph. 
ries  were,    indeed,    more  grievoufly   felt    iiiReg.p.  963^ 
thofe  parts  of  England,  which  Hill  remained 
-Tjinder   the    dominion   of   Stpph@n^    or    were 
the  theatre  of  the  war  between  the  two  parr 
ties.     For,  after  the  yiftory  gained  at  Wilton, 
the  earl  of  Giocefter  took  care  that  the  coun*- 
Jties,  iu  which  his  fifter's  authority  was  quietly 
fettled,  fliould  not  be  h^rraffed  by  dilorders 
from  his  own  troops,  or  any  unijeceflary  ex- 
t^aipns.     But  of  this  advantage  the  fuddei> 
jphangp  pf  affairs,  which  happened  not  long 
afterVvardsy   deprived  them  again,  and  mada 
them-  a§  miferabie  as  the  reft  of  the  kingdonj. 
The  young  prince,  by  whom  Providence  de* 
%ned  to  deliver  theui  from  all  thefe  evils, 
vas  «ot  yet  mature  for  fu?b  »  work;  an(l 
K.  4  P^i*  ' 
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BOOK  I.  neither    Stephen,    nor   Matilda,   was    fit    to 
^"•""^"^^^  perform  it.     Perhaps  no  civil  war  was  ever 
carried  on,  for  fo  long  a  time,  with  fo  little 
^fFedlion,  or  efteem,  in  either  of  the  parties, 
for  the  fovcreign  whom  they  fought  for,  or 
with  fo  much  indifference  to  the  good  of  the 
publick.     It  had   been,   for  feveral  years,   a 
'    mere    conflift  of  fadions,    kept  vip  by   the 
hatred  that  they  bore  to  each  other,  •  by  the 
pride  of  not  acknowledging  themfelves  over- 
icome,  or  by  the  fear  of  fubmitting  to  thofe 
^vhom  they  had  injured.     And  thus  it  conti- 
nued, till  Henry  Plantagenet  appeared  ofi  the 
fcene,  and  till  the  fpirit  of   party,    fatigue4 
at  length,  and  exhaufted  by  the  yioknce  of 
its  own  fury,  began  to  fqbfide,  and  yield  tq 
a  general   defire  of  tranquillity,    under    the 
authority  of  a  king,  who  knew  how  to  mak^ 
himfelf  both  feared  and  beloved. 

After  the  difgrace  that  the  arms  of  St^r 

phen  had  fufFered  at  Wilton,  he  kept  hini- 

felf  entirely  upon  the  defenfive  :    but,  during 

the  fpring  of  the  year   eleven  hundred  and 

^R.  "44-  forty-four,  he  either  found,  or  made  by  ja 

groundlefs    fufpicion,  a  new    and  dangerous 

enemy  in  one  of  his  greateft  and  moft  intir 

Ncubrigentis,  i^^fe    frienfjs,    GeotFry    de    Magnavilla,    tq 

Ge'rv^aVeVet    whom.  With  other  grapts,  he  had  given  the 

huntiDgclon,  earldona  of  ^flex.     This  nobleman  had  been 

Sr^Siept!"  always  attached  to  his  fervice  ;  and  no  other 

keg.' p.  963,  was  more  capable  of  ferving  him  well :  fof 

9^4'  he  had  a  moft  intrepid  courage,  and  an  un- 

,    derftandipg   which  condiidpd  that  .courage 
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with  pilidence ;  great  flcill  ia  die  art  of  war, BOOK  ** 
und  no  jefs  iagacity  in  matters  of  ftate.  His^'"  ^  ^ 
morals  were  perfedly  fuita4)le  to  the  timfs. 
He  regarded  the  king  more  tbao  the  publick^ 
and  his  own  intereA  more  than  the  king ;  was 
utterly  vtad  of  religioo,  and  had  a  heart 
fieeled  by  nature  againft  at)y  tender  cheeks  of 
humanity.  Thus  qualified  to  advance  him- 
felf  in  civil  commotions,  he  gained  the  higheil: 
rank  in  the  army  of  Stetphen,  and  a  principal 
ihare  of  the  government  t  acting  as  his  lieu^ 
tecrant  over  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  wherein 
the  power  of  that  prince  was  acknowledged. 
The  fuperiority  of  his  genius  gave  him  fuch 
l»  afcendanty  that  his  commands,  in  moft 
-jdaces^  were  better  obeyed  than  his  mafter*?* 
But  fome-unkindnefs  had  arifen  between  him 
»nd  the  queen,  occafioned  by  his  detaining 
the  princefs  Conftantia,  efpoufed  to  Euftace, 
\n  the  Tdwer  of  l/judon,  of  which  he  was 

fovernor,  when  (he  was  defirous  to  remove 
er  from  thence:  which  he  did,  either  to 
Jceep  fo  in)portant  a  charge  in  his  own  hands, 
or  from  an  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  jufti- 
j&ed  in  letting  her  depart  from  that  place, 
where  the  king  had  been  pleafed  to  lodge  her 
.lender  hi%  rare,  without  having  an  exprefs 
pommand  from  himfelf.  Tliis  feems  the  moft 
probable;  becaufe,  upon  receiving  an  order 
from  him^  ^hergave  her  up.  And  though,  in 
jthe  dcfpenate  flate  of  Stephen's  affairs  after 
the  battle  of  Lincoln,  he,  with  all  the  other 
^emen  who  ferve^   that   prince,  except 

William 
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BOOK  L  William  of  Ipres,     fubmitted    to    Matflda, 
^     •         and  not  only   was  confirmed  by  her  in  his 
earldom,  but  te<:tived  additional  favours  (as 
appears  by  two  charters  granted  to  him  that 
year);    yet  he  foon  lett  her,  and  returned  to 
the   party  of  the    king,    who  continued  to 
employ  him  in  pofts  of  the  higheft  traft  for 
more  than  three  years.    Nevertheleis,  he  now 
gave  ear  to  fome  of  his  favourites,  who  en- 
vied this  great  earl,  and  fuggefted  fufpicions, 
as  if,  befide^  his  having  arrogantly  vfurpcd  to 
himfelf  too  large  a  fliare  of  fovereign  power, 
to  the  apparent  dilhonour   of  the   king,   he 
meant  to  beti^ay  him  to  the  emprefs.     It  does 
not  appear,  that  there  was  any  evidence  of 
iuch  an  intention  in  him,  except  popular  ru- 
mours, and  the  remembrance  of  the  difpute 
between  him  jind  the  queen,  which  was  re- 
vived at  this  tioie,  ajid  helped  to  exafperate 
his  mafter  againfl:  him.     While  he  attended 
the  court  of  that  prince  at  St.  Albans,  in  a 
'parliamentary  council,   he  was,  without  legal 
procefs,   upc^n   a  general    charge  of  trealbn 
brought  againft  him  by  fome  of  the  barons, 
,    thrown  into  prifon,  and   threatened   with  aii 
ignopiiuious  death  on  a  gibbet,  if  he  did  not 
give  up  to  the  king  the  Tower  of  London, 
iand  his  caflles  of  Walden  and  PJefliy  in  Ef- 
fex.*    He   could  hardly  be  induced,    by  the 
terrors  of  death,    to  fifbmit   to  thefe  condi- 
tions, impofed  upon  him  fo  roughly,  and  with, 
fo  much  difhonour  ;  but,  being  overcome  by 
the  perfuafiops  of  fome  of  his  friends,  bo 
•     ^  j^ieldpcj 
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yielded  at  laft,  and  was  releafed  :  after  which  BOOK  L 
he  very  foon  declared  for  Matilda,  as  Stephen  vid.  iaOa^ 
had  certainly  great  caufe  to  expcGt.     The  car^tvcutfapci. 
bal  of  his  enemies  iu  the  court  of  that  king^ 
who,  by  driving  him  out  of  it,  had  ierved 
their  own  purpofes,  faw  this  with  pleafure ; 
tut  the  party  in  general  was  greatly  alarmed 
at  it,  expeding  much  mifchief  from  a  man 
pf  his  abilities,  fo  highly  provoked,  and  theti 
fet  at   liberty  to   purfue    his   revenge.     His 
aftioos  juftificd  thefe    appreh^nfioils.      For, 
bcfides   his    own   vaffals,   he   now  gathered 
about  him,  from  all  parts  of  England,  a  band 
of  robbers  and  outlaws,  who  were  then  very 
jiumerogs,  both  from  the  licentioufnefs  and 
the   raifery  of  the  times ;    and,  having  thus 
formed  a '  copfiderable  army,   he  maintained 
it  by  pillaging  religiou3  boufes  and  churches, 
pnd  by  all  other  ads  of  violence,  rapine,  and 
pruelty,  that  men  lb  hardened  in  jvickejdnefs 
could  commit.     The  town  of  Cambridge  was 
facked  by  them,    and    the   country  about  it 
laid  wafte,    before  Stephen  could  come  wp 
with   forces  fufficient  to  make  head  againft 
them.     At  his  approach,  the  earl  of  Effex 
retired  from  Cambridge  to  the  neighbouring 
fens ;  whither  the  king  durft  not  purfue  him, 
but   contented  himfelf  with  pnly    building 
fome  caftles,  in  order  to  check  his  incurfions; 
Sand  then  returned.     While  he  was  employed 
m  other  part^,   the  earl  made  a  furious  at- 
tack on  thofe  caftles ;   Hugh  Bigot,  earl  pf 
iP^orfolk,    confederating    vy^i(h    him  in  that 

^ttempt^ 
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BOOK  I.  attempts  Itfeems  very  furprifing,  that  this 
lord,  by  whole  tcftimony,  falfely  and  cor- 
ruptly given^  Stephen  had  been  aflifled  to 
gain  the  crown,  and  who  had  therefbre  rea- 
ibn  to  think  himfelf  irreconcileably  ill  with 
Matilda,  ihouid  take  a  part  fo  repugnant  to 
lall  his  former  conduft.  I  find  no  caufe  af- 
figned  for  it  in  any  hiftorian  :  but  thofe  times 
were  much  accuftomed  to  levities  of  this 
kind;  the  barons  changing  fides,  upon  the 
ieaft  difcontent,  without  any  fenfe  of  ihame ; 
and  the  very  idea  of  loyalty  feeming  to  be 
.  effaced  from  moft  of  their  minds.  It  appears, 
indeed,  that  Hugh  Bigot  intended  rather  to 
a6t  againft  Stephen  than  for  Matilda ;  keeping 
himleif  in  a  ft  ate  of  independence,  within 
the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  where 
his  chief  power  lay.  Perhaps  the  earl  of 
Eff<5X  might  have  the  fame  views ;  for,  •  as 
that  nobleman  neither  went  to  the  court  of 
Matilda,  nor  received  from  her  any  new  con- 
firmation of  the  grants  which  flie  had  made 
XJb  him  before,  and  which  he  had  forfeited 
by  returnitig  to  Stephen,  it  looks  as  if  he 
had-  never  uegociated  with  her  after  that 
time,  and  as  if,  even  now,  {he  was  not  cor-^ 
di^lly  reconciled  to  him,  but  <liftrufted  and 
defired  to  keep  him  at  a  diftance.  In  that 
cafe  he  would  naturally  fall-^in  with  the  plan 
'  purfued  ]>y  Hugh  Bigot ;  and,  when  joined 
^together,  jthey  might  hope  to  form  a  third 
party ^  which  ^ould  become  ftrong  enough 
to  overpower,  both  the  others,  or  at  Ieaft  to 

turn 
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turn  the  fcale  in  favour  of  that  tb  which  itBOOK  I. 

finally  (hould    incline.    Several    reafons  in-' ^''"-^ 

duce   roe   to  believe,   that  this   projeft  was 
concerted  between  the  two  earls  ;    but  it  WaS 
defeated  before  it  came  to  maturity  by  one 
of  thofe    accidents  which  blaft  at  once  the 
fisireft  hopes,  and  overturn  the  beft-laid  de- 
figns  of  ambition.     While  the  earl  of  Eflex 
was  befieging  one  of  the  caftles  near  Cam- 
bridge, which  Stephen  had  erefted,  and  after 
he  had   made    a  fuccefsful    attack,    which 
brought  him  very  nigh  to  the  foot  of  the 
rampart,  the  weather  being  hot,  and  think- 
ing himfelf  fecure  from  any  danger  (as  he 
was  in  the  midft  of  his  own  troops,  and  the 
enemy  was  retired  within  the  cafile-^Valls)^ 
he  took  off  his  helmet,  to  breathe  with  more 
liberty.     But   he   was  obferved   by   a   foot- 
foldier  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  who,  (hoot- 
ing  an  arrow,  from  a  loop-hole  of  the  caftle^ 
againft  his  bare  head,  gave  him  a  wounds 
that  did  not  pierce^  but  razed  the  lkull-bone» 
He  thought  lightly  of  it,  and    continued  to 
attend  the  t)perations  of  the   fiege,  till,  by 
his  negleft,  it  proved  mortal.     The  manner 
of  his  death  gave  the  clergy  occafion  to  im^ 
pute  it  to  an  extraordinary  judgement  of  God ; 
becaufe   he  had   bieen    excommunicated    on 
atcount  of  the  facrileges  which   he  and  his 
troops  had  committed.     They  availed  them*- 
'  feives    alfo   of  fome    other    like    accidents, 
which  happened  to  other  barons,   who,   for 
the   lame   offences,   had   incurred  the  fam* 

cenfures. 


\ 
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BOOK  y.  cenfures.    Indeed   they  greatly  wanted  tlid 
help  of  fuch  terrors,  to  prcferve  theni  from 
the  rapine  and  outrages  of  the  foldicry  ;   for* 
the  retraining  of  which,  a  decree  had  lately 
B.Huntrngd.been  made,  in  a  legatine  fynod,  which  the 
fcbattnai44-bifliop  of  Winchefter  held  at  London  in  the 
prefence  of  Stephen,  that  whofoever  (hould 
do  any  violence  to  an  ecclefiaftic,  (hould  not 
be  abfolved    but  by  the  pope  himfelf,    and 
not  even  by  him,   unlefs  it  were  in  his  pre* 
Jence ;   that  is,  all  fuch  offenders  were  forced 
to  go  to  Kome  for  a  pardon.     Thus   did  the 
clergy  endeavour  to  defend  their  perfons  and 
goods,  by  fpiritual  arms,  and  by  the  influ-^ 
cnce    of   popular    fuperftitions,    againft    the 
danger  of  the  times,  when  all  other  means 
had   proved  inefFeftual.     And  we   are   told,- 
GelT^Stcph.  that  it  was  of  ufe  to  them.     But  a  contem-* 
»eg.p,«^62.  pQrary    writer  fays,  that   greater   barbarities 
were   committed,    by   fome    of  the  biihops 
themfelves,    in  oppreffing   their   neighbours^ 
and  forcibly  taking  from  them  their  money 
and  efFefts,  than  by  any  of  thofe  whom  they' 
threatened  with  divine  vengeance.     Moft  of 
them,  according  to  the  account  of  that  au- 
thor,  but  more  particularly  the  bifliops  of 
Winchefter,  Lincoln,  and  Chefter,  were  fre- 
quently   feen   in   arms,    like    the    temporal 
barons,  going  out  upon  parties  with  an  extra^ 
ordinary  oftentation  of  military  pomp,  ma- 
roding   and  pillaging  the  country  all  round 
their  epifcopal  callles,   and  even  taking  for 
themfelves  a  (hare  of  the  plunder^    If  any 

perfoa 
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perfon  of  condition  fell  into  their  hands^^OOK  L 
ihcy  immediately  threw  him  into  a  dungeon, ^  *  ' 
and,  by  the  moft  horrible  torments,  extorted 
from  him  an  immoderate  ranfom.  It  is  no 
wonder,  that,  from  beholding  fuch  examples 
in  their  paftors,  the  people  (hould  fuppofe, 
that  religion  and  morality  had  little  or  no 
connexion  the  one  with  the  other,  and  that 
fuch  an  opinion  (hould  produce  an  univerfal 
depravity. 

The  military  operations  of  the  year  eleven  A.  D.  1146^ 
hundred  and  forty-five,  after  the  death  of  theG^ft.  Stcph. 
earl  of  Eflex,  produced  no  events    conCidcr^^^^o-^^ 9^7- 
able  enough  to  be  particularly   dwelt  upon Hundagckw, 
here  :   but  in  the  following  fpring  there  hap-  ^  v"-  ^"^ 
pened   an   a<9;ion  of  very  great   importance,  N«ibri^nfi^ 
The  earl  of  Glocefter    had   built   aftrongfubcoiamu 
caftle  at  Faringdon,  to  check  the  excuriions 
of  the  enemy's  horfemen    from   the  city  of 
Oxford,  and  left  a  garriibn  there,  which  was 
able  to  reftrain,  not  only  that  of  Oxford,  but 
all  the  other  which  belonged  to  feveral  caftles, 
held  for  the  king  in  thofe  parts,  and  firait* 
ened  them   in  fuch  a  manner,   as  to  make 
them    apprehenfivc   of  wanting  fubfiflence; 
for  moO:  of  them  were  nourifhed  by  the  plun« 
dcr  of  the  country,  and  many  had  no  other 
pay«     This  Stephen  found  of  Co  much  pre« 
judice  Co  hiniA  that  he  came^  ivith  all  the 
f  eft  of  his  forces,  to  beficge  this  trouble* 
I  (me  fort*     But,   ie&  the  carl  of  Gloceiier 
i  uHild   attem|)t  to  rdleve  it^  he  threw  up 
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BOOK  L  lines,  to  fecure  his  army;  and  then,  making 
"*^  ufe  of  all  the  battering  engines  that  were 
known  to  the  military  art  of  thofe  times,  he 
carried  on  his  atttacks  with  great  alacrity  and 
good-condud.  The  garrifon  made  a  brave 
defence,  and  much  blood  was  fhed  on  both 
fides ;  but,  at  length,  the  governor  and  the 
principal  oflScers,  apprehending  that  they 
might  be  fevercly  treated  by  Stephen,  if  the 
place  (hould  in  the  end  be  taken  by  ftormy 
refolved  to  capitulate ;  and,  without  the  con- 
fent  or  knowledge  of  the  foldiers,  who  were 
defirous  to  hold  out  much  longer,  opened 
the  gates,  and  yielded  themfelvcs,  with  their 
whole  garrifon,  prifoners -of  war,  upon  no  bet* 
ter  condition;  than  that  the  knights,  ot  men 
at  arms,  fhould  be  fet  free,  upon  paying  their 
ranfom. 

During  the  fiege,  the  earl  of  Gfoceftcr  had 
advanced  to  obferve  the  king's  entrench* 
ments,  with  fuch  a  body  of  troops  as  he 
could  colled ;  but,  finding  them  very  ftrong^ 
he  durft  not  attack  them  without  a  greater 
army ;  and,  while  he  was  drawing  his  friends 
together,  which,  from  his  confidence  in  the 
valour  of  the  garrifon,  he  thought  he  had 
time  to  do,  the  place  was  furrendered.  This 
was  the  word  diigrace  that  had  ever  befallen 
him  ;  for,  though  his  troops  had  been  beaten ^ 
his  officers  never  before  had  ihewn  any  baie- 
nefs ;  and  thefe  were  fome  in  whom  he  had 
placed  a  fpecial  truft.  The  reputation  of  the 
kin^  was  £b  increaied,  and  his  affairs  were 
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i5  mended,  by  the  fucceJs  of  bis  arms  in  this  BOO  Ki. 
attempt,  that  Matilda's   adherents   began   to' 
'  think  her   party   tould  not  poflibly    fupport 
itfelf  long ;  which  opinion  alone  was  fuffi- , 
cient  to  undo  her.     A  great  defertion  from 
her   ixSimediately   followed.     Even    fome   of 
thofe  frtends,  upon    whofe  zeal  and  attach- 
ment (he  believed  that  (he  had  reafon  to  depend 
ffioft  (ecurcly,  forfook  her  now.     The  carl 
of  Chefter  himfelf,  her  brother's  fon-in-law, 
on    whom   (he  had   conferred    extraordinary 
obligations,     and    whofe    animofity    againft 
Stephen  had  been  of  late  more  furious  than  Oeft.  Stcph. 
ever,  came  to  that-  prince  as  a  fuppiiant ;  and,  ^p-  P-  9^4* 
expre(ling  great  forrow  for  what  he  had  done  auntmgd! « 
to  offend  him,  obtained  his  pardon,  Ncu»iri.car. 

This  was  a  mighty  advantage  to^he  king;  jf^^?*'*^^' 
for  one  third  of  the  kingdom  was  aftually  in 
the  power  of  that  great  earl,  and  fome  of  his 
cftates  were  fo  fituated,  that  they  broke  and 
divided  all  which  remained  to  Matilda.  Ta 
prove  his  (incerity,  and  merit  the  favour  of 
the  (bvereign  he  returned  to,  he  attended  on 
him  in  peribn,  with  three  hundred  knights^. 
the  flower  of  his  vaflals,  at  the  (iege  of  the 
town  of  Bedford ;  greatly  affiited  hini  hi 
taking  that  place,  which  had  held  out  againft 
him  from  the  beginning  of  the  war ;  and  did 
him  other  good  fervices,  fuch  as  would  have 
gained  his  affeftion  and  confidence,  if  affec* 
tion  and  confidence  could  be  given  to  one, 
who,  unprovoked  by  any  injury,  changes  hisi 
party  upon  a  decline  of  its  fortune.  Sc^ 
Vol.  II.  L  duced 
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I.  duccd  by   his   example,   and  by  the  general 
'opinion  of  the    luperiority    which  the  king 
h<id  now    gained,    even  the  youiirger  fon  of 
the  e&ri  of  Glocefter  went  off  from  the  eni-  \ 
prefs,  and,  having  obtained  good  terms  from 
Stephen,  who  paid  him  in  proportion  to  the 
enormity  of  his  treaibn,  made  war  tipon  h^ . 
as  (hardly  as  the  worft  of  her  enemies.     He 
did  not  even  refpedJ;  his  father's  lands;  but 
ravaged  and  laid  them  wafte  in  a  moft  bar- 
barous manlier,  a^  if.he:dcfiredtQ  diftinguilh 
his  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  new  jaaaftcr  by 
a  fury  approaching  to  parricide  ;  a  Hxocking . 
inftance,  how  far,  in  thofe  execrable  tiroes, 
ambition  and  intereft  prevailed  over  all  the 
ties  of  duty  and  nature!  It  happened  footi, 
afterwards,  that  JReginald  earl  of  Gorawall, 
his    father's  half-brother,  was  iextt   plenipo-^. 
tentiary  from  Matilda  to  Stephen,  in  order 
vid.  auaorcs^  treat  of  a  peace  between  them ;  and,  as  he 

cuat.  lit  iupra.  i  •       •  •  i  •  i-      i     • 

was  on  his  journey,  this  young  Ibnd  inter-. > 
cepted  and  took  him  prifoner,  with  all  his 
attendants.  Stephen,  who  had  given  a.fafe 
cohdudl  to  the  earl,  was  much  offended,  and 
inftantly  commanded  him  to  be  reieafed : 
but  it  was  not  without  difficulty^  and  after 
many  repeated  orders,  that  he  'was  obeyed. 
As  for  tlip  treaty,  it  fpon  broke  off,  without 
foccefs ;  Matilda  demanding  the  kingdom 
from  Stephen,  and  he  refuiing  to  refign  the 
leaft  part  of  it  to  her  on  ariy^  tcrnis.  Hec 
demand  \vas  indeed  extravagant  in  her  ^ pre-* 
fcnt  fituation^     For  the  death  of  the  earl  of 

Hereford, 
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Hwfard,  the  fhamefiil  furrender  of  Faritlg- ^<^0 K  I. 
don  caftle,  the  lofs  of  Bedford,    and,  above 
all,  the  defedion  of  the  earl  of  Chefter,  fuc- 
ceeded    by  that   of   th^   earl   of  Qlocefter"s 
own  fbn,   had  greatly  weakened   h,er  party. 
It   feemed   on  all  fides  to  be  breaking  and 
falling  to  ruin.     The  earl  of  Glocefter  alone 
remain^  immoveably  fixed  on  the  firm   bafis 
of  virtue,  amidft  the  (hocks  of  this  revolu- 
tion.    The  more  ftrongly   Stephen's  power 
and  fortune  prevailed,  the  more  courageoufly 
did  his  great  fpirit  oppofe  itfelf  to  them,  and 
endeavour  to  fupply,  by  its  own  fingle  force, 
all  that  the  levity  and  perfidy,  of  his  friends, 
or  the  difaftrous   events  of  war,  had  ta^ea 
from   Matilda.     As    no   intercfted    complai- 
fance  covjild   ever   induce  him  to  flatter  her 
paffions,  fo  neither  could  any  profpeft  of  ad- 
vantage entice,  nor  any  refcntment  provoke 
hirn,  to  aibandon  her  fervice.     He  faw  her 
difregard  and  rejeft  his   good   counfels;    he 
faw  t}Gr  deftroy,  by  her  infolence  and  per- 
verfeniSfs,  «the  advantages  he  had  gained  for 
her,  apd  the  wife  fchemes  he  had  formed  to 
eftablilh    her    power ;    yet  he  continued    to 
fupport  her,  correcting  by  his  prudence  the 
efFefts  of  her    folly,    and   oppofing    by    his 
courage  the  dangers  (he  brought  upon  herfelf 
and  her  friends.     But,  with  all  his  abilities, 
he  could  nqt  reftore  to  her  the  affeftion  of  the , 
public ;  and  that  being  gone,  there  remained 
11 )  principle  in  the  party  of  force  fufficient 
h   keep  them  long  together  againft  the  im- 
L  z  pulfc 
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BOOK  L  xvas   neither    fufficient  to  govern   her  parly^ 
"^""""""^  nor  to  refift  that  of  Stephen.      There  wa^ 
nothing  but  confufion,   diftruft,   and  difmay, 
in  her  court,  and  in  her  council.     Her  army 
wanted  a  general,  and  (he  could  find  none  of 
abilities  equal  to  the  command  of  it,  or  whole 
authority  the  other  barons    w'efe  willing  to 
fubmit  to.     If  the  earl  of  Anjou^  her  huf- 
band,  had  thought  it  advifcable  to  come  into 
England,   with  a  ftrong  army  of  Angevitife 
and  of  Normans,  and  boldly  put  himfeif  at 
the  head  of  her  party,  he  might,  perhaps, 
have  given  a  new  fpirit   to  it.      This,   one 
would   think,   he  ftiould  have  done,  at  fuch 
a  jun£lure  of  time,  if  nbt  for  her  fake,  yet 
out   of  regard  to  his   fon,  whofe   fucceffion 
might  be.  defeated  by  her  expulfion.     He  had 
lately  fupprefied  a  revolt  in  Anjou,  and  Was 
Gerv.Chion.  entirely  mafter  of  Normandy  :  but  either  he 
fubaan.ii46.|3gljgygj  ^^^^  ^^g  tranquillity  of  thdfe  coun- 
tries was  yet  too  unfettled,  to    permit  him 
to  withdraw    his    forces    from    thence,    an<J 
tranfport  them  to  England ;  or  he  was  flop- 
ped by  the  difficulty  of  deciding  what  rank 
he  fhould  hold  in  this   kingdom.      Matilda 
therefore  had  no  refource,   which  could  fup-^ 
ply  the  lofs  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter.    Courage 
and  relentment  flill  combated  in   her  heart 
with  defpair  :  nor  was  it  without  thef  greatest 
and  moft    painful   reluctance,   that  fbc  gave 
way   to  the  neceffity  of  leaving  a  country, 
over   which    {he   had    fo   long    expeft^d    to 
reign.     But,  in  lefs  than  four  months  aftfer 

the 
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the  death  of  her  brother, .  feeing  no  poffibility  BOOK  i. 

of  fupporting  her  party^  and  fearing  to  fall'     ^^^—^ 

into  the  hands  of  her  enemy,  (he  was  con- 

ftrained   to    abandon    England,  ,and  go  into 

Normandy,   to   live   \vith   a  hufband  whom 

fte  never  had  loved,  and  who  did  not  love 

her,  but  was  generous  or  prudent  enough  tp 

receive  her  with  kindnefs,  in  this  decline  of 

her  fortune,    when   her  pride  was  humbled 

by  her  focrow.     Neverthelefs  he  retaiued  to 

himfelf  the  dominion  of  that  dutchy,  as  he 

had  held  it  in  her  abfence  ;  that  is,  without 

any  dependence  upon  her.    Infteadpf  fubmit- 

ting  to  this,  (be  would  perhaps  have  ftaid  in 

England,  a»d  buried  herfelf  under  the  ruins 

of  her  own  greatnefs,  if  the  anguifh  of  her 

mind  had  not  been  (botlied  by  the  hope,  that 

Prince   Henry,    her    fon,    might,    when    he 

(hould  attain  to  an  age  of  maturity,  be  able 

to  revenge  her  on  .Stephen,  and  recover  the 

crown  which  (he  had  loft.     Her  whole  care 

was  therefore  employed  upon  his  education* 

She  laboured  to  infpire  him  with  thoughts 

as  high  as  her  own;  to  give  him  an  ardour 

for  glory,  an  ambition  for  empire,  and  a  fpirit 

of  cottqueft.     His  genius  was  very   fuitable 

to  fuch  inftru6cions;    but  the   fire  he  drew 

feom  her   was    happily   tempered   with   the 

leirons  of  prudence  and  humanity,  which  he 

had  been  taught   in  England  by   his  uncle, 

and  which  his  father,  a  prince  of  great  dif- 

-crction  aad  judgeraqnt,  continued   to  fix  in 

im  mind. 

L  4  The        , 
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BOOK  I.  The  death  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter,  and 
the  retreat  of  Matilda,  would  have  given 
Stephen  a  quiet  pofl'effion  of  England,  at 
Geft.Steph.  j^aft  till  Henry  could  have  been  capable  of 
970]  97 h  difputing  it  with  him,  if  he  had  kept  the 
earl  of  Ghcfter  his  friend.  But  he  loft  him, 
as  he ,  before  had  loft  the  earl  of  Eflex,  by- 
jealous  fufpicions,  and  violent  proceedings 
in  confequence  of  thofe  fufpicions. 

It  has  already  been  told,  with  how  much 
ardour  and  forwardnefs  this  lord  had  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  in  his  fervlce  after  their  re- 
conciliation ;  and  this  year  he  gave  him  a 
hevv  teftimony  of  his  zeal,  by  affifting  him 
in  an  operation  of  very  great  moment,  the 
building  of  a  fort,  to  block  up  the  caftle  of 
Wallingford,  which  did  him  more  hurt  than 
any  other  yet  remaining  in  the  hands  of  his 
eueniies.  That  work  being  accompliihed, 
^  great  council  was  held  by  Stephen  In  the 
town  of  Northampton.  The  meeting  was 
much  fuller  than  any  had  beeh.  for  foriie 
years ;  ^nd,  the  power  of  the  crown  appear- 
ing to  be  now  m  a  good  meafure  ^  recovered, 
the  earl  of  Chefter  very  properly  took  this 
opportunity  to  make  his  complaints,  that 
his  county  had  fufFercd  grievoufly  by  the 
incurfions  and  ravages  of  the  Welfti  on  the 
borders;  againft  whonti  he  entreated  the 
affiftance  of  the  crown,  and  ftrongly  prefled 
the  king  to  go  thither  in  perfon,  as^  the-  mbft 
^fFedual  meafure  to  ftrike  a  terror  intp  that' 
'  '    \  '  '    people. 


OF  KING   HENRY   H*:  t^ 

|>eople.     In  order  to  remove  the  obje6Hons,BOOK]^ 
which  he  feared  wouW  be  made,  on  account*      •       - 
of  the  charge  that  fuch  an  expedition  would 
bring   upon   the   king,    whofe    coffers   were 
empty,  he  declared,  that  he  himfeif  would 
pay  all  the  forces,  and  furaifh  them  ;with  all 
neceffaries  at  his  own  coft.     Stephen  at  firft 
iiKlined .  to  grant  this  requeft  ;  and  undoubt- 
edly his  own  honour  was  much  .concerned,,  to 
ftop  thefe  incurfions  made  by  the  Welfti  into 
the    provinces    belonging  to   England,   and 
confine  them  to  their  own  limits.     He  had 
.been  forced,  for  m^iy  years,  during  the  heat 
of  the  civil  war,  to  negleft   the  defence  of 
his  Englifli  fubjedls  in  Wales  and  the  bor- 
dering   counties ;    and   had   fufFered   greatly 
frooi   thofe  Wclfli,  whom  the  earl  of  Glo- 
cefterhad  led  even  into  the  heart  of  his  king-  ^ 
dom.     But   now,   when   his    other  enemies 
were  almoft  fubdued,  it  highly  became  him 
to  think  of  repreffing  thole  infults,  and  en- 
deavour to  recover  his  pwn  reputation,  which 
was  funk  by  fuch  a  long  and  tame  acquief- 
cencie.     He   therefore    promifed   the  earl   of 
Chciter  to  march  to  his    aid  ;    and  nothing 
was  laid  againft  it  in  the  great  council ;    but 
in  private  all  his  favourites   oppofed  that  in- 
tention, reprefenting  to  him  the   danger  of 
engaging  his  troops,  and  rifquing  his  perfon, 
in  the  woods. and  mountains  of  Wales,  where 
he  would  pertainly  be  attacked  by  ajnbufces 
Jaid  for  him  in  every  pafs ;    befides  the  great 
difficvilty  of  findiwg  provifions  for  hi§  army, 
;■'  '"■'■^  '    '"  -   '  j|nd, 
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BOOK  r.  iind,  what  they  fupppfed  ftill  more  hazardous, 
the  mdifcretion  af  putting  himielf  in  the 
power  of  a  man,  who  had  fo  4ong  rebelled 
aga'fnft  him,  and  whofe  fidelity  now  feemed 
very  doubtful,  a^  he  had  not^iy«i  any  hot 
tages,  nor  even  reSored  the  royal  caftleof 
Lihcohi,  and  other  poffeflioris  ufurped  by 
"him,  or  unduly  gained,  from  the  crowii. 
Of  thefe  they  advited  the  king  to  detnatid 
immediate  reftitution,  and  alfo  fuch  other 
pledges  as  might  be  fufficient  to  iecure  him 
^ainft  the  perfidy  of  the  ead :  adding,  that, 
if  the  earl  refufed  to  give  them,  he  ought  to 
be  treated,  not  as  a  friend,  but-  a  traitor,  and 
thrown  into  priilbn,  to  force  him  to  a  coin- 
vpliaiice. 

This  was  4t«angc  counfel,  and  fuch,  in- 
deed, as  could  come  from  none  but  thofe 
minifters  who  had  occaiianed  the  revolt  of 
the  befl:  part  of  the  :  nation  by  the  arbitrary 
meafuTCs  in  which  they  had  engaged  or  en- 
couraged their  mafter.  Whether  it  was  ad- 
^rifeable  for  him  tp  confent  at  that  time  to 
-the. earl  of  Cheiier's  defire,  was  a Idifputable 
queiiion;  and  reafons  of  prudence  might  in- 
duce him  to  decline  it:  ibut,  as  the  furrender 
of  Uncohi  cattle  and  other  rdemefnes  of  the 
crowp,  whicli  the  earl  enjoyed  as  his  own, 
.tinder  the  title  of  former  grants,  had  not 
«^i>een  required  of  hf m  in  the  late  reconcilia- 
tion between  him  and  Stephen,  there  was 
no  'col(Jur  of  juitice  to  alk  -it  of  him  now", 
much  hdto  extort  it  from  him  by  violence* 

It 
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It  does  not  appear  that  he  had  done  any  z&i BOO K  I. 
to  make  him  reafonably  fufpe<Sicd  of  treafon ; " 
and  if  ,an  umvarraKted  fufpkian  xould  juftify 
fuch  a  proceeding,  a  tyrant  would  always  be  . 
juftified  ;  for  he  may  always  JufpeB  when  he 
defires   to   opprefs.     The    iniquity  of  it  ap- 
peared too  glaring  even  to  Stephen  himfelf ; 
or  at  leaft  he  iapprehended  ill  confequences 
from  it ;    for,  at  firft,  he   exprefled  a  great 
unwillingnefs  to  confent  to  it :    but  his  eager 
defire    of   recovering  Lincoln  caftle,    which 
he  had  vainly  endeavoured  to  take  by  force, 
gave  fo  much   weight  to  the  arguments  of 
thofe  who  incited 'him  to  this  a6t  of  oppref-         ' 
fion,   that   he   permitted  them  to  put  their 
advice  in  immediate  execution.     They  wentY^^-  *"^« 
diredly  to  the  earl,  whom  they  found  in  the^^^'*^^  ^^^ 
court   not   fufpicious  of  any  unfriendly  in- 
tention   againft  him,  and  infiarmed  him  of 
all  the  king's  demands.     He  replied,  with 
the  utmoft  aftonilhment,  that  it  was  not  for 
this  he  had  come  to  attend  his  Ibvereign  in 
the  great  council ;   that  he  had  hot  received 
my  notice  of  fuch  demands,  nor  confulced 
his  friends  what  anfwer  he  ought  to  make: 
upon  which  iome  of  them  began  to  revile 
and  accufe  hii:ft  of  treafonable  defigns;  and, 
foon  proceeding    from  words  to  deeds,  ar- 
leifted    and    committed    him  to  the  king's 
foldiers  there  prefent,  who  threw  him  into 
a  dungeon,    loaded  with  irons.     When  'thegg/^'^jj^^^ 
»ews  -of  his  being  treated  in  fo  ignominious  ad  973. 
f  manner  was-  carried  to  his  vaffais,   they^^"^^"^; 

werefubaim.1147. 
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BOOK  L  were  filled  with  indignation,  and  the  mudi 
greater  part  of  them  would  have  taken  up 
arms  to  force  the  king  to  fct  him  free.  But 
others,  who  were  more  prudent,  reftrained 
their  impctuofity,  out  of  a  juft  apprehenfion 
of  danger  to  his  life ;  and  advifed  him  to 
yield  what  the  king  had  required  of  him, 
that  he  might  recover  his  liberty  and  with 
it  the  ability  of  being  revenged.  He  did  fo, 
and  was  releafed ;  but  not  without  giving 
hoflages,  and  an  oath  to  the  king,  that  he 
would  not  make  war  againft  him.  Thcfe 
fecurities  were  ineffedlual.  The  firft  aft  of 
the  earl,  after  his  hands  were  unfettered, 
was  to  attack  that  monarch  with  great  fury. 
He  confidered  his  oath  as  conftrained,  and 
therefore  void ;    or,  being  hardened  to  per- 

r  jury  by  the  mode  of  the  times,  paid  no  re- 
gard to  it :  nor  was  he  flopped  by  a  concern 
for  the  homages  he  had  given,  thinking  that, 
as  they  were  perfons,  on  whofe  friendship 
the  king  had  reafon  tofet  a  high  value,  they 
would  have  nothing  to  fear  from  his  refent- 
ment.  Several  times  he  fought  with  Stephen, 
defeated  and  wounded  him  in  one  engage- 

.  ment ;  nor,  when  beaten,  was  be  fubducd ; 
his  yaffals  being  fo  numerous,  his  caftles  fo 

.  ftrpng,  and  his  power  fo  difFufcd,  that,  if  he 
was  driven  away  from  one  part  of  the  king- 
dom, he  prefently  appearjed  with  new  force 
in  anpther.  The  king  indeed,  upon  his 
violatiiig  the  oath  he  had  taken,  had  impri- 
soned his  nephew,  Gilbert  de  Ckre,  carl  pf 

Hv^rtforc), 
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Hertford,  who  was  one  of  his  hoftages;  and  BOO  Kt 
would  not  fet  him  free,  till  he  had  given  up        - 
all  his  caftles,  as  a  fine  to  the  crown  for  the 
ofience  of  his  uncle:    but  by  this  he  made  vid.  anaow 
hima.bitter  enemy,  inftead  of  a;  faithful  anti^*"*'-"'^*'*^ 
afFeSionate  fervant,  as  he  had  hitherto  been. 
Nor  did  he  lofe  him  alone :    for  the  earl  of 
Pembroke  defiring  to  have  thefe   cAftles,  to 
which,  by  his  relation  in  blood  to  the  earl 
of  Hertford,  his  brother's  fon,  he  had  a  na- 
tural claim,  and  being  repulfed  in  his  fuit, 
was  lb  difgAifted,  that  he  alio  refolved  to  join 
the  earl  of  Chefter,  or  was  fufpeded  of  fuch 
a  {mrpofe,  upon  'his  having  fecretly  left  the 
court.     Stephen,    to  whole  mind   fufpiciort 
was  proof,  immediately  followed  him,  with 
all  the    ttoo^s  he  had    ready  5    and  comiiig 
upon    him    unexpectedly,    before   he  could 
reach  the  neareft  of  his  cailles,  would  have 
taken   him  prifoner,  if  he  had  not  efcaped, 
as  foon  as  he  faw  the   royal  army   appear^ 
by  changing  his  habit,   and  flying   in  dif- 
guife.  *      '^ 

Thus  was  the  great  and  powerful  houfe 
of  Clare,  whicli,  through  the  whole  civil 
war,  had  ever  been  remarkably  zealous  for 
the  king,  alienated  from  him;  and  driven 
to  his  cniemies,  together  with-  the  earl  •  of 
Chefter ;  an  linexpeiiled  reinforcement,  which 
reftored  their  dejected  fpirits  and  courage; 
juft  at  the  time  when  they  were  (inking  into 
peace  and  fubmifiion. 

Nothing 
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BOOK  I.      Nothing  indpfed  cpuld  be  more  prejudiciat 
'        to  all  his  own  interefts,  th^  th^  part  which 
Stephen  took  with  regard  to  that  nobleman. 
The  defert;ion  fr0m  Matilda,  bqgun  by  hiixi, 
wo4ld  probablyi  on  the  rejtreat  of  that  princefs 
from  .  EngVdrtdj   hSve  been   followed    by  all 
tj>e ; -principal  lords  of  her  p^rty,  as  faft  as 
tl^y    could    m^ke    their    agreem^ts    with 
tjhe  king,  and  ».  general  adl  of  oblivion  v<rould 
have  certainly  brought  in  the  ireft^  if  be  h^4 
Ih^wn  a  difpts^fition  .to   k0$p   his    faith  fia- 
Q^jrC^ly  with  tbofe  who  fubmitted.     For,  as^ 
t^??  remained  no  longer  in  the  party  any 
^ffeftion  for  Matilda,  and  her  fon  was  too 
yo&ng  to  .h^v«  e:jLcited  in  tl\em  fuch  fcnti-? 
pijsn.ts  as  produce  a  fixed    attachment,   no- 
thing but  fear  ahd  diftruft  of  Stephen  cpuld 
Kithhold  th^m  fro^  fceking  to  be  reconciled 
to   him,   and    fbirfeking  a  ibverejgo,    from 
,vvhom  they  h^d  now  no  reafon  to  expeift 
fither  reward  or  prote<ftion.     But  when  they 
fjLW,  by  the  «videnc^  of  fo  griat  an  example, 
how  dangerous  it  would  be  to  put  any  con- 
fid0n<:e  in  the  kings   pardon ;    and  that  no 
fp^yjc^s,    don^    him    upon   a    reeonciliaiion* 
iP^uld    fecure    their    poffeflions    againft    his 
plaipas,  or  the  liberty  of  their  perfons  againft 
»     X^s  fufpicions,  deipair  held  them  together,  and 
forced  them  to  ke^p  up  a  head  of  rebellion, 
^without  much  regarding  for  what  prince  they 
(fjS^ri  tended. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  England 
till  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

But, 
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Bat,   during   the   courlie,,pf  ftven   0t  eight B O o K.  l, 
years   preceding  that  period,   fom^  ehanges^       * '    "' 
had  happened  iu  the   qtaifs  of  the  churclv 
whfch    in   theiufelves    are  worth   attention, 
and  in  their  confequeiKeS  y^exe  very  inlpor-F 
tiint.  .  : 

From  the  tifne  that  the  bifliop  of  Win- 
chefter  had.  abandoned    Matilda,    his  .being, 
iuvefted,  ast?  kgate,  \yith  the  authority  pf ,  th^. 
pope,  was  of  no  fmajl  advantage  tq  Stephen  : 
fpr  while  he  enJQyed  that  gutbority,  ttfept  /.    / 

'  the  chyrch  of  England,  ^eppti^ent  or.  hini;^         :  rlJi; 
and,  by  his  inediation,  on  his  brpther*  But  ,[[ 

it  was  grievous  to  the  grchbifeop  qf  Gwt§r- 
bury,  who  faw  himfelf  fubjeiSted  to  <mt  of 
his  iufFragans.     As    Innpcenit    the    Secotibd,:^'^-^?* 
who  bad  giyw  this  l^mQti  to  the  bjrhppp^^j^.^p'^^^ 
of   Winehefter,'  would    not   revoke   it,   theHaguftaU. 
archbifhop  was  compelled,    however    reluC- ^"H']^"'^ 
tant,  to  fubmit  to  the  power  of  it ;  and,  wJhaTGcrv!  aa. 
was  ftill  harder,  to  the  infolent   ufe  whifh^^"^^^' ^'^ 
the  bifliop  made  of  that  povver,  on  purpofe^^  Ch^a*  ^^ 
to  mortify  him,  as  long  as,  that  pontiff  cpn^p- 13^ 
tinged  in  the  chiiir.j    But  Celeftine  t^e  Se- 
cond fucc^pding  to  the   papacy  in  the  year 
eleven  hundred  ^nd  forty-three,  and  being  i 
friend  of  the  Ai\gevin  family,  under  whofe 
patronage  be  had  been  educated,  abfolutely 
wfufed   to    renew   the    biflipp^   comnji/fion, 
and  liftened  very  eagerly  to.many  accufations 
Which   the   emprcfs.  Madlda   and   the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury  itpt  to  >Rome,  againft. 
him.     This  wa^  a  terrible  :blow  to  the  ppr^y 
6  ,    of 
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BOOK  L  of  Stephen  ;  and  though  Celeftine  died  foon 
-         afterwards,    and  he  found  difpofitions   more 
favourable  to  him  in  Lucius  the  Second,  yet 
be  could  not  obtain  from  that  pontiff  a  re- 
newal of  his  brother's  commiflion.     Eugenius 
the  Third,  who  fucceeded  to  Lucius  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-five,  became 
fbon  afterwards  very  hoftile  both  to  the  king; 
and  the  prelate.     The  firft  caufe  of  this  en- 
mity was  a  difpute  that  arofc  about  the  elec- 
V.  S.Duncl.tion  of  an  archbi{ho|)  of  York.      William, 
Sj^PrSr.  trh^'t^'eafurer  of  that  church,  had  been  cleftcd 
feguft.  ab   i»  the   year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-two, 
■nn.  1142  adjjg  was  a  man  of  very  noble   blood,  being 
'**  *  Bdafly  related  to  Roger,  king  of  Sicily;  and, 

though  educated  in  the  court  of  King  Henry 
the  Firft,  and  in  the  luxury  of  an  opulent 
farnily,  was  ftf  erhinent  for  his  piety,  that, 
after  his  deceafe,  -he  Wjas  fainted  by  Rome. 
The  bi(hop  of  Winchefter,  though  their 
charafters  did  not  fympathife  well,  had  a 
great  friendihip  for  him,  and  fo  had  the  earl 
of  Albemarle ;  but  the  zeal  (hewn  by  the 
latter  to  promote  his  election  gave  a  pre- 
tence to  difpute  it,  as  having  been  procured 
by  the  royal  authority,  through  the  inter- 
vention of  that  earl,  who  was  the  chief 
minifter  of  the  kii)g  in  thofe  parts.  Williap 
was  aifo  accufed  of  having  bought  the  ma- 
jority of  votes  in  the  chapter.  The  party 
againft  him  appealed  to  Rome ;  and  the 
church  of  England  was  now  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  fiibjeiflion  to  that   foreign    fee,    that  no 

oppofitioa 
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csf^poiitioQ  w^  tnadj^,  on  the  part  of  the  king,  BOO  Ki. 
to  this  pppeal,  though  undoubtedly  contrary^       ^~"*' 
to  the  anqi^nt  condituiion  sind  law^  pf  the 
kingdom.     Arpong  xh^  appellants  were  the 
abbots  of  Rivaux  apd  Fountain  abbeys,  who, 
being  particular  friends  of  Bernard,  abbot  of 
Cl^rvavix,  and  kiK>wing  the  grpisK  credit  h^V- Bernard. 
had  with  <hc  pope,  defired  tp  engage  him  in  ^P*^-  346» 
this  ^fFaif ;    apd  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  hQ^^^' 
wrot?  letters  to  Innocent,  with  much  acri* 
moi>y^  agaJnft  William,  who  was  obliged  to 
go  to  Rome,  and  plead  his  caufe  there.     Of 
the   fimpny,   which  he  was    charged    with, 
no  kind  pf  prpof  was  given  by  his  adverfaries : 
but   they   principally    refted    their  caufe  on 
this  point,  that  the  earl  of  Albemarle  had 
brought    th^    chapter  a  mandate    from    the 
king*  to  have  him  eleded.     Innocent  would 
not  himfelf  determine  that  queflion  upon  a 
matter  of  faO: ;  b\it  fent  him  back  into  Eng* 
land,  with  orders  to  his  legate,  the  bi(hop 
of  Wiwhefter,   that, .  provided  the   d^an  of 
York,  to  whofe  teftimony  WiUiapi  particu* 
larly  appealed,  or  any  other  credible  perfon, 
WQvld  fwear,  that  the  earl  did   not  bring  a 
royal  mandate  to  cled  him,  he  then  might 
be  ponl^cratad,  if  he  would  himfelf  take  an 
oath,  th»t  he  had  not  given  money  for  th^ 
obtaining  of  hi$  dignity*     Accordingly,  fooa 
after  his  return   into   England,  he  appeared 
befpre  a  legatine  council  at  Winchefter,  held 
by  the  biftiop.     The  dean  of  York,  having 
been  lately    ma4P   bifcop  of  Durham,  was       * 
Vo^.  II.      ■  M  difabled 
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BOOK  L  difabled  from  attending   it  by  fomc  difturb- 
^''^■"^^  ances  which    troubled  his  diocefe;   but  the 
biftiop  of  the  Orcades,  the  abbot  of  York, 
and  the  abbot  of  Whiteby,  took  the  oath 
required  by  the  pope,  in  his  ftead  ;  and  Wil- 
liam took  that,  which  was  demanded  from 
him,  as  a  proof  of  his  innocence  with  regard  to 
the  bribery  laid  to  his  charge :    whereupon 
he  was  confecrated  there  by  the  legate,  no 
man  appearing  to  accufe  or  oppofe  him  in 
any   manner  ;    and  the   people  exprcffing  a 
great  defire  to  have  him  for  their  archbiftop.- 
V.Bernard.   But,  Innocciit  being   dead,  Bernard   applied 
cpiil.  235.     tQ  j^jg  fucceflbr  Celeftine,  whofe  inclination 
to  mortify  the  houfe  of  Blois  he  well  knew ; 
and  wrote  a  letter  to  him  againft  the  arch* 
bilhop,  ftill  more  furious  than  thofe  he  had 
_  .    written  to  Innocent,  calling  that  refpeSable 
prelate  aflihy  and  infamous  perfon^  with  other 
very    outrageous    terms    of  reproach.     The 
whole  foundation  that  appears  in  thefe  letters 
for  fo  much  abufe  is  only  a  fuggeftion,  that 
the  bifliop  of  Durham  had  ftaid  away  from 
the  council  of  Winchefter   becaufe  he  was 
afraid  to  take  a  falfe  oath ;  from  whence  Ber- 
nard inferred,  that  the  archbifhop's  eledion 
had  not  been  canonical,  and  that  the  oaths 
of  the  three  prelates,  who  fwore  in  behalf 
of  him,  defcrved   no  regard.     The  paffions 
of  Celeftine    concurring  with  his,  he  fb  far 
prevailed,  that  William  could  not  obtain  his 
pall  from  that  pontiff:  but  this  perfeciition 
of  him  was  ftopt  by  Celeftine's  death ;  and 

Lucius, 
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Luciusj  the  next  pope,,  ftnt  him  the  pall  by  book  i* 

his   legate,    Cardinal    Hicmar.     He    would'      V     *'- 

now  have  been  fixed  in  his  metropolitan  Tee 

without   oppoiition,    if,    from    an   indolence 

natural   to  a  mind  abforbed  in  devotion,  he 

had  ubt  neglected  to  go  to  London,,  and  re^ 

ceive  his  pall   from   the   legate^  till  Lucius 

died  ;  which  event  entirely  changed  the  ftate 

of  his  fortune :  for  a  new  appeal  being  made 

by    his    adverlaries,    againft  his  election,   to 

Eugenius  the  Third,  Hicmar  thought  him- 

fclf  obliged  to  carry  the  pall  back  with  him 

to  Rome.    Eugenius,   who  had  been  a  dif- 

ciple  of  Bernard,  feemed  to  regard  him  flill 

as  his  mafter  and  fpiritual  father;  fo  great 

was    the  deference   which   he    paid  to    his 

judgement  in  all  affairs !  Of  this  Bernard  him- 

felf  was  fo  fenfible   and  fo  vain, .  that,  in  a 

letter  he  wrote  to  him  concerning  the  bufi- 

nefs  of  the    archbifhop  of  York,  he  could 

not  forbear  to  boaft  of  it  in  the  following 

words  :  //  is  fatd  that  not  you^  btit  ly  am  popery.  Bernard, 

and  tbofe   that   have  bufinefs  with  the  fee  of^^^  ^39- 

Home  come  to  me  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

It  was  very  true,  that  they  didfo^  and  all 

the  influence  he  had  gained  over  the  mind  of 

that  pontiff  was   now    exerted    againft    the 

arcbbilhop,  whom  he  'had  hitherto  attacked 

to  no  purpofe.     He  called  on  his   Holinefs,y^^j(j^^^ 

as   fucceflpr    of  St.  Peter,    to   deftroy    this 

dnanias^  this  Simon  Magus.     And  in  a  fub- 
^equent  letter  he  renewed   the   affault   with 

*:ill  greater    violence,    confidently   afferting, 
M  2  that 
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I        BOOK  L  that  the  bifliop  of  Durham,  whofe  oath  had 
^         been    required,  to  purge    the    archbifl)q>  of 
York  of  the  accufation  brought  againfl  him^ 
as  having  been  intruded  into  his  fee  by  the 
royal  authority,    had  fince  confirmed  it,  by 
a  letter  to  the  legate,   whom    Pope   Lucius 
the    Sqcond  had    fent    into    England.     But^ 
left  Eugenius  fhould  not  think  this  teftimooy 
/fufficient  to  condemn  the  archbiihop,  as  thre« 
bther   clergymen,    of  eminent    dignity-  and 
very  good  cbarafters,  had  fworn  to  the  con* 
trary,  he  added,  that  common  fame  bad  reported 
fuch  things  of  him,  as  would  be  reafons  not  only 
for  depofng  a  bi/hop^  but  for  degrading  afoldier* 
By  what    means    thefe  accufations^  if  they 
were  calumnious,  ^rt  to  be  reconciled  with 
the. piety  of  St,  Bernard,    or,  if  they  were 
true,  with  'the    piety   of  St.  William,   the 
church  which  prays  to  them  both  would  do 
wifely  to  confider.  '  Certainly,  the  great  ran* 
cour  with  which  they  were  urged^  and  fonac 
^^"\       of  them  (as  Bernard  hrmfelf  acknowledged) 
*  on  no  better  grounds  than  common  fame^  or 
rather  on' tire  report  of  the  archbishop's  ene- 
mies, iftiews"  in  that  -  abbot  a  temper  unbe- 
coming -a  good    man   and  a  Chriftian,     AM 
his    proceedings  in  this  affair    feem  to  have 
been   inftigated  by  a  fpirit  of  cabal,  and  a 
--  '  r  '-   partial  aifeftion  for  his  own  order,  to  which 
thfe  adverfaries    of   WilUam    belonged.     But 
EugeiiiuB  relred  fo  much  on  his  fentinient^, 
Gerv.  Chfon;  and  w^as  atfo  fo  moved  by  the  perfuafions  of 
^'^'"^•*^^'- another  Gfterciau   monk,    Henry    JVturdac, 
—^  •/  who    , 
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who  engaged  with  a  bitter  zeal  againft  the^QOK  I. 
archbiihop,  that  he  rcfufed  to  give  the  pall  ^^""^"^ 
to  that  prelate,  though  the  whole  confiftory 
was  on  his  fide.  How  far  he  himfelf  may 
be  fuppofed  to  have  been  biafled  by  a  regard 
for  the  order,  in  the  hofxmr  of  which^^j^as  he 
had  belonged  to  it)  he  might  imagine  that 
his  own  was  partly  concerrted,  I  fliall  not 
determine :  but  undoubtedly  he  aded.  with 
great  partiality.  Prefemly  after  this  time, 
he  came  into  France,  and  called  a  council  at 
Rbeimsy  to  which  he  fummoiied  ail  the 
French  and  Engli(h  biftiops.  But  Stepheoi^ 
extremely  offended  at  his  conduft,  both  on 
the  account  of  the  arehbifhop  of  York,  and 
of  the  biihop  of  Winchefter,  whofe  ixnn^ 
miffion  he  tefufed  to  renew,  fbewed  a  proper 
rcfentment,  by  abfolutely  forbiddin.g  ithe  bi- 
fiiops  of  England  to  go  out  of  the  realm, 
and  k\  particular  the  archbifhop  of  Cao*- 
terbuty,  whom  he  chifefly  fafpc&ed  of  in- 
triguing with  the  pope  to  his  prejudice.  That 
prelate,  having  ineffeftualiy  defired  bis  pe^"- 
miffion,  rcfolved  to  go  without  it,  and  fiudii^ 
the  ports  fo  ftridly  guarded,  that  he  w.as 
unable  to  procure  any  Ihip  for  his  {paffage, 
put  to  fea,  from  fomG  of  the  open  parts  ^f 
the  coaftj  in  a  fmall  era?^y  boat :  and  fo,  wkh 
much  difficulty  and  hazard  o^f  hi^.  life,  ,par(l 
over  to  France.  When  he  took  his  fcrat  in 
the  council,  Eugenius  mqwie  a  h^h  panegy* 
rick  u|x)h  him^\^  Savings  as  his  JHWittiQft 
W»$  Jjleafed  to  ^xpreft  dti  fwam  r^icr :  then 
M  3  piled 
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BOOK  I.  Jailed  from  England  to  France,  out  of  the  reve^. 

"ocrv.'ibid.    ^^^^  ^^^  obedience  he  paid  to  St.  P^ter  and  t^ 

col.  1365/    the  orders  of  Rome.     The  other  Englifli  bit 

(hops  obeyed  the  king  and  the  laws  of  their 

country :  for  which  they  were  put,  by  the 

authority  of  the  pope,   under  fpiritual  cen- 

fures.      So  ftrong  was  the  conflift  between 

the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  jurifdidlions  ! 

In  this  council  Pope  Eugenius  determined 
the    caufe   of  the   archbifliop   of  York,   or 
rather  he   there    pronounced    that  fentence 
againft  him  which   he   had   before  refolved 
to  pafs.     The  good  prelate,  finding  his  Ho- 
linefs  ill-affefted  towards   him,  and  having 
a  mind  that  hated  contention,  had  left  the 
court  of  Rome,  and  gone  into  Sicily,  fvhere 
he  now   lived   retired,  under  the   amicable 
S.Dunclm.   protedion  of  the  king,  his  relation.     Euge- 
>  S  jrSr.  ^^^^^  thought  proper  to  judge  him  during  his 
Haguftald. '  abfence,  and  on  the  fble   teftimony  of  his 
fubaimai47-accufersj^    the   chief  of  whom   was   Henry 
Murdac.     All  the  accufations  brought  againft 
;.;  him,  except   the  intervention   of  the  royal 

authority  in  his  ele£tion,  were  now  let  drop ; 
which  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  his  innocence 
V^ith  refpedt  to  the  afperfions  thrown  upon 
him  by  Bernard.  His  life  and  manners, 
<  undoubtedly,  were  moft  feverely  examined ; 

and,  if  any  objection  could  have  been  made 
to  them,  the  cbuncil  would  have  heard  of  it, 
as  well  as  Eugenius,  from  that  eloquent 
abbot:  but  to  accu(e  him  in  publick  was  a 
f  fnore  difficult  and  hazardous  matter  than  to 

I  defame 
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defame   him  in  a  private  letter.     Yet,  clearBOOK  1. 

as  he  was  of  all  the  ftains  which  malice  and        ^    '^ 
flander  had  endeavoured  to  fix  on  his  cha- 
raflier,  the  biflxop  of  Oftia,  by  the  apo/iolick 
authority^  that  is,  in  the  name  of  the  pope, 
not  of  the  council,  pronounced,  that  he  Jhould 
he  depofedfrom  bis  fee^  becaufe  Stephen^  king  of 
England,  had  nominated  him  to  it  before  a  ca^ 
nonical  eledlim.     In  vain  did  a  majority  of  the 
cardinals  in  the   council    remonftrate  to  the 
pope,  that  a  perfon  of  his  high   Tank   and 
good  reputation  ought  not  to  be  thus  con- 
demned unheard.     In  vain  did  Abbot  Suger,  vidc  Sugcr, 
in  a  very  fenfible  fpeech,  declare,  that,  even  *•  ^>-.  .    . 
admitting  the  charge  againft  him,  it  could  S'^^f^le"; 
not  juftly  be  made  a  reafon  to  annul  his  elec-i-  ixix. 
tion ;  becaufe  kings  had  a  right  to  point  out  to 
the  chapters  thofe  fubjedls  who  would  be'mo/l 
agreeable   to,  them.      His    dodrine    was    not 
agreeable   to   the  pope ;    and   councils   then 
were  the  mere  tools  of  the  papal  authority. 
Nor  did   Eugenius  judge  wrong,   according 
to  the  political  maxims  of  Rome,  in  feizing 
the  opportunity  of  a.  weak  reign  in  England, 
to  eftablifti  a  precedent  for    fubverting   the 
rights  of  all  princes,  and  taking  from  them 
even  the   liberty   of    recommendation   in   the 
cleftion  of  bifhops.   All  oppofition  was  there- 
fore fruitlefs  ;    and  William   being  depofed,  Gcnr.  Chron. 
the  chapter  of  York,  upon  the  pope^s  mandate^^^^^^^^Ml* 
proceeded  to  ele£t  another  arcnbifhop,  with-g/j'*^"S-^«« 
out  confulting  the  king,  who  fecmed  to  be 
alfo  depofed  from  his  dignity  and  royal  pre* 
M  4  rogatives* 
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BOOK  I.  rogatives.     Th6    majority    o(  the    chapter 

^ ^^"^  chofe   Hilary   bifliop  of  Chicheftcr  t    but   A 

fadlioa  among  them  having  voted  for  Henry 
Murdac^  abbot  of  Fountain,  a  double  rfetuni 
was  made  to  Eugenius :  whereupon  that 
pontiff  confirnked  the  ele^fti^Jtt  Of  Murdaife, 
his  favourite^  and  imm^diatfely  confecrated 
.  him  with  his  own  hands.  So  flagrantly  were 
the  rights  both  of  the  clergy  and  croV^n  of 
England  violated  by  the  pope,  who  made 
himfelf  the  fole  mafter  of  this  eleSion,  ill  i, 
manner  abfolutely  uiiknoum  befbt'e  to  out 
church,  and  which  is  fpoken  of  with  dilguft^ 
even  by  fome  of  the  itionks  who  Wrote  iA 

?  PHcJr^Ha-  ^^^^'^  ^^^^^     ^^^  depofed  archbifliop,  Whfeft 

guftaid.  fub    he  knew  the  fentence  paffed  againft  himv  re* 

ann.  1148.    tVimcd  into  England^  and  retired  to  the  hbufe 

rr^c''^^^^^^^         his    friend   the    bifhop    of  Wineh^er; 

where  he  employed  all  his  time  iti  thtt  pr^c^ 

tice  of  dievotion,  without  the  leaft  muritaur^ 

or  Complaint  of  the  injury  done  him  ;  Withw 

out  either  faying  himfelf,  or  caring  to  hear> 

.  a  reproachful  word  faid  of  thofe,  from  wbcmk 

he  had  fufFeVed   this   iniquitous  petfecution-. 

But   the  prelate,  whofe   gueft  he  was,   ftiH 

continued  to  treat  him  as  archbiftiop  of  York^ 

regarding    ho  further  the   Authority  of  the 

fovereign  port  tiff,  than  as  it  concutTfed  With 

his  own  ptirpofee.     l)'nder  his  roclf -Willibrft 

J.  H^gnflaic^refided  till  the  year  eteveii  hundi-efd  and  fifty  w 

'^^ry^dl\lh  ^^^9  when    fortune    changed  in  his  fAvour. 

ann.  ii53»    For  his  three  principal  efhemiefs,  Eugenius^  - 

Nafbrigenf.  Bernard,  atei4  Henry  Mtirdac,  having  all  died 

i.i,  c,  26.  ,  •  •  .    *  .  the 
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the  year  before^  and  Po^  Ahaftafiusi  whoBOOK  V 
fuGceeded  to  Eugenius,  being  his  fri*nd,  h*^  ^  '' 
obtained  his  pall.  Yet  hi^  enjoynSient  of  a 
dignity,  purchafed .  with  fe  much  trouble^  wa$ 
not  of  a  long  continuance :  he  di^d  foon  after» 
Vrards,  and  is  iaid  by  (bme  Writers  to  have 
been  murdened  by  poifon  in  the  facramental 
wine :  but  William  of  Newbury^  upon  a  cate^' 
ftil  enquiry  into  the  faft,  affures  Us  that  the 
report  of  it  was  founded  on  nothing  but  flight 
and  uncertain  fufprcion$« 

While  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  re-  ' 
mained  in  France  with  Eugetiius  the  Thirds 
they  entered  into  great  confidence  and  ciofc*- 
niefe  T>f  coUnfels,  nOt  only  on  eccleTiaAtcal^ 
but  on  civil  affairs.  They  both  hated  Ste* 
{^ei>,  who,  by  fupporting  his  lArother  in  his 
appiicatibn  to  Rome  for  a  renewal  of  his 
liq^titie  power  in  England,  had  grbvouily 
o^nded  the  priitiate;  and,  by  pad:onizi<n^ 
William  archbiihop  of  York,  had  no  Jefs  an^ 
gered  the  pope.  They  agreed,  therefore,  (6 
affifl:  Prince  Henry  Plantagen«t  when  time 
ilhduki  ferve;  and  took  meafures  together*, 
which  proved  afterwards  of  great  advantage 
to  faim,  and  were  the  fecret  fprings  of  foine 
Very  important  tranfeiftionsv 

Yet  it  does  Hot  appear  that  the  archbiihop 

(rf  Canterbury  ofetaii\ed  at  thi^  time  the  le^ 

^«lirte  dignity.     The  bifliop  of  Winchefter, 

ndeed,  had  befen  dsjprived  of  it  by  Ceieftine 

te  Second,  ai*l  could  not  get  it  renewed  by 

ftrcius^  Mi  fi<XSt^^  ot  by  Eugenics :  but 

I  do 
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BOOK*  I.:  I  do  not  find  Theobald  ever  ftyled  the  pope's 
y^  Q^^  '  legate  till  the  year  deven  hundred  and  fifty- 
Chioo.  Hub*  one.  The  council  of  Rheims  being  ended, 
^^*l^®'he  returned  into  England,  confiding  in  the 
watu  ii/i.  power  of  the  pope  to  protect  him  againft  the 
ct  pracedciH  refentment  of  his  fovereign,  whofe  command 
"    "^  he  had  flighted,  and  the  laws  of  the  kingdom, 

which  he  fb  contumacioufly  had  prefumed  to 
GcfT.  Ckron.  infringe.     But,  upon  his   arrival  at  Canter- 
^J^^lJ^f^]  bury,    Stephen    immediately    went    thither 
Cantuar.  in   from  London,  and  fent  him  fuch  angry  mefr 
?it.Tlicobald,^jjggg^   without   deigning  to   fee   him,    that, 
•     not  thinking  it  {aft  to  continue    longer  in 
England,  he  returned  back  to  France,    The 
queen  and  William  of  Ipres  endeavoured  to 
mediate  a  reconciliation  ;    and,  that  he  might 
be  nearer  to  England,  perfuaded  him  to  come 
to  St.  Omer's,    where  he  remained  for  ferae 
time,  expefling  the  event  of  their  intercef- 
fions.     Several  bifhops  and  abbots  were  fent 
to  confer  with  him ;    but,  as  neither  he,  nor 
his,  fovereign,   could    be  induced  to   fubmit 
the  one  to  the  other,  all  expedients  to  make 
them  friends  were  found  inefieftuaL    At  laft 
the  obilinate    prelate,    exafperated  at  being 
detained  fo  long  from  his  fee,  fent  over  to 
England  letters  of  interdift,   wherein  a  djiy 
was  fixed,  before  which  if  he  had  not  per- 
fxiiiiion  to  return,  they  were  to  take  place 
againft  all.  that  part  of  the  realm  which  was 
in  obedience  to  Stephen,    Thefe   were  the 
ficft  of  this  natur^  to  which  England  had 
been  ever  fubjeded;   and  they  were,  there- 
's fpf^> 
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fore,  much  more  terrible  to  the  minds  of  theBOOK  U 
Englifli.  The  king  had  feized  the  arch-^' 
biihop's  temporalities,  upon  his  going  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and,  being  in  great  want  of 
money,  oppreffed  his  tenants,  by  exadling 
from  them  their  rents  before  the  ufual  time. 
When  that  prelate  was  informed  of  thefe 
proceedings,  he  took  (hipping  j^t  Gravelines, 
and  landed  Jn  Suffolk,  at  a  port  belonging 
to  Hugh  Bigot,  who,  being  in  arms  a^ainft 
Stephen,  received  him  with  great  honours. 
At  the  term  he  had  fi^fed  he  lolemnly  pub- 
lifhed  the  interdift;  which  deeply  affe^e4 
the  people,  who  faw  divine  fervice  performed 
in  thpfe  countries  that  acknowledged  Ma- 
tilda, and  not  in  thofe  that  obeyed  the  Idng^ 
The  confequences  of  this  intimidated  the 
latter,  who  .fliould  either  have  forefeen  or 
defpifed  them ;  but,  as  he  ufually  afted,  he 
began  with  fpirit,  and  concluded  with  raean- 
nefs.  The  biflrops  of  London,  Norwich, 
Chichefter,  and  feveral  temporal  lords,  were 
now  employed  by  hin>  to  try  to  perfuado  the 
archbifliop  to  take  off  the  interdifl:;  which 
they  could  not,  by  any  arguments,  prevail 
upon  him  tp  do^  till  he  was  brought  back  in 
triumph  to  his  metropolitan  fee  by  thofe  no« 
bles  and  prelates  themfelves.  A  fatal  prece- 
dent, which  gave  a  moft  grievous  and  incurar 
ble  wound  to  the  royal  authority  I 

The  fpirits  of  the  party  agaiiift  the  king 
were,  much  raifcd  by  the  hopes  they  now 
cpnceived.of  once  more  gaming  the  church 
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BOOK  L  to  their  fide.  Many  cittrumftanccs  concurred 
•  *  W  ittfpirc  thofe  hopes.  The  archbifliop  of 
Cftnterbary^  by  the  favour  of  Eugetiius,  was 
become  fo  fupcrior  to  the  bifliop  of  Wia* 
Chefter,  that  the  dominion^  which  hitherto 
had  been  afibtned  by  the  latter  over  the 
clergy  of  England,  was  in  a  great  raeafure 
loft.  That  the  pope  and  Stephen  were  on 
ill  terms  was  pxiblickly  known ;  and,  though 
th^  a)'chbt(hop  in  appearance  was  reccmciled 
to  the  king>  their  feai  enmity  was  no  fccrct 
to  men  "of  ««y  fagacity,  Therie  is  great  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that^  at  thig  veiy  time,  the 
Mchbiflwp  was  conibined  with  the  carl  of 
Norfolk  and  other  nobles>  in  carrying  on  a 
f^g<ici*tk)A  for  inviting  Henry  Plantagenet 
to  come  again  into  England  ;  which  took 
^eCl  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
nine.  Determined  ^as  the  enemies  of  Stephen 
were  now,  after  the  ufege  he  had  given  to 
the  earl  of  Chefter,  not  to  fubmit  to  the 
tyranny  of  his  government,  they  were  no 
fefs  -refolved  not  to  fubjeft  tbemfelves  and 
their  country  to  the  pride  of  Matilda ;  nor 
were  they  difpofed  tb  give  the  crown  to  the  earl 
•of- Ai^ou,  whom  they  always  confidened  as 
a  ftranger  to  England,  inarried  to  the  daogh- 
Oerv.  chron;  tcf  oF  tbtk  k  ing  without  their  confent.  The 
Jubann,ii4c>^^^j^  objeft  of  defirc  to'them  and  the  nation 
was  Prince  HciSry,  his  tldeft  fon,  who,  hav- 
JiTg  done  nothing  tb  alic^^t*  thei*  affections, 
wa^  XHicjudftionaWy  entitled  to  their  atte^-' 
ki\tt  by  every-ttafon  ^of  Ju^-fc^  md  poiicyf 
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as  well  as  the  oaths  which  they  had  formerly  BOOK  L 
taken  to  maintain  his  fucceffion.  Indeed  the  \  "^  ' 
pretenfions  of  Matilda  might  have  flood  ii> 
bar  to  his  claim,  till  after  her  death  ;  and  he 
might  have  been  greatly  embarrafled,  either 
tofet  them  afide  againft  her  will,  or  td.fup- 
port  them  againft  that  of  the  nation  5  but^ 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  (he  had  the 
good .  fenfe  to  depart  frona  them  herfelf; 
being  convinced  that  it  would  be  imppffiblc 
to  overcome  the  diflike  which  (he  difcerlied  in 
the  Engli(h  ;  and  not  defiring  to  prevent  heir, 
fon  from  being  a  king,  that  (he  might  retaiiji 
the  name  of  queen..  A  fondnefs  for  him  was 
become  her  ruling  paflion ;  and  (he  facrificed  to 
it  that  pride  which  never  would  bend  to  her 
intereft. .  v 

He  was  now  fixteen  years  old,  and  began  J.  P.  HagufJ. 
to   difcover  a   manly    vigour    of  body  ^^^^  GerT^Chro^* 
mind;   fo  that  he  feemed  to  be  capable  offubann.1149. 
heading  his  party  ;    and  they   earneftly  de- 
manded his  prefence  in  England,    thinking 
and   declaring,    that,  the   earl   of  Glocefter 
being  dead,  he  was    the  only   leader  undex 
whpm   they    could  a£l:  with   any   fpirit    or 
union.'  The  king  of  Scotland,  after  having  v.  NcubnV* 
made    his    efcape    out    of  Winchefter,    had^'^'^'^^* 
taken  polTeflion   of  the  three  counties  adja- 
cent to  his  kingdom,  not  in  his  own  name,  , 
but   as    in    cuftody  for   Matilda   and  Henry 
her  fon.     The  inhabitants  of  thofe  counties 
were  glad  to  be  uiKler  his  government ;    fojr 
he .  wa3  lb  careful  to  proted  th^em,  that  tlaey 

fuffered 
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BOOK  I.  fofifered  much  lefs  from  the  miferie*  of  thS 
^^  ^'■■■*~^  times  than  any  other  parts  of  England.  Nor 
could  Stephen  drive  him  out  of  them ;  beiiig 
too  much  employed  In  the  inorb  foUth^rn 
provinces  to  carry  his  arms  fo  far  hbrth, 
A  kind  of  truce  had  thus  continued  for  fbme 
time  between  them;  David  being  fatisfled 
vrith  fecuring  thoib  cbunties.  But  he  now 
was  willing  to  take  a  more  kftivfe  Jiart,  if 
Henry  Plantagenet  would  yield  theiii  to 
him  and  his  heirs,  free  of  homagte  to  th* 
crown  of  England.  The  propofal  was  not 
very  generous;  but  as,  by  making  an  of* 
fenfive  war  againft  Stephen,  he  might  expofe 
his  own  kingdom  to  fome  danger,  policy 
fcemed  to  require  that  he  fhould  exaft  a  re*» 
compence  for  it ;  and  though  he  was  a  prince 
of  great  generofity,  he  feldom  allowed  it  to 
go  beyond  his  difcretion.  Whether  he  ex- 
plained himfelf  on  this  article  before  Henry 
came  to  him,  our  ancient  authors  are  filenc. 
j.Haguftald.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  invited  him  over  with 
Gcrv.  chron.  a  promiie  of  aid ;  and  a  gteat  plan  of  opera- 
et  Huntingd.  tious  was  formed,  in  concert  perhaps  with 
^^^lil^:  the  pope,  through  the  channel  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury :  upon  which  the  earl 
of  Anjou  and  Matilda  were  perfuaded  to 
^  fend  their  fon  into  England,  with  a  good 
body  of  chofen  forces,  both  horfe  and .  foot* 
He  landed  fafely,  we  are  not  told  in  what 
harbour,  but,  as  I  conjedlure,  at  Wareham; 
which  was  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
young  earl  of  Glocefter,  who,  not  infefted 

with 
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tvith  the  perfidy  of  his  brother,  remained p^OKt 
faithful  to  the  caufe  that  his  -  father  had' 
maintained  with  fuch  inflexible  conftancj. 
From  thence  Henry  marched  into  fome  of 
the  weftern  counties,  being  joined  by  the 
carl  of  Chcfter,  and  Roger  earl  of  Hereford, 
with  feveral  other  barons  of  note  in  thofe 
parts,  at  whofe  requeft  he  had  come  over, 
and  who  feemed  to  be  greatly  animated  by 
his  arrival.  But  they  did  not  think  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  make  any  attempts  againft  Ste- 
phen in  England,  till  they  (hould  aft  in  ■ 
conjunftion  with  the  Scotch  ;  their  principal 
confidence  being  in  the  aid  that  David  had 
promifed,  without  which,  in  their  prefent 
circumftances,  they  had  no  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
To  hini  therefore  they  went,  and  found  him 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  in  the  town  of 
Carlifle.  Henry  was  received  by  him  with 
a  tender  afFeftion.  The  maturity  of  his 
underftanding,  and  a  magnanimity  that  ap*- 
peared  in  all  his  deportment,  drew  the  ad- 
miration of  the  Scotch,  who  were  the  more 
dilpofed  to  admire  him  on  account  of  the 
Scotch  blood  he  had  in  his  veins,  derived  to 
him  from  his  grandmother,  Matilda  the 
Good.  During  the  Whitfuntide  feftivals, 
kept  by  David  at  Carlifle  with  extraordinary 
pomp,  that  monarch  conferred  on  Henry 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  which  the  mode 
( '  thoie  times  made  neceflary  for  princes  as 
i  on  as  they  were  capable  of  bearing  arms. 
1  ut,  before  he  did  this,  he  required  him  to 

take 
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BOOK  L  take  an  oath,  never  to  refunae,  from  him,  or 
V.  Neubrig.'  his  heirs,  any  part  of  the  three  countics  which 
L  i.  c.  32.  he  had  obtained  pofTeil^Qn  of  during  the  trou^ 
1.  ii.  c.  4.     i^jg^  •  jj^  England. 

If  no  intimations  bacJ  be^n  given  to  Henry 
of  this  deroapd  before  he  came  over,  it  WH?  a 
furprife  upon  him;  and,  confidering  his 
youth -and  the  place  he  was  in,  a  very  unfair 
one.  No  hiilorian,  who  lived  in  that  ag^, 
has  faid  that  it  was  authorifed  by  Matilda. 
In  whatever  manner  it  was  made,  Henry 
did.  not  think  it  prudent,  while  he  was  io 
Scotland,  to  difpute  it  with  th$  king;  but 
took  the  oath  prefcribed  to  him^  and  yielded 
thoCe  provinces,  in  hopes  of  recovering  the 
reft  pf  the  kingdopa  by  the  affiftance  of  the 
S^o^cb* 

\:ApQther  diffi^culty  with  regard  to  thi^ 
matter  was  alfo  adjuft^d.  That  no  difconr 
tent  niight  reoiain  in  th?  earl  of  Chefter, 
on  account  of  bis  claim  to  Carlifle,  whid^ 
he  had  not  reiK>unced  when  Stephen  gav^ 
that  city  to  David,  it  no^  was  agreed^  th^ 
thf  eldeft  fon  of  the  earl  Ihould  marry  tbf 
daughter  of  Henry  prince  of  $cotland,  an^ 
receive  in  exchange  for  hi$  pretenfipn^  to 
Carlifle  the  honour  of  Lancaft?r,  which  th^y 
propofed  to  cpnquer  for  him*  I  prefum# 
that  he  was  not  to  hold  thia  acqui^tion  4s  ;i 
;6ef  under  David,  who  had  no  title  to  it ;  bttt 
under  Henry  Plantagenct,  as  king  of  Eng- 
z  land. 
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land.     This   being  fettled,    he  departed*    InB^^K  i. 
order  to  raife  greater  forces^  with  which  he  ^"""^    ^    ^ 
engaged  to  join  the  Scotch.     The  place   of 
rendezvous  was  appointed  at  Lancafter,  and 
a  day  fixed,  for  his  coming.     David  accord- 
ingly marched  thither  with  his  army ;  but> 
the  earl  not  keeping  his  word,  he  returned 
to  Carlifle  much  diflktisfied.     While  he  lay 
there,    Stephen    drew    his    troops    together, 
and   came  to  York  1    but  kept   himfelf  en^ 
tirely  upon  the  defenfive :    and  David  a£ted 
with  the  fame  caution*     We  are  not  informed 
what  it  was  that  caufed  the  earl  of  Chefter 
to  fail   in-  his   promife.      Perhaps  he  could 
not  raife  his   vaflals   fo  fpeedily   as  he  had 
imagined  he  (hould  when  he  left  Carlifle ; 
or  rather  the  mere  levity  of  his  natural  tem- 
per made  him  falfe  to  hts  word  ;    for  he  was 
accuftomed  to  change  his  coiiduft,   not  only 
with  his  intereft,  but  with  all  the  irregular 
lallies    of    his    paffions.     Poffibly    too    the 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury*  who  might  think 
it  would  become  him  to  be  laft  in  the  field. 
Was  flopped  by  the  backwardnefs  he  faw  in 
the  earl  and  fome  of  his  other  confederates, 
upon    whofe    alacrity   he   had    counted.     It 
might  have  been  expeded,  that  the  earls  of 
Norfolk,    of   Pembroke,    and    of   Hertford, 
would  join  the  king  of  Scotland  and  Henry 
Plantagenet,'  either  with  the  earl  of  Chefter, 
or  without    him ;    but  they   were  probably 
rcftrained     from    it    by     fome     negociation 
opened  with  them    by    Stephen,   or  by  the 
Noi..  II-  N  >difficulty 
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BOOKI.  difficulty  they  found  of  drawing  their  forces 
'  out  of  the  feveral  counties  in  which  their  chief 
|)Ower  lay  ;  and  their  inaftion  might  beanar'^ 
gunient  to  with-hoW  the  archbiflbop,  who 
certainly  was  not  deficient  ia  zeal  for  the  caufe, 
«for  ifi  courage. 

The  hopes  of  prince  Henry  were  all  blaftei! 
by  this  difappointment.     He  fought   an  oc- 
cafion  of  exercrfing    his   new    profefiioa  oi 
arm«,  or  (to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  ^at 
age)    he  defired   to  gain   his  JPurs\    but    he 
could   not  poffibly  take  the  field,  againft  a 
royal  army,  with  his  own  troops  alone ;    nor 
ifind    any    proper    means  of  employi»g    his 
Valour,  ^hile  the  two  kbgs^  almoft  equally 
afraid  -of  each   other,   contented   themfelves 
•with  oi^ly  guarding  their  borders.     Thus  it 
tiappened  that  the  whole  fummer,  and  part 
of  the  autumn,  of  the  year  eleven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  pafled  without  any  confidera- 
"4)le  event,    except   that   Euftace,    who   that 
year  had  been  knighted  by    his  father,  and 
iiad  the  commaiKl  of  fbn?>e  forces,  made  in- 
curfions  into  the  lands  of  thofe  Englifli  ba- 
rons who   were  with  Henry  at  Carlifle,   and 
did   them  much   mifehief.     The   reputation 
which   that    prince  acquired   by  this  action, 
the    firlt    exploit   of  his    manhood,    caufed 
-Henry  to  fepuic  the  more  at  his  owii   hands 
•Gerv.  Chron.  being  tied  ;  and  therefore,  feeing  no  profpe<ft 
iubann.iijo.^f  gaining  any  honour,  or  doing  himfelf  any 
fervice,  by  a  longer  abode  in  the   court-  of 

David^ 
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i5avid,  whom  he  found  determined  not  to  BO  OK  I. 
aft  offenfively  againft  Stephen,  he  returned'^  w— < 
into  Normandy,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty.  Yet,  though 
he  had  not  been  able,  during  his  ftay  in 
this  ifland,  to  fignalize  himfelf  byany  illuftri- 
ous  anions,  he  left  behind  himfuch  impreffions 
of  his  ti;ierit  and  capacity,  that  his  having  come 
over  was  in  reality  of  great  advantage  Xo  him, 
and  ftrongly  difpofed  the  minds  of  the  Englifli 
iM>bility  to  invitp  him  again  at  a  more  fa** 
vourable  feafon. 

The  earl  of  Anjou  was  now  in  quiet  pof-A.  D.  1150; 
feflion  of  Normandy;  having  deterred  all  his 
enemies  from  exciting  any  new  difliirbances 
there,    by  the    firmnefs   and    vigour  of   his 
government.     But   the    treafonable   pradicesV. Sug.epiil. 
of  a  prince  of  the  blood  would  have  kindled^^^^^l^'^^^^ 
a  civil  war  in  the  whole  kingdom  of  France, . 
if  it  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  prudence 
and    magnanimous    fpirit    of  Abbot   Suger^ 
Who,  when^  his   mafter   went   to   the  Holy 
war^  had  been  left  regent  of  France,  from 
the  Angular  confidence,  which,  not  only  the 
king^   but  the  nation,  unanimoufly  placed  in 
his  vfc^ifdom  and  integrity.     Their  opinion  of 
him   was  juftified    by  every    a<fl    of  his   re- 
gency ;    but  the  mod  difficult  part  of  it  was 
at  the  latter  end,  when  Robert  earl  of  Dreux, 
who   had   returned    into    France    before    his 
brother,  tried  to  raife  a  rebellioii  there  againlt 
"  that    monarch,    and  obtain   the    crown   for 

N  2  himfelf, 
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BOOK  I.  himfelf,  or,  at  leaft,  to  ufurp  the  whole 
^'  power  of  the  government.  His  hopes  of 
luccefs  in  this  flagitious  defign  were  grounded 
on  the  ill  humour  which  the  lofs  and  dif* 
honour,  that  the  nation  had  fufFered  from  the 
late  unhappy  crufade,  had  produced  in  many 
of  the  French,  a  people  tinapt,  from  the  vi- 
vacity of  their  temper,  to  bear  with  mode- 
ration either  good  or  bad  fortune.  He  art* 
fully  fomented  this  difcontent,  and,  by  im- 
puting the  difafters  of  which  they  com- 
plained to  the  weaknefs  and  folly  of  Louis, 
drew  upon  him  at  once  their  contempt  and 
indignation.  The  hiftory  of  France  afforded 
'  precedents  of  depofing  kings  for  incapacity, 
and  (hutting  them  up  in  convents.  Louis 
had  no  iflue  male :  his  brother  Henry,  who 
was  next  in  the  order  of  fucceffion,  had 
taken  the  frock  of  a  monk  m  the  abbey  of 
Clairvaux :  thefe  circumftances  were  very 
favourable  to  the  ambition  of  Robert,  who 
refolved  to  make  ufe  of  them,  and  pufh  his 
fortune  to  the  utmofl:.  The  ferment  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  was  great :  and  many  of 
the  nobles  were  ready  for  a  revolt ;  Robert 
having  gained  a  flrong  party  among  thofe 
with  whom  he  bad  ieryed  in  the  E;^ft  by 
his  manly  and  military  charafter,  whidi 
fecmed  to  render  him  far  more  worthy  to 
govern  the  French  nation,  than  the  bigoted 
Louis;  and  the  general  poverty  brought  upon 
thcm<,  by  their  expences  and  mifadventures 
in  their   late   ruinous;  enterprife,  inftigating* 

them; 
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tfaem  to  feek  a  remedy  for  it  in  the  confii-^oOK   i. 
fion   and  violence  of  civil  war,  or  in  fuch  a^^    ""^^      ' 
change  of  the  government  as  might   entitle 
them  to  advantages  they  could  not  hope  for 
i-n  the   prefent  ftate   of  the    kingdom.     But 
the.  regent  was    warned  of  thefe   dangerous^-  Suger, 
machinations    by  a  letter  from  the  earl   of  ^^^  '  ^' 
Flanders,   who,   at  the   fame  time   that   he. 
cautioned    him    to  be  well  upon  his  guard, 
offered    to   come    and    affift    him,    if   there 
ihould   be    any    occafion    for    it,    with    the 
whole  force  of  his   earldom.     So   frank   an 
offer,    made  at  fuch  a  critical    time   by  one 
of  the  braveft  and  moft  powerful  princes  of 
France,    enabled  the  regent  to  maintain  his. 
matter's  authority,  and  extinguifli  this  rebel- 
lion before  it  broke  out  into  any  open  flame. 

What  part  was  taken  by  the  earl  of  An- 
jou  we  are  not  informed ;  but  as  he,  and 
his  brother-in-law,  the  earl  of  Flanders, 
generally  afted  in  concert,  and  as  he  lived 
in  the  moft  cordial  friendship  with  Suger, 
we  mlay  venture  to  conclude,  that  he  gave 
no  encouragement  to  the  treafon  of  Robert, 
or,  rather,  that  he  joined  with  them  to  refift 
it.  In  the  colle£tion  of  Suger's  letters  there  ibid.  ep.  j?.  ' 
is  one,  from  him  to  that  mlnifter,  wherein 
he  ufed  thele  expreiiions :  **  I  notify  to  you, 
^^  as  my  deareji  friend^  that  (if  it  be  neceiC- 
^'  fary)  you  may  fend  for  me  upon  the  king's 
"  fervice,  and  I  Jhall  moji  certainly  attend 
**  ym^  to  ferve  him  in  all  affairs,  as  you  Jhall 
^'  require^  qnd  even  with  more  diligence  than 
N  3  "  if 
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^ooYL  i.u  if  he  nvere  prefent:^     This   letter  indeed 
""'^"^'^^      ^  was  written  before  the  return  of  the  earl  of  ^ 
preux  into  France  ;    but  I  find  no  rcafon  to 
-doubt   that    GeofFry    ftill    continued   in   the 
fame    dilpofitions.     Suppofing   only   that  he 
did  not  abet    the  defigns  of  Robert,  it  was 
of  great  fervice  to  Louis :    for  if  the  power 
pf  the    dutchy  of  Normandy,    and    of  the 
jearldoms   of  Anjop,   Maine,  and  Touraine, 
had,  in  this  conjunfture,  been  employed  to 
ftrengthen  the  fa£lion  againft  that  monarch,- 
the    wprft   cpnfcquences    might    have    beeri 
feared  from  fpch  a  confederacy.     But  it  may 
naturally  be  prefumed,   from  his  connexions 
at  this  time,  and  from   the  kiqdnefs  which 
afterwards  continued  to  fublift  between  Sugei? 
and   him^   that,    on   this  occafidn,    he    was 
y.  Suger,     inore  than  unadively  loyal.     Yet  no  fooner 
cp.  i5o;i53.  ^^5  |.}^g  king  delivered   from   the   danger  of 
fo   formidable    a    revolt,   than,   as  we  learn 
from  Suger's  letters,  he  was  r^ady  tq  draw 
his   fword  againft  the  earl  of  Anjou.     The 
caufe  of  their   quarrel  is  not  told,   either   in 
any  of  thofe  letters,  or  by  the  contemporary 
hiftorians.     But  it  will   not   be   difficult    to 
guefs  the  motives  from  which  Louis  might 
be  induced  -to  fuch  a  war.     For  though,  be- 
fore he  tpok  the  profs,    his  interefts,  or   his 
^  paffions,  had  caufed  him,  in  the  manner  be- 

lore    related,  to  give    the  inveftiturc  of  the 
»    dutchy  of  Normandy  to  GeofFry  Plantagenet, 
other  fentiments  might  now  prevail  in  his 
mind;    cfpccially  as  his  hatred   againft   the; 

houfe 
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lloufo  of  Blois  was  inttrely  overcome  by  the  BOOK  !• 
artful  addpfcfs  of  the  prefent  head  of  that  ' 
htnify^  Henry  carl  of  Champagne,  who  had 
gone  with  him  to  the  Eaft,  and  there  had 
mfiuuated  himfelf  into  his  favour.  ^  This  ^\  Suger, 
printe  would  naturally  ufe  all  his  credit  with^^^  '  ^^' 
nis  forereign  to  the  advantage  of  Euftacc, 
his  eoi^fin-german,  and  Stephen,  his  uncle ; 
which,  together  with  the  fupph cations  and 
reproaches  of  Conftantia,  the  lifter  of  Louis> 
fnarried  to  Euftace,  might  iocline  the  king, 
who  was  very  inconftant  in  his  policy,  to 
unda  his  own  work,  and  drive  the  earl  of 
Anjou  again  out  of  Normandy,  that  he 
might  reftore  it  to  his  brother-in-law,  ac* 
cording  to  the  tenour  of  a  prior  engagement, 
contrafted  by  his  father,  and  ratified  by  him- 
felf. But  the  immediate  occafion  of  their 
quarrel  might  arife  from  difputes  concerning 
the  extent  of  the  king's  jurifdiftion  over  the 
vaflals  of  Normandy,  upon  appeals  made  to 
his  court  from  the  court  of  their  duke* 
The  mind  of  Louis  might  thus  be  irritated 
againft  the  earl  of  Anjou  ;  and  in  that  difpo- 
fition  it  wouid  eafily  receive  all  impreffious, 
which  the  friends  of  Stephen  and  Euftace 
defired  to  make,  againft  the  right  of  that 
prince  or  of  his  confort,  Matilda,  to  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy*  Certain  it  is,  that  he 
had  forn>od  a  deiign  of  attacking  him  iu 
that  country,  and  was  preparing  for  it  with 
great  ardour  ;  but  as  foon  as  Suger,  who  then 
^as  ablest  fpom  the  French  coupt,  jreceived 
N  4  notice 
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B  o  o  K  I.  notice    of   this    uncxpe£lcd    refolution,     ho 
^       ^'*"*^  wrote  to  the   king,   and  earneftly  entreated 
V.  suger,     hinm^  not  to  engage  inconfiderately  in  a  war 
ppi  -^S®?      ^gainft  the  earl  of  Anjou,  whom  he  himfelf 
had  made   duke   of  Normandy,   without  the 
advice  of  all  his  barons ;  becaufe  fuch  a  w^r, 
if  rafhiy  undertaken,  could  neither  be  carried 
on  without  great  difficulty,  nor  dropt  with 
honour.     He  alfo  fent  a  letter  to  the  earl  of 
Anjou  and   Matilda,   expreffing   the   greateft 
concern  at  the  difference  between  his  mafler 
and  them.     He  told  them,  that  he  had  been 
honoured  with  marks  of  extraordinary  favour 
and  confidence  by  their  father  King  Henry, 
and   had  done   him   great   fervices  in  many 
important  negociations  and  treaties.     Particu-r 
larly  he  affirmed,   that,  for  twenty  years  to- 
gether,   no    peace    had   been  ever  made  be^ 
tween     Louib    le   Gros    and    that    nionarch 
without  his  having  had  a  principal  (hare  in 
fettling    tlie   terms  of  it,   as   one    who  was 
Ibid.  cp.  153. equally  trufted    by    both   princes.     He   pro- 
feii'ed,  that  he  ftill  retained  the  fame  difpo- 
fitions;  and  not  n^erely  from   Iqve  of  peace, 
but  out  of  gratitude  for  the  favours  which 
Henry  had  done  him,  he  now  exhorted  the 
earl  of  Anjou  ^nd   Matilda  to  ufe,  with   all 
diligence,    their  utmoft  endeavours, v  by   the 
mediation   of  their    friends,  to   appeafe    the 
anger  of  the  king,  and  regain  his  afFcdion, 
while  it  wa$  yet  in  their  power  to  regain  it, 
and   before   he    had    concluded    any   league 
^ith  their  enemies.    Thefe  letters   had  9]! 

the 
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the  efFeft  he  wifhed.     Louis   was    jflopped book  l, 
frqiB  pyrfuiirg  his  intention;,  andu   when  he*"*"     y^-^-^ 
had  leifure   to  reflcdl  more   cooly  upon   it, 
he  difcovered,  what   his  paflion   before  had 
concealed,  the  very   bad  pohcy  of  agitating 
his  kingdom,  which  flood  in  fuch  need  of 
repofe,    with    new    inteftine   broils,    and   of 
making  that  potentate  an  implacable  enemy,    • 
whom   he   had  found  a  ufeful    friend.      He 
therefore  left    the    earl   of   Anjou  in  peace, 
^nd  broke  off  the  treaty  begun  with  Euftace. 
Whether  that  earl  had  gone  fo  far,  in  defe^ 
rence  to  him,  as  to  yield  the  point  in  dif^ 
pute,  we  are  not  informed:    but  it  may  be 
prefumed,    that,    agreeably    to    the    council 
given  by  Suger,    he  made  fome  concefEon§, 
in  order  to  recover  his  favour.     Nor  did  he 
think  it  advifeable  to  fit  down  content  with 
having  pnly  difpelled  the  prefent  ftorm  ;    but^ 
ibrefeeing  a  new  change  in  the  mind  of  the 
king,    endeavoured  to  prevent  the  effects  of 
his   levity  by  a  pegociation,  which  was  un^ 
doubtedly  concerted  between  him  and  Suger. 
A  propofal  was  n>ade  to  that  monarch  in  his^^^*  j^"^®^' 
name,  with  the  concurrence  of  Matilda,  that,  c.  28.  ^^* 
if  he  would  give  the  inveftiture  of  the  dutchy  Hiftor.  ejufd. 
of  Normandy  to  Henry  their  fon,  they  would 'pP^^J'^'^^^ 
cede  to  him  the  Norman  Vexin,  a  provinceR.de  Monte 
lying  betwixt  the  rivers  Epte  and   Andelle,^^''^"-^'^™" 
wherein    was   fituated   the   caftle  of  Gifors, 
which   had  been  the  principal  caufe  of  dif- 
cord  between  Louis  ie  Gros  and  King  Henry. 
|t  fccms  furprifiiig,  that  the  earl,  inftead  of 

jretajning 
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J^OOK  Lrttaimng   the   dutchy  under  his  own  adnai- 
^      'niftration,  as  he  had  hitherto  done,   fliould 
deiire  to  give  up  a  frontier  of  fuch   impor* 
tance,  and  which  had  cod  fb  mucH    blood, 
merely  with  the   view  of  procuring  for  his 
fon  the  itiveftiture  of  the  whole  !    Ivo  caafe 
is  affigncd    fdr  it  by  any  ancient  hiftoriaft: 
but  feveral  motives  may  be  well  fuppofed  to 
have   influenced  his  conduct   in  this   affair. 
He  probably  might  difccrn  that  his  fubjedts 
of  Normandy  deiired  rather  to  be  governed 
by  his  fon,  than  by  him ;  that  prince  being 
the  neareft  heir  male  in  defcent  from  WilliarA 
the  Conqueror,  and  now  of  an  age,  which| 
with    an   underftanding  fo  mature    and    for* 
ward  as  his,    they  judged  to  be  capable   of 
iftiftaining    the   weight    of   the  governnnent. 
Another  eonfidgratioo,  which  might  reafon- 
ably  appear  of  great  moment,   was,  that  the 
immediate  poffeffipn  of  Normandy  would  be 
very  ufeful  to  Henry,   in  afliiling  him  to  re- 
cover the  kingdonrj  of  England ;  as  the  moft 
powerful    nobles,    who    had    fiefs    in    both 
countries,  were  very  defirous  of  holding  tfaem 
under  one  lord.     And  to  (ecu re  his  title  to 
Normandy,    by  a   new   aft   of  the    French 
crown,- arifing    from  a  treaty    beneficial    tti 
that  crown,  was  doubtlefs  good  policy  :    for 
the    prctcnfions    of   Euftace    might    at    any 
time  become  formidable,  if  Louis   could   be 
induced   to    countenance  and    fupport  them. 
The  earl    of   Anjou    therefore    afted  a  very 
prudent    part   in   making    this    offer;    and 

Matilda 
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Matilda  gave  Mp  6rily  the  hartie  of  a  i5o\*'er,  B  o^o  K  i. 
which   flie    had   never    cnjoVed,   to  procure^       v^  i:^ 
^  folid    benefit   for  a  foh  v^h6m  fhe    loved^ 
Poffibly  tdb  flic  might  hdpe  to  have  a  more 
real  (h^re   ifl  the  govirfitoent,  when  veftcd 
iH  her  fon,  than  while  it  continued  in  the 
hands  of  her  htifband.     The  king  of  France, 
iSxtreitiely  pleafed  with  gaining  the  Vcxin^ 
granted,  without  any  difficuftyj  the  invefti- 
ture  they  defired.     For  that  piirpofe  he  went 
hithfelf  intd  Normandy,   about  the  autumn 
of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and,  . 
left   any  fatftign  there  (hould  be  inclined  to 
eppofe  his  defign,   he  led  an  army  thither, 
with   whfch  having,  as  fovereign,  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  the  diitchy,  he  delivered  it  all,  ex- 
cept, the  Vcxin,  to  Henry  Plantagenet,  after 
hearing  his  title  to  it  made  out  in  due  form^ 
aiid  receiving  his  homage. 

Thu^  was  this  prince,  even  during  the  life  A.  D.  u^o. 
0f  his  parents,  raifed  to  the  exercife  of  do- 
minion, and  formed,  in  the  eariieft  bloom  of 
youth,  to  all  the  regal  duties ;  learning  by 
j^raftice,  as  well  as  precepts,  the  Iciehce  of 
government,  which,  without  praftice,  no  in* 
ftru£tions  c^n  fufficiently  teach. 

The  earl  of  Anjou  had  certainly  great  rea-» 

fon  to  hope,  that,  after  this  lettlement  of  the 

ddtchy  of  Normandy    with  fo  much  fatif- 

^^diqn  to  both   parties,  nothing  could  foon 

*  happen 
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BOOK  I.  happen  to  difturb  the  good  harmony  between 
**  »'-'— '  Louis  and  Henry :  but  the  feudal  govern- 
ment, in  9,  country  where  the  fiefs  were  fQ 
great,  was  a  perpetual  fource  of  difcord. 
Qne  pf  his  Angevin  barons,  named  Gerard 
de  Berlai,  lord  of  Montreuil,  had  been  in 
Chron.Norm.  rebellion  ^gainft  him,  trufting,  as  it  ktms^ 
fybznn.1150.^^  the  ftrength  of  his  caftle.  It  was  indeed 
almoft/impoffible  to  take  it  by  ftorm:  but 
GeofFry  built  thrqe  forts  pf  ftpne,  which  en- 
tirely (hutting  up  all  the  paffages  to  it  for 
three  years  together,  by  this  kind  of  bloc- 
iLade  he  obliged  it  to  furrender,  and  took  the 
lord  of  it  prifoner,  a  little  after  the  ceffion 
of  Normandy  to  his  fon.  This  was  accounted 
in  thole  days  (as  appears  by  the  words  of  a 
contemporary  hi^orian)  an  extraordinary  and 
glorious  exploit,  the  hie.  of  which  (fays  that 
Ibidem,  author)  had  not  been  heard  of  fince  the  time  of 
Julius  Cafar.  He  meant,  I  prefume,  the 
long  contiouange  of  the  fiege  ;  it  being  then 
very  unufual  for  any  to  be  protraded  above 
three  or  four  months.  But  Gerard  had  found 
means  to  engage  the  king  of  France  in  the 
fupport  of  his  quarrel,  perhiaps  by  alledging 
that  he  was  not  a  vaffal  of  Anjpu,  but  of 
Poidou  ;  Montreuil  being  then  ^  ^idnO^  Qi 
the  latter,  if  the  author  of  the  Norman  Chro- 
picle  be  not  miftaken.  It  now  belongs  to 
Anjou ;  from  whence  it  is  probable  that  the 
right  to  it  was  doubtful,  and  a  matter  of 
contention  between  the  earl   of  Anjou  and 

dukes 
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dukes  of  Guienne ;  which  might  induceBOOK  i; 
Louis  to  confidcr  Gerard  de  Berlai  as  his  vaf-^'  '  '*  ' 
'  fal,  and  the  caftle  as  belonging  to  him  by  his 
marriage.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  took  upon 
himfelf  the  protection  of  both,  and  was 
much  incenfed  at  the  earl  of  Anjou,  for  de- 
taining that  lord  in  captivity,  as  well  as  for 
having  prefumed  to  demoli(h  the  cattle.  But 
GeofFry,  who  thought  that  he  had  done  no- 
thing illegal,  would  not  fiibmit  in  this  point 
to  the  royal  authority ;  and  the  difpute  upon 
it  grew  fo  hot,  that  Louis  determined  to 
chaftife  his  rebellion  (for  fuch  he  called  his 
refiftance)  by  force  of  arms,  Normandy  had 
no  concern  in*  the  quarrel;  yet  he  chofe  to 
begin  the  war  by  attacking  that  dutchy, 
either  taking  it  for  granted  that  Henry  would 
aft  in  defence  of  his  father,  or  believing 
that  GeofFry  would  be  more  intimidated,  if 
the  ftorm  fell  on  his  fon,  than  if  it  were 
direfted  againft  himfelf.  To  give  the  greater 
alarm,  he  fent  for  Euftace,  King  Stephen's 
fon  ;  who  readily  came  at  his  call ;  and  they 
marched  together  into  Normandy,  the  fron- 
tier of  which  was  open  on  the  (ide  of  thve 
Vexin.  About  the  middle  of  fummer,  in 
the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  they 
laid  clofe  fiege  to  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Arques. 
Henry  came  againft  them  at  the  head  of  an 
army  compofed  of  Angevihs,  Normans,  and 
Bretons  ;  the  laft  of  whom  ferved  him  as 
vatfals  of  Normandy,  of  which  Bretagne  was 
held    in    fief.      His    force    was    fuperior    to 

that 


BOOK  I.  that  of  his  energy,  and  the  ardo:ur  of  yotith 
'  made  him  wiih  for  an  cngagemeftt,  in  which  ' 

he  hop^d  that  he  might  vanquifti  a  king  of 
France :  but,  eager  as  he  was  to  acq.Mire 
ihait  glory,  he  fyifcr^ed  bircifelf  to  be  reftrained 
by  the  counfels  erf  fonae  of  his  oldeft  an^ 
wifeft  friends,  who  advifed  him  to  avoid,  if 
pailible,  a  battle  with  his  fovercign.  Their 
xsaution  was  reafonablej  and  it  did  Henry 
jnore  honour,  that  he  could,  at  his  age,  be 
jxrudent  enough  to  regard  it,  than  if,  agaiuft 
their  advice,  he  had  fought  and  conquered. 

Louis,  finding  the  duke  ft  ranger  than  he 

!had  expected,  returned  to  Paris,   in  order  to  ; 

raife  naore  forces,  without  which  he  was  fen-* 

,fible  be  could  not  fucceed;  as  none  of  the 

Norrp^s  had  revoked  in  favoui-  of  Euftace^  | 

He  was  now  reconciled  to  his  brother,  the  : 

earl  of  Dreux,  and  not  only  forgave  hina  his  ! 

treafonable   attempts,    but    trufted   aiid   etn-  i 

iployed  him  ;  his  temper  knowing  no  medium  | 

between  batred  and  confidence.     When  the  | 

new  levies  were  made,  he  and  that  prince  | 

went  together  .at  the  head  of   thofe  bands^  I 

and  fired  the  town  of  Seez,  which  belongecl  j 

to  William  de  Talevaz,  one  of  the  greateft  j 

Noxman  barons :  after  which,  the  king,  being 

indiipofeid,   returned   to   Paris,    but    ordered  : 

his  army  to  poft  itfelf  on  the  -bank  of  the 

Seine,  along  the  Norman  frontier  j  intending 

to    lead  it  into   Normandy  as    foon   as  his 

health  would   permit.     At  the  lame  time, 

the  earl  of  Anjou  .aud  Henry,  uniting  tb^i^ 

ioTCCSf 
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forces,  lay  on  the  borders  of  Normandy,  over- B  O OK  L 
againft  the  king's  troops,  and  ftttevyed,  that,'"  ■"*"'"' 
although  they  were  .d^firous  of  pcaqe,  they 
were  iiot  afraid  of  war.     If  Liouis  had  been 
able  to  aft,  the   affair  might    have   hecomo 
i»ery  feripus  :  but,  his  diftemper  increafing  to 
a  violent  fever^  he  willingly  agreed  to  a  fuf- 
penfionof  arms ;  during  which  growing  better, 
he  iii^eaed  to  propolals  for  an  accommodatioOt 
*  that  were  made  to  him  by  feveral  ecclefiat- 
ticJcs,  whom  the  earl  of  Anjou  employed,   aschron.Namu 
the  beft  negotiators  with  a  prince  of  his  cha-  "^  ^"pri- 
nStQT.      Probably  Suger    was  one   who  la- 
boured the  moft  in  this  treaty  :  for,   beiides 
the  regard  he  profefled  for  the  houfe  of  Aiigou^ 
!the  intereft  of  his  matter,  and  of  the  king- 
dom, which  ftood  in  need  of  a  Icmg  peace  to 
recover  its  ftFength,  muft  have  inclined  hina 
to  promote  it  with  all  his  power.     It  was  in- 
ieed  unpardonable  in  Louis,  £0  quickly  after 
he  had  granted  the  inveftiture  of  Normandy 
to  Henry   Plantagenet,    not  only  to  attack 
him,  on  account  of  a  difference  with  his  father, 
but  to  bring  over  Euftace,  with  an  apparent 
intention,  againft  the  faith  of  the  moft  folemn 
treaty,  and  while  he  aftually  enjoyed  the  bene- 
fits of  it,  to  reftore  the  dutchy  to  that  prince. 
Suger  muft  have  feen  this  levity  with  con- 
cern :    but  all    the    influence    that   minifter 
had  acquired  over  his  mind.,  could  OQt  hin-^ 
-dcr  the  firft  :heat  of  his  impetuous   temper 
fiom  hurrying  him  into  rafli  and  iuconfirtenC 
.a£ls.    The  utuQkOil  he  could  .do. was  to  f^lzp 
1  every 
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BO  OKI.  every  moment  of  cooler  thought,  and  bring 
'  him  back  to  reafon   by  gentle    reproofs,    of 

by   artful    infinuations.     Thus  he  feems   to 
have  proceeded  with  him  upon  this  occalion } 
and,  having  been  affifted  by  the  prudent  con-- 
dud  of  the  earl  of  Anjou  and  of  Henry, .  he 
re-eftablifhed  that  tranquillity  he  fo  much  de- 
fired.     The  terms  of  peace  were  only  thefe  } 
that  the  earl  {hould  give  up  his  prifbncr,  Ge- 
rard de  Berlai,  to  the  king ;  and  that  Henry 
(hould   renew   his    homage   for   Normandy* 
The  unhappy  Euftace  was  thus  fent  back  to 
England,  with  the  grievous  mortification  of 
feeing  the  dutchy,    which  he  came    over  to 
regain,  confirmed  to  his  enemy.     A  miferable 
condition   it  is  for  a  prince,  who  has  high 
thoughts    and    pretenfions,    to    depend,    for 
the  lupport  of  them,   upon  the  aid  of  ano- 
ther !  He  will  be   fet  up  and  caft  down  at 
every  turn,  juft  as  the  intereft  or  caprice  of 
the  potentate  upon  whom  he  relies,  or  the 
inclinations   of  favourites,    may.  happen    to 
change.    From  the  charafter  given  of  Euftace 
by  the  writers  of  thofe  times,  we  may  be  cer- 
tain that  he  felt  very  (harply  the  uneafinefs 
and  humiliation  of  fuch  a  dependence :  but 
he  w^as  forced   to  fubrait ;    and    (what  was 
ftill  more  painful  to  him)  he  durft  not  com- 
plain :    for   he  was    afraid,    by  (hewing  his 
refentment,  to   lofe   the   affedlion  of  Louis, 
which  might  be  ufeful  to  him  upon  other  oc- 
cafions,   and   trufted    to  the  urifteadinefs  of 
that  king  in  his  politicks,  that  the  houie  of 

Plan- 
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Pkntagenet  and  he  would  not  long  continue  book  l 
friends.  ""     T 

Henry,    being   now  ih  Iquiet   pbflfefliotl  ofCl^»*on.Norm# 
Normandy,  turned  his  thoughts  towards  Eng-  "'  "^^ 
land,   and  convened  a  great,   cduncil    of  the 
Norman    nobility,  in  order  to  confult   with 
them  in  what  manner  he  (hould  purfue  his 
claim  to  that  kingdom.     But,  while  he  wa^ 
eagerly  intent  on  the  refult  of  this  delibera- 
tion,  his  father^    the  earl  of  Anjou,  died  of^.  t)»  tij'u 
a  ifever,  on  the  tenth  of  September,  in  the  year 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  being  the  forty* 
firft  of  his  age. 

From  all  we  know  of  this  prince,  he  ap-lWd.  ibidem. 
pears  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  very  found  un-^J^*^'^^^* 
derftanding  ;  adtive  and  brave ;  but  cautious  ; 
and  lefs  a  warrior  than  a  ftatcfman.  Though 
he  paid  little  regard  to  the  notions  pf  piety 
inculcated  by  the  clergy,  where  he  found 
them  oppofite  (as  they  often  were)  to  his 
temporal  rights,  yet  he  had  a  fober  and  ra- 
tional fenfe  of  religion.  His  moral  charaSler 
was  good,  but  not  fliining,  rather  exempt 
from  great  vices  than  adorned  with  great 
virtues.  But  there  was  in  his  temper  a  happy 
moderation,  which,  when  fortune  was  ad- 
verfe  to  him,  enabled  him  to  wait,  with  pa* 
tience  and  firmnefs,  for  better  opportunities ; 
and,  when  favourable,  preferved  him  from 
infolence  and  prefumprion. 

He  left  three  fons  by  Matilda.     To  Henry,  Chron-Nornu 
theeldeft^  he  bequeathed  his  three  earldoms,  ^^  "^^ 
Vol.  II.  O  Anjou, 
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BOOK  h  Anjou,  Tourainc,  and  Maine,  except  the 
^^  '  caftles  of  Chi  noil  and  Loudon  in  Tpurainey 
and  that  of  Mirebeau  in  Anjou,  which,  with 
all  their  dependences,  he  gaye  to  GeofFry, 
his  fecond  fon.  Some  authors  have  faid,  that 
the  earldom  of  Mortagne  was  given  by  him 
to  William,  his  youngeft  fon.  But,  as  Mor- 
tagne was  a  province  of  Normandy,  which 
before  his  death  he  had  refigned  entirely  to 
Prince  Henry,  he  could  not  by  his  will  dif- 
pofe  of  it  to  another;  and  therefore  this  be- 
queft  (if  indeed  thene  was  any  fuch)  muft  be 
confidered  as  a  recommendation  of  his  third 
fon  to  that  earldom,  //  Henry  Jhould  he  w/T- 
ling  to  bejlow  it  upon  him.  It  is  evident,  by  an 
a£t  of  that  prince  not  long  afterwards,  that  he 
thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  it 
otherwife,  as  his  own  intereft  then  reqqired, 
Nor  do  we  find  any  legacy  of  money  be- 
queathed to  William  by  his  father :  but  his 
.  whole  fortune  was  left  dependent  on  Henry's 
^.^^^"'^^'fraffedtion.  Better  care  was  taken  of  GepfFry  : 
for,  befides  the  prefent  gift  of  the  above- 
mentioned  caftles,  his  father  directed,  by  a 
claufe  in  his  will^  that  if  ever  Henry  flioiild 
be  fully  poiTeffed  of  his  mother's  inheritance, 
that  i«/  of  England  and  Normandy,  he  then 
Ihould  give  up  all  his  paternal  dominions, 
namely  the  earldoms  of  Anjou,  Touraine, 
^nd  Maine,  to  his  fecond ,  brother.  Atid,  ta 
prevent  this  reverfion  from  being  difputed  by 
...  Henry,  as  he  apprehended  it  would,  he 
obliged  all  the  bilhops  and  barpns^  who  were 

with, 
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with  him,  to  take  an  oath,  that  they  would  BOOKI* 
not  luffer  his  body  to  be  buried,  till  Henrjr^  ■"''""'  '^ 
had  fwom  to  perform  indifcriminately  every 
part  of  his  will.  When  that  prince  came  to 
attend  the  obfequies  of  his  father,  he  was 
immediately  informed  of  the  oath  thefe  lords 
had  taken,  and  exhorted  to  take  that  required 
of  him,  before  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
contents  of  the  will.  He  refifted  fome  time; 
but,  being  urged  with  the  indecency  of  letting 
his  father's  corpfe  remain  unburied,  he  yielded 
at  hdj  though  with  great  marks  of  dtfcon- 
tent.  After  the  funeral,  the  will  being  open- 
ed, he  faw  why  the  teftator  had  thought  it 
ncceflary  to  take  fo  extraordinary  a  method  o£ 
forcing  him  to  fulfil  it« 

It  feems  that  Matilda,  after  the  lofs  of  her 
hufband,  reiided  con{hmtly  at  Roiien  {  and 
probably  (he  was  lodged  in  the  ducal  palace 
with  her  fon,  who  repaid  her  afFedtion  for 
hini  with  the  moft  pious  refpefl  and  filial 
tenderaefs.  The  defign  he  had  formed  of 
profecuting  his  right  to  the  crown  of  England 
was  (topped  by  his  father's  death,  and  by  the 
neceflity  of  taking  pofTeflion  of  his  three  earl- 
doms,  and  paying  the  homage  due  to  Louis, 
his  fovereign.  But  this  delay,  as  well  as  all 
other  accidents,  turned  to  his  benefit ;  for* 
tune  and  prudence  co-operating  equally  to 
aid  his  ambition*  For,  befides  the,  great  in* 
creafe  of  territory  and  power,  which  he  de- 
rived £rom  the  inheritance  of  his  paternal 
O  a  domi* 
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BOOK  I.  dominions,  a  much  greater  accrued  to  him  by 
'  his  flaying  in  France  at  this  time,  which  per- 

haps he  might  have  loft,  if  he  had  then  been 
engaged  in  the  troubles  of  Enghind, 

Genr.Chron.     rj.^     fufpicions,    which    Louis    had    con- 
Wavcriey,      ceived  of  his  qucen,  had  been  10  far  got  over, 
fubann.ii^z.Qr  at   leaft   quieted  in    his    mind,    that    he, 
gem" '    "    probably,  would  have  continued  to  hve  with 
Geih  Ludov.  her  as  well  as  he  had  done  for  fome  years,  if 
o^Jq.^^^'    fhe  had  fought  to  recover  his  afFedion.     But 
Neubrigenfis,  (he  did  the  vcry  reverfe,  frond  feveral  motives. 
Li.  c.ji.     pje,.    character   and   bis    were  fo  difcordant, 
that  it  had  turned  the  regard,  which  (he  ap- 
peared to  have  for  him  when  they  were  firfl: 
married,  into  a  fettled  averfion.     His  fuperfti- 
tious  devotion  and  unkingly  humility  raifed 
her  contempt ;   and  (he  often  complained  of 
her  having  married  a  monk,  not  a  king.     Be- 
iides  this  unhappy  difagreement  in  their  tem- 
pers, (he  was  of  a  fpirit  too  high  and  fierce, 
not  to  remember,  with  implacable  anger,  his 
hurrying  her  away  in  fuch  a  manner  from 
Antioch ;  which  had  brought  a  foul  ftain  on 
her  honour:    and,  fuppofing  his  fufpicions  to 
have  been  groundlefs,  one  cannot  much  con- 
demn her    for   fuch  a  refentment.      Inftead 
therefore  of  foothing  his  mind  to  a  forgetful- 
nefs  of  their  paft  quarrel,   (he  conftantly  ir- 
ritated and  inflamed  his  difpleafure,  hoping 
and  endeavouring  to  bring  him  to  part  from 
her  by  a  divorce  ;  for  which  a  decent  pretence 
was  eafily  found  in  the  ufual  plea  of  a  relation 

within 
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Within  the  de-^rees  forbidden  by  the  canons.  BOOK  L 
Louis  and  (he  were  fourth  coufins  ;    and,  had        ^      ^ 
they  been  coulins  only  in  the  feventh  degree, 
it  would  have  rendered  their  marriage  jiuU, 
by  the  canons  of  the  church,  without  a  dif- 
penlation    from   the   pope,    which   they   had 
not   obtained   before  their  union :    a  negleft 
hard  to  be  accounted  for,  in  a  match  of  fuch 
importai)ce  to  the  kingdom  of   France!    She 
therefore  pretended  a  fcruple  about  this  con- 
fanguinity;    and  partly  by   alarming  the  ti- 
morous confcience  of  her  weak-minded  huf- 
band,  partly  by  provoking  his  anger  againft 
her,  at  length  induced  him  to  come  into  her 
meafures  for  diflblving  their  marriage.     We  ^«"*>"g^nfi«» 
are  told  by  an  hiltorian,  who  lived  in  thofe  "^  "^ 
times,  that  it  was  faid,  her   inclination  for 
the  young  duke  of  Normandy  was  the  chief 
reafon    which  prevailed    with    her  to  defire 
and  procure  this  divorce.     Nor  is  it  improba- Y^*^*  auaorea. 
bfc :    for  Henry  was  handfome,  and  full  of"    '"  "^^** 
the  agreeable  fire   of  youth,   with  a  certain 
military  air  and  demeanour,  which,  to  a  lady 
of  her  gay  difpofition,  was  a  moft  powerful 
charm.     He  had  been  twice  at  the  court  of 
France  fince  he  returned   out   of  Scotland; 
once,  when  he  did  homage  for  the  dutchy  of 
Normandy,  and  again,  when  he  came  thither 
to  perform  the  fame  ceremony  for  the  earl- 
doms  his    father    had    left    him.     At   both 
thefe  times   he   faw  the   queen,    and   might 
have   many  opportunities    to    converfe  with 
her    freely.      Her    heart,    which    was    ab»  ' 
O  3  folutely 
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'•folutcly  eft  ranged  from  her  hufband;  might 
too  eafily  admit  a  pafiion  for  him  -,  and  that 
paffion  might  influence  her  to  prefs  the  more 
vehemently  her  reparation  from  Louis.   Whe- 
ther Henry  was  in  love  with  her.  Is  uncer'- 
tain.     Their  ages  were  unequal ;    for  (he  was 
thirty  years  old,  and  he  under  twenty  :    but, 
with  a  good  (hare  of  beauty,  and  niore  of  vi- 
vacity, (he  had  ftill  youth  enough  to  gain  the 
heart  of  a  young  man,  though  not  to  keep  it 
long*     One  paliion  at  leaft,  which  was  very 
ftrong  in  Henry,  (he  perfectly  gratified,  and 
better  than   any  other  lady  could  do  ;  I  mean 
his  ambition.     Nor  could  (he  make  a  fitter 
choice,  if  (bt  deiired,  as  (he  undoubtedly  did, 
to  vex  and  mortify  the  hufband  (he  quitted : 
for,  by  giving  herfelf,  and  tlie  dominions  of 
Aquitaine,  to  a  prince  already  poffefled  of  Nor* 
mandy,    Anjbu,    Toiiraine,   and   Maine,   (ho 
made  him  a  vafial  much   too  great  for  his 
fovereignj  befides  the  hope  (he  entertained  of 
his  making   himfelf  king  of  England,  after 
fuch  an  augmentation  of  power  and  ftrength^ 
as  he  would  gain  by  this  match.     It  is  there* 
fore*  moft  probable,  that  (he  aAed  in  confer 
quencc  of  a  plan    concerted  between    them 
at  their  laft  meeting.     Louis  was  the  dupe  of 
this  intrigue,  and  did  not  confider  fb  deeply 
as  he    ought  to  have   done  how  much  ho 
muft  lofe,  as  king  of  France,  by  annulling  a 
marriage  which  had  annexed  the  two  dutchics 
of  Guienne  and  Gafcony,  with  the  great  earl- 
dom of  Poi<aou^aad  all  their  dep€«.dant  pro- 

•  .  vlnQcSp 
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vinces,  again  to  his  crown.  Sugcr  was  dead  ;BOOK  h 
and  he  had  no  other  frhnd,  either  fo  honcft,  ^-"^v-*-^ 
or  fo  wife,  as  to  (hew  him  all  the  folly  of 
what  he  was  doing.  He  therefore  followed  Y*^- 8i"^®««« 
the  method  that  Eleanor  had  fuggefted,  and/"*'-^'^"P'^ 
having  aflembled  a  council  at  Baugency,  dc« 
Glared  to  them,  that  he  found  himfelf  trou^ 
bled  in  confcience  about  the  confanguinity 
between  him  and  the  queen  ;  which  being  at- 
tefted  by  the  oaths  of  fome  of  her  own  fela* 
tions  there  prelent,  the  council  unanimoufly 
diiiblved  the  marriage,  as  inceftuous  and  void, 
after  they  had  cohabited  almoft  fixteen  years, 
and  though  (he  had  brought  him  two  daugh- 
ters, who  were  both  living.  The  fentence  was 
likewiie  confirmed  by  the  papal  authority. 
Thus,  without  the  lead  mention  of  the 
queen's  infidelity,  which  ii)deed  could  not 
be  proved,  Louis  and  ihe  were  divorced,  to 
the  entire  fatisfaflion  of  both,  ])ut  infinitely 
to  the  detriment  of  him  and  his  kingdom ; 
for  no  reafon  or  colourable,  pretence  could  bo 
found,  after  the  marriage  was  declared  to  be 
•  null,  for  his  retaining  the  territories  belong- 
ing to  her  as  heirefs  to  her  father.  He  therer 
fore  refigqed  them  to  her,  however  unwil- 
lingly, and  againft  his  own  intcrefts.  Some 
modern  hiftorians,  who  blamg:  his  ill  policy 
in  that  reftitution,  feem  not  to  have  conr 
fidered  the  equity  of  the  cafe,  He  raay  indeed 
be  juftly  cenfured,  as  king  of  France,  for  ^ 
great   imprudence,   in  the  divorce ;    but  the  / 

relltorirjg  to  the  4u!tchefs  of  Acjuitaine  the  in- 
'  -  0  4  heritance 
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BOOK  L  heritance  (he  had  brought  him  in  right  of 
^"""^  '  their  marriage,  was  an  unavoidable  confe- 
quence  of  diffolving  that  marriage.  Neither 
would  her  friends,  nor  would  fhe  herlelf, 
have  ever  agreed  to  it  without  this  condition ; 
and,  if  any  oppofition  had  been  made  to  it  by 
them,  it  could  not  have  been  efFeflcd ;  for,  even 
with  .the  unanimous  content  of  all  parties,  it 
was  a  fcandalous  aft. 

The  daughters,  thus  illegitimated,  re- 
mained with  their  father  ;  but  Eleanor  went 
SeeMczerai.  immediately  into  Guienne.  If  we  may  be^ 
ctyie  ^  "g-jj^yg  fbme  modern  writers,  Louis  flatte  ed 
himfelf,  that  fhe  would  a^vays  remain  un- 
inarried,  from  her  bad  reputation ;  fayingi 
*«  her  behaviour  had  made  her  fo  infamous, 
^^  that  the  pooreft  gentleman  in  his  kingdom 
"  would  not  defire  to  have  her  for  his  wife.'* 
But,  admitting  that  fuch  an  exprcflion  did 
really  drop  from  hirn  (of  which  I  very  much 
doubt),  he  \vas  pxtremely  miftaken  in  his 
judgement,  More  than  one  prince  of  th^ 
nigheft  rank  in  France  defired  her  hand,  as 
foon  as  ever  he  had  fet  it  at  liberty  ;  either  not  . 
believing  the  reports  againft  her  honour,  or 
only  regarding  the  dower  that  (he  would 
bring  to  her  hufband*  One  of  thefe  fuitors 
was  the  fecpnd  Ion  of  Thibad  earl  of  Chani- 
pagne.  King  Stephen's  brother,  who,  after 
a  long  ficknefs,  was  lately  deceafed,  and  had 
left  his  territories  divided  between  three  of 
ChrPmNorm.his  fons ;  the  fourth  being  in  orders.  The 
ibare  pf  the  fe?ond  wa?  the  earldpms  of  Blois 

mi 
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;iHd  of  Chartres,   with  the  diftrift  of  Cfaa-BOOK  i: 
teaudun;  to  which  he  willingly  would  have  ^JjJ!]^JJ[~~*' 
added  the  dutchy    of  Aquitaine,  and  there- Turon. 
fore  made  propofals  ^  of  marriage  to  Eleanor,  f^f^^^* 
as   (he    pafled    through    Blois    to   Guienne ; 
which  Ihe  having  rejefted,  he  formed  a  de- 
fign  to  feize  her  perfon,    and    force   her   to 
marry  him :    but,    being  happily  warned  of 
it,  (he  efcaped  to  Tours.     Nor  was  ftie  yet 
in  fafety.     For   GeofFry  Plantagenet,    either 
not  knowing,  or  not  refpedling,  the  preten- 
Cons  of  his  brother,  was  no  Icfs  defirous  thaa 
the  earl  of  Blois  to  intercept  fo  rich  a  prize. 
He  could    not    propofe  himfelf   as-  an  equal 
match,  having  only  three  caftles  to  offer  in  re- 
turn for  all  her   ample    dominions;    but  he 
thought  that  he  might  pollibly  obtain  her  by 
force,  and  refolved  to  carry  her  off,  by  laying  an 
ambufli  for  her  at  Port  de  Piles,  on  a  fuppor 
fition  that  in  her  journey  between  Tours  and 
Guienne  (he  would  pafs  through  that  place. 
So  much  did  the  aftions  of  princes   in  that 
age  refemble  thofe  we  read  of  in  the  old  ro- 
nianges !    But  her  danger  at   Blois  had  ren-* 
dered  her  very  cautious ;  and  her  intelligence 
was  fo  good,  that  flie  got  notice  aho  of  this 
defign  againft   her,   before  it  was  executed; 
upon   which,  changing  her  road^   and  avoid- 
ing Port  de  Piles,  (he  arrived  fafe  in  Gui- Ocnr,  Chron. 
eune ;  from  whence  fhe  fent  mefl'engers  tQ^ubann.ii52, 
ienry  Pl^ntagenet,  offering  him  her  hand,  ^/^"^"2' ^' ^' 
•r  rather    confirming  the   offer    which    (he 
a^j  probably,  m^de  of  it  before  her  divorce  j 

mi 
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BOOK  L  and  acquainting  him  with  the  dangers  (hft 

'         had  run  in  her  journey.     Upon  the  receipt 

of  her  letters,   he  fet  oat  immediately  with 

A.D.  iri*.  £g^  attendants,  repaired  to  her  at  Poitiers, 
as  fbon  and  as  fecretly  as  he  could ;  and,  by 
a  fpeedy  marriage,  fecured  her  to  himfelr, 
before  the  king,  her  late  hufband,  had  even 
a  fufpicion  of  fuch  an  intention.  The  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  on  Whitfunday,  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-two,  within 
lefs  than  fix  weeks  after  her  feparation  from 
Louis.  When  that  monarch  was  informed 
of  her  having  fo  fuddenly  difpofbd  ,of  her- 
felf,  and  to  one  whofe  greatnefs  in  the  realm 
of  France  had  before  given  him  je^loufy,  he 
exprefled  much  difpleafure,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly alarmed  at  the  confequences  of  it, 
which  he  faw  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power 
to  prevent.  The '  fubjeds  of  Eleanor  were 
all  fatisfied  with  the  choice  (he  had.  made, 
and  no  fymptom  appeared  in  them  of  any 
unwillingnefs  to  fubmit  to  their  new  mafter. 
A  young  prince  of  a  common  fpirit  would 
have  now   repoled   for   feme  time,  to  enj6y 

^  the  pleafures  of  love,  and  the  pride  of  domi- 

nion, in  eafe  and  tranquillity.  But,  to  a 
great  mind,  every  nevv  acquiiition.  of  pov^rer 
is  only  a  ftep  to  fome  higher  view  of  ambi- 
tion. It  was  in  this  light  that  Henry  faw 
the  poffeflion  he  had  gained  of  the  dutchy  of 
Aquitaine,  He  coufidered  it  as  the  means 
of  recovering  England  :  and,  inftead  of  lay^ 
ing  his  aojbition  afleep  in  the  arms  ef  his 

agreeable 
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agreeable  bride,  he  determined  not  to  let  theBOO^J; 
fummcr  pafs  over,  without  vigoroufly  profe-        " 
cuting  his  daim  to  that  kingdom. 

The  civil  war,  by  the  fuperiority   which  VicLGul. 
Stephen  had  gained,    had  a  little  abated  its^^"^-^'*** 
fury:  but  the  worft  evils,  occafioned  by  it, 
continued  ftill  unreftraincd.     Obedience  and 
difcipline  were  loft    in   both  parties.     After 
Henry's  retreat  from  Scotland  his  friends  had 
no   leader,    who   had    authority   enough    to 
controul  them:  nor  was  Stephen  better  able 
to  govern  his  faftion.     The  Englifli  natioa 
had  iiiany  tyrants,  but  no  kipg.     Liberty  was 
dcftroyed,  and    licent\oufnels   reigned  in  its 
ftead,     1  he  nobles,  who  had  fought  under 
the  banner  of  Stephen,  became  more  info- 
lent  from  his  fuccefs,    but    (hewed    an    un« 
willingnefs  to  render  that  fuccefs   compleat 
and  decifive  ;  left,  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
troubles,  they  ftiould   put  an   end    to  their 
own  power  in  their  feveral  countries,  or  be 
accountable  for  the  abufe  they  had  made  of 
it  in  thofe  times  of  publick  confufion.     His 
mercenaries  alfo  protrafted  the  war  from  the 
fame  motive,  and  fupported   themfelves    by 
rapine;    for  he   could    not    maintain    them, 
having  not  only  wafted  the  great  treafure  laid 
up  by  his  frugal  predeceflbr,  and  all  that  he 
bad   been  able   to  extort    from  his  fubjefts, 
but  alienated  moft  of  the  demefnes  of  the 
crown.      Among   other    bad    expedients    toi 
»iiwer  his  wants^  he  had  miferably  debafed 

the 
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BOOK  I.  tKe  coin  of  the  kingdom:  yet  neither  that; 
"         nor  an  univerfal  venality  of  offices,  benefices, 
dignities,  honours,  could  fupply  the  expence 
of  fb  many  foreign  troops,  as  he  ftiil  thought 
it  neceflary  to  keep  in    his    fervice.     They 
were  unpaid,  and  confequently  ungovernable  ; 
refufing  all  difciphne,  and  tearing   from  the 
people,  by  all  the  violence  of  military   force, 
the  money  which  they  could  not  get  from 
the  king.     Nor  did  the  clergy  expe£t  from 
him  a  lefs  unbounded  complaifance  than  the 
army.     It  was  by  them  that  he  reigned,  and 
for  them  alone  would  they  allow  him  to  reign. 
Some  further  encroachment  on  the  civil  au- 
thority was  daily  riiade ;   fome  new  immu- 
jiity,    privilege,    or  jurifdiilion    claimed,    in 
behalf  of  the  church.     Not  only  the  prelates 
and    great   nobles    infulted  the  crown,    and 
invaded  its  prerogatives,  in  this  tiqie  of  its 
weaknefs ;  but  every  lord  of  a  caftle  arrogated 
to  himfelf  a  royal  power  in  his  own  diftrift, 
exercifing  all  judicature,  both  civil  and  cri- 
minal, and  even  coining  money,  in  his  own 
Neubrig.  ut  name.     Thefe  petty  fovereigns  were  conti- 
^Xceff^^   nually  at  variance  one  with  another  ;  and  as 
Steph.  r^is   much   blood    was   fhed    iii   their    particular 
ct  Brompton,qyarr^lSj  as  in  the  great  conteft  between  the 
houfes  of  Anjou  and  Blois.     They  even  hired 
foreign  mercenaries,  after  the  example  of  Ste-^ 
phen,    to    wage  their  wars  for  them  ;    and 
when  money  was  wanting,  inftead  of  pay,  or 
fi^bfiftence,  they  gave  them  the  pillage  of  lands 
iij4  houfes.  The  beft  men  of  both  parties  were' 

raoft 
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moft  expor€;d  to  thefe  depredations;  nothing ^^^OOKji; 
in  luch  times  being  more  unfafe  than  modera^  " 
tion  and  love  of  peace.  As  there  was  no 
power  remaining  in  the  laws,  or  the  magi* 
ftrate,  for  the  redrefliiig  pf  wrongs ;  every 
man,  who  was,  or  fuppofed  himfclf  to  t>c 
injured,  fought  redrefs  from  hi3  own  hands, 
or  thofe  of  his  friends  :  and  thus  no  crimes 
were  puniftied,  unlefs  by  other  crimes  of  a 
more  dangerous  nature,  fuch  as  perpetuated 
diforder  and  difcord,  and  tended  to  the  entire 
diflblution  of  government.  Out  of  this 
wretched  ftate  there  was  no  hope  of  drawing 
the  nation,  but  by  Henry's  recovering  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors. 

The  carl  of  Cornwall,  his  uncle,  a  little  chron.Norm; 
before  his  marriage  with  Eleanor,  had  gone  P-  9^5* 
over  to  him  in  Normandy,  deputed  by  all 
his  Englifli  friends  (among  whom  were  fome, 
whole  correfpondence  with  him  was  not  fuf* 
pefted  by  Stephen),  to  importune  him  to 
come  and  put  himielf  at  their  head  :  where- 
upon he  had  fummoned  the  great  council  of 
Normandy  to  meet  him  at  Lifieux,  as  they  ] 

bad  done  the  year  before,  about  the  fame 
bufinefs.  But  he  was  drawn  from  thencci 
in  the  midft  of  their  confultations  upon  it,  by 
the.  agreeable  invitation  he  received  from 
Poidou,  and  detained  fome  time  in  thofe 
parts  by  the  folemnization  of  his  marriage, 
and  by  the  homage  he  was  to  receive,  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  from  his  new  fubjefts  there. 
As  foon  as  he  poffibly  could,,  he  returned  into 

Normandy, 
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?^^^  h  Normandy,  no  lefs  eager  to  engage  in  his 
enterprife  upon  England,  than  he  had  beea 
to  obtain  th$  pofleffion  of  Eleanor  and  the 
dutchy  of  Aquitaine.  His  ardour  was  well 
ieconded  by  the  zeal  of  his  vai!als:  a  great 
force  was  raifed  in  all  his  territories  on  the 
continent ;  and  he  was  preparing  to  embark 
with  it,  at  Barfleur,  about  the  middle  of 
July ;  that  is,  in  lefs  than  two  months  after 
the  day  of  his  marriage ;  when  he  was  ftopt 
by  a  formidable  war,  which,  like  a  fuddea 
hurricane,  burft  upon  him  at  ouce,  in  Nor- 
mandy and  in  Anjou,  and  threateoed  all  his 
other  dominions  rn  France.  There  was  coa- 
federated  againft  him  Louis,  his  ibvereign; 
the  earl  of  Dreux,  that  king's  brother ;  Eu" 
ftace,  Stephen^s  fon  ;  the  young  earl  of  Blois; 
.  and  his  own  brother,  GeofFry  Plantagenct. 
Thcfe  princes  had  fecretly  made  a  treaty  of 
partition,  by  which  they  agreed  to  divide  all 
his  territories  on  the  continent  among  them*- 
v.Chron.  felvcs.  The  refentment  of  Louts  upon  ac- 
Norm.  fub  count  of  his  marriage,  and  a  defire  to  recover 
1151."^^'  by  force  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine,  induced 
him  to  engage  in  this  iniquitous  league.  The 
carl  of  Dreux,  having  married  the  widovir 
of  Rotrou,  late  earl  of  Perche,  and  enjoying 
that  earldom,  as  adminiftrator  or  guardian, 
during  the  infancy  of  her  {00,  had  fome  dif* 
putes  with  Henry,  as  duke  of  Normandy, 
about  certain  cables ;  from  which  caufe,  but 
ftill  more  from  a  view  of  advancing  his  for** 
tune,  which  did  not  anfwer  the  height  either 

of 
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pf  his  birth  or  his  mind,  he  dfo  fought  toB 00 K  I. 
(bare  in  the  fpoils  of  that  prince.     Euftacc    ~  "    '' 
moft  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  try- 
ing   to   recover   the   dutchy  of  Normandy, 
thinking  that  Louis  would  ^^upport  hiqa  with 
more  conftancy  now,  than  he  had  done  here- 
tofore;  as  his  animofity  againft  Henry  was 
greater.    The  earl  pf  Blois  might  be  incited 
by  feveral  motives  to  join  in  this    alliance  ; 
by  his  near  relation  and  friendftiip  to  Euftace  i 
by  a  hope  of  obtaining  the  favour  of  his  fove-» 
reign,  in  affifting  his  revenge ;  by  fbme  angei* 
againft  Eleanor  for  having  refufed  him,  an4 
againft  Heqry  for   being   preferred  to  himj 
or  by.  the  defire  of  enlarging  his  territories 
with  part  of  Anjou.     The   moft  extraqrdi-^ 
oary    circumftance   attending    it    was,    that 
Henry's  own  brother  fliould  be  conibined  inV.Neulji^ 
a  league  which  propofed  his.  deftrudion.     He^  ^  ^* 
could  affign  no  pretence  for  it,  except  that, 
according  %o  the  will  of  his  father,  he  was 
to  be  put  in  poflfeffion  of  all  the  Angeviti  ter- 
ritories, as  foon  as  Henry  (hould  be  poiTeiTed 
of  his  mother's   inheritance.     But   this   in- 
cluded England,  as  well  as  Normandy,  and 
therefore  his  claim  was  premature :  nor  was 
there  a  fliia^dow  of  juftice  to.  excufe  him,^  for 
fuch  an  unnatural  and  impious  attack  upon 
.%,  good  and  kind  brother.     Perhaps  he  dreaded 
the  relentment  pf  Henry  for    his  intended 
ape    of   Eleano?    at;    Port    de    Piles,    and 
ought  to   fecqF$   himfelf   by  a  greater  of- 
.i^ace,  as  gyi.lty  men  are  often  impelled  tq 
^1^    But  it  h  more  probable  that  ambitioa 

alonQ 
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BOOK  L  alone  was- his  motive;  the  fmall  portion  fi4 
'  then  enjoyed  not  being  iufficient  to  fatisfy  ^ 

mind  which  alpired  to  greatnefs.  Whateveif 
temptation  he  may  have  had  to  this  adl,  it 
was  in  itfelf  moft  atrocioufly  criminal,  and 
fuch  as  even  thofe,  with  whofe  defigns  ha 
concurred,  rauft,  in  their  hearts,  have  de- 
Chron.Norm.tefted.  Neverthelefs  he  allured  to  his  partyi 
«.  986,  987.  {qi^q  of  the  Angevin  barons,  and  by  their  aflift- 
fubann.1152.ance  gamed  poilellion  or  two  or  three  caltlea 
Hunt.  (.  2.6.  iti  Anjou;  while  his  confederates  marched 
into  Normandy,  and  there  befieged  Neuf- 
marche,  a  ftrong  frontier  town  between  Gour- 
nai  and  Gifors.  When  the  news  of  this  inva-- 
fion  was  brought  to  the  duke,  he  quitted  im- 
mediately his  defign  upon  England,  and  march-^ 
cd  with  his  army,  who  were  the  flower  of  Nor- 
mandy, Anjou,  and  Guienne,  to  give  battle  to 
Louis,  in  order  to  oblige  him  to  raife  the  fieget 
but,  before  he  could  arrive,  the  town  waaf 
furrendered,  by  the  treachery  of  the  garrifbn. 
The  whole  dutchy  of  Normandy  feemed  to 
be  now  in  great  danger;  and  all  men  ex- 
peiled  that  Henry  would  have  funk  under 
fo  powerful  a  confederacy ;  as  he  had  iioC 
one  ally  to  affift  him  againft  them.  Yet, 
notwithftanding  the  number  and  ftrengtli  of 
his  enemies,  the  fuddennefs  of  the  attack, 
and  the  lofs  of  a  place  which  had  been  a 
bulwark  to  his  frontier,  he  flopped  their 
arms;  and  fo  protedled  his  country,  by  an 
able  *  difpolition  of  the  troops  he  had  with 
him,  and  by  the  ftrong  reinforcements  which 

.  came 
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Came  to  htm  from  all  his  other  dominions,BOOK  I. 
that  the  confederates  every  where  retired 
before  him^  and  conftrained  to  quit  the 
dutehy,  after  having  feeil  him  not  only  de* 
feat  their  attempts,  but  ravage  the  adjacent 
demefnes  of  Louis,  arid  burn  fome  of  his 
taftles,  without  their  daring  to  give  hi  ill 
battle.  Upon  their  retreat  out  of  Nor- 
mandy, he  left  fucfi  a  force,  as  he  thought 
would  be  fufBcient  to  defend  it  againft  them, 
if  they  flbouW  teturn ;  and  carried  his  arms 
into  Anjdu,  to  oppofe  the  revolt  w^'ich  Y^^^- ^"^^^!^ 
GebfFry  Plantiagenct  had  excited  in  thofe^^^^^*"^  "^^** 
parts.  This  lie  performed  with  fuch  vigour 
and  fuccefs,  ^hat,  having  taken  the  ftrdngeft 
•cattle  belonging  to  that  prince,  he  fbon  com- 
pelled him  to  fue,  in  the  muft  fubmifliv^ 
TOartner,  for  a  reconciliation.  Nor  would  he 
grant  hifn  any  other  terms  than  barely  a  . 
pardon.  For,  however  expedient  it  might 
be,  in  the  prefent  conjun6lure,  to  pacify 
AnjoU,  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  en- 
courage his  brother  to  make  another  war 
upon  him  in  times  to  come,  by  allowing  him 
to  draw  any  advantage  from  this.  The  in- 
furredJion  in  that  province  being  entirely  fup- 
j^eflcd,  within  left  than  fix  weeks  after  its 
nrft  brfeaking  out,  peace  was  happily  fettled 
there ;  and  Henry  returned  into  Normandy, 
>rt^hich  the  confederates  had  Jtttacked  id  his 
a  fence,  but  without  being  able  to  do  ahy 
t  ing  of  importance.  They  perhaps  had  ex- 
I  fted  that  the  Norman  nobility  would  ndt 
Vol.  II.  P  have 
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BOOK  I.  have  adhered  fo  generally  and  conftantly  to 
•'  him  as  they  did  upon  this  occafion,  >aud  were 

difcou raged  in  their  enterprife  by  that  dif- 
appointment.  It  is  certain,  they  adled  with 
very  little  fpirit ;  and  Louis  falling  ill  of  a 
fever,,  to  which  diftemper  he  had  lately  been  j 
fubjeft,  his  army  mouldered  away  by  fre- 
quent defertions ;  fo  that,  wheh  he  recovered, 
.  he  was  forced  to.  retire  to  Paris,  where  he 
opened  a  negociation  for  peace  with  Henry : 
Vid.  auftorcs-.j  j^g^jg  his  temper  to  grow  foon  very  weary 

atat.utfupra.  &  .         t  •   T  *  ^      -^i  j-ii      i.- 

of  a  war  in  which  he  met  with  any  dimculties, 
or  ill  fuccefsi  the  holy  war  only   excepted. 
That  prince    received   thefe   overtures    with 
great    fatisfadlion,   wifliing  to  fee  all  difhir- 
bances  in  France  compofed,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  purfue  his  delign  upon  England. 
A  ceflation  of  arms  was  therefore  agreed  ou 
between  them,  the  earl  of  Blois  being  alfo 
comprehended  therein;    and  the  unfortunate 
Euftace  returned  toEngland  without  any  other 
benefit  from  this   expedition   than  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  town  of  Neufmarchee,  which 
Louis  delivered  to  him.      Henry,  who  had 
been  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  all  his  ter- 
ritories,   was    fecure    and   triumphant.     His 
very  enemies  loudly  extolled  the  intrepidity 
and   good-condud  (hewn   by  him^  in  thus 
maintaining  himfelf  againft  the  efforts  of  fo 
formidable  an   alliance ;    which,   being   the 
firft   great  occafion  of  exerting   his  talents, 
was  decifive  to  his  chara<9:er,  and  gave  him 
a  reputation   that  helped  him  to  gain   the 

Engliih 
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Eoglifh  throne  more  than  all  the  intrigues  SO  OKI. 
of  his  party  in  that   kingdom.     But,  as  he        " 
had  not  yet  concluded  a  peace  with  Louis,' 
he  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  going  over  to 
England  till  the  next  year.     In  the    mean 
time,  he  endeavoured  to  footh  that  monarchy 
by  proper  marks  of  refpeft  and  proteftations 
of  afre£tion  to  his  perfon   and  fervice;    de- 
firing  no  tritimph  over  him,  but  only  peace 
with  his  favour;    and  reprefenting  to  him, 
that  he  had  really  no  juft  caufe  to  complain 
of  his  marrying  Eleanor,  who,  being  divorced, 
was  free  to  difpofe  of  herfelf  in  another  mar- 
riage ;  as  (he  had  not  given  her  hand  to  an 
enemy  of  the  king,  nor  even  to  a  foreigner^ 
but   to   his    friend    and    his   vaffaL     There 
was  great  prudence  in  this  language  ;  and  it 
made  an  impreffion  upon  the  mind  of  Louis, ' 
which  from  this  time  began  to  mitigate  its 
rancour  towards  him.     What  conditions  of 
peace  that  monarch  had  propofed  we  are  not 
told.     He  probably  wanted  to  have  fome  parts 
of  Aquitaine  yielded  to  his  daughters,  that 
they  might  not  be  deprived  of  all  the  inheri* 
tance  which  he  had  hoped  they  would  receive 
from  the  dutchefs,  their  mother.     But  Henry 
determined   to  keep  the  whole  for   himfelf 
and  his  children,  according  to  the  articles  of 
his  marriage-contra^  with  Eleanor,  and  gave 
only  fair  words  to  appeafe  the  king  of  France. 
This  for  fome  time  delayed  the  conclufion  of   . 
the  peace,  though  the  truce  was  ftill  conti- 
nued ;   aiid,  during  the  negotiations,  Henry 

P  z  recom- 
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BOOK  L  recompenfed  the  fidelity,  which  moft  of  his 

^"^      *     ^b^ons   had  lately  difplayed   in   his    fervice^ 

Gervafc,  ut    with-  great  geiierofity  ;    knowing  how  advan^ 

%^a.  tagcous  it  is  for  a  prince  to  be  accounted  a 

liberal  rewarder  of  merit.    He  was  particularly 

bountiful  towiirds  his  new  fubjefts  of  Poi6lou 

and  Guienne,  who  had  flood  very  firm  to  him 

in  this  time  of  trial. 

While  he  was  thus  prudently  fortifying 
himfelf  againft  future  attacks  by  the  itiofl: 
certain  deffence,  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
Stephen  was  endeavouring  to  find  other  me- 
thods of  fecuring  to  Euftace,  his  eldeft  fon, 
the  fucceffion  to  his  kingdom.  In  6rder 
thereto,  upon  the  return  of  that  printe  out 
of  Normandy^  he -tried  to  caufe  him  to  be 
crowned  king  of  England  together  with  him^- 
felf-  By  this  means  he  hoped  to  bar  the  pre* 
tenfions  of  Henry,  not  only  in  his  owli  life- 
time, but  after  his  death.  The  thing  was 
new  in  this,  country  ;  and,  even  if  the  na- 
tion had  been  united,  it  would  have  required 
great  power,  and  very  fkilful  management, 
to  obtain  their  confent  to  it.  But  theeircym- 
itaiices  of  the  time  were  fo  ilnfavouraWe  to 
Stephen,  and  his  authority  was  yet  fo  un^ 
Ibidem*  fettled,  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  encourage* 
^^2^,^;.  ment  to  make  the  attempt.  Nevertbelcfs  he 
i.e.  J 7 Steph. undertook  it,  as  he  did  all  his  enterpHzeis-, 
Reg.  y^ixh  more  ardour  than  judgement ;  and,  daUing 

-togethei:  as  many  of  the  barons  as  paid  him 
obedience,  propofed  it  to  them,  and  to  thfe 
fpiritual  "lords;    never    refledting^    that,    al- 
5  though 
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though  they  agreed  unanimoufly  to  it,  the  BOOK  I. 
aft  pf  a  party  could    not   be,  confidered    as        ' 
the  aft  of  the  nation,  and  therefore  would 
not  afterwards  prevent  a  difpute  about  the  \ 

fucceflion.  But  he  could  not  induce  even 
this  ihadow  of  a  parliament  ta  ciamply  with 
his  dffire.  Th«  bifhops,  with  one  voice, 
jtfufed  their  confent,  the  pope  having  fent 
letter^  to  the  archbithop  of  Canterbury,  abfo-.  . 
Iwtely  forbidding  him  to  raife  to  the  throne 
the  fpn  of  a  king,  lobo  againft  bis  oath  had  ■• 

i^ped  the  kingdom ,  Thus  was  Stephen  de-^ 
clared  by  Rome  a  perjured  ufurper,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fornaer  bull  confirming  his. title 
by  the  authority  of  that  fee,  the  decifions  of  i. 

which  moft  (hamefuUy  varied,  according  to  \ 

the  intereftsvor  paffions  of  the  pontiffs.  This 
wa$  the  efiedl  of  the  intrigues  carried  on  be- 
tween Pope  Eugenius  and  the  archbiftiop  of 
Canterbury,  the  origin  of  which  hast  beforo 
been  mentioned. 

Stephen  now  faw  what  he  had  not  yet  ap- 
prehended, how  totally  he  had  loft  the  affec- 
tions of  the  clergy,  and  how  far  their  intei- 
ligence  vvith  Henry  had  gone.  It  is  very 
furprifing,  that  even   his  own   brother,   the  ^ 

bifhop  of  Winchefler,  would  not  fupport  him  ^    ^ 

in  this  bufinefs.     I  prefume  he  was  influenced,  "  ./ 

not  only  by  the  fear  of  pfiendiiig  the  pope,  ^ 

but  by  fome  fecret  regards  he  had  for  Henry. 
The  rage  of  the  king  and  of  his  iGbn  rofe  even 
to  frenzy,  when  they  found  their  defign  thus 
defeated  by  the  bilhops,  and  for  a  reafon 
P  3  more 
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BOOK  I,  more  ofFcnfive  than  the  difappointment  itfelf. 
'  To   conquer  their   obftinacy,   Stephen   gave 

orders,  that  they  (hould  not  be   fufFered  to 
leave  the  houfe  they  were  in  till  they  yielded 
to  his  demand,     A   confent   fo   extorted   by 
terror  and  violence  v^rould  have  been  annulled 
by  the  pope,  and  could  have  been  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  Euftace,  had  it  been  gained.     But 
moft  of  the  prelates  were  firm  in  refufing  to 
give  it,  even  at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  and 
above  all  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  After 
fbme  time,   by    a   negleft   in  guarding  the 
houie,    which   probably,  was  owing  to  cor- 
ruption, or  to  private  orders  from  the   king, 
the  primate   got  out,  and  made   his   efcape 
it\to  France.     His  brethren  were  then  fet  at 
liberty  ;  but  their  temporalities  were  all  feized 
to  the  ufe  of  the  king;  which,  however,  he 
foon  reftored,  retaining  only  thofe  of  the  fu- 
gitive archbifhop.     And  he  was   compelled, 
not  long  afterwards,  to  recall  that  prelate  to 
his  fee,  by  a  fentence  of  excommunication 
and  interdidl,  which,  if  this  was  not  done 
within  a  limited  time,  Eugenius  had  injoined 
the  biihops  of  England  to  pafs  on  their  fo- 
vereign,   and  on  all  parts  of  the  kingdom 
which  acknowledged  his  authority,  without 
appeal. 
V.  Thus  ended  this  bufinefs,  to  the  no  fmall 

^.  diflionour  both  of  Stephen  and  Euftace  ;  but 

youth  and  inexperience  made  it  much  more 
V.  Annates    cxcufable  in  the  fon  than  in  the  father.     The 
^"'l)cT  only  benefit  which  Euftace  obtained  by  it 
' .  .  was 
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was  that  the  earls  and  temporal  barons,  who  BOOK  h 
attended  this  convention,  did  homage  and'  ?^'~*^ 
fwore  fealty  to  him,  as  heir  to  the  crown  ; 
but,  the  bifliops  not  concurring  with  them, 
it  wa5  hatdly  worth'his  while  to  receive  fuch 
an  imperfeft  acknowledgement  of  a  title, 
which  future  events  alone  could  enable  him 
to  make  good. 

The  very  ofFeniive  behaviour  of  the  lee  of 
Rome  and.  the  Englifli  prelates,  in  this  afFairt 
made  Stephen  feel  with   greater  paip    how 
much  danger  might  arifc  to  the  general  weal 
of  his  kingdom,  from  the  increafing  influence 
of  the  papacy  over  the  minds  of  his  clergy.' 
His  attention  was  more  efpecially  led  to  one 
point,  the  confequences  of  which  his  wifeft 
counfellors    very   juftly   apprehended.     The 
law  of  England  being  a  barrier  againft  the 
whole  fyftem  of  papal  power,   the  prelates, 
who  were  become  fubfervient  to  that  power,  * 
and  continually  appealed  to  it  in  the  afi^irs  of 
the  church,  had  recourfe  to  the  canon  andY-Jg^.^^- 
civil  laws,  the  authority  of  which  they  en-  ^n,  five  de 
deavoured  to  exalt  above  that  of  the  former.  J^".?!^  ^""a^« 
A  profeflbr  of  them,   named  Vacarius,  was  ocrv.' A^tuV 
called  over  from  Italy,  in  the  year  eleven  hun-  Pont.  Cant, 
dred  and   forty-eight,  by  the   archbifliop  of  J,^„~*^^^. 
Canterbury,  and   under  his   patronage  theyp.  983.  D. 
were  taught  in  the  archiepifcopal  palace  and  ^^^^  ^^^\        j 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford.     Sonae  of  the  books  thorhate  jur,      / 


I      brought,  and  commented  upon,  by  Vacarius,  Ci^*i->-c.  7 

id  maxims  very  repug- 
lich  the  whole  policy-of 
P  4  the 


contained  notions  and  maxims  very  repug-*"' '^*'^* 
paqt  to  thofc  on  which  the  whole  policy-of 
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BOOK  L  the  Englifh government  was ereded.  Stephen, 

^     '      '  fronj  the  neceflity  he  thought  himfelf  under 

of  courting  the  favpur  of  Rome,  had  connived 

at  this  evil ;  but  finding  Eugenius  implacable 

to  him,  and  openly  at  war  with  him  and  liis 

fbn,  he  now  changed  his  conduft,  and  had 

the  refolution    to   publifti    an   cdi£t,   which 

filenced  the  profeflbr,   and  forbad  the  books, 

y^J^^^^-^^^."  Yet  little   regard  was  paid  to  this  prohibi- 

ct  in  ^piit?'  tion.    The  clergy  ftill  perfifted  to  addi£t  them- 

Seiden's  Re-  fclves  more  and  more  to  the  ftudy  of  thefe 

bool^on^**    laws;    and  their  implicit  fubmiflioa  to   the 

Tythcs.        decifiqns  and  decrees  contained  in  the  books 

of  cation   law,  particularly  in  the  colle(flioa 

called  the  Duretum^   which  had  been  pub-? 

lifl^ed  by  Gjratian  in  the  year  eleven  hundred. 

apd    fifty-one,   continued  in  this  and  many 

following  reigns,  even  till  the  reformation  of 

religion  was  compleated,  to  raife  and  fupport 

in  them  a  fpirit  of  independence  pernicious  to 

Ibciety,  and  principles  mcompatible  with  the 

obedience   they   owed  to   the  laws  of  t;heir 

country* 

Stephen,  having  thus  adl^d  above  his  own 
charafter,  and  according  to  the  maxims  of 
the  trueft  policy,  while  perhaps  he  only 
m^ant  to  fhew  hi^  refentment  of  the  hoftije 
condu£l  of  Rome,  betook  himfelf  again  to 
his  ngirlitary  operations,  upon  wlych  he  now 
perceived  that^he  muft  folely  depend  for  the 
future  fupport  of  his  government,  Thoie 
of  the  two,  preceding  years  had  oot  been 
very   cppiideraWej^    nor   fuch   as   one   might 

have 
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have  expeded,  when  he  was  fo  fupetior  hi  BO  OK  -L 
ftrength  to  his  enemies ;    the  caufo  of  which  v.  H7Hun- 
has  before  been  told.     During  that  time  histbgdon,  fub 
^ief  exploit  was  the  taking  9nd  burning  of^-ff/^. 
Worcefter,  which  city  the  eari  of  Meulant,  to 
whom  he  had  formerly  given  it,  now  held 
againft  bin>.     Thi§  nobleman  had  forfaken 
him,  and  aided  QeofFry  Plantagenet  to  finiih 
his  conqueftof  the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  in 
the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-three,  as 
I  have  related  in  writing  the  tranfa6:ions  of 
that  year :   fbon  after  which  he  went  to  the 
Holy  war,  and  was  now  returned  into  Eng- 
land.    Stephen,  mor^  incenfed   againft  him 
tKaa  againft  aoy  of  the  old  friends  of  Ma* 
tilda,   aflaulted   the   city  of  Worcefl:eF,  into 
\yhich  he  had  thrown  himfelf,  aiid,  having 
taken  it  by.ftorm,  gave  it  up  to  be  pillaged 
by  his  foldiers,  who  fet  it  on  fire;    but  he 
could   not  take  -the   caftle,   which   the  earl 
Doaintained'  very  bravely.     The  next  year  he 
^ai#  befiegedi  it  with  ftill  greater  forces,  and 
\fr^   ^epulfed  a.  ISbcond  time :    after  which  be- 
ha4.  recourfe  to  a  lefs  dangerous  method  of 
gaining  his    purpqfe,  viz.    the  building  twQ 
forts,  to  block  it  up ;   and,  lca,ving  a  part  of 
his   army,    under    the    command    of   fome 
nobles,    in    garrifon    there,    went    back    to 
London.    This  bl^ockadei  would  in  the  end 
Ijav^  conftr^jinqd  the  earl  of  Meulant  to  iur«* 
lender  his  ojiAle,  fpr.  vimb  of  neceiiary  pro-f 
vifipnsi.i^  he;had  nofe  h^m  fpeedily  relieved^ 
^:tl>g  hslp.of  thf  m^ioi  JL«kefl»r^  iM  mo- 
ther's 
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B o OK  L  thcr's  foil ;  who,  cither  by  pretending  aa 
'  ''  order  from  Stephen,  vvhofe  party  he  never 
had  left,  or  by  fome  other  artifice  not  ex- 
plained in  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  caufed 
the  two  forts  to  be  rafed.  And  yet  this 
lord  was  efteemed  a  man  of  virtue  !  Perhaps, 
finding  himfelf  fufpefted,  on  his  brother*s 
account,  and  remembering  the  fate  of  Geof- 
fry  de  MagnavlUa  and  other  noblemen  in 
Stephen's  party,  who  had  been  facrificed  to 
fiifpicion,  he  thought  it  neceflkry  to  confult 
his  own  fafety,  by  keeping  up  the  power  of 
his  family,  and  not  fuffering  any  part  of  it  to 
be  oppreffed.  Indeed  the  general  condudl  of 
the  king  had  been  fuch,  as  loofened  all  the 
bonds  of  truth  and  fidelity  ;  and  there  was  a 
contagion  in  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  which 
made  men  not  afhamed  of  violating  their  faith, 
and  gave  to  fraud  and  treafon  the  reputation  of 
.prudence. 

Stephen   would  naturally  have  called   the 

earl  of  Leicefter  to  an  account  for  this  adlion ; 

but  he  had  other  more  important  affairs  on 

his  hands,  particularly  his  defign  of  crown- 

V.HumIngd.j^gE^ftace.     When  that  had  failed,  he  re- 

Ccn^Chron.  turned  to  the  profecution   of  the  war,  and^ 

^373'  after  a  fiege  of  fome  weeks,    made  himfelf 

maftcr  of  the  town  and  caftle  of  Newbury. 

This    being    accompli(hed,    he    turned    his 

arms  againft  Wallingford    caftle,   the   chief 

place,  next  to  Briftoi,    that    now  -remained 

in  the  hands  of  his  enemies.     It  could  not 

be  taken  but  by  famine;   and  therefore  hp 

had 
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had  conftrufted  fevcral  .forts  round  about  It, BOOK  l. 
to    block    it    up.     The   principal   of  thcfe, ' 
which  he  called  the  cattle  of  Craumers,  was 
very  ftrong  5  and  he  had  left  there  a  large 
garrifou,  to  reftrain  that  of  Wallingford  from 
making  excurfions.      The   latter,    however, 
were  not  fo  entirely  (hut  up,  but  that  they 
ftill    preferved    a  communication   with    the 
neighbouring  country,  by  a  bridge  over  the 
Thames,   which  ran  clofe  under  the  outward 
wall  of  the  cattle.     In  order  to  cut  off  this 
paflage,  and  complete  the  blockade,  Stephen 
erected  a  fort  at   the    head    of  the    bridge, 
which  made  it  impoffible  for  the  troops  that 
defended    the   cattle    either   to   go   out   for 
provifions,  or  receive  any  in;    and  reduced 
them   in  a  Ihort    time  to    grievous  ,  want. 
Brien   Fitz-comte,  their  governor,  who  was 
a  perfon  of  high  rank  and  confideration  in 
the   party,  feeing    their  condition   fo  defpft- 
ratc,  found  means  to  fend  a  mcffage  to  Henry 
Plantagenet,    defiring    afiittance    from    him 
without  delay,   or   permiflion    to   furrender 
the   cattle   to    Stephen.      That   prince    was 
njuch  ditturbed  upon  receiving  this  meflage, 
and  greatly  perplexed  what  part  to  take.     It 
was  now  the  depth  of  winter,  a  feafon  very 
unfit  for  patting  the    fea;   and  a  worfe  ob*^ 
ftacle  to  it  was,  that  he  had  not  yet  made 
peace  with  the  king  of  France.     Neverthe- 
lefs,  as  he  aj)prehended  the  total  difcourage- 
ment  of  his  party  in  England,  if  he  fliould 
fufferaplace  of  fuch  importance  ;o  be  loft, 

he 
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BOOR  I.  he  determined   to  go   over^   trufting  to   the 

*        tru?e  between  him  and  that  prince^  which 

he  fluttered  himfelf  he  might  foon  convert 

^  a,  peace,  by  being  a  little  more  yielding, 

than  he  had  hitherto  b^en,  in   the    treaty. 

>[;Sr987.^''**'  "^^'b  KT""'  ^'^''&^^^y  preparing  to 
C,  execute  thi$  relolutioni  Louis,  informed  by 

Ncubrigcnf.  Jluftace  of  what  confequeiice  it  would  be  to 
ti-c.29.  ^etaiu  him  in  Normapdy  at  fuch  a  critical 
tim^»  feat  tQ  return  the  hoftages,  which  he 
had  received  from  him  oji  account  of  the 
truce,  and  to  take  back  thofe  he  had  given  : 
^lotifying  thereby  his  intention  of  imme- 
diately renewing  the  war,  Henry  was  now 
•tinder  ftiU  greater  difficuhies  in  determining 
fcis  conduct*  To  leave  his  dominions  on  the 
qontioent  exhaufted  of  troops,  when  they 
^iwere  menaced  with  an  inftant  invafion  from 
fo  powerful  a  prince,  he  thought  very  im*^ 
pywdent,  and  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the 
maxims  he  had  learnt  from  his  f^her  acid 
grandfather,  always  to  prefer  the  tonferva- 
tion  of  prefent  and  certain  poffefliona  to  the 
purfuit  of  uncertain  hopes.  At  the  fame 
i;ime,  his  friends  in  England  defired  him  to 
bring  a  great  force  to  their  aid;  and  to  go 
with  a  fmall  one  would  expofe  him  to  evi- 
dent  danger,  and  might,  probably,  hinder 
many  from  declaring  ia  his  favour,  who 
would  be  willing  to  do  fo^  if  they  (hould  fee 
him  attended  by  a  numerous  army.  The 
conjunfture  appeared  to  be  decifive.  Stephen 
\Bfas  now  iuaftate  of  hoftility  with  Rome 

and 
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and  his  bifliops,  a  eircumft^nce  olFthe  higheft  JooK  l 
advantage  to  his  enemies.  That  quarrel 
might  be  made  up ;  JEugenius  was  old,  and 
likely  to  die  vtry  foon ;  another  pope  Well 
difpofed  to  the  houfe  of  Kois  might  be 
choleni  The  Archbilhdp  of  Canterbury 
would  think  himfelf  flighted  and  ill  ufedj 
if  Henry  did  iK)t  fupport  him,  but  fuffered 
the  p6wer  of  the  king  to  increafe,  when,  iti 
all  probability >  the  whole  ftrength  of  it 
Would  be  ekerted  in  puniftling  thofe  wh6 
had  ventured  to  fet  hini  and  his  fon  At  "de^ 
fiance.  The  bilhop  of  Wirichfefter  alio 
ile^ld  be  obliged  to  return  to  the  interefts 
dfhis  brother,  unlefs  the  pArt  he  had  lately 
't&ken  againft  him,  in  the  vfery  impartant 
affair  of  his  fdn's  coronatioh,  \Vas  juftlfied 
hf  th€  courageous  proceeding  of  Henry. 
Noa:  was  it  only  his  friends  among  the  clelrgy 
whom  that  prince  was  afraid  to  lofe  by 
negle^ing  this  crifis.  The  earl  ofChefter^s- 
irrefolution  was  not  to  be  fixed,  but  by  his 
prefence  in  England ;  and,  if  he  loft  that 
potent  lord,  he  loft  the  chief  fupport  of  hi^ 
party.  The  earls  of  Pembroke  and  Hert- 
ford would  probably  make  their  peace  with 
Stephen,  if  they  faw  the  affairs  of  that  nio« 
barch  in  a  profperous  ft^te ;  ^ind  others 
woiild  be  deteri-ed  from  declaring .  againft 
him,  upon  whofe  aid  the  duke  of  Normandy 
teew  he  niight  tount,  if  he  could  flop  the 
;)refeiit  coutfe  of  Stephen's  fuccefs.  Among 
thefe  the  earl  of  .Leicefliet  was  a  principal 

object 
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BOOK  lobjfciSt  of  his  hopes  aiid  attention :  for  that 
^^  ^^^~*^  nobleman  had  too  much  ofFended  the  king, 
uot  to  defire  to  take  from  him  the  power  of 
being  revenged  :  but  he  would  not  engage 
with  Henry  in  his  abfence,  nor  go  any 
greater  lengths  towards  a  revolt,  till  he 
(hould  fee  what  fupport  he  would  be  likely 
to  find  in  changing  his  party.  The  fufFering 
Wallingford  caftle  to  fall  into  the  power  of 
Stephen  would  be  an  indelible  flain  to  the 
honour  of  Henry,  and  produce,  not  only  fear 
and  dejed:ion  of  fpirit,  but  coldnefs  aiid 
alienation  in  all  his  adherents. 

Having  well  weighed  all  thefe  things, 
but  chiefly  confulting  his  o*wn  magnanimity, 
and  rather  confidering  what  was  moft  hoiK)ur- 
able  for  him  to  do,  than  what  was  mod 
fafe,  he  determined  to  go  into  England, 
A.  D.  1 153.  without  lofing  a  moment  of  time.  Yet, 
that  he  might  not  expofe  his  territories  in 
France  to  any  danger  ,  during  his  abfence, 
C^'?"*^?''™- he  left  behind  him  much  the  greater  part 
utfupi"^*  of  the  forces,  which  he  had  intended  to 
carry  over  with  him,  and  embarked  with  a 
body  of  only  three  thoufand  foot  and  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  knights;  trufting  that  his 
prefence  would  encourage  his  party  to  join 
him,  and  rfiat  he  (hould  be  ftrengthened  by 
almoft  a  general  defection  from  Stephen. 
He  had  a  paflage  more  favourable  than,  from 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  he  could*  well  expedl, 
and  landed  very  happily,  it  is  not  faid 
where,  but  probably  at  Wareham,  on  the 

lixth 
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iixth  day  of  January,    eleven   hundred   and  book  l 
fifty-three.  The  king,  liniagine,  cither  had  no  (j^rv/chrol 
fleet  at  that  time,  or  had  ncglefted  to  guard  iubann,i  153. 
the    fea  between    England    and   Normandy,  ^^JJ^^s^  ^t 
from    an    opinion     that    Henry    would    bcH.Huntingd. 
flopped  by  the  war  renewed  againft  him  i"c^*^°J*** 
France.  ^  '  CWNo^. 

As  foon  as  the  arrival  of  that  prince  wasp.  687»  688. 
known,  his  mother's  old  friends,   who  had  ^^";„^^^^^^^^^ 
not  yet  made. their  peace  with  Stephen,  im- 
mediately joined  him :  but  they  were  fome- 
what  diflieartened  at  his  not  having  brought 
a  greater  army  ;  and  thofe  of  the  other,  party, 
who  had  given  him   hopes  that  they  would 
declare  for  him  as  foon: as  he  (hould  land, 
fhrunk  back  from  their  promifes  when  they 
found  that  he  was  come  no  better  attended. 
The  biftiops  themfelves,  who  had  been  more 
eager  than  any  others  in  calling  him  over, 
retnained  unaftive.     A  man  of  lefs  refolution 
would    have  been    intimidated    and    difcon- 
certed  at  this  difappointment :  but  he,  full  of 
confidence,    endeavoured  to  raife   the   fpirits 
of  his  friends  by  the  alacrity  of  his  own  cou- 
rage, and,  having  called  a  council .  of  war, 
told  them,  he  thought    their    ftrength    fuf- 
ficient  to  win  the  crown  for  him,  and  deli- 
ver   themfelves    from     the    tyranny    under 
which    they    groaned,    though   not    another 
man  fhould  flir  to  affift  them :    y?t  he  did 
not   queflion    that    they  would  prefently  be 
joined  by  great  numbers,  if  they  afted   with 
vigour;    whereas,    if   they   difcovered    any 

fym- 
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BOOK  I,  lymptoms  of  fear,  they  muft  defpair  of  alt 
fupport.     He   concluded   by   declaring,   that 
he  was  refolved  to  undertake  fome  corifider- 
able  aftion  without  lofs  of  time ;  and  defire^ 
them  to  advife  him,  what  he  (hould  firft  be* 
gia  with:   as  they  were   better  acquainted, 
than  he  was,  with  the  country.     Hereupon 
,    they  unanimoufly  gave  him  their  opinion,  that 
he  fhould  lay  liege  to  Malmlbury  ;  a  place 
which,  if  he  could  take   it,    would   greatly 
facilitate  the  relieving  of  Walliligford,  and 
which  they  hoped  he  tnight  make  himfelf 
xnafter  of,  Ijy  a  fudden   attack^  before  the 
king  could  draw  his  forces  together.     This 
cotiilfel  pleafed  him :  he  inimediately  marched, 
aflaulted  the  town,    and  took  it  in  a  vferjr 
fhort  time,  together  with  the  caftle,  except 
one   tower,   which    being  too   ftrong  to  be 
taken  by  affault,   he  blocked  it  up,  vvith'a 
dejfign  of  reducing  it  by  famine.     Stepheii, 
Vid.  au^ores  yvho   had    intelligence   of   his    having    per» 
Gitat,utfupra.^^^^^j  this  fpirited  aftion  almoft  as  fodn  as 
he  heard    of  his  landing   in    England,   was 
much  alarmed.     He  made  all  the  hafte  he 
could   to    afl'emble    his    forces,    and    having 
formed  a  great  airmy  marched  diredly  fo  thfc 
enemy^  and  offered  them  battle.     But  Henry, 
who  was  much  inferior  to  him  in  numbers, 
kept  himfelf  clofe  in    his  camp,  which  oh 
one  fide  was  defended  by  the  walls  of  thfe 
town,  and  on  the  other  by  the  river  Avon  ; 
continuing  ftill  the  blockade  of  the  tower  of 
Malttifbury,   and    avoiding  to  fight^   unkfs 

Stephen 


OF   KIN©   HENRY   ll,  Hf 

Stephcfn  ihould  attack  him;  which  he  could B o o K  I- 
not  do  in  fuch  a  poft,  without  extreme  dijF^, 
advantage;.  Thit  monarch,  neverthelefs/ de- 
termined to  rifque  it :  for  he  found  .his  army 
fuffer  much  by  the  feverity  of  the  cold,  and 
apprehended  that  delay  would  ftrengthen  the 
duke.  He  therefore  advanced  to  the  river^ 
with  a  refolution  to  pafs  it,  though  he  faw 
the  enemy  all  drawn  up,  in  order  of  battle, 
on  the  oppofite  bank.  But,  as  he  came  on^ 
there  ^rofe  a  wintry  ftorm,  with  violent 
ihowcrs .  of  hail  apd  fleet,  which  drove  di- 
reftly.iu  the  faces  of  his  men,  who,  quite 
tcnumbed  with  the  wet  and  cold,  loft  all 
life  qfthdr  arms,  all  ftrength,  and  courage; 
while  thofe  of  the  duke,  having  the  wind 
in  their  backs,  and .  being  much  better  Ihel* 
tered,  fufFered  little  by  it.  The  river  was 
fwelled.  by  the  rains  and  rendered  impaflable  ; 
fo  that  Stephen,  defpairing  now  of  any  fuc- 
cefs,,  and  unable  to  bear  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  which  continued  very  bad,  re- 
tired to  London. 

This  h%i  great  confequences  in  favour  of  the 
duke.     S6on  afterwards  the  tower  of  IV^almf- 
bury  was  furrendered;  the  earl  of  Jlreicefter 
declared  for  him ;    the  countefs  of  Warwick^ 
whofe  huiband  was  then  dying,  delivered  to 
him    that    caftle;    and  thirty   other   ftrong 
t^lacea,   in   different    parts  of  the  kingdom, 
/ere  like.wife  .  yielded   up*     The   people   all 
eli^ved  that  Heaven  fought  for  him ;  a  no- 
on thgt  did  him  mych  iervice^     His  force 
yoL*  IL  Q  was 
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BOO  K  L  ^as  now  fufficient  to  enable  him  w  tttempt 
^  ^  ^  the  rdieviflg  of  Wallingfoi'd,  which  obj^ 
he  had  moft  at,  heart :  nof  would  it  i«ffbr 
*ny  longer  delay;  the  garrifon  being  rcadjT 
fo  periih  with  fanzine.  He  therefore  marched 
(hither,  with  all  (K}i{ible  expedition  }  pafiTedon^ 
molefted  throagh  the  whole  chain  of  fdMi» 
that  Stephen  had  buik  roand  about  ie^  Mi 
rfe-viflualled  the  caftle:  the  garrifoDS  df 
thofe  places  not  daring  to  fally  out,  or  give 
vid.  auaorcs  ^^^y  obftruftion  to  hid  enterprife^  Havhig 
accomplimcd  his  pn^rpofc,  be  proceeoea  W 
befiege  the  caftle  of  Crauitters^  the  ftroogeft 
of  the  forr3  aboveftientrofied  AcCordinglfi 
he  drew  lines  of  circiirttv^tatbn  about  it,  aild 
extended  theM  from  thencd  to  Walfingleird 
caftle.  Thus  he  cut  off  all  fopplies  frotti'  the 
garrifon,  and  efFeftusUy  p'Wvented  the  fiegd 
he  was  making  from  bcnifg  diflfUfrfcedf  by 
mcurfiofts  of  the  enemy's  troops  out  of  tl« 
Other  fmaller  forts.  He  had  leifilre  to  cofti*' 
plcte  t^hefe  woi^k^j  before  Si^phea,  Who  ftaid 
lome  time  at  London  to  refrelb  dtvd  rfetfuit 
his  forces,  was  able  again  to  take  She*  field. 
At  laft  that  prince,  having  m^de  the  ut«l!*ft 
efforts  to  coUe£i:  his  whole  ftrength,  mari^hed 
towards  Wallingford  with  an  atxhy  more 
numerous  than  the  duke*Si*  Majby  of  the 
barons  attended  his  ftand  ird^  mid  anSOng  tbeni 
the  earl  of  Arundel,  a  m^n  famous*  for  bis 
eloquence  no  lefs  thain  tor  his  va tour.  WiHidrK 
of  Ipres  was  likewife  tber^  «  thfe  J*ead 
of  the  mercenaries.     Foremoft^  of  all)  add 

moft 
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flidft  cigeir  tt>  fight^  w^s  Prince  Euftace,B^c>K  i. 
b^ilig  flred^  ttbt  only  by  the  ardour  of  youth ' 
liiid  |;r6at  natural  couragfe,  but  by  ftrbng 
em\ilatidh  againft  Henry,  the  rivai  of  all  his 
{>rteteii(idns.  Both  had  from  their  infancy 
beetle  bred  Up  ih  ^ftpeftation  of  the  kingdom 
Of  Englarid  i  both  had  been  inVefted  with  thi 
dutchyof  N&riti^ndy;  both  had  married  wivbs 
of  the  firll  rank  In  Europe ;  their  age  was  the 
iatnfe  ;  their  valbut  equal :  but  iti  wifdom^  in 
ktifowtedge;  in  the  decency  and  the  dignity  of 
hh  behaviour^  in  aM  the  virtues  tif  civil  life^ 
Henry  xVas  vaftly  fuperior  to  Euftate, 

A^  fdon   a6  the  fbrtiier    hail    int&lligeiicii 
that  the  king  Was  cbming  againft  him^  hd 
midd  a  fudded  fally  out  of  WalHiigford  caftie^ 
and  tbok  by  ftortti  the  fort  ttt  th$  hidd  df  the 
bridge,  which  Stephen  had  eredted  the  year 
beforb.     Having   thus    opened  tb  himfelf  a 
free  paflkge  o<^er  the  river^  and  a  cbtrimuni- 
catidri  to  the  caftle  with  the  cotintty  on  that 
fide»  he  thrdw  down  his  lines,  and  marched 
i>ut,   with  great  alacrity,  to  meet  the  kingvid.  auaoret 
and  give  him  battle.     For,  thbugh  inferior  ^^^-^'^^P"- 
in   numbet^^    yet  as  the  difparity  was  ndt 
Very  great,  he  thdught  it  more  pnidfent,  as 
well  as  more  for  his  hondur,  to  brave  the  ene- 
my iti  the  field,  than  to  vi^ait  fbr  him  behind 
entrenchments ;  an  army  being  much  ftrongei:; 
by  the  fpirk,  and  co<ifidcnce  in  its  own  valour,   , 
which  fuch  an   animating  condud  infpire^, 
than  by  the  ttticertain  defence  of  ditches  and 
tamparts.  .  Nor  yet  did  he  totally  rai{e  thfe . 
liege  ht  had  formed,  but   left  a   fufiicient 
Q  z  force 
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BOOK  I.  force  to  continue  the  blockade  of  the  caftle 
'  of  Craumers  till  he  (hould  return.     He  had 

not  gone  very  ftr,  when  in  the  midft  of  a 
wide  and  open  plain  he  found  Stephen  en- 
camped,  and  pitched  hia  own  tents  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  him,  preparing  for  a 
battle  with  all  the  eagernefs  th^t  the  defire 
of  empii'e  and  glory  could  excite  in  a  brave 
and  youthful  heart  elate  with  fuccefs.  Ste- 
phen aifq  much  wilhed  to  bring  the  conteft 
between,  them,  to  a  fpeedy  decifion ;  but, 
while  he  and  Euftace  w$re  confulting  with 
William  of  Ipre?,;  in  whofe  afFedion  they 
moft  .Confided,  and  by  whofe  private  advice 
tliey  took  all  their  meafures,.  the  e^rl  of 
Arundel,  h^vipg  .affenibled  the  Elnglifh  no- 
bility and  prinoippl  officers,  fpoke  to  this 
effeft:  ..     _..      • 

.;  ^*  U  h  now  above  fixteen  years,  that,  on 
<<  a  doubtful  and  difputed  claim  to  thfecrown, 
"  the  ragc:  of  civil  .iMar;has  almoft  ooutinu- 
**  ally;  in^fted  this  kingdom.  During  this 
«  melancholy  period  how  much  blood  h?is 
**  been  (hed !  what  devaftations  and,  mifery 
*«  have .  been  brought  on  the  people  I  The 
'*  laws', have  Ipft  their,  force,  the.  crown  ittJ 
*«  authority  :  liceritioufnefs  and  icnpunity 
^\  have  (haken  all  the.fpundatipils  of;  pviblic 
«  fecurity,  .This  great  .and  noble,  .nation 
«  has  been  delivered  a  prey  to  the  l^afeft  of 
*'  foreigners,  the  abommable  fcuo)  qf  Flan- 
<^  dersi  Brabant,  and  Bretagne,  robbers  ra- 
**  ther  than  •  foldiers,  reftrained  by  no  laws 

f«  divine 
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«<  divine  or  human,  tied  to  no  country,  fub-BOOK  i. 

<«  jeft  to  no  prince,  inftruments  of  all  tyranny,  ^^ ^^-^^ 

*«  violence,    and   oppreffion.      At  the   fame 
^*  time,  our   cruel   neighbours,    the   Welfli 
*<  and  the  Scotch,  calling  themfelvcs  allies 
*«  or  auxiliaries  to  the  emprefs,  but  in  reality 
*«  enemies  and  deftroyers  of  England,  have 
*«  broken  their  bounds,  ravagpd  our  borders, 
**  and  taken  from  us  whole  provinces,  which. 
^^  we  never  can  hope  to  recover,  while,  in- 
*<  ftead  of  employing  our  united  force  againft 
*<  them,   we  continue  thus  madly,  without 
^*  any  care  of  our  public  fafety  or  national 
*«  honour,  to  turn  our  fwords  againft  our  own 
**  bofoms.    What  benefits  have  we  gained  to 
*^  compenfate  all  thefe  lofles,  or  what  do  we 
"  expeft?    When    Matilda  was  miftrefs  of 
"  the  kingdom,  though  her  power  was  not 
'*  yet   confirmed,  in  what   manner  did   flie 
*'  govern  ?    Did  (he  not  make  even  thofe  of 
**  her  own    fadlion,   and   court,   regret   the 
*'  king  ?    Was  not  her  pride  more  intolerable 
*'  ftill  than  his  levity ;  her  rapine  than  his 
*'  profufenefs  ?   Were  any  years  of  his  reign 
**  fo  grievous  to  the  people,  fo  ofFenfive  to 
'*  the    nobles,    as    the   firft  days   of  her's? 
*^  When   (he   was   driven  out,   did  Stephen 
"  corre<9:  his  former  bad  condudt?   Did  he 
"  difmifs  his  odious  foreign  favourite?    Did 
<*  he  difcharge  his  lawlefs  foreign  hirelings, 
"  who  had  (b  long  been  the  fcourge  and  the 
**  reproach    of  England  ?    Have    not    they 
*^  lived   ever    (ince    upon   free  (quarter,   by 
Q  3  ,  **  pluni- 


ijo  HISTORY    OF    THE   LIFE 

BOOK  I.  <<  plunderiiig    our  houses   and   bHrning  our 
^^""^       '  «  cities  ?    And  now,  to  complete  our  teife* 
**  ries,  a  nevv  arniy  of  foreigi>crs,  Angevin*, 
"  GalconB,   Poidevins,  1  know  not  who,  apt 
«  come  over   with   Hesry   Plant agen^t,  the 
^  fon  of  Matilda ;  and  many  morct  no  doubt, 
*'  will  be  called  to  affifl:  him,  as  foon  as  ever 
*♦  hi^  affairs  abroad  will  permit ;    by  whoi« 
*'  help  if  he  be    vidorious»   England  «auft 
«  pay  the  price  of  their  fefvifces  :    our  knds^ 
^*  our  honours,  muft  be  the  hire  of  thcfe  rar 
"  pacious  invaders.     But  fuppofe  we  iSiould 
*'  have  the  fortune  to  conquer  .for  Stephen^ 
*^  what  will  be  the  confequeiKC  ?    Will  vie* 
*'  tory  teach  him  moderation  ?    Will  he  learn 
<*  from  fecurity  that  regard  to  oiir  liberties, 
*<  which  he  could  not  learn  from  danger? 
*<  Alas!    the  only  fruit  of  our  good  fucceis 
•*  will  be  this ;    the  eftates  of  the  earl  of 
.  *'  Leicefter  and  others  of  our  CQU.ntrymen> 
^*  who  have   now  quitted  the  party  of  the 
*«  kmgj  will  be  forfeited  ;  and  t>e\v  confifca^ 
*'  tions  will  accrue  to  William  of  Ipre$*  . 

**  But  let  us  not  hope,  that,  be  our  vic^ 

**  tory  ever  fo  complete,    it   will  give  any 

*^  lafting   peace  to  this 'kingdom.      Should 

"  Henry  fall  in  this  battle,  there  are  two 

**  other .  brothers  to   fucceed   to  Ixis   claim, 

•  ^*  'and  fupport  bis  faaiai-^,  perhaps  with  lefs 

*«  merit,  but  certainly  with  as  much  ambi- 

.*<  tiooa  as  be.     What  (hall  we  do   then  to 

-**  free  ourfelves  from  all  thefe  misfortunes? 

u  --;^Let  ys  prefer  the  intereft  of  o«r  couQtfy 

■   ^''    .'-■■■  ^'-  '  '  '  •   •  •         «« to 
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«  to  that  of  our  party,  and  to  all  thofe  paf^B  o  OKI. 
^  fions,  which  are  apt,  in  civil  diffenfions,^"  ^""^ 
«<  to  inflame  steal  into  madnefs,  and  render 
^^  men  the  blind  inftruments  of  thofc  very 
<•  evils  which  they  fight  to  avoid.  Let  us 
**  prevent  all  the  primes  and  all  the  horrors 
^<  that  attend  a  war  of  this  kind,  in  which. 
*<  conqueft  itfelf  is  full  of  calamity,  and  our 
«*  moft  happy  viftories  deferve  to  be  cele- 
f«  brated  only  by  tears.  Nature  herfelf  is 
^  difmayed^  and  fhrinks  back  from  a  pom« 
^*  bat,  where  every  blow  that  we  ftrike  may 
**  murder  a  friend,  a  relation,  a  parent.  Let 
'•*  us  hearken  to  her  voic^,  which  commands 
^'  us  to  refrain  from  that  guilt.  Is  there 
*'  one  of  us  here,  who  would  not  think  it 
•*  a  happy  and  glorious  aft,  to  fave  the  life  of 
**  one  of  his  countrymen  ?  What  a  felicity 
«*  then,  and  what  a  glory,  muft  it  he  to  us 
^  all,  if  we  fave  the  lives  of  thoufands  of 
**  Engliftiraen,  that  muft  otherwife  fall  in 
^  this  battle,  and^  in  many  other  battles 
•<  which  hereafter'  may  be  fought  on  this 
**  quarrel  ?  It  is  in  our  power  to  do  fo — It 
**  h  in  our  power  to  end  the  controverfv, 
**  both  fately  and  honourably,  by^  an  amicable 
**  agreement ;  not  by  the  fword.  Stephen 
**  may  enjoy  the  royal  dignity  for  his  life, 
*'  and  tlie  fucceffion  may  be  fccured  to  the 
^  young  duk^  of  Normandy,  with  fuch  a 
♦Vprelent  rank  in  the  ftate  as  befits  the  heir 
**  of  the  crown.  Even  the  bittereft  enemies 
of  the  king  nqiuft  acknowledge,  that  he  is 
Q  4  ^  valiant. 
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BOOK  hu  valiant,  generous,  and  good-natured :  his 
^'''■~''*^'  "  warmeft  friends  cannot  deny,  that  he  has 
♦*  a  great  deal  of  rafhnefs  and  indifcretion. 
<«  Both  nfiay  therefore  conclude,  that  he 
^<  (hould  not  be  deprived  of  the  royal  autho- 
*<  rity,  but  that  he  ought  to  be  reftrained 
*^  from  a  further  abufe  of  it ;  which  can  be 
<*  done  by  no  means;  fo  certain  and  efFe<9:ual, 
««  as  what  1  propofe :  for  thus  his  power 
*«  will  be  tempered,  by  the  prefence,  the 
*<  counfels,  and  influence  of  Prince  Henry; 
*«  who,  from  his  own  intereft  in  the  weal  of 
«'  the  kingdom,  which  he  is  to  inherit,  will 
*«  always  have  a  right  to  interpofe  his  advice, 
*«  and  even  his  authority,  if  it  be  neceflary, 
•'  againft  any  future  violations  of  our  liber- 
**  tiesj  and  to  procure  an  effeftual  redrefs 
**  of  our  grievances,  which  we  have  hitherto 
*^  fought  in  vain.  If  all  the  Englifli  in  both 
^^  armies  unite,  as  I  hope  that  they  inayr 
*•  in  this  plan  of  pacification,  they  will  be 
*•  able  to  give  the  law  to  the  foreigners,  and 
**  oblige  both  the  king  and  the  duke  to  con- 
fent  to  it*  This  will  fecure  the  publick 
tranquillity,  and  leave  no  fecret  flings  of 
refentnpient,  to  rankle  in  the  hearts  of  a 
fufFering  party,  and  produce  future  dif- 
turbances.  As  there  will  be  no  triuinph, 
*'  no  infolence,  no  exclufiye  right  to  favour 
/"  on  either  f;de,  there  can  be  no  fliarae,  W 
;".  anger,  no  uneafy  defire  of  change.  It  will 
:^^  be  the  work, of  the  whole  nation  ;  and  all 
f '  inu|l  wifli  to  fupport  wjiat  all  have  efta- 
...  <*  blifhed, 
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«  bliihed.     The  fona  of  Stephen  indeed  may  BOOK  I. 

'<  endeavour  to  oppofe  it :    but  their  efforts'^ >r— ^ 

"  will  be  fruitlefs,  and  muft  end  very  fbon, 
"  either  in  their  fubraiffion,  or  their  ruin. 
**  Nor  have  they  any  reafonable  '  caufe  to 
*f  complain.  Their  father  himfelf  did  not 
«  come  to  the  crown  by  hereditary  right. 
"  He  was  elected  in  preference  to  a  woman 
**  and  an  infant^  who  were  deemed  not  to 
**  be  capable  of  ruling  a  kingdom.  By  that 
<*  election  our  allegiance  is  bound  to  him 
«  during  his  life :  but  neither  that  bond, 
"  nor  the  reafon  for  which  we  chofe  him, 
"  will  hold  as  to  the  choice  ofafucceffor. 
"  Henry  Plantagenct  is  now  grown  up  to  an 
"  age  of  maturity,  and  every  way  qualified 
"  to  fucceed  to  the  crown.  He  is  the 
"  grandfon  of  a  king  whpfe  memory  is  dear 
"  to  us,  and  the  neareji  heir  male  to  him  in 
"  the  courfe  of  defcent :  he  appears  to  re- 
*^  femble  him  in  all  his  good  qualities;  and 
^*  to  be  worthy  to  reign  over  the  Norm  ins 
^*  and  Englifh,  whofe  nobleft  blood,  unitec?, 
*^  enriches  his  veins.  Normandy  has  already 
'*  fubmifted  to  him  with  pleafure.  Why 
f'  fliould  we  now  divide  that  dutchy  from 
"  England,  when  it  is  fo  greatly  the  intereft 
"  of  our  nobility  to  keep  them  always  con- 
**  neftcd  ?  If  we  had  no  other  inducement 
"  to  make  us  defire  a  reconciliation  between 
f  him  and  Stephen,  this  would  be  fufficient. 
*  Our  eftates  in  both  countries  will  by  that 
(   mear^s  be  feci^red^    wl^ich   pthgrwile    we 
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BOOK  i.M  xnuft   fbffeit,  in   the  one,  or  the  other, 
^•~'^'^'       ^n  while  Henry  remains   poffefled  of  Nor- 
<«  mandy :  and  it  will  not  be  an  eafy  matter 
^*  to  drjve  him  from  thenc^,  even    though 
**  w€  Aould  com^  «^  him  to  retire  fi-om  Eiig- 
^^  land.     But,  by  amicably  compounding  his 
iJ  quarrel   with  Stephen,  we   (hall  maintain 
<^  all  our  interefts,  private  and  publick.     His 
^«  greatnefs  abroad   will  increale  the   power 
^*  of  this  kingdom :  it  will  make  up  refpe^- 
♦•  able  and  formidable  to  France :    England 
<«  will  be  the  head  of  all  thofe  ample  domi* 
♦»  nions    which    extend    from    the    Britifh 
<<  ocean    to  the  Pyrenean   mountains.      By 
««  governing,  in  his  youths  fo  many  dlfierent 
*•  ftates,  he  will  learn  to   govern    us,   and 
*«  come  to  the  crown,  after   the  decea(e  of} 
•<  king  Stephen,  accomplifhed  in  all  the  arts  | 
•Vof  good  policy.     His  mother  has  willingly  t 
«  rcfigned  to  him  her  pr^ten0on$,  or  rather  ^ 
^*  fhe   acknowledges   that  his  are  fuperior:  j 
•^  we  therefore  can  have  nothing  to  appre-  ^ 
*4  hend  on   that   fide.      In  every   view,  our 
«  peace^  our  fafety,  the  repole  of  our  con-  ] 
"'  ^f  feiences,  the    quiet  and   happinefs  of  our  ^ 

♦*  poftprity,  will  be  6rmly  eftabhfhed^by  the 
^*  means  I  propofe.  Let  Stephen  continue 
*«  to  wear  the  crown,  that  we  gave  him,  as  | 
^*  Jong  as  he  lives ;  but  after  his  death  let  it 
. «  deicend  to  that  prince,  who  alone  can  put  i 
«♦  an  end  to  our  unhappy  divifions.  If  you 
"  approve  my  advice,  and  will  empower  me 
^^  to  treat    in    your  names,  I  will    irame-  i 

.        -««'  diatelj.J 
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<*  dlately  aonvey  your  defires  to  the  king  aiidBOOK  I. 
«  the  duke»''  .  '      "^      ' 

TJhecarlof  Arutadel  undoubtedly  a£ted  in  Vid.  auaorcs 
poncert  wuh  the  principal  men  in  both  ar-^  ^'^^^- **^^"P^^ 
Hiies.     His  fpe^ch   was. received  with  great 
applaufe.     The  impreflion  it  made  upon  the 
|K)bles  and  gentry  wa«   foon  communicated 
to  the  {bidders^  and  produced  in  their  minds 
a  ftvdden   change.      Thofe,  who  before  had 
breaa   the  raoft  ardent  to  fight,  now  threw 
i^Dwn  their  arm^,  and  loudly  declaned  their 
*iei flies  for  a  peace  on  the  foundations  which 
t\it  earl  had  marked  out.     Seeing  thefe  good 
difpofitious  fo  general   in   them^  and  being 
fure  of  a  fupport  from  the   moft  powerful 
baix>n$9  he  proposed  it  to   the  king  with  a 
tottie   of  authority,    rather  than  of  counfeL 
William  of  Ipres  and  his    troops,  farpriled 
at  this  novelty,  inferior  in  numbers  to  the 
EugUih  of  their  own  party,  and  apprehend- 
ing a  junction  of  the  two  armies,  flood  in 
fufpenle  and  filence,  looking  on  the  king,  and 
waiting  his  orders.     Aftonifliment^  ^^g^>   ^nid  ' 
indignation,  choaked  up  the  fpeech   of  Eu- 
ftace.      Stephen,  amazed,    confounded,  inti- 
midated, after  fome  paufe  and  conflidt  in  his 
mind,  yielded  to  an  immediate  ceflation  of 
^rms,  and  to  a  conference  with  the  duke,  in 
Order  %o  a  treaty,  which  he  was  lure  would 
end  in  nothing  but  lofs  and  diihonour  to  him- 
felf  and  his  family. 

The  earl  of  Arundel  then  propofed  to  the 
duke  and  his  army  what  he  bad  opened  to 
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BOOK  I.  the  king :  but,  in  order  to  fccure  the  fticcefs 
*  of  his  bufinefs,^  he  had  fent  before  him  fbme 

monks  and  other   ecclcfiafticks,  to  negociate 
in  private   with  the  Englifh  nobility  there, 
Vid.auaoi«8  Jind  difpofe  them  to  back  his  propofal.      He 
citauutfupri-had  himfelf  a   fecret  intelligence  with  ibme 
of  the  greateft,  and  knew  that  the  meafiire 
was  agreeable  to  them,  and  would  be  ftrongly 
fupported  by  their  concurrence.     The  duke 
at  firft  was  very  averfe  to  it,  and  refblved  to 
gain  or  lofe  all,  as  the  fortune  of  war  (hould 
decide:    for  Stephen,   being  yet  under    fifty 
years  old,  and  of  a  vigorous  and  hale  confti- 
tution,  might  live  many  years:   and  there- 
fore?  to   grant    fo   long  a  term   to  a  reign, 
which  Henry  *  thought  an  unjuft  and  violent 
ufurpation,  feemed  to  him  very  hard.     Nor 
could  his  ftrong  fcnfe  and  clear  judgement  be 
perfuaded  to  believe,  that  any  fincere  or  laft- 
ing  peace  would  be  procured  by  this  means. 
But,  fearing  to  be  abandoned  by  all  his  Eng- 
lifh friends,  whom  the  earl  of  Arundel's  elo- 
quence,   and  fecret   intrigues,    had  rendered 
x»nanimou$  in  defiring  a  treaty,  he  at  laft  was 
induced,  though  with  the  utmoft  reluftance, 
to  confent  to  the  interview,  which  the  king 
had  agreed  to,  within  a  little  diftance  from 
their  two  camps.     They  met  upon  the  op- 
pofite  banks  of  the  Thames,  which  there  is 
very  narrow,  and  conferred  together  a  long 
time  without  any  attendaiits. 

It  is  faid,  that  they  mutually  complained 
to  eaeh  Dther  of  the  treachery  of  the  barons, 

and 
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and  of  their  infolence  in  prefuming  to  diftatiepooKi.^ 
fuch  terms  to  their  mailers.  What  further 
paifed  is  unknown ;  but  they  parted  without 
any  decifive  agreement,  only  a  fhort  fufpca-  > 
fion  of  arms  having  been  fettled  between 
them^  which,  not  entirely  to  oppofe  the  de- 
fires  of  his  friends,  Henry  had  yidded  to, 
on  this  advantageous  and  honourable  condition» 
that  the  king  himfelf  (hould  demolilh  tha 
caftle  of  Craumers.  :  .     , 

The  greateft  obftacle  to  a  peace  was  prince 
Euftace.  He,  who  had  a  fpirit  as  high  as 
his  birth  and  pretenfions,  faw  himfelf,  if 
this  plan  fhould  take  effed,,  reduced  to  the 
obfcurity  of  a  private  condition  ;  or,  at  beft^ 
to  the  two  earldoms  of  Boulogne  and  Mor- 
tagne ;  after  having  loft  the  dutchy  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  the  kingdom  of  England.  Such 
a  degradation  appeared  to  him  the  worft  of 
evils  ;  and  refentment  having  inflamed  his 
natural  courage  to  a  difregard  of  all  danger^ 
without  knowing  well  by  what  methods  to 
oppofe  it,  he  abfolutely  determined  not  to 
fubmit  to  it.  At  his  fathers  return  fromcerv.  ut 
the  conference,  he  upbraided  him  bitterly ,5  %ra. 
for  having  had  the  abjed  complaifance  to 
treat  with  his  enemy  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  mutinous  fubjefts.  He  told 
him,  '*  that,  by  liftening  to  fuch  a  propofal, 
**  he  would  facrifice,  not  only  his  fon,  but 
"  himfelf, .  to  a  vain  (hadow  of  peace,  and 
«  to  the  mere  name  of  royalty,  deprived  of 
«*  all  its  power  and  majefty :  that  a  fuccet- 

'*  for 
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BOOK  L  ♦«  for  forced  uppn  him,  fb  injurioufly  tohh 
•  ^  family,  and  to  his  royal  dignity,  would 
"  be,  in  reahty,  his  mafter  and -king :  than 
^  **  it  would  hav€  been  better  to  have  died, 
^  with  his  fworii  in  his  hand,  at  the  head 
«^  of  his  foreign  troops,  who  were  ftill 
•*  faithful  to  him,  than  have  timidly  fub- 
«*  mitted  to  fuch  an  indignity :  that,  for 
•*  his  own  part,  he  prptefted  againft  this 
**  treaty,  and  would  make  no  peace  with 
^  Henry,  while  he  could  get  an  arm  to 
**  ftrike  for  him  in  England  or  in  France: 
<*  nor  would  he  ftay  any  longer,  to  be  a 
^  witnefs  of  the  weakness  and  fervitude  of 
^  his  father/'  Having  thus  vented  his  in- 
dignation, be  broke  away  fuddenly,  without 
deigning  even  to  wait  for  any  reply ;  and 
taking  along  with  him  the  knights  of  his 
houfholid,  and  all  who  were  particularly  at- 
tached to  his  perfon,  repaired  to  Cambridge. 
He  ilaid  there  fome  time,  and  found  meau» 
to  draw  together,  beneath  his  own  ftandard, 
fcveral  perfons  of  defperate  fortunes  and 
minds,  to  whom  civil  war  was  a  benefit  and 
a  fecutity,  defigning,  with  their  affiftance, 
to  aft  for  himfelf,  and  render  the  propofed 
accommodation  more  difficult. 

The  ceffation  of  arms,  agreed  to  between 
Stephen  and  Henry,  being  expired,  the  war 
was  renewed,  though  not  with  great  alacrity 
on  either  (ide,  as  the  negotiations  for  peace 
were  ftill  carried  on,  and  the  leading  men^ 
in  both  parties,  concurred  very  zealoufly  to 

promote 
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promote  their  feccefs.  A  detachment  of  the  B  O^o  K  r. 
king's  troops,  commanded  by  William  de^  Hu'iidnpd. 
Quercy,  governor  of  Oxford,  by  the  brave  chron.Nw^ 
William  Matteli  and  by  Richard  de  Lucy,  Neubrigenfis, 
eoming  to  make  an  incuHron  into  the  coun-fypj.^/^'*"^ 
try  poffefled  by  Henry,  he  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  forces  fent  to  his  a(^ 
liftaiice  by  fome  of  the  bifliops,  met  this 
party  on  their  way,  attacked  and  defeated 
them,  took  twenty  knights,  and  purfued 
the  reft  as  far  m  Oxford.  After  this  ac- 
tion, his  light-armed  troops  over-ran  and 
pillaged  the  country.  At  their  return  to  his 
eamp,  they  brought-in  a  great  booty:  but 
he  commanded  it  all  to  be  reftored  to  the 
perfons  from  wrhom  it  was  taken,  faying,  // 
was  net  t^  plunder  the  people,  but  to  delher 
them  from  the  rapine  of  the  greats  that  he 
came  inPo  Englam:  words  of  more  ufe  to 
hitri  tfcao  many  fuch  vidories,  and  which  he 
TOoft  dffeftually  and-  honourably  fulfilled  dur* 
ing  the  wliole  courfe  of  his  fucceeding  reign. 
Nor  did  be  only  gain  the  commcms.  Many 
of  the  nobility,  one  after  another,  forfook 
Stephen's  party,  and  came  over  to  his  5  even 
fome,  who  had  been,  hitherto,  moft  averfe 
to  his  caufe:  but  all  were  defirous  of  a 
treaty  on  the  terms  the  earl  of  Arundel  had 
propofed.  Neverthelefs  the  fpirit  of  the 
himg,  awakened -by  the  reproaches  ofafon 
^hetiii  he  loved,  appeared  to  be  now  deter- 
tnined  againft  the  conclufion  of  an  accom- 
modation, io  ignominious  to  himfelf,  and  fb 

ruinous 
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BOOK  L  ruinous  to  bis  family:  in  which  difpofitions 
he  attacked   the  earl  of  Norfolk,   who   had 
declared  for  the  duke ;    and  laid  clofe  fiege 
to   Ipfwich    caftle.      Henry,    to    draw    him 
away  from  that  enterprife,  befieged  the  town 
of  Stamford,  which  he  took  in  a  few  days, 
and  invefted  the  caftle.     The  garrifon  there 
fent  notice,  to  the  king,   that,  if  by  a  cer- 
tain time    he  did    not  relieve   them,    they 
muft  be  obliged  to  yield  it  up.     But  he  re- 
fufed^  either  to  come  to  them,  or  fend  any 
fuccours  :  upon  which  anfwer  they  delivered 
the   caftle   to    Henry,   who    marched    from 
thence,  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Ipfwich  caftle. 
He  had    not  got  far  upon  his  road  to  that 
fortrefs,  when  he  received  the  news  of  its 
having   capitulated ;    a  lofs   which    he    felt 
with    fome    regret,   though   certainly    with 
much  lefs    than   fuch  a  misfortune    would 
have  caufed  if  the  place  had  belonged  to  a 
more  determined  friend ;    the  earl  of  Nor- 
folk being  one  in  whofe  fidelity  neither  party 
-could  put  any  truft.     Henry  did  not  attempt 
to   recover   it    from   the   king,    but    turned 
northwards .  again,    and  canie    before    Not- 
tingham, which  he  took  by  ftorm,  and  thus 
kept  up  the  reputation  of  his  arms,  which 
profpered  in  all  parts  where  he  afted  himfelf ; 
but    Nottingham ,  caftle    being    exceedingly 
llrong  both   by  nature, and  art,    he  would 
not  engage  hinifelf  at  this  time  in  the  iiege 
of  it ;  nor  did  he  form  after  this  any  ^enter- 
prife,  ail  event  having  happened  during  the 

courfe 
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CQurfe  of  thefe   afitions,  which    made   fuchBOOK  I. 
operations  lefs  heceffary,  and  greatly  facili-^   ""  ^'  *  "^ 
tated  the  treaty  begun  on  the  earl  of  Aruhders 
plan.  \'         , 

Euftace/who  had  Colle^ed  a  foirce  fufB-G«mutfu- 
cient  to  take  the  field,   marched   out  fromf,^;^^"^^"''- 
Cambridge  a  little    before   the    feaft  of  St*  Neubrig.  ut 
Laurence,  intending  to  jbin  the  king,   his  fa-  ^"^'"^ 
ther,  at  Ipfwich;    or  to  attempt  ibmething 
hirafelf  againft   the   earl  of  Norfolk,  whole 
power  in  thofe  coantries  ftill  continued  very 
great.  When  he  came  to  St,  Edmond's-bury, 
he  demanded   of  the    monks,   belonging  to 
that  convent,  a  fum  of  money  for  his  men: 
but,  not  obtaining  any  from  them,  he  fell  hito 
a  furious  rage,    and,    inftantly   leaving  their 
houfe,   commanded   his  foldiers,    who   v^ere 
in  want  of  fubfiftence,  to  cut  down  the  ripe 
corn  all  round  the  town,  particularly  what 
belonged  to  the  abbey,   and  bring  it  into  his 
camp.     He  had  fcarce  feen  this  order  execu- 
ted, when  he  was  feized  with  a  burning  fe-  ^ 
ver  and  frenzy,  of  which  he  died  in  a  Ihort 
time.     It  may  well.be  prefumed^  that  his  dif- 
tetnper  proceeded  from  the  violent  agitation 
his    mind  had  been  in,  and  from  the  heat  of 
the    weather  at  that  feafoii  of  the  year:    but 
the  monks  did  not  fail  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  a. 
judgement  of  heaven  upon  him,  for  having  fa- 
c-ilegioufly  plundered  their  fields.  He  was  of  a 
c  larafter  to  make  his  lofs  regretted  bj  none 
y^  10  had  any,  real  concern  for  the  -good  of  tha 

ViDU  11.  '       R  j?ub- 
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B  O  OK  L  public.  Yet  his  nature  was  not  utterly  void  of 
'  all  virtues  5  but  it  was  miferably  depraved  by 
a  bad  education.  He  had  been  bred,  eveu 
from  his  cradle,  amidft  the  licentioufnefs, 
cruelty,  and  impiety  of  a  long  civil  war, 
without  proper  care,  in  thofe  to  whofe  tuition 
his  youth  was  committed,  to  preferve  him 
from  the  contagion  of  fuch  peftilent  times; 
by  oppofing  good  inftruftions  to  evil  exam- 
ples.    As  he  grew  up,  he  became  diflblute, 

Y;J?^,P-^"  fierce,  and  intraftable.     A  low  tafte  of  plca- 

rif.  Policratic.  <-.,!.•  ^     r 

five dc Nugis iure   camcd   him    mto   mean   company:    lo 
Curiaiium,     that  he  waftcd  a  great  part  of  his  time  with 
.  VI.  c.  I  .    buffoons,  and  all  the  fcum  of  a  loofe  court  or 
diforderly  camp ;    which  vile  fociety  debafed 
Geft.^teph.  his  mind,   and  corrupted  his  heart.     Other- 
Reg,  p.  973,  ^j^^  j^^  might  have  been  capable  of  doing 
great  things :    for  he  poiTefled,  with  the  ac- 
tivity and  courage  of  his    father,  a  more  de- 
termined refolution  ;    and  difcovered,  in  the 
earlieft    bloom   of   his    youth,    luch   talents 
for  war,  as  gained  the  admiration  even  of  the 
oldeft  commanders.     To  his  friends  he  was 
affable,     courteous,     and     liberal  ;    but    his 
bounty  was    too  often   extended  ^to   perfons 
johan.Sari{b.  whofe  only  merit  was  ferving  hfe  vices.    Upon 
ftpra^'  "^    ^^  whole,  he  feeraed  made  to  perpetuate  the 
jijifchiefs    that  England  endured    under  the 
reign  of  his  father,  and  perhaps  to  increafc 
them. 

His  death  removed  the  greateft  impedi* 
ment  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the 
fettleilnent  of  it  was  advanced,  in  a  lower  de- 

•  grce. 
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gre^,  by  that  of  his  deareft  friend,  the  young pp^^  ^* 
earl  of  Northampton^  who  alfo  died  in  the* '  '  " 
fame  week   of  a  fev6r.     Stephen  had  given  v,  jorval.  p. 
that  lord  the   earldom  of  Huntifagdon,  upon97S-  "•  *°* 
the  deceafe  of  Henry  prince  of  Scotland,  not 
long  before  j  and  his  apprehenfion  that  the 
duke  would  reftore  it  to  Malcolm,  the  eldeft 
fonof  that  prince,  made  him  very  averfe  to  any 
reconciliation    between   him   and    the  king. 
Another  caufe,  that  might  render  him  im- 
placable to  the  duke,  was  a  grant  which  the 
latter  had  made  to.  the  earl  of  Chefter  of  fome 
of  his  poffeffions,  if  he  did  not  take  part  with 
hin)  in  the  war  againft  Stephen.     Nothing 
(hews  more  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  and  the 
character  of  the  earl  of  Chefter,   than   the 
manner  in  which  he  had    treated    with  the 
duke,  when   that   prince   came  to  England* 
Notwithftanding    the  bitter  rancour  of  his 
Heart  againft  Stephen,  and  the  engagements 
he  had  taken   with  Henry   in  Scotland,    h€  v.  Dugdaie's 
did  not  declare  for  the  latter,  till,  by  a  cove- f^^^^^J;  P;J^ 
nantin  the  form  of  a  charter,  he  had  granted  tog.  in  Bibii- 
to  him  the  city  and  county  of  Stafford,  Not- ^^^^^^  ^^J^J^ 
tingham  caftle,  Derby,  and  Mansfield,  withFcedera, 
many  great  baronies.     Of  thefe  grants  fome^oi'^'  ?• '*- 
Were  abfblute,   and   others  conditional^  if  the 
perfons,   by    whom   they  were    poflefled   at 
that  time,    would  not  join  with   the  duke. 
For  fuch  was  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  kingr 
dom  in  this  inteftine  war.     The  barons  on 
either  fide  were  equally  treated  as  rebels  by 
the  oppofite  party.     Befides  what  was  given 
R  2  to 
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BOOK  I.  to  the  earl  of  Chcfter  himfelf,  Henry  pro- 
^  ^  mifed  to  give,  to  fix  of  his  vaffal  barons,  lands 
of  one  hundred  pounds  annual  value  to  each, 
out  of  the  eftates  he  (hould  gain  from  his 
enemies.  Thefe  were  high  terms,  one  hun- 
dred pounds  in  thofe  days  being  equivalent 
at  leaft  to  fifteen  hundred  at  prefent:  but 
the  power  of  the  earl  was  fo  great,  that  Henry 
could  hardly  buy  him  at  .too  dear  a  price: 
and  as  he  formerly  had  fold  his  allegiance, 
both  to  Stephen  and  Matilda,  fo  he  now  bar- 
gained for  it,  a  third  time,  with  the  duke, 
and  at  every  fale  raifed  the  price.  But  he  ap- 
ptehended  that  thefe  grants  would  be  re- 
Gem  Chron.  voked  and  annulled,  if  the  earl  of  Arundel's 
fubann,ii5j.pj.^p^f^j  fliould  be   accepted.     He  therefore 

wilhed  to  obftrufl:  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty, 
or  at  lejcft  to  ^  maintain  his  own  power  inde- 
pendent on  either  prince,  by  afting  feparately 
and  only  for  himfelf;  hoping  that  both 
,  would  be  conftrained  by  this  condu£l:  to 
grant  him  any  conditions,  that  he  might  not 
be  an  obftacle  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 
which  could  not  be  tolerably  fettled  without 
his  concurrence.  But,  while  he  was  purfu- 
ing  this  plan,  he  was  poifoned  by  William  de 
Peyerel,  whofe  lands  Henry  had  granted  to 
him  in  the  abovementioned  charter,  unlejs^ 
as  the  words  of  that  deed  exprefs  it,  William 
could  acquit  himfelf  of  his  wickednefs  and  treafofif 
by  a  fair  trial,  in  a  court  of  juflice.  What 
the  nature  of  his  treafon  was,  we  are  not  in- 
formed ;    byt  it  muft  certainly   have   been 

fome* 
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fomcthiDg  more  heinous  tjian  merely  ad^  B  o  o  K  l. 
hering  to  the  party  of  Stephen ;  perhaps  an  ^ 
attempt  againft  the  life  of  the  earl,  to  whom 
he  was  a  vaflal.  His  guilty  confcience.durft 
not  abide  a  legal  decifion,  but  prompted  him 
to  take  this  villainous  method  of  preferving 
his  lands ;  for  there  was  no  kind  of  wicked- 
nefs,  into  which  the  great  profligacy  of  thole 
lawlefs  times  did  not  draw  even  gentlemen  of 
birth  and  diftindion.  Among  the  many  evils 
that  attend  on  civil  war,  one  of  the  worft  is 
the  uixiverlal  corruption  of  manners,  the 
hardnefs  of  heart,  and  familiarity  with  the 
moft  horrid  crimes,  which  it  feldom  fails  to 
produce.  The  power  of  government  being 
•loft,  all  the  bonds  of  fociety  are  quickly  dil- 
folved  ;  the  paflions  of  men  become  the  rules 
of  their  actions  ;  and  fear  itfelf  makes  them 
flagitious  and  cruel.  Some  virtues  indeed, 
which  would  otherwife  be  concealed,,  may 
be  called  out  into  adion  by  fuch  commo- 
tions :  but  even  thefe  are  often  forced  to  ac- 
commodate themfelves  to  the  (pirit  of  the 
times,  further  than  the  ftrift  rules  of  inte- 
grity would  allow  in  any  other  circumftances: 
fo  that  nothing  can  be  more  pernicious  to  the 
morals  of  a  nation  than  civil  war,  except 
that  delpotifin  which  turns  even  the  power  of 
government  to  the  deftruftion  of  virtue. 

The  earl  of  Chefter  being  thus  taken  off, 

immediately  after  the  death,  of  the  earl  of 

Northampton  and  of  Prince  Euftace,    there 

remained  no  other  to  oppofe    the    earl    of 

R  3  Arundel's 
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B  o  o  K  L  Arundel's  fcheme.     The  defire  of  quiet,  .and, 
'  ^-  ^'         a  relief  from  the  miferies  they  had  fuffered  fo 
long,    was  enough  to  recommend  it  tq  the 
bpdy  of  the  people,  who  generally  look  no 
further  in  piatters  of  ftate  than  to  their  pre- 
fent   eafe   and    fecurity.     But   fome    qf  the 
nobles   and    bifhops   had   other  views  of  a 
H.Huntingd.  more    refined    policy.      The    entire    defeat, 
ff*^7r»'3P- either   of  Stephen  or  Henry,   they  thought, 
would  render  the  conqueror  a  more  ablblute 
mafter  of  them  and  the  kingdom  than  they 
defired  ;    whereas,   fo  long  as  one  of  them 
was  afraid  of  the  other,  and  the  royal   au- 
thority was  divided  between  them,  it  could 
not  be  vigoroufly  exerted  by  either;    but  each 
muft  be  forced  to  depend  upon  hi§  facSUon. 
A-  ^^  ^^syThus  they  propofed  to  govern  both,  and  pre- 
-    vent  any  punifhment  of  former  offences,  which 
moft  of  them  had  abundant  reafon  to  fear,  or 
any   controul   upon  their   future    behaviour, 
which  certainly  they  were  little  difpofed  to  en* 
dure.     The  biftiop  of  Winchefter  afted. wholly 
upon  this  fyftera. 

If  the  abilities  of  that  prelate  had  not  been 
very  gr^at,  his  frequent  change  of  party  muft 
have' deft royed  his  credit  and  influence;  but 
he  managed  fo  Ikilfully,  that,  which  way 
foever  his  own  intereft  led  him,  he  feemec^ 
only  to  follow  that  of  the  church.  A  con- 
ftant  pretence  of  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  reli- 
gion excufed  and  fanftified  his  ambition,  his 
treachery,  his  frequent  brea^ch  of  the  moft 
folemn  oaths,  and  all  the  obligations  of  duty 
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OT  nature.     He  had  indeed,  for  fome   time  p"^  OK  i. 
paft,  been  under  a  cloud,  and  much  humbled 
by  the  mertifications  he  had   received   from 
the  enmity  of  Eugenius  the  Third  :  but  the 
death  of  that  pontiff,  which  happened  in  this 
year,  having  delivered  him  from  that  perfe- 
cution,    the    archbifhop   of  Canterbury   was 
obliged  to  admit  him  into  a  participation  of 
all  ecclefiaftical  power  in  the  kingdom.     The 
fagacity,  lubtilty,   and  vigour  of  his  mind, 
with  the  advantage  of  his   high    birth    and 
great  riches,  gave  him  fuch  an  influence  over 
the  clergy,   and  by   them  over   the  people, 
that,  fo  long  as  the  two  parties  were  evenly 
balanced,  he  was  abl6  to  didlate  to  both.     It 
was  therefore  his  intereft  to  keep  them  in 
that  ftate,  and  to  hinder  a  decifion,   which 
would  make  either  the  king,  or  Henry,  his 
mafter;    efpecially  as  he  had  caufe  to  ap- 
prehend   the    refentment   of  each    of  thofe 
•princes   for   his    paft    behaviour.     There    is 
good  reafon  to  think  that  the  earl  o^  Arun- 
del's  fcheme   was   projefted  by  him :    fince 
one  qan  hardly  account,  upon  any  other  mo- 
tive^ for  his  having  oppofed  the  crowning  of 
his  nephew,  or  taking  fo  adtive  a  part,  as  we 
find  that  he  did,  in  negociating  this  agree- 
ment.    The  archbifhop    of  Canterbury  like- J^j.JJ^^§j. 
wife  joined  with  him ;   and  the  earl  of  Arun-  ceto,  tub  ann. 
del  feems  to  have  left  the  conduft  of  it  en-iJU'    .    j 
nrely  to  them  c  for  they  alone  are  mentioned,  f.  228. 
is  mediators  on  this  occafion,    between  the  s.  Dun.  hlft. 
:vvo  princes,  and,  if  we  may  judge  by  onep^^^ag^ft!^* 
)f  the   articles    impofed   upon  Henry,    the  p.  282. 
R  4  bifliop 
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BOOK  L  blfliop  of  Winchefter  had  the  chi^f  maoago 
Neubrijrcnfis,  ^^"'  ^^  ^^®  treaty  in  his  own  hands.     Tho 
If  i.  c.  30.   'main  difiicuhy  of  it  confifted  in  fettling  what 
{hare  of  prefent  power  (hould  be  allowed  tq 
^  the  duke  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom : 
for,  in  reality,  there   remained   none    about 
the  fucceffion; '  William,  the  only  legitimate 
fon  of  Stephen  then  living,  not  being  fup- 
ported,  as  his  brother  had*been,  by  ari  affinity 
with  the  king   of  France,   nor  haying    the 
fame  invincible  courage,  defperately  to  oppofe 
fuch   an   accommodation,    and    keep  up  th^ 
drooping    fpirit  of  his   father.     The  queen^ 
who  would  have  been  grieved  to  fee  her  pof- 
terity  deprived  of  the  crown,  and  might   by 
her  magnanimity  have  animated  her  hu{band| 
had   died   before    Euftace ;    and  Stephen,  in 
lofmg  her,    had   loft   no    little    part  of  hi^ 
ftrength:    for  iDhe  had  been  generally  beloved 
by  the  people.     His  mind,  opprejSed  and  de- 
jedled  with  forrow  for  her  death,  fought  pre- 
fent eafe,  and  would  not  facrifice  this  to  tho 
future    greatnefs   of  his    family^    which  the^ 
young  jnan,  jvho  now  rernajned  the  fole  heir  qf 
that  family,  was  unfit  to  maintain.     He  there- 
fore confented  that  Henry  fliould  be  acknow- 
ledged as  heir  to  thp  crown,  with  certain  ftipu- 
latious  in  favour  of  William ;.  but  thought  that 
admitting  him,  by  the  conditions  of  a  treaty,  tp 
a  (hare  'pf,  the  government  in  his  own  life-time, 
was  in  efFe<9t  to  depofe  bimfelf.    And  certainly 
he  would  have  afted  with  much  better  fenfe, 
if  be  had  fi'rnjly  perfcvered  in  refui5ng  that 
.  point,  which  was,  in  truth,   improper  to  b^ 
*  '     '    '.'.?*■-.  A.  granted ; 
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granted;  any  diviiion  of  the  royal  authority  BOOK  h 
being  a  dangerous  weakening  of  government,^     ^^r— ' 
and  naturally  produftive  of  faftion,  diforder, 
und  difcord.     But  Henry  would  not  be  con- 
tented with  the  prolpeft  of  a  crown  in  rever- 
fion,  and  judged,  very  prudently,  that,  even 
in  order  to  fecure  to  hinrfelf  that  reverfion, 
it  was    neceflary  to  infift  on   fbme   prefent 
authority,    and    not   leave  the   entire    direc- 
tion of  the  kingdom,  which  he  was  to  ip-, 
herit,  in  an  enemy's    hands.     Nor  did    the 
mere  fettlement  of   the  fucceffion   on   him, 
jifter  the  death  of  the  king,  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  thofe  who  managed  this  treaty.     The 
impoffibility  of  adjufting  an  article  of  fo  de-^ 
licate  and  important  a  nature,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  fatisfy  both  the  king  and  the  duke, 
retarded  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  for  fome 
months  after  the  death  of  Prince   Euftace:   . 
but  at  laft,  being  overcome  by  his  brother's 
j)erfuafions,  and  fearing  to  be  left  by  all  his 
jiobility,    Stephen    confented  to  accept    fuch 
terrps    as  that   prelate    was    able  or  willing 
to  gain  for  him  ;  and  Henry,  having  weighed 
the  folid  advantages,  which  he   was  fure  to 
obtain  by  this  agreement,  againft  the  doubt- 
ful fuccels  of  a  war,  to  which  he  faw    his 
friends  averfe,   agreed  not  unwillingly,  or  at 
leaft    with  no  appearance  of  difcontent,    to 
what  was  propofcd.      All    being  previoufly 
bttled  between   them,  a  great   council  was 
iimmoned,  iy  writs  from  both^  to  meet  them  » 
It  Winchefter,  abgut  the  end  of  November,  in 
iic  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-three,  but  a.  1:5.  n^js- 
*    "  '  '  (pro- 
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BOOK'  I.  (probably  by  the  management  of  the  bifliop 
pf   Winchefter,  to  keep  the.  treaty  more  in 
his    own    hands)    the    meeting   wa?   chiefly 
,  compofed  of  ecclefiaftics.     In  this  imperfeft 
parliament  a  convention  was  made,   between 
the  two  princes,  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
earl  of  Arunders  plan ;    which    being   con- 
firmed by  the  aflent,  and  even  by  the  oaths, 
of  all  prefent,   the  king  and  duke  went  to- 
gether to  London,    amidft  the  acclamations      ^ 
of  the  people,  that  feemed  to  be  equally  paid      ' 
to  both ;  but  in  reality  Henry  triumphed,  and 
Stephen  was  led  captive.     Yet,  as  the  pro- 
ceedings at  AVinchefter  might  well  have  been 
queftioned,  becaufe  that  aflembly  was  little 
better  than  a  fynod  of  churchmen,  a  more 
regular  pariiamenc  was  foon  afterwards  fura- 
moned,  to  meet  the  king  and  the  duke   at ' 
Oxford,   where  what  had  been  fettled  in  the       1 
other  was  confirmed.     We  have  among  our 
l^^^y"^^''^  records  the  charter,  or  declaration,  by  which       1 
vol.  J  p.  13.  Stephen  notified  to  all  his  fubjedls  the  agree-       i 
et  Brompt.     ment  he  had  concluded  with  the  duke  :  and 
JJjTioS?'^^  is  witncfled  by  all  the  Engiifli  bifliops,  with 
SeeaifoAp-  iomc  of  the  principal  noblemen  of  each  fac- 
pendix,^       tion.    .He   there  favs,   that  he  had  confliiuied 
Henrys  duke  of  Normandy^  his  fucceffbr  in  the 
kingdom  of  E^: glands  and  his  heir  by  hereditary 
right. ;  and  fo  had  given  and  confirmed  the  Jaid 
'    kingdo7n  to  him  and  his  heirs.     That,  in  return   ' 
for  the  honour  ^o  done  him,  and  for  the  donation 
•         and  confirmation  fo  niade  to  him,  the  duke  had 
done  homage  to  him  (the  king),  and  had  fworn 
that  he  would  be  faithful  to  him,  and  defend 

his 
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bis  life  and  honour  to  the  utmoft  of  his  BOOK  i. 
power,  according  to  the  agreement  contained 
in  this  charter.  And  he  (the  king)  had  re- 
ciprocally fworn  to  the  duke,  that  he  would 
defend  his  life  and  honour  tp  the  utmoft  of 
his  power,  and  maintain  him,  in  all  refpefts, 
and  againft  all  men,  as  hisfon  and  heir. 

Upon  thefe  claufcs  it  is  obfervable,  that 
there  is,  in  the  wording  of  them,  a  remark- 
able care  to  avoid  an  acknowledgement  of 
any  fuch  title  to  the  crown  in  the  dlike  as 
would  have  impeached  that  of  Stephen.  His 
right  of  fucceffion  is  grounded  upon  a  kind 
of  adoption  of  him  made  by  that  king ;  and 
the  kingdom  is  declared  to  be  given  and  con^ 
firmed  to  him  and  his  heirs,  not  in  virtue  of 
his  birth,  but  as  in  confequence  of  the  vo- 
luntary a^  and  donation  of  Stephen,  who 
conjlitutes  him  his  heir^  and  confiders  him  as 
his  Jon.  The  word  confirmed  may  feem  in- 
deed to  contain  ibme  intimation  of  a  right 
prior  to  this  ad;  but  it  ftands  fo  conneded 
with  others  that  imply  a  contrary  fenfe,  as 
not  eaiily  to  adm.t  of  fuch  a  conftrudtion. 
There  was  certainly  a  great  deal  of  art  in 
this  method  to  colour  over  what  Stephen 
was  conftfained  to  fubmit  to,  and  fave  his 
honour,  as  for  asi  appearances  and  fidions  could 
fave  it. 

The  charter,  or  declaration^  goes  on  to 
ly,  that  William,  Stephen's  fon,  had  done 
©mage  to  Henry  aiid  Iworn  fealty  to  hira  ; 

and 
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BOOK  I.  and  that  he,  in  return,  had  granted  to  that 
prince  all  the  honours  and  lands,  in  England, 
or  Normandy,  or  any  other «  country,  which 
his  father  had  enjoyed  before  he  was  king; 
or   which  he    himfelf  had   acquired   by   his 
marri'ge   with   the    daughter  and  heirefs  of 
the  late  earl  of  Surrey ;  or  which  his  father 
'    had  given  him  fince  he  came  to  the  crown: 
I'l    which   he    was  to  hold  immediately  of 
rhe    duke,    with    fome    refervations    to    the 
rights  of  other  perfons,  as   fpecified  in   the 
charter.     And,  further  to  Confirm  the   favour 
and  affedilon  of  the  king  to  the  drtke^  lonie  ad- 
dijtlonal  honours  and  lands  were  granted  by 
the   latter   to  William.     It  is  alfo  declared, 
that  the  duke  had  confirmed  all  grants'^  or  ' 
rejtituiions^  made  by  the  king  to  the  church: 
that  fuch  earls  or  barons  of  the  duke's  party, 
as  had  never  done  homage  before  to  Stephen, 
did  it  now,,  and  fwore  fealty  to  him,,  under 
the  limitations  contained  in  the  prefent  con- 
ventions between  the  two  princes  :  and  that 
thofe  of  the  fa  id  party,  who  had  done  ho- 
mage to  him    before,    took  a  new   oath   of 
fealty  to  him,  as  their  liege  lord.,   and  fwore, 
that,  in   cafe  the  duke   fliould   ever  violate 
the   agreement  then   made,   they  would  en- 
tirely quit   his  fervice  till  he  had  corrected 
fuch  errors  or  faults  in  his  conduct. 

On  this   claufe   it  may  be  obferved,  that 

thofe  earls  or  barons,  ivho  bad  never  done  ho- 

'    mage  to  Stephen^  were  probably  the  fons  of 

feme 
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fome  who  had  died  in  the  fervice  of  MatildaBOOK  ^•- 
during  the  qourfe  of  the  war;    fuch  as  the        ^'      ' 
earls  of  Gloccfter  and  Hereford.     For  it  ap- 
pears, that,  when  Stephen  granted  his  char- 
ter at  Oxford,  all  the  barons  of  England  did 
hon  age  to  him  ;  as  I  have  already  related : 
but   as  tne  civil  war  lafted  long,  there  might 
be  many  to  whom  honours  and  lands  had  dc- 
fcendvd  during  the  courfe  of  it,  who,  being 
engaged   with    Matilda,    and  therefore    not 
acknowledging  Stephen  as   kipg,  had  taken 
no  oaths  to  him  before  this  agreement;  and 
the    word,   of  this  declaration   exprefs,  that 
it  was  in  conjideration  of  the  honour  done  by 
him  to  Henry  their  lord^  that  they  now  became 
bis  vaflals,     I  underftand,  from  what  follows, 
that    thefe    perfops  alfo  fwore,    that,  if  the 
duke  (hould  ever  break  his  engagements,  they 
would  not  ftand  by  him,    unlefs  upon   his 
amendment. 

Thev  detlaration    fays   further,    that    the 
king's  fon  would,  in  like  manner,  by  the  ad* 
vice  of  the  holy  church,  withhold  from  the 
duke   the   fervice,  which,   as    his  vaiilal,  he 
was  bound  to  perform  to  him,  if  he  ihould 
depart  from  what  he  had   there  promifed : 
and  that  the  earls  and  barons  of  the  /king's 
party  had    done   liege  homage   to  the   deke, 
feving    the    fidelity  they  owed  to  the  king, 
as  long  as  he  Ihould  live  and  hold  the  king- 
dom, under  the  lame  condition,   with  rcfpe^ 
to  the  faving   claufe,    viz*    that  if  he,,  th© 
•1  king, 
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BOOK  I.  king,  fliould  ever  break  his  engagements^ 
they  would  all  ceafe  ttf  ferve  him  till  fuch 
time  as  he  had  corrcfted  his  errors  ot 
faults. 

Proper  fecuritics  were  given  to  the  duke^ 
that  the  forts  of  the  kingdom  fhould  be  de- 
livered up  to  him  after  the  death  of  the 
king :  and  they  agreed  to  aft  jointly  againft 
any  governors  of  the  caftles  and  forts  be- 
longing to  the  crown,  who  ftiould  prove 
,  contumacious  or  rebellious  againft  them. 

The  archbifliops,  bifhops,  and  abbots  of 
'  England,  by  the  command  of  the  king^ 
fwore  fealty  to  the  duke  :  and  it  was  agreed 
that  all  others,  who  fhould,  from  that  time 
forwards,  be  made  bilhops  or  abbots,  fhould 
likewife  take  the  fame  oath.  The  arch- 
bifhops  and  bifhops  of  either  party  took 
upon  themfelves  to  reftrain  and  correft,  by 
ecqlefiaftical  cenfures,  the*king,  or  the  duke, 
if  either  of  them  fhould  violate  the  afore- 
faid '  conventions ;  for  the  performance  of 
which,  the  mother  of  the  duke,  his  wife^ 
and  his  brothers,  were  alio  to  engage,  and, 
together  with  them,  as  many  more  of  hist 
relations  or  friends,  as  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  pledge  themfelves  for  him. 

Laflly,  the  king  declares,  that  he  would 
a£t  in  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  duke;  but  would  exercife  royal 
juftice  in  tlite  whole  realm  of  England,  as  well 
in  that  part  of  it  which  belonged  to  the  duke^  aS 
in  that  which  belonged  to  himjelfp 

Thefe 
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,  Thefe  laft  words  do  not  mean  that  theBOOK  i. 
kingdom  was  divided  between.  Stephen  ax^d'  "*  ' 
Henry ;  no  mention  being,  made  of  fuch  a 
partition  in  any  ancient  writer,  nor  in  any 
other  article  of  this  declaration :  but  they 
muft  be  underftood  to  figmfy  fuch  parts  of 
the  kingdom  as  were  in  the  power  of  the 
king  or  the  duke,  by  being  in  the  hands  of 
their  friends  and  adherents.  It  is  remark-^ 
able  that  no  change  was  permitted  to  bd 
made  by  either  prince  in  the  government  of 
the  counties,  of  the  cities,  of  the  towns,  or 
of  any  ftrong  places;  but  it  was  flipulated 
in  the  treaty,  that  all  fliould  be  left  as  they 
were  before  it  was  made,  only  under  obliga- 
tions of  fealty  to  both  :  fo  that  the  ftrength 
of  the  two  fadtions  continued  unaltered ; 
and,  Henry's  party  being  the  flronger,  he. 
was,  in  every  thing  but  the  nan^e  of  king, 
fuperior  to  Stephen,  And  when  the  latter 
engaged  to  adt  in  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom, 
by  the  advice  of  the  duke,  he  really  put  the 
whole  government  into  his  hands,  though  he 
referved  to  himfelf  the  fupreme  adminiftra- 
tion  of  juftice  :  for  that  referve  did  not  de- 
ftroy  the  right  of  the  duke  to  interfere  in. 
all  councils  and  adls  of  ftate,  and  to  com- 
plain that  the  compadl  was  broken  by  the  ' 
king,  if  his  advice  was  not  followed.  Hia 
complaints  indeed  would  have  fignified  little^ 
if  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  by  fore© 
the  redrefs  he  defired ;  but  in  his  circumn 
fiances  a  right  to  advife  was  a  power  to  com- 
mand. . 
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BOOK  L  mand>     Accordingly   we    find,   in    fbme  of 

•  the  writers    who   lived    in  or  very  near  to 

^thofc  times,  thefe  expreffions ;    that,  in  confe- 

quence  of  this  treaty,  a/l  the  affairs  of  the 
V.  Hovcdcn,  kingdom  were  determined  hy  Henry ;  and  that  it 
*^*>*°»»"53-was  fettled  between   Stephen   and   him  that 

hejbould  direSi  tie  affairs  of  the  kingdom:  nay, 
J.  Haguftald,  one  of  them  fays  that  the  king  transferred  his 
?)ic«o  Imag.  ^^^  rights  andponver  to  the  duke^  and  refervedto 
Hift.  fub  anru  himfelf  during  his  life^  only  the  image  of  the  royal 
"53*  dignity. 

There  were  alfo  four  feparate  and   fecret 

articles   agreed   on  at  Winchefter,    and   not 

publiftied  by  Stephen  in  this  declaration,  but 

difl-iniStly  mentioned  by  fome  of  our  ancient 

hiftorians  j    viz.    that   Henry  fhould  defer  to 

y .  J.  Haguft.  the  bijhop  of  Winchefier^  as  to  a  father ^  in  the 

utiupri.       hufnefs  of  the  kingdom:    that    the    king  JhouU 

V.  Diccto  ut  refume  what  had  been  alienated  to  the  nobles,  or 

Sl  Paris       vfurfed  by  them,  of  the  royal  demefne  :    that  all 

p/fii,    '      the  cajlles   built  in  this    reign  fhould  be  pulled 

down :  and  that  all  foreign  troops  fhould  he  fent 

wt  of  the  kingdom. 

V.J. Haguft.  The  firft  of  thefe  articles  (hews  how  ne- 
t^^T""'  ceffaiy  Henry  thought  it  at  this  time  to 
pay  a  particular  court  to  the  bifhop  of  Win- 
chefter, who,  according  to  bis  ufual  policy, 
eafily  yielded  himfelf  to  any  revolution,  but 
with  a  cpnftant  view  to  the  advancement, 
or  at  leaft  the  fecurity,  of  his  own  power. 
Yet,  in  this  inftance,  Henry  feems  to  have 

been 
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feeen  the  betfcr  |)oKticiaii :  for  he  gavd  him  book  h 
only  fair  words^  but  really  placftd  firs  whole      =v*==^ 
t6nfidence  in  the  archbiftiop  of  Cantefbti ry,- 
and  by  the  afflftance  6f  thiir  prelate  fecUred 
to  himfelf  the  clergy  of  England.'  ' 

Upon  the  artklc  concerning  refamptlon  t^i 
lands  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  it  e)itended- 
only  to  the  grants  made  to  laymen\  the 
btihops  liaving  takeii  tare  that  all  made 'to 
the  churcB  (hould  be  alloav^d  ^nd  confirmed  : 
as  appears  by  an  exprefs  article  in  the  king's 
declaration.  The  church  in  thofe  days  drev^ 
ev^ery  thing  to  itfelf^  and  let  nothing  re-i 
t]urn» 

The  two  laft  articles  were  eflentially  ne- 
ceflary  to'  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  How 
*  intolerable  a  grievance  the  arniies  of 
foreigners  introduced  by  both  parties,  though 
firft  by  Stephen,  had  been  to  the  whole  na-* 
tion,  I  have  already  fet  forth.  Much  has 
stlfd  been  faid-  of  the   mifchiefs  which  had  » 

afifen    froni  the  great  number  of  forts  and 
caftles  built  in  this  reign.     One  of  the  con-* 
temporary  hiftorians  affirms,  that  they  werd 
do  fewdr  than  eleven  hundred  and  fifteen  j' 
moft  of  which  had  been  made  the  perpetual  , 
Vetreats,    and   ftrong-holds,   of  rapine,    luft,I>>ceto  ut 
and  all  kinds  of  enormities  :  nor  could -there  ^"^**' 
be  ever  any  hope  of  a  fettled  tranquillity  or 
an*  orderly  government,   vThile  thele  afylumS 
of   dtfobddieiicie     were    fuffered    to   remain; 
Vol.  IK  S  The. 
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BOOK  I'  The  whole  nation  therefore   deiired  to  freA 
'  themfelves  from  this  evil,  and  likewife  from 

all  foreign  troops^  as  foon  as  peace  fhould 
be^  reftored ;  and  both  the  articles  abovemen* 
tioned  were  prefentlj  afterwards  publiihed 
and  confirmed  by  an  cdiGt  of  the  great 
council,  or  (to  u(e  a  more  modern  phrafe) 
by  a£t  of  parliaments 

V.  Diceto  ut      Other  regylations  were  made,  for  the  re- 

Ch^^  N      fto^i"g   ^f  private   eftates,    that    had    been 

p. 9^9.  ^*™' taken  away  by  force,  to  their  right  owners; 

for  the  reforming  of  the  coin  ;  for  the  re- 

peopling  of  the  country ;   and  for  the  efta- 

blifhing  of  juftice,  good  order,  and  commerce^ 

^    again  in  the  kingdom  • 

Thus-  was   this   extrtordinary   agreement 
concluded,  and  an  apparent  calm  fucceeded 
to  the  dorms  which  had  fo  long  and  lb  vio- 
lently agitated  the  nation.     Some  face  of  a 
Huntingdon,  Givil  government  was  now  reftored  :  the  laws 
Gcit^ie  Di-  ^^vived :   the  king  was  obeyed :  Henry  paid 
ceto,utfu|>ra,him  all  external  forms  of  refpeA;  and  others 
Ncubrig.  1.  i.  were  forced  to  it  by  the  example  and  autbo- 
^*  ^^'  rity  of  that  prince.     But  this  (hew  of  amity 

did  not  laft  above  two  or  three  mooths, 
Stephen  had  fome  about  him,  whofe  intereft 
was  too  much  afFefted  by  the  treaty,  not  to 
.  excite,  them  to  employ  all  their  influence 
with  him  to  make  him  break  it :  and  it  was 
not  hard  to  find  arguments,  by  which  one 
of  fb  flexible  and  inconftant  a  nature  might 

be 
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be  perfuaded  that  he  ought  not  to  keep  it»]BOOKIj 
They  feprcfented  to  him,   that,  if  he  dif^        ' 
charged  his  foreign  troops,  he  would  deprive 
himfelf  of  the  firmeft  part  of  his  ftrength ; 
and  the  remainder,  which  he  had  found  fd 
difloyal,  would  bear  no  proportion  to  that  of 
Henry.     The  difmlffion  of  them  would  io'* 
deed    be  a  popular  a£t;   but  the  popularity 
of  it  would   not   light   upon   him.     Henry 
would  have  the  honour  of  having  compelled 
him  to  part  with  them :   and  it  would  be 
proper  to  confider,  in  what  a  fituation  his 
other  conceflions  had  already  put  this  young 
man,  and  how  he  might  ufe  the  advantages 
he    had   gained,  if  his  ambition    (hould   be 
equal  to  his  power.     Every  day  would  aug- 
ment his  forcct    The  eyes  of  all  men  wouldi 
be  turned  towards  him,  and   from  Stephen* 
Their  hopes,  which  are  the  ftrongeft  attach- 
ments  to  bind  their  fidelity  to  a  prince,  would 
all  go  to  Henry.     Their  difcontents  wouldi 
redound  to  his  benefit.     He  alone  would  be 
applied  to  for  the  redrcfs  of  every  grievance 
real  or    fuppofed.     The    ill-humour  of  the 
difappointed,  the  turbulence  of  the  factious, 
the  wants  of  the  indigent,    the  ambition  of 
the   great,    the   inconftancy  of  the    vulgar, 
would  naturally    draw  the  whole  nation    to 
him,    and    leave  the  king  without    fubjefts* 
From  all  this   they    inferred,    that   Stephen.  * 
ought  on  no  account  to  part  with  his  merce- 
naries, but  (houW  elude  that  article  of  the 
treaty,  keep  all  his  ftrength  as  entire  as  he 
.     ;  S  z  poffibly  * 
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BOOK  L  poffibly  cft^ld,  uf^  all  am  to  increafe  it,  and 
^^""^^^'^^'''"""'^  wait   for   opportunities,   which  time   might 
afford,  to  break  the  difhonourable   and'  biir- 
thenfome  chains  hb  had  been  foi'ced  to  put 
on.     Thefe  arguments,  being  agreeable  tb  his 
own  fecret  thoughts,  could  ndt  fail  to  make 
a  grdat  impreffion  upon  him ;    and  he  was 
checked  by  no  Icrujdes,  having  been  accuf- 
fomed  to  violate  the   moft   ibledia  engage-^ 
ftients.     His  mercenaries  therefore  were  re* 
tained;  And  feveral  caftles,  whrch  were  id 
'    th*  tuftody  of  his  fridnds,  contihued  unde- 
iii6lifhed>  again  ft  the  faith  he  had  given  to 
the  duke^  and  with  a  tnanifeft   purpofe  to 
tnaifttain  hisown  fadion  in  their  fuirftrength; 
while  Henfy's  party  Hvas  weakened  by  the 
lofs  of  many  ftrong  ^jJacei,  which  had  been 
pulled  down  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  6f 
Wincheftcr,  and  by  his  having  difniiflcd  all 
the  foreigners  engaged  in  his  fervice.     The 
duke,  alarnied  at  this,  procured  a  new  par- 
liament  to    aflemble  at   Dunftable,    where^ 
With  great  modcfty,  but  with  proper  forcey 
lie  cpmplained  of  the  king  for  having  vio-^ 
lated  the  agreement  between  them  in  points 
cf  fuch  moment ;  and  dtfired  a  iincere  and 
complete  execution  of  it,  without  any  ftir- 
'  ther  delay.     Stephen,  however,  found  fome 

fpecious  excufes,  to  put  it  off;  and  Henry 
ifcought  fit,  though  very  unwillingly,  to  re* 
tJeive  thcffe  excufes,  rather  than  come  to  an 
open  rupture  with  his  new  father  fo  foon: 
the-ftatc  of  his  foreign  affairs^  vvhich  began 

now 
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<ti6w  to  require  his  prefence  abroad,  maWog*O^J^* 
him  afraid  of  being  too  long  detained  in  this*      ^  '  " 

ifland,  if  he  (hould  draw  the  iword  in  refent- 

:inent  of  thei«  proceedings*     But  he  negle£ted  r^ 
no  caution  to  fecure  himfelf  fronti  the  clouds 
he  faw  gathering  about  him^  and^  while  no« 

•thing  was  openly«,talked-of  but  union  and 
peace^  diftruft,  the  fore-runner  of  civil  wpr, 

*was  dif^ofing  both  parties  to  overturn  an 
agreement^    founded    on    principles    of   too 

.much  refinencusnt^  and  held  together  by  too 
weak  a  cement,  to  laft  very  long.  It  feeqas 
to  have  been  copied  long  afterwards,  in  the 

-accord  made  by  parliament,  and  by  the 
chiefs  of  both  fa£lions,  between  Henry  the 
Sixth .  and  the  duke  of  York.  That  was 
quickly  broken ;  and  yet  it  was  more  likely 
to  have  Jaftcd  than  this;  Henry  the  SiXth 
being  a  man  of  a  nriuch  weaker  fpirit  than 
Stephen*  But,  iii  this  inftance,  if  a  war  had 
enfued,  the  event  of  the  conteit  would,^  in 

-all  probability,  have  proved  fatal  to  Stephen  ; 
for  Henry  had  now  almoft  the  whole  na^on 
attached  to  his  interefis,  both  by  their  oaths 

:and  afiedioos.  1  he  quarrel  would  have  been 
folely  imputed  to  the  king;  and  he  would 

.have  appeared  to  have  made  it  trom  the  moft 
odious  caufe,  viz.  the  breach  of  tbofe  articles 
which  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  people  of 
£t)gland,  were  mod  delirous  to  fee  per- 
formed, not  for  the  lake  of  the   duke,  but 

-of  themklvcs^     for    their   own    fafety  and 

.  honour.    And  though,  by  £aithfully  execut- 

S  3  ing 
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BOOK  t  tng  thcfc  parts  of  the  treaty^  Henry  had  loft 
"^  a  confidcrable  ftrength,  yet  his  gain  from  it 

iirould  have,  greatly  exceeded  his  lofs.  For 
a  union  of  the  Enghfh,  fupported  by  the 
fpiritual  arms  of  the  church,  which  would 
have  been  employed  againft  Stej^en  and  all 
who  adhered  to  himi  in  cafe  of  a  rupture 
apparently  commenced  by  his  fault,  would 
undoubtedly  have  done  the  duke  much  more 
fervice,  than  he  could  h^ve  drawp  from  the 
caflles  he  had  deniolifhed,  or  the  foreigners 
he  hacl  difmiffed.  A  prince,  who  dares  ven- 
ture to  throw  himfelf  wholly  upon  the  affec- 
tion of  his  country,  is  much  more  likely  to 
have  fuccefsy  and  will  be  niuch  lefs  embarrafled 
if  he  fucceeds,  than  he  who  l-clies  on  any 
foreign  ftrcngth.  But  it  would  have  been 
al  ^ays  in  the  power  of  Henry,  if  he  had 
found  that  he  i-eally  flood  in  need  of  fuch 
aid,  to  bring  over  reinforcements  from  his 
foreign  dominions,  without  any  ofFfenqe  to 
the  Englifh  ;  who,  in  th^t  cafe,  vvould  have 
laid  all  the  blame^  of  the  neceffity  on  the 
king,  not  on  him.  So  that  every  way,  if 
the  war  had  botn  renewed,  he  muft  have 
been  fuperior  to  Stephen, 
Gcrv,  chron,  |f  We  may  believe  Gervafe  of  Canterbury, 
-  ^'^^'^[^^[{ortiQ'Of  the  mercenaries  conl fired  to  aflaffi- 
jiate' Henry;  William,  otf  Bloisi  Stephen's 
fon,  being  privy  to  the  plot,  wnich  was  to 
have  been  eicecuted  upon  the  road  between 
Dover  and  Canterbury,  as  Henry  was  return-^ 
|ti|;  with  the  king  froni  a  conference  held 
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at  Dover  with  the  earl  and  cooiitefs  of  Flati*  B  o  o  k  '• 
dirs.  The  fame  author  fays^  that  William^*  ■■i,^i..Miir# 
breaking  his  leg,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe  on 
Barham  Down,  Henry  was  faved  by  that 
accident ;  which  having  difconcerted  and  ftop* 
ped  the  icpnl^irators,  he  happily  got  ibme 
Botice,  of  their  defign :  upon  which  he  im- 
mediately went  to  London,  and  there  taking 
ihip  paded  over  to  Normandy,  before  thefc 
ruffians  had  tinae  to  refume  their  confpiracy, 
and  put  his  life  again  h\  danger.  But  the 
credit  of  this  ftory  ieems  doubtful ;  as  none 
of  the  mercenaries  were  profecuted  by  Henry 
on  that  account,  when  they  were  in  hv$ 
power,  after  the  death  of  Stephen ;  and  as 
we  find  that  he  then  treated  William  of 
Blois  with  great  kindnefs ;  which  he  would 
hardly  have  dotie,  if  there  had  been  any  evi* 
dence^  or  -even  a  probable  fufpicion^  of  his 
having  been  guilty  of  fo  foul  a  treafon.  Nor 
is  it  likely  that  fo  young  a  man  ihould  have 
engaged  in  fuch  an  a^ion,  without  the 
knowledge  of  hi«  father,  whom  even  Ger- 
vafe  of  Canterbury  does  not  accufe  of  having 
been  acquainted  with  the  confpiracy.  The 
duke*s  dieparture  fiom  England  may  be  ac* 
counted  for  by  the  Hate  of  his  foreign  affairs 
in  ihat  conjun6lure :  and  it  feems  at  leaf): 
very  certain,  that,  if  he  did  haften  it  in  con- 
fequence  of  fome  alarm  of  this  nature,  he 
afterwards  found  no  proof  fufficient  to  con- 
demn any  of  the  perfons  accufed,  even  ia 
his  own  judgement. 

S  4  Scoti* 


pooK  i^     SWtland  had  ttk^ni^  parr  i»  *U  theft 

^:^    nr^.  trj»!ifa^ibas,  hejng  dif^We^  trQUi  gjiving.  any 

tUlihwct  to  Henry  ^y  |Jia  de^th  pf  D^vld  tb* 

v.Hovedcn,  ^irft.-    XUat  Jciugha^i  die4  in  th(B  year  ^levfnii 

i^i^sT;^^^^^^^  ^iid  fifcy-thfec,    Within  lefs  than  9 

Ann.waverL|:welveinonth    aft^r    th^   deqeafe    of    Prince 

E^ch^M^^^^^^  his  fan  J  duriHg  which  tifn'e  hjs-at- 

Dav.  I.   '    liiwajfioa  had  bfeen  wh^Uy  cmp\qy^^  in  fettling 

v.Neubrig.  |i^^  fucceiJjoq^  'ai)dothpr  »#airs  of  importance 

iviaim(b?i.  v.,within  hi*  Qwnj  kbgdwn*     Thp  jbft  of  trh^ff 

c.  10.  L  89.  tvira  prince^,  who  W^rf  th?  fuppoat  and  glory 

deHen.  I.    ^f  |.i^qJ|.  countfy,  w^$  rpuch  bewailed  by  th? 

Buchan.  ut    Scotch.'  -Ill  juftijccv  ill  foftitude,  apd^U  rqyal 

T%t  uft     •virtii«s,:  the  frthpr  ha4  equalled  ;he  greateft 

fuiyaM!^i/i4.  kings  5  jindthe  fpft  had  ptomifed  to  equal  the 

father:  nor  did  th^yjefs  refeixibie  on;?  auo^ 

.tliisr  ill  the  pii^ty^   purity,   and  fan<^ity   of 

.their  lives.     Neither  pf  them   was  oyer   fo 

inuch  as  fufpe^ed  of  au   unlawful  amour; 

'tWugh  David,  ^tft^r  th§  deafh  pf  Matilda, 

his  conCortf  whooj:  he  paflionately  IpvecJ,  had 

•remained  a  widower  jibove  tiventy  ye^r^*     H0 

was  the  ^rft  kiqg.  of  Scotland  who  (to  ufe 

this  expreflion  of  iWilUam  of  Malmibuiy),  i^ 

ving  hen  polifhid  byt  hh  idt4C4timandJ<imUi4iri(»i 

in  the  Rnglijh  CQurf^  had  rubhd ^f  ^U'the  rufi 

,of  the  (indent  ^oicb  harbmftn^  and  likcwif? 

liad  endeavoured '  to  pplifla  his  people  :>  for 

which  purpofe,  foon   after  his  iceeffioii  tQ 

•the   crown,   he  gra^ited   afi    eQC6a»ptioiH  for 

-three  years,  froni.  ell  taxes,  tp .  a;5 . ipanjr  ^ 

■;hLs^  fubjq€is  as^  ie  their  houfeSja .  theiff  tables, 

and  their  drefs^  ^Yould  be  roj>re  cij?^ftnt  th^\ 
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ftho  reft  of  their  countrymen,  according^  tpROOK  j^ 
the  modes  then  praflifed  in  England*    ^ut,  ^      j^  '     ' 
at  the  fame  time,  he  took  care^  that  by  re* 
fining  their  mannejs  he  nbight  not   corrupt 
them  :  for  he  rcftrained  all  luxury,  and  ba- 
nilhed  out  of  Scotland  all  epicures,  and  fuch 
.as  fludied   arta  to  provoke  the  appetke :   fo 
that  his  pepple  learned  from  him  a  ftri€t  mo- 
•xal  .difci]f>rn)e,  together  with  the  jgraces  of  a 
^dec^nt    politenefs;    leflbns    that    are   ieldom 
^aught  to  a  nation  by  die  fame  matter !  He    . 
drew  to  his  court  many  knights  and  barons  of 
England,  fron>  whom  feveral  noble  families    * 
in   Scotland  are  defcended.     It  appears  too, 
that  he  occafionally   employed   them  in  his^ 
army  ;  which  might  well  have  excited  a  na- 
tional jealoufy  in  his  fubjefts  :  and  that  it^did 
not,  is  a  great  proof  of  the  afFedion  they  had 
for  him,  and  of  their    extraordinary    confi- 
dence in  his  good  intentions.     But,  -  amidft 
jhe  encomiums  made,  on  liim  equally  by  the 
Scotch  and  Englifh  writers,  the  former  have 
blamed  him  for  an  exceffivc   profufenefs  in 
,his  bpuuty  to  the  church.     And  indeed   he 
went  too  far:    for,  befides  adding  four  bi- 
ihopricks  to  the  fix  that  he  found  endowed 
by  his  predeceflbrs,  he  built  and  repaired  a 
.great  number  of  monafteries,  and  for  the  fup- 
port  of  thefe  donations,  aiien^ted^  fo  much  of 
Che  lands  of  the  crown^  that  htf  impoverilhed 
^11  his  fucceflbrs ;  which  made  King  James  the 
Firft  of  Scotland  fay,  not  unwittily,  tha;t  he 
iK^^  afouf^mtf^r  f/j^  crown.     Yet  this  was  a 

fault. 


2({6  HISTORY  OF  THE  LIFE 

BOOK  r.  fault,  not  of  the  man,  but  of  the  religion  ill 
'  which  -he  was  educated ;  the  piety  qf  a  prince, 

in  the  notions  of  thofe  times,  being  meafured 
by  the  extent  of  his  prodigality  to  tiie  church. 
Pavid  has  alfo  been  blamed,  by  fome  Ehglifh 
liiftorians,  on  account  of  the  cruelties  com- 
mitted by  his  forces  in  their  incurfions  into 
England.  But  they  themfelves  own,  that  he 
ufed  his  utmort  endeavours  to  reftrain  their 
barbarity ;  and  therefore  it  feems  that  both 
he  and  Malcolm,  his  father,  againft  whom 
an  accufation  of  the  fame  nature  is  brought^ 
were  more  unfortunate  than  criminal  id  it ; 
the  ferocity  of  their  troops  overcoming  the 
gentlenefs  of  their  own  difpofitions,  and  all 
that  their  difcipline  could  do  to  tame  it. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  one  of  the  very  few 
pnnces,  fainted  by  Rome,  who  deferve  a  place 
in  the  catalogue  of  good  and  great  kings* 
.  The  Scotch  were  the  mpre  afflicted  at  his 
death,  and  that  of  his  fon,  becanfe  his  gra;id- 
fon,  who  fncceeded  to  his  crown,  was  under 
V  age.     But  Macduff  earl  of  Fife,  who  had  the 

guardianfhip  of  the  young  king,  named  Mal- 
colm the  Fourth,  and  all  the  nobility,  to 
whole  care  and  afFeftion  David  had,  on  his 
death- bed,  recommended  that  prince,  main- 
tained the  k^ngdom  free  from  inteftine  dif- 
orders ;  and  wifely  avoided  to  intermeddle 
any  further  in  the  diffenfions  of  England, 
only  defining  to  preferve,  if  they  could,  what 
had  been  gained  from  that  country  in  the  late 
reign.    Nor  had  Stephen  the  leifure  to  give 

them 
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them  any  difturbance  either  before  or  after^QQ^  ^; 
the  treaty  of  Wincheftcr ;   fo  that  they  kepf''      ^       ^ 
pofleflion  of  the  three  northern   counties  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

Henry  arrived  in  Normandy  a  little  before  A.  D,  ir^i, 
Eafter  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- 
four.  His  intcrefts  there  had  not  fufFered 
much  by  his  abfence.  Though  Louis,  in 
order  to  flop  his  defign  upon  England,  had 
threatened  a  renewal  of  the  war  in  thofe  parts ; 
yett  when  he  found  that  his  departure  had  not 
left  cither  that  dutchy,  or  Anjou,  or  any 
province  of  Aquitaine,  without  a  ftrength  Chron.Nonn. 
fuificient  to  defend  them,  he  was  not  very  P*  ^^'~^'* 
forward  to  undertake  any  enterprize  of  mo- 
ment againft  them ;  contenting  himfclf  with 
burning  a  fmali  mark6t-town,  and  one  of  the 
fuburbs  of  Vernon  in  Normandy  :  but  after- 
wards, being  ftrengthened  by  aid  from  the 
earl  of  Flanders,  he  laid  iiege  to  the  caftle. 
As  Henry  was  nephew  to  the  countefs  of 
Flanders,  one  (hould  rather  have  expected 
that  her  hufband  would  have  taken  part  with 
him  in  this  war;  but  either  he  preferred  the 
friendOiip  of  Louis,  or  though^t  himfelf 
bound  to  affift  him  as  a  vaflal.  Nevcrthelefs, 
after  the  fiege  had  laftcd  a  fortnight,  he  re- 
folved  to  draw  off  his  forces,  as  having  ful- 
filled  the  time  of  feryice  required  by  his 
tenures.  Louis,  upon  this,  muft  have  raifed 
the  fiege  with  difgrace,  if  he  had  not  found 
means  of  corrupting  the  governor^  Richard 
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BOOK  I.  de  Vernon;  vrbo  trescheroufly  furreaderedlo 
' — ^  ■  him  the  caftle  aird  town.  He  then  quitted 
Normandy,  ^nd  did  not  return  till  Septeoj- 
bcr^  when  all  he  performed  was  ietting  fire, 
by  furpri2e,  to  an  unfortified  quarter  of  the 
towfj  qf  Verncuil.  Nor  had  he  roadeany  fur- 
v.Chfon.    thcr    attempt    jigauitt   that   diitchy^  or  any 

Sc'«o"?mag!^^^^^^^^  beloogiag  to  Henry,  at  the 

hill. fubann.  time  when  that  priijce  came  over  from  Eog- 
IJ.5'-     „,land;    having,  been   wholly   taken  up. with 

Vincent. Bel-    ,  .      ^       ^  ,  r  u- 

iracen.  fub  .the  pkafures  and  pmnpn  of  his  new  mar- 
,  codemanno.  riagc,  whiQh  was  conlumojfited  by  hinif  in 
'    \  the    beginning  of  this  year  clcveti   hundrfid 

and  fitty-fopri  with  Copftantia  the  daughter 
—  of,Alphon(a  the   Eighth,  king  of  Caftilc, 
.who,    from    his  fuperiority    over  the  other 
:3f^ni(h    kingSj    and  hi3  viiSories   over  the 
(Moors,  b^d  afliimed  the  high  title  of  Eoi- 
.perpr  of  Spairt.   But  he  fecretly  intrigued  with 
rlbme  nqblies.of  Aquitaine,   and  excited  them 
,t^  a  revolt,  which  was  eafily  done ;  the  na- 
ture of  their  government,  affording  perpetual 
;mStter  of  dilcord  between   them  and  their 
:duke^  and  the  heat  of  their  temper  inflaming 
all  differences   into  a  war.     Henry    delayed 
'.not  a  moment  to  go  into  Aquitaine :    fixr  be 
^well  underftood  that  any  fuch  difordcrs,  how- 
.cver  inconfiderable    they  may   appear,    will 
.foon  become  djingerous,  if  ,thcy  are  not  at- 
;tended   to   in    their    firfl:    beginnings;    a»d- 
that  the  prefence  of  a  fover^ign  i$  fometimes 
of  more  ufe  to  appeafe  them  than  his  arms. 
!Tbe  rebel*   were   ftruck  -with   fear  -ayt  bis 

coming 
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doming  among  them,  and  quickfy  iuhtnittcd ; ^  o^^  !• 
the  contagion  of  rebellion  having  been  flop-'      '"      *. 
ped    by.   his   great    diligence   before   it   had; 
fpread  •  very  far :   fo   that,  tranquillity  bcin^ 
reftored    in   thofe    provinces    within    ia   fe\v 
months,  h6  went  back  into  Noi'mandy,  an  J 
renewed  his    negotiations  for  a  pe^ce  With 
L6uis,  or  father  Continued  them,  and  preflecf 
their  conclufibn.     For,  as  that  monarch  had 
made  no  attack  upon  Normandy  durmg  ther 
troubles  in  Aquitaine,  it  is  probable  hetvasr 
much  difpofed  to  a  peace,  but  waited  till  hct 
had    feen  how  thefe  would   end    befote  he 
took  his  refolution.     The  death  bf  JEuftacef 
facilitated     the     treaty ;     Louts    being    no 
longer  embarraffed  with  the  claim  and  conl^ 
plaints  of  a  brother-in-law,    whom  he  wa^ 
aihamed    to    fbrfake.     An   unwillingncf^   td 
leave   his  bride  was  alfo  a  motive  to  m^kd 
him  incline   the-  more  to  peaceful  cpunfels; 
.Nor  did  Henry  negled  tofooth  him  by  theJ 
ftrongeft  profcffions  of  refpedl:  for  his  petfon^ 
and  zeal  for  his  fervice ;    which  wrouglit  (b    ^ 
much  on  his  eafy  difpofitron,  that^  he  forgot 
all  the  auger  he  had  conceived  again  ft  that 
prince  on  account  of  his  marriage ;    and,  irt 
the   month  of  Auguft  this  year,  a  treaty  of 
peace  wras   concluded  to   Henry's    great   fa- 
tisfadion.     For  Louis  reftored  to  him  Neuf-, 
marche -and  Vernon,  the  only  town3  he  had 
loft,  on  condition  of  his  paying  the  moderate 
fum  of  two  thoufand  marks,  in  confideration 
bf  the  charge  which'  the  khjg  had  fullained 
' "'  i   .  'in 
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Lin  taking,  fortifying,  ahi)  keeping  thofb 
places.  No  part  of  Aquitaine  was  yielded  by 
the  duke;  nor  were  any  advantages  obtained 
by  Louis  for  GeofFry  Plantagenet,  or  any  of 
his  other  confederates.  Thus  was  that  flornit 
which  had  threatened  Henry  with  total  de- 
flrudion,  moft  happily  laid,  without  any  lofs 
to  him  in  all  his  dominions  dn  the  contment ! 
And,  by  means  of  this  peace,  he  was  enabled 
to  refift  any  civil  commotions,  which  might 
again  break  out  in  England,  with  the  whole 
flrength  of  thofe  territories ;  or  at  leaf):  he 
was  now  freed  from  any  apprehenfion  of 
danger  to  them,  if  he  (hould  be  obliged  by 
new  troubles,  or  other  affairs  of  importance, 
to  return  into  that  ifland :  an  advantage  fb 
great,  that,  if  he  had  bought  it  at  the  price 
of  a  province,  it  would  not  have  cofl  him 
too  dear.  Never,  indeed,  did  the  policy  of 
King  Henry  the  Firft  draw  him  out  of  a  dif-- 
£cult  and  dangerous  war  with  more  glory ; 
nor  ever  was  that  monarch  more  revered  for 
his  wifdom,  than  his  grandfon  was  at  this 
time.  The  -crown  of  England,  which  he  had 
effectually  fecured  to  himfclf,  caft  an  addi- 
tional fplendor  upon  him.  He  was  alfo  very 
happy  in  his  domeftick  life.  Eleanor,  in  the 
fecondycar  of  their  marriage,  had  brought  him 
a  foil,  and  was  now  again  big  with  child. 
But,  as  all  human  felicity  muft  have  alleys, 
he  had  but  juft  concluded  his  peace  with 
Jlouis,  when  he  fell  dangeroufly  ill.  His 
youth  and  the  ftreqgth  of  his  conftitution 
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t)rcferve(l   him ;    aiid,   having  recovered   his  BOOK  L 
Health,  he  immediately  led  an  army  into  the' 
French  Vcxin,  to  reduce  otie  of  the  barons 
belonging  to  that  province,  who  had  taken 
up  arms  againft  Louis.     This  was  an  accept* 
able  fervice  to  that   prince,   and    helped   to 
confolidate    the    friendfhip    between    them^ 
which  Hepry  defired  to  render  as  firm  as  he 
could :    for    peace    alone,     without    amity, 
would  not  anfwer   his  purpofe,   by  leaving 
him  at  full  liberty  to  apply  all  his  attention  to 
his  Englilh  affairs.     He  therefore  moft  wil-     ' 
lingly  performed  this  ad  of  feudal  obedience ; 
nor  did  it  cofl  him  much  trouble ;  for  the  ba- 
ron  fubmitted   peaceably   to   his   mediation, 
and  was   reconciled  by  him  to  the  king,  on 
terms  that  fatisfied  both.     From  thence  he  Chron.Nomv 
went  to  belicge  a  caftle,  which  had  revolted  "'^^'P'*^ 
againft  him  in  Normandy,  for  what   reafon 
we  are  not  told,    but  moft  probably  on  ac« 
count  of  a  refumption  of  grants,  which  he 
had    begun    about    this    time    to   make    in  ' 

that  dutchy.  While  he  was  employed  in 
this  fiege  he  received  intelligence  of  Stephen's 
death. 

That  prince,  from  the  time  of  their  parting  Gcnr  Chron. 
till  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael,  had  been  taken  up5j^^;^-"j54^ 
in  a  progrefs  through  Ibme  of  the  counties^  re-  c.  32"^  **' 
mote  from  London ;  affedling  to  fhew  himfelf . 
in  all  the  ftate  of  a  king  to  his  fubjefts,  after  £b 
long  an  ccliple  of  his  majefty ;  and  fo  far  ex- 
erting the  royal  authority  with  real  advantage 
to  himfelf  and    his  pcopjie,  that   he  cauled 

feveral 
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g^ooit  I.  feveral  caftles,'  bmlt  during 'his  rergn,  aiid 
''"■'■^^  which  were-  become  dens  of  thieves  and  re- 
ceptacles of  villains  of  every  kind,  fd  be  burnt 
to  the  ground  before  his  eyes':  f)ut  ftill  he 
fparcd  many  others, , which  his  own  friends 
were  poffeffed  df,  notwithftariding  the  remon-i 
flrance^' Henry  had   made  on  that  account.' 

\  One  dfthofe  which  he  thought  fit  to  demolifli 
in  Yorkfhire  was  with.great  contumacy  held 
out  againft  him  by  Philip  de  Tolleville,  who 
Imagined  it  fo  ftrong  by  its  fituation,  enclofedl 
with  rivers,  marflies,  and  woods,  by  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  works,  the  plentiful  ftores  of  pro* 
vifion,  and  the  courage  of  the  garrifon,  vv|fo 

,  were  all  perfons  of  defperate  fortunes  like 
himfelf,  that  the  reducing  of  it  would  be  a 
work  of  more  time  and  labour  than  Stepheii 
Would  be  willing  to  beftow  upon  it.  But 
that  prince,  aflembling  a  great  army  from  all 
the  neighbouring  counties,  in  addition  to  the 
force  he  had  with  him  before^  took  it  by  af- 
fault  in  a  few  days.  This  was  the  laft  me- 
morable aft  of  his  life.  For  on*  the  twenty-^ 
fifth  of  Odober,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

I  eleven  hundred  and  fifi(:y-four,  he  died  of  the 
^  "  piles  and  of  an  iliac  paflion  in  a  convent  at 
Dover,  to  which  town  he  had  gone  to  meet 
the  carl  of  Flanders,  who  defired  a  fccond 
conference  with  him,  the  fubjeft  of  which 
we  are  not  told  by  afiy  hiftorian.  His  deat^ 
Was  nnlooked  .  for,  both  by  his  friends  am 
his  enemies,  as  he  was  then  but  in  the  fif- 
tieth year  of  hi9  age,-  and  a*  man  of  gtea' 
ftrength 
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ftrefigth,  ftot  addi<9:ed  to  any  excefs  or  in-BOOK  L 
temperance.  He  left  but  two  legitimate' 
children,  William  of  Blois,  and  a  daughter 
whofe  name  was  Mary.  Some  authors  fay 
he  had  two,  and  others  three,  natural  fons ; 
one  of  whom,  named  Gervafe,  was  abbot  of 
Weftminfter  ;  another,  named  .  Ranulph,  is 
faid  to  have  been  chamberlain  to  Henry  the 
Second:  probably  the  other  died  young ;  for 
that  any  provifion  was  made  for  him  I  can- 
not difcover.  ^ 

The  valour  of  this  king  was  much  the  moft 
ihining  part  of  his  charafter.  In  the  field  of 
battle  he  was  a  hero,  though  every  where 
elfe  an  ordinary  man.  .But  even  his  military 
abilities  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  ufe  of 
his  fword  and  battle-axe.  The  extent  of 
his  genius  was  not  proportioned  to  a  great 
plan  of  adion :  his  forefight  was  Ihort  and 
imperfeft,  his  difcipline  loofe,  and  his  whole 
conduiSt  in  vvar  that  of  an  alert  partifan,  ra- 
ther than-  of  a  difcreet  and  judicious  com- 
mander. 

He  had  in  his  nature  fbme  amiable  virtues^ 
as  generofity,  clemency,  and  dffability,  which, 
under  the  direftion  of  wifdom  and  juftice, 
would  have  given  him  ^  place  among  the  befl 
of  our  kings;  but,  for  want  of  thofe  lights  to 
I  .ide  and  rule  them,  they  were  unworthily, 
\  eakly,  and  hurtfuily  employed.  His  .mind 
\  as  very  active,  and  always  pufhing  him  on 

Vol;  II.  T^  to 
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B  o  o  K  I.  to  bold  undertakings,  in  which  he  feldoifl 
***"■"''  proved  fucccfsful ;  for,  fetting  out  wrong,  and 
having  left  the  ftrait  path  of  honour  audi  vir- 
tue, he  got  into  a  labyrinth  of  perplexed  and 
crooked  meafures,  out  of  which  he  nev^r 
afterwards  could  extricate  himfelf,  either 
with  reputation  or  fafety. 

The  times,  and  circumftances,  in  which 
he  was  placed,  required  a  fteady,  calm,  and 
refolute  prudence :  but  he  afted  only  by  ftarts, 
and  from  the  violent  impulfe  of  fome  prefent 
paffion;  always  too  eager  for  the  objcft  in 
view,  and  yet  too  lightly  changing  his  courfe ; 
too  warm  in  his  attachmentSt  and  too  impetu-^ 
ous  in  his  refentments. 

The  guilt  of  his  ufurpation  was  aggravated 
by  perjury,  and  by  the  blacked  ingratitude 
to  his  uncle.  King  Henry^  from  whom  he 
had  received  fuch  obligations,  as,  to  a  mind 
endued  with  a  right  fenfe  of  honour,  would 
have  been  no  lefs  binding  than  the  oaths  hd 
had  taken.  This  was  a  ftain  on  his  chara6ler> 
which  even  the  merit  of  a  good  government 
could  not  have  effaced :  but  his  was  fo  bad, 
that  it  might  have  expelled  a  lawful  king 
from  an  hereditary  throne.  Indeed  the  weak* 
nefs  of  his  title,  and  the  too  great  obliga- 
tions he  had  to  the  clergy  in  his  cleftipn,/' 
were  incumbrances  that  bung  very  heavy 
^,  upon  him,  and  the  original  caufes  of  all  his 
troubles.     Yet  againft  both  thefe  difficulties, 

—  utieafy 
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tJncafy  is  they  were,  he  rpight  have  ibilnd  aBOoKjb 
refoutce  in  the  afFedtion  of  his  people.     Hcnrj'^       ^^^ 
the  Firft,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reigh,  w^s*^ 
fto  lefs  indebted  to  the  clergy  than  he^  nor 
was   his  title  n^ore   clear :  .  notwithftanding 
which,  he  maintained  himfelf  in  the  throne, 
and  kept  the  church  in  due  obedience,  by  i 
government  popular  without  meannefs,  and 
ftrong  without  violence.     But  bribes  and  a 
Handing  army  of  the  moft  odious  foreign  mer- 
cenaries   were    the     wretched    fupports    on 
which  his  fucceflbr  leaned,  to  fecure  a  preca-, 
rious  and  unnatural  power.     liiftead  of  gra- 
dually trying  to  fhake  off  the  fetters,  which 
\       the  church  had  impofed  upon  hirri  at  his  ac^ 
I       ceffion  to  the  crown^  by  the  proper  and  legal 
^       affiftance  of  parliament^  he  was  continually 
Weakening  the  royal  authority,    by  furthct 
conceffiotis  to   the   bifhops,   in  hopes  of  at- 
tachhig  thengi  more  firmly  to  his  interefts ; 
and,  when  he  ventured  to  quarrel  with  th^m, 
he  did  it  in  a  manner  which  hurt  the  privi- 
leges  of  his    temporal    barons  no  lefs  than 
theirs,   and  made  civil  liberty  appear  to  be 
interefted  in   their    defence.     Thus    he   de- 
ftroyed  the  only  ground  upon  which  he  could 
ftand,  and  changed  the  natui^e  of  the  queftioii 
between  him  and  Matilda,  making  her  caufe 
and  her  fon's  the  caufe  of  the  nation,  inftead 
of  a  perfonal  claim  of  inheritance.  ^  ,     . 

His    private  life  was  far  better    than,  his 

publick  condu6t.     He  was  a  good   huiband 

and  kind  father :  but  to  his  children,  as  well 

T  a-  »« 
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as  to  his  friends,  he.  was' too  kind^  and  took 
no  care  to  reftrain  the  vices  of  their  youth; 
a  fault,  which  is  indeed  very  blameable  in  a 
king,  becaufc  of  the  mifchiefs  it, may  bring 
upon  his  people. 

He  was  remarkably  free  from  fuperftition ; 
a  merit  very  uncommon  m  that  ignorant  age^ 
and  fecming  to  indicate  a  flrength  of  under- 
ftatiding  which  did  not  belong  to  him  in 
any  other  refpefts.  There  is  a  ftrangc  incon* 
fiftency  in. human  nature  !  The greateft  minds 
often  fall  into  weakneffes,  which  the  loweft 
would  be  afliamed  of;  and  peribns  of  mean 
parts  are  exempt  from  certain  follies,  to  which 
very  wife  ones  are  enflay^ed  !  Nor  did  this  fu- 
periority  in  Stephen  produce  fuch  effects  on 
his  government  as  might  naturally  have  been 
expefted  from  it.  Th?  weakeft  bigot  that 
ever  reigned  could  not  have  facrificed  more  of 
the  rights  of  the  ftate  to  a  falfe  fcnfe  of  reli- 
gion, than  he  did  to  falfe  notions. of  intereft 
and  ambition. 

Confidering  him  in  the  moft  favourable 
lights,  we  (hall  find  him  unfit  for  a  throne. 
If  he  had  been  only  an  earl  of  Mortagne  and 
Boulogne,  he  might  perhaps,  by  his  courage, 
liberality,  and  good*nature,  have  fupported 
that  rank  with  a  very  fair  reputation.  But 
no  great  idea  can  be  formed  of  a  monarch, 
whole  whole  conduct  in  government  broke 
every  rule  of  good  and  true  policy  ;  who, 
diaving  gained  the  crown  he  wore  by  the  love 
I  *  of 
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of  the  nation,  governed  by  a  foreign  minifter,*  O  o  K  I. 
and  foreign  arms  ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  gave  "^ 
way  to  innovations,  which  rendered  his  Tub- 
jeds  formidable,  to  him ;  then,  by  all  means 
of  abfolute  defpotifm,  without  regard  to  law 
or  juftice,  endeavoured  to  fubdue  the  power 
he  had  raifed ;  and,  after  having  made  his 
whole  reign  a  long  civil  war,  purchafed  at 
laft  a  dilhonourable  and  joylefs  peace,  by  ex- 
cluding his  fon  from  the  fucceffion  to  the 
crown,  adopting  his  enemy,  and  leaving  him- 
felf  little  more  than  the  vain  pageantry  and 
empty  name  of  a  king. 


Knd  of  the  First  Book  of  the  Hijlory  of  the 
Life  of  King  Henry  the  Second. 
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B      O      O      K       II. 

np  HE  death  of    Stephen    was  a  favour  BOOK  il. 

-L    of    providence  to  the  people  of  Eng-  ^-~v ' 

P      land,    which   (aved  them  from   many  great   *    *  ^^S^ 
}      itnpendhig  evils.     The  peace   of  the  king-^ 
j^      dom  no  longer  depended  upon  the  fiditious 

union  of  natural  and  irreconcileable  enemies. 

Henry  Platitagenet  was  now  the  unqueftion^ 
(       able  and  fole  king  of  England.     Whatever 
\       fecret   fcbemes  had   been  fprmed^  or  might- 
\       be  forming,  to  defeat    his  fucceffion,    they 
i        were  entirely  overthrown  by  this  event.     It 

has  been   mentioned  before,    that    he    wasv.Neubrig 

befieging  a  caftle  m  Normandy  which  had^**'^'^*' 
I        revolted;  againft  him,  when  intelligence  cgimc 

to  him  that  Stephen  was  dead.     The  lords 

pf  his  council  advifed  him  tp  baftw  to  Eng- 
T  4  land. 
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BOOK  II.  land,  for  fear  his  enemies  fliould  ufe  the  op« 
'  .  '  portunity  of  his  abfence  to  excite  fome  dif- 
orders ;  but  he  cooly  replied,  that  they 
ivould  not  dare  to  do  any  thing ;  and  could 
not  be  perfuaded  to  raife  the  fiege  till  the 
caftle  had  been  forced  to  furrender  at  difcre* 
tion,  which  it  did  in  a  few  days.  Nor  was 
his  confidence  vain :  for  he  had  efliablifhed 
his  power  in  England  on  fuch'afolid  foun- 
dation, arid  put  the  care  of  his  interefts  into 
fuch  fafe  and  able  hands,  that  his  prefence 
there  was  not  neceffary :  and  this  being  the 
cafe,  it  was  certainly  wife  in  him  iiot  to 
.  leave  behind  him  any  root  of  rebellion.  It 
might  indeed  have  been  natural  for  fo  young 
a  king  to  be  more  impatient  to  put  oii  his 
royal  robes:  but  the  folidity  of  his  mind 
gave  no  way  to  the  impreffions  of  vanity; 
and  he  preferred,  upon  all  occafions,  what 
was  really  great  to  the  oftentation  of  great- 
nefs. 

Chron.Norm.  Having  entirely  pacified  Normandy,  he 
p-  990*  went  to  Rouen,  and  conferred  with  his  mo- 
ther, who  prudently  agreed  to  remain,  as 
before,  in  that  dutchy,  and  not  go  with  him 
;  to  England ;  thinking  that  her  prefence 
might  hurt  him  there,  as  (he  was  not  be- 
loved by  the  Englifh  ;  or  tecling,  perhaps^ 
that  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  refide  as 
a  fubjefl  where  {he  had  reigned  as  a  queen. 
Whatever  right  fhe  had  to  the  crown,  a  for^ 
mal  ceffion  of  it,  in  favour  of  her  fon,  by 

^»7 
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any  public  aft,  was  not  thought  to  be  ne* book  ir> 
ccffary,   nor    does  it  appear  that  he  deiired         " 
h :    her    acquiefcence    in    what    had    been 
fettled   by  the  treaty  of  Winchefter   being 
efteemed  by  the  nation,  and  even  by  her  own 
xnofi:  zealous   friends,  a  fufiicient   releafe   of 
the  oaths   they  had  taken  to  her,  either  in 
the  life-time  of  her  father,  or  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Lincoln.     And  Henry  himfelf  mighr    ^ 
think,  according  to  the  notions  received  in 
thofe  days,  that  his*  title  in  itfelf  was   better 
than  hers;    as  he  was  the  neareft  heir  male 
to  his  grandfather.  King  Henry.     Certain  it 
is,  that  there  was  no  renunciation   declared 
on  her  part,  nor  refignatiop  of  her  claim  in 
his  behalf;    but  his  right  of  fucccflion  was 
left  upon   the  foot  of  the  treaty  of  agree- 
ment between  him  and  Stephen.     This  great 
point  being   adjufted,  he  fummoned  all  the 
barons  and  prelates  of  Normandy,  to  advife 
with  them  upon  all  that  was  proper  to  be 
done  in  the  prefent  emergency,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  affairs  of   that  dutchy ; 
but  he  feems  to  have  confided  the  govern- 
ment of  it  entirely  to  Matilda,  endeavouring 
thus  to  make  her  ibme  amends  for  giving 
him  no  trouble  in  the  kingdom  of  England  : 
and  it  muft  be  owned  that  (he  deferved  the 
moft    thankful    acknowledgments,    and   bcft 
returns  in  his  power,  on  that  account.     For 
though    it   is  certain,   that,    if  (he   had   at- 
tempted   to   contend    with    him   for  it,    (he 
would  not   have  fuccecdcd;  yet,   by  fuch  a 

difpute, 
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yooK  IL  difpute,  (he  would  hare  grievbufly  embar^ 
iJafied  his  filial  piety,  and  difturbed  his> 
Genr.  Chron.  quieC.  But  ill  bciiig  accommodated  to  their 
SbruSiT4.  "^^^"^^  fati$fe£lion,  Henry^  and  his  two 
Neubrig,  1.  i!  brothers^  With  Eleanor,  and  a  moft  fplendid 
f.  32.  i.ii.  tfg^jjj  Qf  liability,  repaired  to  Barfleur,  at 
^^  *'  which  port  they  intended  to  embark ;  but^        ] 

the  winds    bemg    contrary,   they  were  de* 
,  '  rained  there  a  month,  during  all  which  time 
no    diforders    happened    in  -  England.     The       j 
?irchbi(hop    of  Canterbury  '(Theobald)   was       1 
eminently    inftrumental    in   preferving    the        l 
peace   of  the   realm,    by  the ,  extraordinary 
diligence,    pru4eace,     and     firmnefs,     with 
which  he  adted  at  the  head  of  a  regency,  or        : 
'    council  of  flate,   th^t  bad  the  care  of.  tb^ 
government   till  Henry   iJ>ould  toine  over ;        l 
but  it  was  principally  owing-  to  the  affedtion        | 
of  the  publick,  which  the  king  had  acquired^        ' 
and  to  the  dreacj  of  his  powcr^  which  awe4        1 
the    moft  fadions  fpirits.     Neverthelefs    he 
was  ufiieafy  at  fo  long  a  delay ;  and,  the  very       i 
firft  moment  that   the  change  of  (he  wind       \ 
enabled  him  to  fail,  he  put  out  to  fea  in  fach        I 
weather,    that    his  fleet  was  4ifp?rfed,  and 
he  was  himfelf  in    fome    danger  of  being^ 
ihip wrecked.;    but,    the   ftorm   abating,    he 
landed    in    the   New   Foreft,    not  far  froin 
Hurft  caftlc,  on  the  feventh  of  December  ii| 
A.'p*  iii:4-the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  abou$ 
*^  fix  weeks  after  the  deceafe  of  StephePt 


Upon 
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Upon  the  king!s  arrival  at  Winchcftcr,  the B  o  ok  lU 
hobleSyc  the  prelates,  and  gentry  of  England,  ^ 
crolvded  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to 
meet  himv  not,  only  as  their  fovereign;  but 
;asii)eir  dtsHwytn    His  journey  from  thence 
ta^Londbo  feencied.to  be  a  co^ninued  trtumv 
'  pbal  proceflionV  and  that  crty  itfelf,  which 
had, been   a;l ways  the  mbft  devoted  to  Stc-- 
ph^Ot  receivied  bim  with  the  higheft  marks* 
of  jaffcjftion,  .  A  few  days  afterwards,  on  the 
Dixieteenth  of  :December,  he  and  his  queen 
were  crowned  in  Weftminfter-abbey  by  the 
furchbiCbop  of  Canterbury,  without  any  fuch 
capitulation  haviDg    been  ofiered  to  him  a9 
had  been  nmde  with  his  predeceflbr,  or  any 
f^har  terms  but  the  ufual  oath  of  the  ancient 
kings  of  England.     This  was   fuflftcient   tQ 
)i)ind  th(?  Coofcience  of  a  good  prince ;    and 
fccent    experience    had    convinced   the    na- 
(tiofi,    that  they  would  not  be  able   to  re* 
ftrain  a  bad  one  by  any  other  form  of  words 
that  could  be  devifed.     Nor  was  it  corififtent 
with    reafon   or  good   policy    to    fufFer  the 
paths  of  allegiance,  to  be  limited  by  condi-^ 
tions;    and   declarations  to  be  inferred  into 
thofe  paths,    that  they  (hould  not  be  binding 
imlefs    fuch   conditions    were    obferved ;    as 
Stephen   had  allowed  to  be  done  in  the  hor 
mage    an4   fpajty  which  he    received   from 
the  bifhops  and  from  Robert  eafl  of  Glocefter, 
indeedi,  a  -difiblution   of  all  obligations   on 
|:he  part  of  the   fubjedl,   by  the   fovereign*s 
breaking  thofe  xn  wl>ich  tbp  relation  between 
'.  ^  them 
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POQKJI.  them  confifts,  is  implied  in  thie  very  nature 
'         of  feudal   allegiance ;   nay,  I  might  fay,  of 
all  government  and  lawful  fubjciSkion :    but 
to  let  out  with  a  fuppofition  that  fuchf  an 
odious  cafe  will  exifl:,  and  make  ad  exprefs 
provifion  for  ir,  is  what  the  wifcft  free  ftites 
have  judicioufly   avoided.  >  Henry  therefore 
would  not  admit  of  any  fuch  -exprefiions  >  in 
the  oaths  taken  to  him ;   but  brought  them 
back  again  to  the  cuftomaryi  fi>rm*     Nor  did 
he   diftinguifli:  the   clergy,   ixi   any   refpcjfty 
from  his  lay  .fubje(3:s,    by  fevoUrs  conferred 
on  them  as  a  body  of  men    who  had  iote- 
refts  feparate  ffoin  thofe  of  •  the  conimunity. 
He  would  not  encourage  faction  in  any  of 
its  members  ;    but  leaft  of  all  in  them,  who 
ought   always   to  be   the  furtheft    removed 
from  that  evil,  and  who,  in  the  late  reign, 
had    been   carried    by  it   fo   far  out  of  the 
bounds  of  their  facred  fundions,  to  the-de- 
triment  of  the  whole  ftate,   and  greatly  to 
the  difhonour  of  religion  itfelf.     How  much 
his    predeceflbr    had    injured  the'  common- 
wealth, and  weakened  the.  civil  power,  by 
the   conceffious  made  to  the  church  at  the 
',       beginning  of  his  reign,  he  well  underftood, 
and  avoided^ every  thing  which  might  feem 
to  lay  him  under   obligations   of  fo  dange- 
rous a  nature.     Neither   did   he    condefcend 
to  apply  to  the  pope,  as  Stephen  had  done, 
for  a  confirmation  of  his  title;    not  having 
any  need  of  fuch  a  fupport,  and  being  fenfi- 
ble    that    Rome    would   avail  berfelf  of  it 
'  .  againft 
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ajg^nft  the  independence  and  dignity,  of  bis  BOOK  ir. 

crown.     The  n^uch  ftronger . pillars,  on  wjiich  ^ ^~^ ' 

he  was  determined  to  fix  his  throne,  were 
the  laws*  of  his  country  and  the  love  pf  his 
people.  To,  gain  that  love,  he  did  not  ftoop 
to  the  arts  of  low  popularity:  he  neither 
debafed  the  ipajefty  of  bis  crown,  qor 
exhaufted  its  treafures  ;  he  did  no{  relax  the 
vigour  of  government,  nor  plunge  the  mr 
tion  into  any  exceffes  of  riot  or  luxury  j 
but  dealt  impartial  juftice  to  all  his  fubjc^s^ 
and  let  none  of  them  be  deprived  pf  his 
royal  goodnefs.  The  narrow  and  iniquitous 
Ipirit  of  party  did  not  confine  the  benigtiity 
of  his  nature,  nor  the  integrity,  greatnefs, 
and  candour  of  his  mind,  within  i^s  own 
limits.  He  faw  that,  toirailjb  ^gain  the  glory 
of  his  kingdom,  it  was;  i^epeflary  firlt  to 
jeftore  concord  and  union  among  his  people, 
to  allay  all  heats,  to  quiet  all  fears,  and  to 
extinguifli  all  memory  of  their  former  divi- 
fions.  This  he  was  able  to  efFedt;  becaufe 
no  falfe  principles  or  notions  of  government 
ftood  in  his  way,  by  the  obftinacy  of  which 
a  reconciliation  of  parties  might  be  pb^ 
ftru<9:ed.  His  title  was  now  univerfally 
acknowledged;  and  all  ati^achment  to  the 
,houfe  of  filoi^  feemed  to  have  been  buried 
,in  the  grave  of  King  Stephen.  He  there- 
fore thought  it  equally  unjuft  and  unvviie 
to  keep  his  reientment  ftill  alive.  The 
'Condu<3:  he^held  was  fuch,  as  fatisfied  thofe 
who  had  moil  violently  oppolcd  his  mother, 

or 
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BOOK  n.or  himfclf,  in  the  late  civil  war,  that,  by 
^'^^"^^  'their  concurrence  in  the  treaty  of  Witiche-* 
ftcr,  they  had  obta'med  his  forgivenefs,  and 
might  by  their  future  loyalty  afpire  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  his  favour.  Thus  he  bap-' 
pily  prevented  the  rage  of  defpair  from  dtf* 
turbixig  his  government,  and  healed  thofe 
wouhos  which  a  lefs  gentle  treatment,  and  i 
Icffi  fltilful  hand,  Would  havie  rendered  incura- 
ble. Neverthclefs,  in  forgettirtg  injuries,  he  did 
not  forget  fervices^ ;  but  eminently  diftinguifti-' 
ed  and  rewarded  the  zeal  of  thofe  friends  who 
had  been  the  moft  faithful  and  able  fupports 
of  his  party. 

Ocrv.  Chron^  goon  after  his  toronation  he  met  his  great 
Ncubrigenisic^J^^cil,  and  advifed  with  them  concerning 
LTuci,  2,  the  ftate  of  his''  kingdom •  The  refult  of 
3'  their  deliberations  was  the  inftant  execution 

of  the  treaty  of  Winchefter  in  thofe  parts 
which  his  predcceflbr  had  left  unperformed, 
beginning  firft  with  that  capital  article,  the 
fending  away  the  foreign  troops.  It  was  not 
without  extreme  reluftance  that  thefe  mer- 
cenaries thought  of  leaving  the  kingdom* 
VM4Fitfteph.They  had  long  been  acciiftomed  to  riot  on 
kS^T^*  thefpoils  of  it  J  and  many  of  their  officers' 
had  acquired  great  eftablifliments  in  it,  par- 
ticularly their  general  William  of  Ipres,  to 
whom  the  earldom  of  Kent  had  been  givei? 
by  Stephen,  with  all  the  wealth  that  the 
bounty  of  a  moft  prodigal  monarch  could 
beftow  on  a  favourite,  who  knew  no  fcmples 

in 
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in  obeyihg  the  will  of  his  mafter,  nor  any  BO  OK  m 
moderation    in    enriching    himfelf.     Others 
had   been  rewarded,   in   proportion  to  theiiJ 
rank,  with  liberal  grants^  which  the  wafte 
©f  the  royal  dcxnefne,  or  the  confifcations  of 
the  advcrfe  pdrty,   had   fupplkd.     To  part 
with  all  theia  emoluments,  to  give  up  the 
recompence  of  fo  many  crimes,   appeared  to 
them  very  hard ;    and  they  would  willingly 
have  prevented  it  by  ftill  greater  crimes,  if 
it  had'  been  in  their  power.     But  they  could 
find  no  competitor  to  fet  up  againft  Henry: 
William  of  Blois^,  Stephen's  fdn,   being  too 
young  and  too  weak,  in  all  rcfpedls,  to  un- 
dertake fb  perilous  an  enterprize ;  and  no  other 
nobleman  having  pretenfions,  or  power,  or  dif- 
content  enough,  to  engage  with  them  in  any 
attempt  againft  the  king,  or  the^peacc  of  the 
kingdom. 

Under  theie  circumftances,  this  formidable 
body  of  veteran  forces,  who  had  fo  long  been 
the  terror  of  the  people  of  England,  began 
to  fear. for  themfelvesj,  deprived,  as  they  were, 
of  all  fupport,  and  expofed  to  the  refent- 
nients  of  an  injured,  infulted,  and  high*  , 
fpirited  nation.  The  divifions  that  had 
weakened  it  in  the  preceding  reign,  and  the 
protection  of  the  crown,  which  was  never 
withdrawn  from  them,  had-  been  their  fecu- 
rity ;  but  they  could  not  be  able  npw,  with  ^ 

the  royal  power  againft  them,  to  withftand        » 
the  united  ftrength  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

One 
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B  o  O  K  II.  One  hope  remainedf  viz.  that  Henry  himfelf 
'^"■■"'■'^'  ^  might  accept  of  their  fervices,  and  (as  his 
predeceflbr  had  done)  make  them  the  inflru- 
ments  of  arbitrary  power.  Examples  are 
frequent  of  princes  having  recourfe  to  thofb 
meafures  of  government,  as  ufeful  and  ne- 
ceflary,  which  they  had  complained  of  as 
national  grievances  before  they  came  to  the 
throne.  William  of  Ipres,  who  had  beea 
long  experienced  in  affairs,  and  was  too 
wicked  to  believe  that  any  man  could  be  vir-^ 
tuous,  might  therefore  imagine,  that  Henry 
Would  think  differently,  when  king  of  Eng- 
land, from  what  he  had.  profeflbd,  at  the 
head  of  the  publlck,  in  oppofuion  to  Stepheo^ 
^  But  that  prince  was  well  convinced,  that,  to 

be  a  great  king,  he  muft  continue  at  the  head 
of  the  publick,  and  not  degrade  himfelf  into 
the  captain  of  a  band  of  foreign  mercenaries* 
JJ^^J^°^''Me  therefore  determined  to  execute  the  refo-- 
lutions  of  parliament  againft  thefe  men,  and 
iiiiied  a  proclamation  commanding  them  all 
to  leave  the  realm,  on  pain  of  death,  before  a 
certain  day,  appointed' in  the  edidt.     When 
that  day  came,  not  one  foreign  foldier  was 
to  be  found  in  the  kingdom  :    their  general 
Sdc  Dugdale  himfelf  had  gone  with  them,  difpoffcfled  of 
Kent,  &     his  earldom  and  other  honours  in  England, 
Camden'ii      the  lofs  of  which  he  bewailed  with  tears  of 
itannm.       ^^^^  .     ^^j^    ^^^    ^^^^    ^^    ^^^^     ^j^j^    fuddcu 

change  of  fortune,  forfook  the  world,  and 
became  a  monk  at  Laon  in  Flanders,  where 

he 
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he    died   very   penitent^  in  the  year   eleven  BO  OK  II. 
hundred  and  fixty-two,  -       ' 

The  honour  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  its  Ocnj.  Chron. 
liberty  and  repofe,  feemed  to  be  rcftorfcd  by^JeXlil^ 
this  aft,  and  by  the  proceedings  of  Henry  utfupJ. 
in  another  affair  of  a  like  nature,  the  deftroy- 
ing  the  cafUes  which  Stephen  had  kept 
undemolilhed,  againft  the  faith  he  had  given. 
All  ^hofe  that  had  been  eredted  in  the  late 
reign  were  now  burntr  or  leveled  to  the 
ground  ;  except  a  few,  that,  from  their  fitu- 
ation,  w:ere  judged  to  be  neceflary  for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom.  While  Henry  was 
in  the  north,  employed  in  performing  this 
falutary  work,  William  de  Peverel,  a  great 
northern  baron,  who  (as  I  have  related  in 
the  preceding  book)  was  accufed  of  having 
poifoned  the  earl  of  Chefter,  confcious  of  his 
guilt,  and  dreading  the  royal  vengeance  im- 
pending upon  him,  retired  to  a  convent,  as 
a  ftronger  afylum  than  any  of  his  caflles: 
But  when  the  king  approached  to  his  fanc- 
tuary,  armed  with  all  the  majefty  and  terrors 
of  juftice,  he  durft  not  truft  even  to  that ;  but 
fled  out  of  the  realm.  He  was  immediately 
outlawed ;  and  his  lands  were  feized,  as  for* 
feited  to  the  crown.  Thus  Henry  revenged 
the  death  of  the  earl  of  Chefter ;  and  con- 
vinced other  offenders,  who  in  the  reign  of 
King  Stephen  had  apprehended  no  puniflx- 
meut  for  the  mofl  heinous  crimes,  that  it 
was  his  refodution  they  Should  not  be  fafe 

Voi.  li.  U  even 
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BOOK  II.  even  \inder  the  hood  of  a  monk,  nor  within 
*  the  prore6tion  of  the  altar  itfelf.. 

But    in    his  next   undertaking'  he    fcaind 
greater  difficulties.      Stephen's   extravagance 
and  the  infatiable  demands  of  his  faftion  had 
induced  him  to  alienate  fo  much  of  the  aix- 
cient  demefne  of  the  crov/n,  that  die  remain- 
ing eft'ate  was  not  fufficient  to  maintain  the 
royal  dignity.     Some  royal  cities,  and  forts 
of  great  importance,  had  been  alfo  granted 
away,  which  could  not  be  fufFered  to  con- 
tinue in  the  hands  of  the  nobles,  to  whom 
they  had   been  given,*  without  confiderably 
^impairing  the  ftrength  of  the  crown,  and  no 
iefs  endangering  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 
Policy  and  law  concurred  in  demanding  thefe 
VidcSirRob.conceflio'ns   back   again.      The    ancient   de- 
S"™^^"'^^^"^^'^  the  crown  was  held  to  be  facred, 
i>ce  alfo  Fieta,  and,  like  the  lands  of  the  church,  fo  iiyalien- 
Bra^n  t"  ii^^^^^»  ^^  that  no  length  of  time  could  give  a 
€•5.    '  '     right  of  prefcription  to  any  other  pofleflbrs, 
even  by  virtue  of  grants  from  the  crown, 
againft  the  claim  of  fucceeding  princes.     But 
all  thefe  alienations  were  of  no  earlier  date 
than  the  reign  of  King  Stephen ;  and,  there- 
forj5,  the  refumption  of  them  was  free   frpm 
thole  difficulties,  and  infuperable  obje<ftions, 
^  that  muft  neceffarily  attend  the  refuming  of 
grants  tranfmitted  down  through  feveral  ge- 
nerations. 

For  thefe  reafons  it  had  been  agreed,  by  a 
feparateand  fecret  article  in  the  treaty    of 

Win- 
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Winchefter^  that  whatever  lands  or  poflef-BOOKiL 
fion^  had  belonged  to  the  crown,  at  the' 
death  of.  King  Henry  the  Firft>  fhould  be 
now  reftored  to  it  j  except  thofe  that  Stephen 
had  granted  to  William  his  fon,  or  had  be- 
llowed on  the  church'.  The  latter  exception 
was,  doubtlefsy  owing  to  the  governing  in-  ' 
fluence  of  the  biftiop  of  Wincheftcr  in  that 
treaty*  Nor  durft  the  temporal  barons,  how- 
ever diffatisfied,  complain  of  a  partiality, 
which  was  fanftified  by  the  names  of  piety  ^ 
and  religion.  Among  the  refumable  grants 
-there  were  fome  of  Matilda.  For  fihc  too, 
;  Eifting  as  fovereign,  had  followed  the  example 
fet  her  by  Stephen,  in  giving  away  certain 
parts  of  the  cftate  of  the  crown,  to  reward 
her  adherents.  ,  And  much  had  been  ufurped  . 
by  the  barons  of  both  parties,  without  any 
warrant  but  the  licence  of  the  times,  or  pre- 
tences that  could  not  be  juftified  when^  they 
were  legally  examined :  lb  that  no  article  of  .  ,  . 
the  treaty  of  Winchefter  was  either  more 
juft,  or  more  neceflkry,  than  that  which 
ftipulated  a  refumption  of  all  tliefe  aliena- 
tions* Neverthclefs  it  had  been  ablblutely 
negleded  by  Stephen,  for  the  fame^  realbn,  I 
iuppofe,  as  had  hindered  him  from  fulfilling 
the  other  articles  of  that  treaty,  relating  to 
the  expullion  of  ail  the  foreign  troops  and 
the  demolition  of  caftles,  becaufe  he  fought 
to  maintain  a  faftion  attached  to  himlelf, 
and  was  unwilling  to  withdraw  his  favours 
"from  perfons  whofe  affiftance  he  defired. 
U  z  Nothing 
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^OOK  II.  Nothing  ^  elfe  can  account  for  fo  indigent  a 
"         prince  haviog  been  fo  remifs  in  this  point* 
But    Henry»    who  refolved  to  extinguifti  all 
fa(9nons,    and   was  not   obliged  to  court  his 
nobility  at  the  expence  of  his  crown,  as  he 
meant,  to  alk   nothing  qf  them   inconfiftent 
with  their  duty,  faw  the'  affair  in  other  lights. 
He  knew   indeed  that  a  refumption.  would 
raife  much  difcontent  in  thofe  aifefted  by  it, 
who  were  many  and  powerful :  but  he  chofe 
to  ftand  their  ill-humour,  with  reafon  and 
law  on  his  fide,    rather  than   to   remain   a 
needy  king,  or  relieve  his  neceflitics  by  op- 
;preffing  his  people.     Nor.  was  he  difpleafed 
to    leflen    by    this    means    that    exorbitant 
wealth  which  rendered  fome  of  his  fubjeds 
the  rivals  of  his  own  greatnefs,  and  was  as 
likely  to  make  them  rebels,    as  any  refent- 
Gcrv.  Chrotu  mcnt  this  meafure  could  excite.     He  there- 
NeubrigVi/u^^  ^      fummoned  a  parliament,  wherein  almoft 
c.  2, 3, 4.    *  all  his  nobles  were  prefent,  and,  having  pro- 
perly' laid   before    them  the   wants    of   the 
crowui,  the   lofles  it   had  fufFered,  the  ille- 
gality of  the  grants,  and  the  urgent  neceffity 
/    of  a  fpeedy  refumption,    obtained  their  con- 
currence  to   it,    and   proceeded  to  put  it  in 
immediate  execution.     The  fpirit  of  iaftion 
was  fo  much  overawed  by  the  vigour  of  his 
government,  that  he  met  with  lefs  oppofition 
than  he  had  reafon  to  expeft.     ^ery  near  all 
,  that  had  been  granted  to  layriien,  or  ufurped 
by  them,   in   any    manner^  from  the   royal 
.  demefne^  was  furreiidcred  to  him,  without 
.  3  .    .  blood- 
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bloodfhed,  after  a  little  delay,  and  fotne  itiiBOOK  n* 
efFe£lual  marks  of  relu6tance  in  a  few  of  the^  ^^"""^^ 
greateft  barons.  The  earl  of  Albemarle, 
whom  Stephen  had  made  earl  of  Yorkfhire,' 
and  who  had'  ruled  that-  province  with  more 
authority  than  his  mafter  himfelf,  eould  ill 
brook  the  being  compelled  to  reftore  to'the 
crown  all  he  had  gained  from  the  weakneft 
of  it  in  the  late  reign.  His  connexions  were 
powerful,  his  credit  and  intereft  very  high 
and  extenfive.  Nor  had  any  other  nobleman 
ftronger  caftles,  or  vaffals  more  warlike.  But, 
great  as  he  was,  he  found  that  he  now.  had 
a  fovereign  who  was  greater  than  he^  and 
would  equally  reign  in  every  part  of  his 
kingdom.  Henry  pafled  the  Humber,  and,  Y^^*  ^**^»^ 
coming  upon  hina  while  he  was  dehberatmg, 
'  brought  him,  by  the  terror  that  his  prefence 
infpired,  to  a  quitet  fubmiffion,  and  entire 
reftitution  of  all  his  grants,  particularly  of 
]  Scarborough  caftle,  which  he  had  rendered 
;-  one  of  the  ftrongeft  in  England.  While  this 
5  nobleman  had  been  plotting  a  revolt  in  thq 
*  north,  his  coufin-gerraan,  Roger  de  Morti- 
f  mer,  afting  in  concert  with  him,  had  alfp 
1  determined  to  maintain  his  own  title  to  the^  ^ 
!  royal  caftles  of  Clebury,  Wigmore,  ^nd 
?  Bridgenorth,  which  being  .(ituated  on  the 
I  ,  borders  of  Wales,  where  he  had  great  power, 
;  he  hoped  to  defend  them  againft  all  the  force 
1  of  the  king,  with  the  afliftance  of  his  northern  . 
I  confederate,  and  of  the  young  earl  of  Here«' 
ford,   fon  to   the   famous  Milo,  whom  he 

U.  3  had  \ 
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BOOK  II.  had  inftigated  tp  join  with  them  in  thi«  rebel- 
lion.  That  lord  was  much  offended,  that 
the  fon  of  Matilda  (hould  refunae  from  him 
thofe  grants  witl\  which  (he  had  recom- 
penfed  the  fervices  of  his  father :  fervices  iin- 
queftionably  great  .  and  meritorious.  He 
thought  it  very  unjuft,  that  no  difFerence 
ihould  be  made  between  the  gratuities  which 
an  ufurper  had  given  to  the  king's  enemies, 
for  the  encouragement  of  his  faction,  and 
the  rewards  which  the  king's  mother  had 
beftowed  upon  one,  who,  next  to  the  earl 
of  Glocefter,  had  been  undeniably  the  chief 
fupport  of  her  parfy,  'This  reafoning  ap^ 
peared  fpecious;  but  it  was  impoffible  for 
Henry  to  pay  any  regard  to  it,  without  over- 
turning the  whole  fyftem  on  >yhich  he  pro^* 
ceeded.  The  caufe  afligned  for  thefe  re- 
fumptidns  was  not  a  defeft  in  the  title  of  th© 
grantor  (for  en  that  foot  it  is  apparent  that 
Stephen  himfelf  could  not. have  agreed  to  it), 
lior  any  unworthinefs  in  thofe  who  hful  re-* 
ceived  fuch  fiwours  from  that  prince,  but  the 
heceffity  of  recovering  the  juft  and.infepa- 
fal)le  rights  of  the  crown.  To  have  mad^ 
a  diftindion  between  the  grants  of  Matilda 
and  Stephen  would  have  done  that  which  the 
king  was  moft  careful  to  avoid  ;  it  would 
have,  revived  the  former  animofities,  and  car- 
ried an  appearance  of  his  afting  from  mo- 
tives, not  of  foyal  oeconomy  and  public 
expediency,  but  of  party-revenge;  whereas;, 
\>y  tbitj  equal  apd  impartijil  .proc?c4iiig>  he 

.  left 
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left    the   adherents  of  Stephen   no   pauie  to^QOK  ii» 
complain,    or    apprehend    any    Ul-ufage,    in        " 
other  refpe<Sts,  on  accoynt  of  their  paft  con- 
du6t.     And,  undoubtedly,  if  all  diftrul^s  of 
that  nature  had  not   been  entirely   removed 
by  his  prudence  aijd  candour,  the  peace  of  th^ 
nation  could  not  long  have  continued.    The 
carl    of    Hereford,    therefore,    had    not    in 
reality   fufBcient    grounds    for   his    quarrel ;     ■ 
but,  heated  by  youth  and  the  i*^ftigations  of 
Mortinier,  he  fecretly  left  the  coyrt;,  with  a 
refolution  to  defend  the  tower  of  Glocpftert 
and  the  caftle  0/ Hereford,  againft  Henry*$ 
claim*     As  he  was  allied  by  his  mother  to    ' 
the  Welih,  and  had  great  eftates  ip  Wales,/ 
he  procur,ed  fome  troops  from  that  nation  ;^ 
and  flattered,  himfeif,  that,  by  afting  in  con- 
juniEtion  with  Mortimer,  he  Ihpuld  be  able 
to  engage  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  niarches, 
and  counties  adjacent  to  them,  i»  the  fupport 
ef  his  caufe.     This  infurredion  might  indeed 
have  proved  very  troublefome  and  dangerous 
to  the  kingdom,  efpecially  if  the  earl  of  Al- 
bemarle had  according  to  his  promife  taken 
up  arms  in  the  north.     But  Gilbert   Foliot, 
^biftiop  of  Hereford,  a  wife  .and  virtuous  pre- 
late, went  to  the  earl  of  Hereford,  whofe 
kiafman  he  was,  ^nd  fo  wrought  upon  him, 
by  the  force  of  his  exhortations  and  argu- 
I         n^ients,  that  he  p^rfuaded  him  to  ftop  on  the  ^ 

brink  of  the  precipice,  and  give  up  the  two 
caftles.     Henry  not  only   pardoned,  but  re- 
ilor^d  him  19  favour,  remembering  hijs  father's   * 
U  4        *  merit, 
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BOOK  IL  merit,  and  knowing  there  was  fomething  fb 
.^       ^      ^hard  in  his  cafe,    that  it  might    reafonably 
excufe   fuch  a    fally    of  paffioa  in  a  young 
man,    who   had   an   hereditary  greatnefs   of 
fpirit.      Thus   was   this    ftrong  confederacy, 
broken ;    but   Mortimer,   though  abandoned 
by  both  his  friends,  would  not  lay  down  his 
arms*     Henry,  incenfed  at  his  obftinacy,  led 
a  great  army  againft  him,  with  which,  having 
divided  it  into  three  bodies,  he  at  once  ai- 
faulted  the  thr?e   caftles  of  Ciebury^  Wig- 
more,  and  Bridgenorth ;    and  though  it  was 
expe<9:ed  that  each  of  them  would  ftahd  a 
long  fiege,  they  were  all  furrendered  to  hicu 
V.  RadulpW  in  a  (hort  time.     Before  that  of  Bridgenorth, 
^cfn  Manu-W^^^^  ^^^  defended  by  Mortimer,  he  cora- 
fcript.  Bib.    manded  in  perfon,  and  expofed  himfelf  to  fd 
Cotton,  v^.  niuch  danger^  that  he  would  there  have  been 
T.t%.  fub  flain,  if  a  faithful  vaffal    had  not  preferred 
ann.  1165.    his  life  to  his  own.     For  While  he  was  bufied 
in  giving  orders  too  near  the  wall,  Hubert 
de  St.  Clare,  conftable,  or  governor,  of  Col- 
^  chefter  caftle,  who  flood  by  his  fide,  feeing 

in  arrow  aimed  at  him  by  one  of  Mortiitner's 
archers,  ftepped  before  him,  and  reqeived  it 
in  his  own  breaft.  The  wound  was  mortal : 
he  expired  in  the  arms  of  his  oaafter,  recom- 
mending his  daughter,  an  only  child  and  an 
infant,  to  the  care  of  that  prince.  It  is  hdrd 
to  fay  which  moft  deferves  admiration,  a 
fubje£t  who  died  to  fave  his  king,  or  a  king 
-  whofe  perfonal  virtues  could  render  his  fafety 
fo  dear  to  a  fubjed^  whom  he  had  not  obliged 

by 
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\>y  any  extraordinary  favours !   The  daughterBOOK  tt 
of  Hubert  Was  educated  by  Henry,  with  all '^ 
the  affedbn  that  he  owed  to  the  memory  of 
her  father ;  and,  when  (he  had  attained  to  ma-* 
turity,  was  honourably  married  to  William  de 
Longueville^  a  nobleman  of  great  diftindion, 
on  condition  of  his  taking  jhe  name  of  6t*. 
Clare,  which  the  gratitude  of  Henry  defired  to 
perpetuate. 

Mortimer,  being  conftrained  to  furrendet 
at  difcretioh,  expected  no  .  mercy  from  aa 
exafperated  fovereign,  whofe  power  he  ajon? 
hgd  prefumed  to  defy.  His  haughty  fpirif 
now  lunk,  and    humbled   itfelf  to  fupplica- 

J  tions  for 'mercy.  Henry  was  fatisfied,  for^ 
gave  him  his  revolt,  and  left  him  in  free  pot 
leffion  of  all  his  honours  and  eftates,  except 

"  thofe  that  belonged  to  thq  demefne  of  the 
croWn. 

i  Thus    was   concluded  this  important  and 

arduous  bufinefs,  in  the  profecution  whereof 
the  king  adorned  the  beginning  of  his  reign 
I      with  the  moft  illuftrious  proofs  of  two  royal 
t  ^     virtues,   by  the    happy  union  of  which  the 
;       honour,  the    peace,  and  the  profperity,  of  a 
government    are    chiefly    fupported,     great 
\ .     Jtrmnefs  and  great    clemency.     The  undertake 
!        ing    moft    certainly    was    full    of  difficulty 
and  danger,  even  to  the  mightieft  monarch; 
but,  befides  the  perfonal  qualities  which  en- 
abled Henry  to  ad    fuccefsfully  in   it,   he 
I  was 
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Sto  OK  il  was  aflifted  by  the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation ; 

**•'""''  '  and,  with  this  on  the  fide  of  government,  no 
ftrepgth  of  private  intereft  ever  was  an  over- 
match for  the  power  of  the  crown  Aeadily  and 
•     wifely  admlniflered* 

> 
m^^^ert.  Chron,     The  prefent  quiet  of  the  kingdom  being 
**     ^•''5^«ow  well,  fecured,  it  was   proper  to  extend 
the   care  of  the   legiflature  to  future   times. 
Henry  therefore  called  a  parliament  to  meet 
hini  at  Wallingford,    foon  after  Eafler,    in 
tlie    year    eleven    hundred    and     fifty-five, 
which   fettled  the  fucceffion  of  the  crown, 
after  hrs  deceafe,  upon  his  eldeft  fon  Wiiliam, 
/who  was  then  but  three  years  old;    aiid,  in 
rafe  of  the  death  of  William   (which  hap^- 
"petied  foou  afterwards),  upon  Prince  Henry, 
^  fecond  fon,  born  to  him  at  London  in  the 
-month  of  March  this  yean     Oaths  of  fealty 
were  accordingly  taken    to    both  ;    and.  we 
may    aflu redly    infer    from    this,    as  well  as 
many  other  fa€ts,  that  no  right  of  birth,  how 
indiiputable    foever,    was    thought   in   thofe 
days  a  fufScient  title  to  convey  the  fuccef- 
fion, without  a  parliamentary  acknowledge- 
ment  of  it,  followed  and  confirmed  by  feu- 
dal  engagements.      For,    if  the  crown    had 
then  defcended  of  courfe  to  the  eldeft  fon  of 
nhe  king,  it  would  not  have  been  neceflary  to 
Yummon  a  parliament  purely  on  this  account, 
'Henry  indeed   found  no  difficulty  to  obtain 
their  confent.    The  Normans  and  £ngli£h  were 
equoUy-  delirous  to  fix  their  monarchy  in  .the 
'fai^.ily  of  a  well- beloved  prince,  who  fprung 

from" 
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from  the. kings  of  both  hations.  The  fac^BOQis;!^ 
tion  of  Stephen,  if  it  ftUl  exifted,  was;fi|€pt/ 
Henry's  refpedable  and  popular  governqaeot, 
his  juftice,  bis  moderation,  and  the  gr^^i 
kuidncfs  with  which  he  tfeat^d  thetn»  whe«i.  it 
could  not  poffiblj  be  imputed  to  anj  Weak-* 
titfs  or  fear>  took  from  thefn  the  inclirtatwtt, 
as  well  as  the  ability,  of  oppofiiig  his 
will 

In  this  great  flow  of  profperity^  wh^nall 
difficulties;  gave  way  to  his  power  &nd  for* 
tape,  if  hQ:  bad  defired  to  affume  a  dieiptMjic 
jiuthority,  he,  probably,. ,  might  hav)e  ,  fuci 
ceeded :  fot.  there  is  ino  time  of  greater 
danger  to  liberty,  than  the  firft  calm  th^ 
fucceeds  to  "a  long  continuance  of  inteftin? 
comm^otions,  Befides  a  general  dread  in  thp 
body  of  the  people  of  lofing  again  their 
pewly-recovered  tranquillity,  there  is  viu- 
ally,  in  fuch  a  feaibn,  a  conteft  between  th« 
two  parties,  which  (hall  outgo  the  other  in 
'flattering,  and  making  court  to  the  prince; 
and  thofe  are  moft  fervile,  who  think  they 
have  moft  to  fear,  or  leaft  to  hope,,  from 
their  paft  behaviour.  Henry  might  hav^ 
availed  hirftf^lf  of  thefc:  difpolitionsv  as  other 
kings  have  done  in  a  iimilar  lituation:  but: 
he  faw  further,  and  judged  bej:ter«  than 
thofe  who  take  fuch  advantages  to  ir)crc:afi^ 
their  power.  He  well  underftood  th^  tern* 
per  of  the^  nation,  capable^  perhapa,  c^  fub* 
{^ittin^  to  abfolute    monarchy  in   the .  firft 

violent 
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ho  OK  II,  vloleiit  and  though tlefs  emotions  of  love  or 
/'  ".  fear,  but  always-  incapable  of  epduring  it 
long*  And  even  fuppofing  he  could  break 
the  vigour  of  their  fpirit,  and  tame  it  to 
fcrvitude,  he  knevsr  that  the  mailer  of  a  peo- 
ple fo  debafed  and  deje£ted  muft  neceflariljr 
himfelf  be  funk  by  their  vilenefs^  and  could 
hot  bfea  great  king.\  Thefe  reflexions  con- 
^  curring  with  a  generous  fenfe  of  virtue,  which 

appears  to  have  been  deeply  fixed  in  his 
inind,  hfe  readily' determined  by^what  policy 
he  fllduld  goveYn  this  kingdom.  In  another 
parliament  held  at  London  foon  after  this 
time,  or  rather  in  the  fame  adjourned  to  that 

Sec  the  char-  ^y^  ]iq  granted  to  his  people  a  charter  of  Ih 

^^\xxQ^s^^^.^^^^9  confirming  that  of  his  grandfather, 

Volume,       King  Henry  the  Firft. 
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Thus,  by  the  magnanimity  of  this  excel- 
lent prince,  was  the  whole  ftate  of  England, 
which  had  fuffered  alike  by  tyranny  and  by 
faftion,  compleatly  re-eftabli(hed  in  thofe 
legal-  rights  that  were  the  proper  fences  to 
guard  it  from  both  thofe  evils.  It  was  not 
indeed  fo  well  fecured,  either  from  the  one, 
or  the  other,  as  it  is  by  the  wifdom  of  our 
prefent  conftitution :  but,  from  the  mixture 
of  Saxon  cuftoms,  which  mitigated  and  tem- 
pered the  Norman  inftitutions,  it  was  the 
beft  feudal  government  fubfiftiitg  at  that 
tirne  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Nor  was 
Henry  content  with  having  only  reftored 
good  laws^  to  his  people.  He  did  more ; 
.         '  '       he 
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he  enforced  the  good  execution  of  thofcBOOK  IL 
laws.  This  was  a  talk  of  no  fmall  difficulty^ ' 
and  which  required  the  activity,  the  ipirit, 
the  refolution,  and  that  fervour  of  zeal  for 
the  fervice  of  the  public,  with  which  his 
mind  was  endued.  .  The  manners  of  the  na*  - 
tion  were  to  be.  changed.  During  the  reign 
of  his  predeceflbr  the  law  had  been  an  empty 
name.  Even  where  violence  did  not  abib« ' 
lutely  controul  it,  the  partiality  of  party  and  , 
the  iniquity  of  the  times  corrupted  the  whole 
adminiftration  of  juftice.  Appeals  to  the 
crown,  the  conftitutiooal  and  necefTary  re* 
fource  of  the  people  againft  the  too  frequent 
injuflice  of  the  nobles,  had  loft  their  force. 
The  king  had  not  power  to  give  the  fuitors 
the  relief .  they  demanded.  Matilda's  friends 
denied  his  authority,  and  againft  his  own 
adherents  he  durft  not  exert  it,  left  it  (hould 
provoke  them  to  leave  him.  Nor  were  the 
lives  of  his  fubjefts  more  fecure  than  their 
properties.  The  fword  of  every  ruffian  was 
ftronger  than  that  of  the  magiftrate,  and  the 
moft  notorious  criminals  found,  not  only 
prote£tion,  but  reward  and  advancement,  if 
to  their  private  enormities  they  joined  a  re- 
morfelefs  and  daring  alacrity  in  carrying  on 
-the  horrors  pf  civil  war.  Upon  the  agree- 
ment between  the  chiefs  of  the  two  con« 
tending  faftions,  fome  check  was  given  to 
thefe  diforders ;  but  the  habits  of  licentibui^ 
nefs  had  gained  too  much  ftrength  to^bc 
quickly  overcome.     Henry  applied  his^ut- 

raoft 
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^BooK  IL  iiioft  endeavours  to  fubdue  them,  iand  to  ac» 
^7  m'  k/  complifii  the  heroical  work  of  reftoring  the 
t.  ii.  ct  i.      .purity   and   vigour   of  julticc,    and   fetthog 
Diccto  fub    good  order,  good   morals,    and  good  difci- 
Brompto^fubpiine  ?gain  in  his   kingdom.     He  attended 
ann.  ijjs*   .perfonally   at   the  judgement  of  all  greater 
^^^gf^  xaufes  in  his  own  court,  and  rnade  frequent 
Guidter/      progreffes  into  the  ieveral  counties,  that  he 
epifcop.  Pa-  might  the   better    difcover   and    remedy  all 
Appendicc,    abufes  in  the  rural  jurifdiftions,  or  in  the  be- 
haviour of  the  judges  v^rhom  he  fent  thither 
as  his  delegates  to  adminifler  juilice.      He 
^i/ «a/ (fays  a  writer  to  whom  he  was  per- 
fonally  and  intimately  known)  Jit  ^ill  in  bis 
palace,  as  moji  other  kings  do^  but  going  over 
the  provinces   e^phred  the   aSians  of  all  his 
fulyehsj  chiefly  judging  thofe  whom  he  had  ap^ 
pointed  the  judges  of  others^     A  conftant  fenie 
•of  the  fuperintendance  of  the  royal  authority 
was  thus  kept  up  in  die  minds  of  his  people; 
and  tiie  power  of  the   crown,  which  they 
had  been  ufed  to  defpife  or  hate,  was  made 
both  refpedable  and  amiable  to  them :    the 
intermediate    powers,     eftabliflicd     by     the 
lyftem  of  the  feudal  conftitution,  were  dufy 
controuled;    and  the  diforder  attending  the 
abufe  of  thofe  powers  in  the  fcveral  parts   of 
that   fyftem   was.  prevented.     The   meaneft 
pcafant,   who   fue'd   for  juftice  againft    the 
higheft    nobleman,    was    favourably    heard, 
and  obtained  from  the  king, a  fpeedy  redrfcfs 
•^of  his   wrongs*      Robbers:  >and    freebooters 
.  were  put  to  death -without  mercy  5  -  and  every 

other 
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other  breach  of  the  peace  was  correfted  byBOOKiL 
exemplary  punifliments ;  fo  that  even  the  ipofl: 
profligate  were  awed  and  retrained.  Public 
fecurity  being  feftored  by  this  neceflary  ri- 
gour,  and  by  the  continued  aftivity,  vigi*- 
lance,  and  firmnefs  of  the  ibvereign,  in  fupr 
preffing  whatever  had  a  tendency  to  produce 
inteftine  trouble,  the  farmer^  and  the  hu& 
bandmao,  the  merchant  and  the  manufac- 
turer, returned  to  their  occupations,  the 
towns  and  villages  were  repeopled;  agricul* 
ture  and  commerce  revived  and  fiourifhed, 
virtue  and  religion  were  encouraged  and  pro-  x 
moted.  Such  were  the  confequenceg  of 
Henry's  beneficent  government;  and  thus 
be  obtained  the  higheft  glory  a ,  king  can 
jobtain ;  that  of  having  reformed  a  depraved 
«nd  corruptid  flate. 

In  thefe  affairs  he  was  ferved  ably  t^nd 
to  chufe  able  fervahts  is  the  moft  neceflary 
part  of  royal  wifdom)  by  thofe  whom  be 
entrufted  with  the  admimftrationr  They 
were  all  perfons  wiiom  approved  and  eminent 
merit  recommended  to  his  favour.  Robert 
de  Bellomont  earl  of  Leicefter  Was  graod 
jufticiary,  a  poft  not  nfually  filled  in  that 
age  by  a  layman ;  or  at  leaft  not  by  a  lay- 
man, without  fome  prelate  being  joined  in 
ctfmmiffiori  with  him :  but  Henry,  who 
'faw  the  clergy  too  powerful,  did  not  think 
it  advifeable  to  ftrengthen  them  ftill  more, 
tyTi:K:h  an  addkion  of  power  as  .that. office 

gavp; 
I 
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BOOK  IL  gav«;   dcfiring  rather  to  make  the  authority 
"^  of  it  a  curb  to  that  of  the  church.     He  there- 

fore joined  two  laymen  in  the  commifiion» 
the  carl  of  Lcicefter  and  Richard  de  Lucy. 
The  former  was  a  perfon  of  great  prudence, 
and  yet  of  a  refolute  fpirit,  very  proper  to 
maintain  the  rights  of  the  ftate  againft  the 
attempts  of  the  clergy  and  the  pop6 ;  which 
he  was  the  better  enabled  to  perform,  becaufe 
his  known  piety  and  the  regularity  of  his 
life  let  him  above  the  imputation  of  irreligion, 
ufually  thrown  in  that  age  upon  any  of  the 
laity  who  dared  to  refift  the  ufurpations  of 
Borne. 

His  colleague  was  a  gentleman  of  confidera- 
ble  rank,  and  one  who  had  diftinguiflied 
liimfelf  as  a  foldier,  but  joined  to  his  va- 
lour and  military  abilities  the  knowledge 
of  a  .lawyer  and  talents  of  a  ftatefman.  In 
chufing  him  to  (hare  this  office,  Henry  gave 
a  new  proof  of  his  not  being  hifluenced  by 
the  fpirit  of  party,  and  of  having  entirely 
banilhed  thofe  refentments,  which  a  narrow 
mind,  or  a  bad  heart,  would  have  retained 
and  indulged.  For  Richard  de  Lucy  had 
been  highly  in  favour  with  Stephen,  nor  had 
he  ever  betrayed  him  or  deferted  his  fervice. 
A  little  before  the  agreement  of  that  king 
•with  Henry  we  find  him  in  arms  againfl:  the 
latter :  and  by  an  ai;ticle  of  that  treaty  the 
Tower  of  London  and  Windfor  caftle  were 
put  into  his  cuftody ;  which  xnuft  have  been 
.        .  dono 
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Jotie  at  the  defire  of  Stephen,  becaufe  it  ap-BOOKil. 
pears  that  he  gave  no  fecurities  for  his  fide-  *  ^ 
lity  to  bim  in  that  truft ;  whereas  he  was 
obliged  to  give  his  fon  to  Henry,  as  a  hof- 
tage  for  the  delivery  of^  thofe  forts  to  ^ chat 
prince  after  the  death  of  the  king.  But  it 
is  probable  that  Henry  approved  the  choice 
made  by  Stephen,  from  the  reputation  of 
integrity  which  Richard  de  Lucy  had  gained  : 
and  that  charafter,  with  the  abiHties  he 
foon  difcovered  in  hind  on  a  nearer  acquaint 
tance,  was  now  the  caufe  of  his  advance- 
ment to  this  high  dignity.  His  conduft  in 
it  juftified  the  prudence  of  Henry,  He  was 
one  of  the  faithfuleft  and  beft  fervants  that  , 
any  prince  ever  employed,  ufeful  in  all  bufi- 
nefs,  and  as  fit  to  command  an  ai-my,  as  to 
prcfide  in  a, court  of  judicature,  or  a  council 
of  ftate. 

The  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  was  treated 
by  the ,  king  with  great  regard,  and   had  a 
principal  fliare  in  the  adminiftration  of  go- 
vernment, which  he  deferved  by  the  ferVices  ^ 
he   had   done   that  princ6   in  affairs   pf  the 
highefl  importance,  and  by  the  cordial  affeftion 
which  he  bore  to  his  perfoh.     He  waS  a  matl 
whom  experience  and  knowledge  of  buflnefs 
had   made  a  minifter  of  ftate    rather    than 
genius  J    having    parts    good    enough,  to  be 
efleemed,  and  not  great  enough  to  be  feared,              ; 
by  his   mafter.     Yet,    had   he  *been  of   an. 
cnterprlfing  temper,   he  would   have   ghren 

Vol.  IL  X  '  trouble 
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ROOK  IL trouble  to  government:   for  whatever  he  urif 

^'~""^''*^     '^dertook  he  purfued  with  an  obftinate  and  un- 

.  daujited  refolutipn  ;    as  Stephen  had  found  ta 

his-ipoil  on  fome  occafioiis.     But^^  being  now 

grown  old  and  w^ary  of  fadipn,  as  weH  a? 
ifincUned  to  any  quarrel  with  a  fbvereiga 
'  whor»  h?  loved,  he  tried  to  keep  the  church 
•  *  and  ftate  ad  quiet  as  he  could  ;  which  was  all 
that  Henry  defired,  till,  by  a  continual  ?ind  in-^  . 
fupportable  increafe  of  the  evils  arifing  from 
the  unwarranted  pretepfions  of  the  clergy^  he 
was  conipelled,  for  the  fake  of  civil  fociety,  tq 
attempt  a  reformation  of  thoiie  abufes* 

On  the  recommendation   of  the.  primate, 
Thonaas   Becket  was  raifed  to  the  office  of 
Chancellor.     This  man,  the  nadft  extraordi- 
nary of  the  age  he  lived  in,   arid  from  the 
.lingularity  of  his  charader  (to  vvhich  there 
are  few  parallels  in  the  hiftory  of  niankind) 
deferving  the  noti^ce  of  all  age^^was  borja  at 
London,  in    the   year   eleven    hundred  and 
fevjeeteen.     His   father  apd  anceftoi;s  (as  he 
Epift.  138.    fay§  himself  in  one  of  his  epiftles)  were  citi^ 
^jIJj^^"^^^^'  ssm  thercy  who  had  lived  contentedly  and  quietly 
among    their  fellow-citizens^  and  were  not  tloe 
loweji  amon^  them,.     It  feems  that  his  educa- 
tion   was.   intended  to  qualify   him   for   the 
Quadrilogus.  chujch.     We  are^  told,  that,,  durijig  his  childr  , 
Q^ldriVaitkal^OQ4»  ^^^  fafjief  pvit  him  to  fohoQl  in  Mer-  „ 
,Viuetproc.  ton- abbey  J   and,'  when   he  had   attained    to 
J'^jJ^^-^j   manhood,    fent  him  to  finilh  his  ftudies  at 
&c,  cd.  Par.  Pvi3.     After  foiije  time,   be  jet ufned  from 
arm.  1493-   .        .  '      '  th^nco 


^^ 


^.Q,F,  KING  UENJVY   JL..  397 

thenccto  London,  was  employed  as  a  clerk ^,QQ^  ^J- 

in  ^he'  tti^rifF's  office  there,  and  then  .intro-       .' '' 

duc'qd  to' the  archbifh'op  of  Canterbury,    who 
finding    him  a  yout^    of  uncomniori   parts, 
and  being  captivated   with  his  graceful  and 
Winnihg  addrefs,  gaVe  him  the  fivmgs  of  bt, 
M^ry.  le  Strand   and  OttefoFcf  in' Kent,   and g^^^J^J;^^^^^  . 
pbtaijied  for  him  twp  ^prebehdsj.'n  the  cathe- PontiV.  Can? 
'drafe'^of  London  and  lAr\d'6\iU  '"  -ThefeVbene-^^J^y^^  '^J^- 
fices  h'e  probably  held  by 'thfe  pope's  difpenfa-xho,^^^^   • 
tioii  (for  he  was  yet  only  in  deacons  .orders) ; 
and^  deffring'  to  q^ualify/'himlelf  for   greater 
prefert^ents,  prevailed  on  his  patron  to  fend 
him  to  ^ologna,  the  rnoft  famous,  univerfity 
then 'in  the  world,  efpeci^lly.for  tb?  ftudy  of 
the  canon  and  civir  laws',  whiph'  oiT  air  fcJiences 
was  moft  likely  to  procure  his  advancemient, 
neither  in  the  church,  of  the.ftate,/   After  re'- 
(iding  there  a  year,  he   went  to  Auxerre  in^^^-^prp^t 
Burgundy,  where  thofe  faws  werfe  alio  taught ;  wj,^"^*' ^^ 
and  returned  into  England  no  mean  proficient 
in  them,but  with  ftiUfupcrioF  tal^^^^^^  ne- 

gx)ciatipn*  which -the. arcnbifKop  difcQvering^ 
he  dilpatched  him'foon  fiftprwa^^  ^g,?"t 

to  the^poj^e^  on  "a  point  he  tfc^qught  of  great 
mprneiit,  namely, '  tq'  get  the  legatine  power 
reftbred  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury.  '  This  com^ 
mifljon.was  perfqrmpd  with  lijch  "^dexterity 
and  fuecefs,  fhat  tltie  archbijthop  en'trufted  tq 
him  ah  his  moft'  fecret  intrigues  with  the 
"ourt  of  Rome,  and  particularly  a  matter  of 
he  hi^'eft  impartance  to  England,  the  folr 
pitfng,^  from  the  pope  tliofe  prohibitory  let-^ 
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BOOK  U.  tcrs  againft  the  crowomg  of  prince  Euflace^ 
by  ivhich  that  defign  was  defeated.  There 
was  great  difficulty  in  conducing  this  bufi- 
tiefs  ;  for,  thov^  Ewgenius  the  Third,  who 
then  held  the  pontificate,  had  quarrelled  with 
Stephen^  yet,  as  the  ekdtionof  that  monarch 
had  been  ratified  by  the  papal  authority,  it 
was  very  prejudicial  to  the  honour  of  Rome, 
that  he  mould  be  declared,  by  the  fame  au- 
thority, a  perjured  ufurper.  ,  Nor,  indeed, 
was  it  the  intereft  of  ihit  fee  to  co-operate, 
in  fupporting  the  preterifions  of  Henry  Plan- 
tagenet,  againft  the  fon  of  Stephen,  if  it  de- 
fired  to  maintain  the  encroachments  it  had 
made,  upon  the  rights  of  the  Englilh  mo- 
narch, during  the  reign  of  his  father.  And 
therefore  (as  we  are  informed  by  an  anecdote 

Epift,  14-     prefervcd  to  us  in  a  letter  of  Becket)  one  of 
'^^'  the  cardinals,  who  favoured  Euftace,  told  the 

pope  on  this  occafion,  that  it  would  be  eajier 
to  hold  a  ram  hy  the  horns  than  a  Hon  by  the 
tail.  The  ftrength  and  power  of  Euftace, 
wbofe  foreign  dominions  were  but  fmall, 
compared  with  thofe  of  Henry,  certainly 
could  not  be  fo  hard  to  contend  with ;  nor 
was  it  probable,  that  his  authority  in  the 
kingdom  of  England  would  be  fo  fi^rmlj  ai;id 
Securely  eftabliflied  as  Henry's,  if  the  latter 
(hould  recover  the  crown  of  his  anceftors. 
This  was  a  confideration  which  it  behoved 
the  court  of  Rome  to  regard  with  great  at- 
tention, before  they  took  any  nieafiires  to 
oppofe  the  fucceffion  of  Euftace ;  eipecially 

as 
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Z9  there  was  no  realbn  to  believe^  that  theBOOK  9. 
principles  and  maxims  of  government  infufed'"  ^  '  "^ 
into  Henry  would  incline  him  to  acquiefce 
in  their  ufurpation3.  For  Becket  himfelf 
obferves,  in  the  above-cited  letter,  that,  when 
he  came  to  the  crown,  he  oppofed  the  liberty 
of  the  churchy  by  a  kind  of  hereditary  right ; 
his  father  having  rcfifted  it,  in  fcveral  in-^' 
ftances,  with  remarkable  fpirit.  Euftace  then 
might  jaftly  hope,  that  he  fhould  be  favoured 
by  the  policy  of  the  Vatican  ;  and  there  was 
the  lefs  probability  that  Eugenius  could  be 
brought  to  ad  againil  him,  as  Stephen,  in  that 
conjuncture,  had  a  minifler  at  Rome,  who 
had  much  influence  over  the  mind  of  that 
pontiff,  namely,  Henry  de  Murdac ;  to  whom 
JEugenius  himfelf  had  given  the  fee  of  York 
(as  I  have  before  related),  and  whom  Stephen, 
who  had  long  refufed  to  acknowledge  him, 
had  now  received,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  aGenr.  utf«- 
papal  bull  for  the  coronation  of  his  fon.  But  g^^^  }?j^ 
the  implacable  hatred  of  the  pope  againftann.  1*152. 
him,  and  Becket's  great  abilities  in  negocia- 
tion,  overcame  all  the  weighty  arguments 
and  powerful  intereft  on  the  fide  of  that 
prince  ;  which  happy  fuccefs,  in  afi  affair  of 
fuch  confequence  and  fo  much  difficulty,  gave 
Becket  a  mcxit,  not  only  to  the  prelate  by 
whom  he  was  employed,  but  alfo  to  Henry, 
which  was  the  firft  foundation  of  his  high 
fortune.  At  his  return  into  England,  the 
archbifhop  conferred  upon  him  feveral  new 
favours,  making  him  provofl  of  Btvcrley  and 
X  3  dean 
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Be  OK  IT.  dean  of  Haftiugs,    which   benefices  he  hel^ 
Fitz.s;ephen  together  with   the  former;    and  juft  before 
inviuBeckct;  the    death    b(   Stephen  the  archdeaconry  of 
Canterbury   was    hkewffe   given  to  him    by 
the  iame  preh-ite.     But  thcle  were  only  the 
begiiuiings  of  his  advancement.     For^  ittime- 
diately  alter  Henry's  acceffion  to  the  throntft 
he  vv^as  made  the   king's  .chancellor,  at  the 
requtft  of  his  patron,  who  thought  no  dig* 
inity  or  tiuft  above  his  merit.     Nor,  in  doing 
this,  did   Heftry' plcafe  the  archbiihop  alone; 
Btcket's  promotion  m'uft  have  been  extremely 
agreeable  to  the  EnglSlh  ;    as  he  waS  the  firft 
of  that  nation,  fince  the  ktter  yt^ti  of  thri 
ireign  df' William'  t^he  Conqueror,  on  whoiii 
&ny  great  oflicej  either  ,in  the  rhurch  or  ftate^ 
had  beeh  conferred  by  the  kings  of  Normatl 
race ;  the  exclulion  of  them  from  all  drgni^ 
ties  Leing  a  rriaxim  of  policy,  delivered  down 
by  that  monarch  to  his'  ions,  ^nd  fo.iinded  (aS 
V,  Aialidbi   \ve  are  told  by  WilliaW  bf  Malmlbury)  om  the 
fe<^%o/*de    alarming  example  t)f  what  had  befallen  the 
Will.  1.        Danes  in  England,  -  after  the  deceafe  of  Ca- 
liute  tl  e  Great.     For  the  Englifh  having  been 
iuriered,  by  the  indulgence  of  Canute,  to  re- 
tain under  him  a  large  (hare  of  honours  and 
power,  the  confequeilCe  w&s,  that  they  foon 
recovered  the  government,   and  drove  out  the 
foreigner^.'     Whether  the   cxpuKion   of  the 
latter.  Was  really  owing  to  the  caufe  hfere  af- 
figned,  "6v  to  theit  OAvn  provoking  infolefidfe,' 
may  <\'ell  be  difputed  i '  but  this  opinion,-  uft- 
;<^ueftiOiiibly,  prevailed  too  tni>chlni:hfe  thind^ 

of 
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to?  the  Nofifiani>  and  comihuec!  too  long, book  il.. 
Evien  Hehry  the  Firft,  who  cou«ed  the  af-^^  ' 

h&ibn  of  the  Englrfh,  ^s  the  chief  ftrength 
of  his  throne,  and  iA  other  refpeds  was  kind 
b  them,  adheted  to  this  maxim,  more  per- 
haps from  an  apprehenfion  of  offending  the 
Normans,  than  any  jealoufy  in  himfelf.  Ste- 
phen and  Matilda  feeto  alfo  to  have  afted  on 
the  fame  principle:  fo  that  this  diflKMloura- 
ble  mark  of  humiliation  and  inequality  re* 
ma'ureci  fixed  on  thit  'people,  till  the  aufpi*- 
cious  reign  of  Henry  Plantagenetf,.  He  was 
the  iirft  \^h6  took  \t  off":  and  certainly  this 
deferves  to  he  celebrated  among  the  moft 
m«Tiorable  and  nroft  laudable  aiSs  of  hh  life ; 
being*  that  .which  remcw^ed  all  appearance  oF 
uxmqueji'^  and  entirely  completed  thfe  incor- 
porating' Union  between  the  two  nationiSj 
which  hrs  royal  grandfather  hdd  formed,  but 
had  not  brought  to  full  perfedtion.  He  'might 
polSbly'  be  more  inctiiied  to  favour  the  Eng* 
Hftx,  as.,  by  his  grandmother,  he  .defcended 
from  the  Anglo-Saxon  kings;  but  one  may 
better  afcribe  the  kindnefs  he  (hewed  them  to 
iarjge  arid  generous  notions  of  policy,  which 
ttiade  him  dfefire  to  widen  the  foundations  on. 
^^ich  the  government  of  England  had  flood 
for  fome  time  5  foundations  too  narrow  for 
the  fuperftrufture  of  glory  and  public  good^ 
"which  his  noble  ambition  and  extenfive  be- 
nevolence afpired  to  raife.  •  The  work^  in- 
deed, virfe  to  him  iels  difficult  than  it  would 
Weibiceh  to  his' grandfather';  for  England 
X  4  '  had 
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BOOK  IL  had  now  (as  a  cootcmporary  author  tells  tw) 
V.  Aiiredus   ^^^  Only  c  klng^  hut  manyoijbops  and'  abbots^ 
Abb.  Riy,  6c  many  great  earls  and  noble  knights^  wbot  beif^ 
^Jlxf&iM^'^^^  A?/A  from  the  Norman  and  EmgUJh 
p.40i.  n.4o.^/W9  nuere  an  honour  to  the  one  and  a  comfort  to 
the  other.    This  happy  eflfcfl:  of  the  inter- mar- 
riages between   the   two  nations    naturally 
Icuened  the  jealoufy   which,   for  almoft  a 
*     century,  had  been  lo  ftrong  in  the  Normans. 
]?ut  a  prince  of  a  narrow  foul  would  not  have 
feen  the  pra£ticability,  or  comprehended  the 
utility,  of  departing  from  the  maxim  his  pre« 
deceflbrs  had  adhered  to :    and  it  would  have 
been  fingly  fufficient  to  iUuftrate  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Second,  that,  by  putting  an  end 
to  this  diilin^ioQ,  ^  well  as  to  that,  which 
the  fury  of  civil  difcord  had  lately  produced, 
he  opened  the  temple  of  Honour  to  all  merit, 
called  forth   every   virtue   and  every  talent 
into  the  feryice  of  the  publick,   and  made 
himfelf  the  common  father  of  his   whole 
people* 
SccDugdaie's     Th?  chancellor  of  England  at  this  time 
SdiaSes,^&  ^^^  HO  diftinft  court  of  judicature,  in  which 
Madox^sHiil.he  prcfided :   but  he  adled  together  with  th^ 
^h  *^c^    judiciary  and  other  great  oflicers,  in  matters  of 
p.42»43-     ^^^  revenue,  at  the  exchequer,   and   fomc-r 
tim^s  in  the  counties   upon  circuits.     Th? 
great  feal  being  in  his  cuftody,  he  fupervifed 
and  fealed  the  writs  and  precepts,  thjit  i0ued 
in  proceedings  pending  \\\  the  king's  court, 
and  in  the  exchequer.     He  alfo  fupervifed  all 
charters  which  were  to  be  fealed  with  thajf 
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leaK      Mr.  Madox  obferves,    that    he    was  BOOK  U;. 
iifually  a  bifliop  or  prelate^  becaufe  he  was'"' '  ^      f 
looked  upon   as   chief  of  the  kifig^s^  chapel^ 
which  was  under  his  j^eciai  care^  '  In  the 
council  his  rank  was  very  high.     It  feema 
that  he  had  the  principal  direction  and  con-^      " 
i^xQi  of  all  foreign  affairs,  performing  moft 
of  that  bufiqejfs  which  is  now  dohe  by  the  ie« 
cretaries   of  ftate.    Such  was   the  office  to 
which  Becket'was  raifed :  but  the  favour  of 
his  mafter  made  him  greater  than  even  the 
power  of  that  office^  great  as  it  was  in  itfelf. 

The  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  who  had  hoped 
to  govern  the  kingdom,  had  no  fliare  in  the 
miniftry,  or  none  that  went  beyond  the  ap* 
pearance  and  form  of  being  called  to  a  coun-^ 
cil,  where  his  opinion  was  hardly  ever  fol-^ 
lowed,  but  when  it  might  help  to  confirm 
and  authorize  that  of  others,  who  had  thp 
confidence  of  their  mafter.  Henry  was 
too  hpneft  to  love,  too  wife  to  truft  him, 
and  too  ilroog  in  the  efteem  and  aSedion 
of  the  publick  to  fear  his  refentment.     Dif- 

fufted  at  this  negled,  and  imagining,  per* 
aps,  that  by  intriguing  with  the  pope,  or 
the  king  of  France,  againfl  flenry,  he  might 
be  able  to  revenge  himfelf  more  efFcftually 
pn  the  latter,  ana  with  greater  fafety  to  himi- 
felf,  than  by  remaining  in  England,  he  pri- 
vately fent  his  treafures  put  of  the  realm,  and  , 
theii  left  it  himfelf,  without  the  permiflion 
of  hisfoyerei^n,.wbo  immediately  gave  o^r- 

ders. 
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B<>oK  fl.  cJeis,  that  all  the  fix  caftles  belonging  to  him 
'  '  '^ "  ^  Mn  England  Ihould  be  demolilhed.— Th^ 
biow  Was  decifive.—  It  broke  at  once  all  h« 
triilitkry,  powfer'  fti  this  kingdorti  i  it  (hewed 
a  boldnefs  and  a  vigour  in  the  government, 
tvhith  detferred  even  the  clergy  rrotti  efpou- 
fing  his  quafreU  and  as  abroad  he  did  net 
finrd' the  fuppott  he  expcfted,  he  was  coill- 
Jyclled  to'lubmit,  &nd.  foe  for  Iteave  tb  retutti 
to  his  bifliopricfc  5  'which.  Henry,  who  had 
ftifficTently  puniihed  and  humbled  him,  waS 
wiliing  to*  grant,  but  cDnfiritd  him  to  hil 
tare  epifcopal  duties*  .  In  this  retirementt  fo 
vciy  unfuitable  to  his  temper,  he  pined  Ibme 
years,  tmlatrended  to,  and  almoft '  fo^gottfeli 
by  the  publick;  after  having  made  and  nfi- 
ftiadc  kings,  and  goverttfed  with  more  thatt 
fegal  poWfrr !  Nor  can  thefe  be  a  gteatfet 
proof  of  th6  ftrength  of  the  crbwn  and  the 
wifdom  of  the'  krng,'  than  tftat  fo  crafty  land 
bold  a  man,  folkilful  iii  c'OCirtS,To  verfed  in 
^ftion,  could  heitheV  virc^'flidbifelf  into  \}\t 
^vcrnment,  riortnake  ii  dne^^'i*  '  ' 

^  Peace  and  obfedieiTce.  being;  thp*  eftablifhej 
lii  England;  Henry  had  leiitire  'tdkt^ehd  to 
liis  foreign  affairs.  '  His  firfl  bufinefs  was;  t^ 
do  his  homage  to  Louis,  for  the  maiiy  fiefs 
h^  held  of  the  crowi>  of  France;  This  te^e- 
liidny  '  was  neceffaf^^^t 'the  e/id '^f  a  Wai*,  iti 
'Whit^'^a  Vaffai  Wd.' fought:  agalVift  *his'  fove^ 
-feigrtt  the"fyufiai''tbnne^ion  betiWeen  them 
'haymg^been-'-bib^n^  ahit ^Hfej^efete  itought 
•'-•'   '  '  ■  tp 
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to. have  biseil  paid  by  Henry,  upon  theeoTi-ROoK  rr*; 
tlufion  of  the  peace,  the  year  before,  ^  But  * 
his  ficknefs,  wnrch  cailie  tipon  him  imme- 
diately afterwafds^  and  fbfne  kSaifs  of  im- 
portance, retarded  it  till  Stephen  died  •  ,  and 
then  ht  was  fqtced,  aS  fobQ  irs  the  Corrinio-  . 
tions  in  Normaiidjr  and    the  \tincl  aiirf^  Jfea     .      , 
Kvould  permit,  to  haften  to  England,     JDoring  ' 

his  ftay  in  this  ifland,  to  prevent  the  king  of 
l**rance  from  taking  any  umbrage  at  this  neg- 
leAj  o^  rather  beCaufe  he  v^a§  fenfible  that 
fome  had  been  taken,  he  Wrote  to  that  mo- 
hafch,  and  alTured  him  of  his  wiliingnefs  tb  v.  Duchefnc, 
J)ay  the  fame  horiiage  which  he  had  paid  him^-.'^';?^^- 
b-efot^,  for  all  the'  dominions  which  he  heldSw- 
bf  hlg  crown,  6x\  condition  of  fucha  t6ciprocalepift.  58. 
eiigag^m^tit  from  him  as  the  dtity  of  u  feudal 
.  lord  to  his  valtal  required.     It  was  the  move 
neceflary,  at  this  time,  that  fuch  an  affurance 
fhould  be   given,  becaufe,  Henry    the  Fjrft     •  • 
having  diljjtited.tihe    natute  of  thfe  homagp 
Which  was  due  to  the  crown  of  prance  frorti 
the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  and  having  tefufed 
to  pay  it  in  the  ufual  manner,  it  might  be 
apprehended,'  that  hi5  grandfbn,  being  now 
king  of  England,  would  make  the  fame  dif- 
ficulty, though  he  had  fubmitted  to  it  before 
his  elevation  to  that  rank.     But  he  avoided  * 

Uny  oCcafion  6f  a  quarrel  with  Louis,  efpeci-. 
ally  one  not  wbU  grounded ;  and  detlared^ 
In  the  fatne  hetter,  that,  out  df  obidie'nee^  fi- 
JpeSl^  and  qffeSllqn  to  thai  prince t  he'  woulA 
conclude  a^eace  Vith  th^  fcar^df  Blois,  by 
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^OK  H;  referring  theirs  differences  to  an  amicable  ar- 

^   ^        bitration.     Thus  he  kept  every  thing  quiet 

in  France^  till  he  had  leifure  to  go  thither^ 

which  he  did  very  early  in  the  year  eleven 

^•^*^^j  hundred  and  fifty-fix.     He  then   performed 

Mii.Tis6."  his  homage  to  Louis  for  Normandy,  Aqui* 

Hovcdcn,fubtaine,  Anjou,   Maine,   and  Touraine.     That 

^Durie^'    monarch  had  reafon  (as  a  French  hiftorian 

Kde  France,  well  obferves)  to  tremble  when  be  received  it ! 

***^"S^*The  conjundion  of  fo  many  and  fuch  great 

feudal  territories!  under  one  vaiTal,  had  never 

happened  before   in  the   French   monarchy, 

and  gave  no  fmall  alarm  to  France,  as  the 

perfon  in  whom  they  were  united  ^as  aifo 

king  of  England.     If  Louis  had  taken  all  oc- 

cafions  to  diminifli  this  formidable  power,  he 

would  have   aded  with   prudence:    but  he 

negle£led  a  good  one,  which  prefented  itfelf 

to  him  foon  after  this  time. 

Uii?St,"^*      It  has,    before,   been   told,   how   Henry 
Plantagenet  had  very  unwillingly  been  com- 
pelled, at  the  death  of  his  father,  and  before 
the  body  of  that  prince  was  buried,  to  fwear 
that  he  would  perform  every  article  of  his 
Chr6ii.Norm,will.     Agreeably  to   that   oath,    he   fhould, 
Gm*!chron!^^«^  he  had   gained  poffeffion  of  England, 
ttDiceto      have  refigned  the  earldoms  of  Anjou,  Tou- 
J^8*  ^1**  g  raine,  and  Maine,  to  GeofFry,    his  younger 
Brompt.*Cbr!  brother.    But,  as  foon  as  he  was  crowned, 
p.  104s.      he  applied  to  Rome  for  relief  from  the  obli- 
gation of  this  oath  :  reprefenting  to  the  pope 
that  he  had  taken  it  by  conflraiht,  aad  in  ^b- 

folutc 
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folate  ignorance  of  what  his  fathcr^s  will  book  II; 
contained,  which  he  objeded  to,  in  this  par* '  -  ^^ 
ticuiar,  as  being  unjuft;  becaufe,  againft 
the  cleared  principles  of  natural  right,  with- 
out his  having  commit;ted  any  fault  or  offence^ 
it  deprived  him  of  his  whole  paternal  inhe« 
ritance* 

The  Roman  fee,  fince  firfl  it  aflumed  aqi 
authority  of  difpenfing  with  oaths,  has  very 
;feldom  refufed^  upon  proper  appUcatioh,  to 
reconcile  the   religion  and   confcience   of  a 
prince,    with  liis   interefts,  .  or  his  paffions  j 
unlefe    when    another     prince,    of    greater 
power,  or  more  a  friend  to  the  interefts  of 
the  papacy.  Has  oppofed  the  requeft,     Henry 
was  a  great  king :  his  brother  was  a  fubjefit, 
who  had  no  weight  in  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe ;  which  was  ufually  examined  by 
the  cafuifts  of  the  Vatican  with  much  more 
attention  than    the  niceties  of  the  cafe  re- 
ferred   to   their  judgement*     It  is  not  very 
certain   whether  Anaftafius  the  Fourth,    or 
Adrian  the  Fourth,  was  then  Pontiff:    but 
either  of  them  was  in  circumftances  to  ren- 
der him  very  defirous  of  Henry's  friendfliip. 
And,  as  there  was  really  fomething  hard  in 
the  cafe  of  that  prince,  the  difpenfing  power 
of  Rome  was  plaufibly,  as  well  as  ufefuUy, 
exercifed   in    his    behalf  on    this   occafion« 
Being  thus  releafed .  from  his  oath,  he  paid    ' 
f\o  regard,  either  to  the  will  of  his  father,  or 
the  complaints  of  his  brother.     It  could  not 
indeed    be  expected    that  he  fhould,    after 

Geoffry 
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BOOK  IT.  QeofFry  had  ppenjy  joined  with   his  enemier 

^;^'^    ^''['\  to  fcize.  thofe  cldmituons  tiy  force  of   arms, 

\vhiii  he  bad  np  title  to  them,  eved  aifowing 

the  will' to 'he  obligatory,  upon -Henry ;  as  it 

Vtrars  done  before  that  prince  had  poffeffion  of 

Engbnd'.     ConfikteriiTg   the   time    when    he 

ehte\t!cf'intortliar  league,  *aAd  the'  whole  ptir- 

porf  of  it,    ojiQ.  qannol;   be  much   £urprifed, 

fliat'  the  affe'^ibirof  tt^tify  IJiouId  be.  cooled 

fowiirds''- a.' brother,    who'had  .fo  unnaturalfj^ 

Covenanted  liis  utter  deftWi^ionv   Btit  though 

Cjettffiy  had; abiind^nt  caure  to  "be  very  w.ell 

fstisfi'ed  with  K^vhig  been  pardoned  for*  a  ttfea- 

Jonoif  fo  WeinpiTS  a  nature,  ha  would  rieithet 

relinquiih  his^^ptetcnfions  to  the  earldoms,  nor 

i£Ceive  fome  conipenfations,    offered  to  him 

4jy  Henry,'  whotn  he  went  to  viiit  at  Rouen, 

together  with  jl;iis  uncle  aqd  aunt,  the  count 

atid  countefs  of 'Flanders,  foon  after  the  re-. 

tiirn^  of  th^t  king  into  Normandy  from  his 

late  interview  '<vith   Lojiiis, '  which  feems  t6 

liave  been  held  in  the  Fr^iVch  Vexin.     What 

thefe    Cpmpenfations   were,  hiftory  does,  ngt 

inform  us :  l;)ut  we  are  told  that  he  departed 

in  great  difbonteixt,.  and  going  to  his  caftle^ 

infefted  from  thence  the  whole  country  round 

about  them.     A^  there  was  in  all' the 'three 

earldoms  no.fmall  nunjb^e^  of  the  nobility  and 

'pincipal  gefntry,   who  wifbed  rather  to  be 

governed  by  a  prince  of  their  own,   refiding 

conftantly  zippng  them,  and  one  whofe  jpower 

they  did  npt  fear,  th^n.by  an  abfent  and  po- 

•tent  monarch,*  GeofFr^  might  have  excited  ^ 


(Jangeifous  i;evplt  in.  thqfe   prtSj   if  Henry, ^^9 ^J^ 
whofe  vigilance -wa?  ne\^er  fiarprifed,  had  noti^^       ^T"^ 
immediately'  upon '  fus .  VJepartujre,    a(icnible4 
an/army,;  witP^Vhich  K^  marched  tp<)jgp.ofe 
him,    and/  havijiig  ^divided"  them    into   two 
bodies  Uid  (iege  at  the  fame  time  to  twqi  of 
his  caftles,  Mirebeau  iu  Apjpu,  and  'Chiiiou 
in  Touraine,     Nature  .jn^  art  had  united /in 
fortifying  the  latter  :  but  nothing  cpujd  then 
refift  the  force  of  H^nry^s  arnis,     BotTi  caftles 
\irere  taken  ;*  arid  the  rebel  prince,  was  com* 
peUed,  with  equal   forrow  and  (Kartie,    pjige 
mote  to  have  rQCOurfc  to  the  clenjency  pi'his 
}>rother,    which   ingratitude    itfelf  could  lic^^^ 
weary  out.     Upon  ^is  furrdndering  the  caftle 
of  Loudon,  his  onjy  reriiarnh}g  f6rtrefs,.Heriry  ' 
^^ettled  on  him  a  penlion  of  a  thoufand  pound^ 
of 'Englifh,  mpP^y  ^^^  two  thoufand  Angevin*'; 
^nd  left  himt  the  lands  belonging  to  his  caftle^, 
jbut    leveled   thefe  to  the.  ground;'  tliv^,  at.      ,   .^  .. 
Qnce,    giving    him    a   iriaintenance    not. /uiv*     .;  ,     ^» 
Suitable  tp  his  rank,  and  taTcin|;  from  hint^  tbe 
means    of*  r^ifing    new  .' diftarba.nces.      .The  See  rte  note 
above-mentioned  fum  wais  eq^ual  to  an  income °f  ^^^neT^^ 
of  twenty^wo  thouiand   five  hundred  pounds rhe end  ofthe 
of  oyr  money  in  thefe  days,   beftdes  the  re- '^'^^^  ^°^T^* 
'venues  arifiiig  from  his  lands.:  and  it  would 
liave  been,  well  if  provifions  of  the  fame  na- 
ture'hai^  always  been  made  for  the  younger 
brothers  oF 'kings  or  princes,  inftead.of  ap- 
penKiges,  whvQn  gave  them  the  poffeflion  of 
fprtreffes^/lw  which  their  ambition  was  pfteti 
tgnjpted  tQ  c^rry  theqa  into  fadion  and  civil 
''*""".  "  war, 
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BOOK  IL  ^ar.  Nevcrthelcfs  it  is  certain,  that,  by  al! 
'  the  rules  of  good  policy,,  the  king  of  France 
ihould  have  fupportejd  CcofFry's  claim,  and 
given  hitn  the  inveftiture  of  the  three  earl* 
corns;  in  order  to  feparate  thofe  dominions 
from  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  and  thereby 
leflen  the  power  of  Henry  in  that  kingdom : 
but  he  overlooked  this  great  interelt ;  or 
thought,  that,  having  fo  lately  Teceived  ho- 
inage  from  him  for  all  his  territories  in  France, 
including  the  three  earldoms,  he  could  not, 
at  this  time,  difpute  his  title  to  them,  efoe- 
cially  as  it  was  ftrengthened  by  the  autno- 
rity  of  the  pope,  to  which  he  paid,  on  all 
occafions,  an  implicit  refpe£t.  This  acqui- 
efcence  on  his  part  was  of  much  advantage 
to  Henry  ;  who  alfo  found  his  account  in  the 
advances  he  had  made,  not  long  before,  to- 
\  wards  a  peace  with  the  earl  of  Blois,  which 

V.  Duche&e,  tied  the  hands  of  that  prince,  and  prevented 
di^rfor*  dc    ^^^  &^^^S  ^^7  affiftance  to  GeofFry.     Indeed, 
Rcb,  Franc,  it  evidently  appears,  by  the  afls  of  a  council 
«p|^*J7*.59-  which  Louis  held  this  year  at  Soiffons,  that 
fobann!n55-tbe  fettling  a  general  peace  in  the  kingdom 
of  France,   and  reftoring   agriculture,    com- 
merce, and  other  fruits  of  tranquillity,  was 
the  objed  that  the  king,  and  all  his  prioci- 

Sal  feudatories,  had  molt  at  heart :  of  which 
ifpofition  Henry  availed  himfelf  in  this  con- 
junftiire.     As  to  the  juftice,  or  moral  rcGtU 
-^  *  tude,  of  his  proceedings  with  GeofFry,  which 

5^;  fome    hiftorians  have  condemned  with  moft 

^,  fevfere   reproaches,'  he  would  certainly   have 

*  -  been 
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been  a  more  pious  fon,   if  he  had  not  dif-  BOOK  ii. 
puted  his    father's    will :    but   whether  that        ' 
will  was  equitable  in  itfelf,  or  whether  his 
brother  deferved  from  him  more  kindneft  than 
he  met  with,  may  well  be  queftioned. 

England  feems  not  to  have  taken  any  part 
in  this  war:  but  Henry  was  attended,  through- 
out the  whole  expedition,  by  his  chancellor,  Gerv.  Chron. 
Becket.     This  minifter  was  now  become  his^';^^"^-/p5|: 
chief  favourite,  and  made  a  very  immoderate  tif.  Cantuar. 
ufe  of  his  favour.     Employments  and  trufts^^^-'^^^"^- 
of  all  kinds  were  heaped  upon  him,  without  chron.  °* 
mcafure  or  propriety.     Befides  the  office  ofp-  ^osS.    . 
chancellor  and  a  fcandalous  number  of  eccle-  Bofcham  ct 
iiaftical   benefices,    he  had  royal  caflles  and  Fitz-Stephen 
forts  committed  to  his  cuftody,  the  tempo- ^'^^"^^^^^ 
ralitics  of  vacant  prelacies,  and  the  efcheats 
of  great    baronies    belonging  to  the    crown. 
The  revenues  of  thefe  he  made  ufe  of,  with 
the  fame  freedom  as  if  fliey  had  been   his 
own  rents  J    perhaps,  for  the  general  fervice 
of  his  mafter,  but  without  keeping  any  re-v.Epift,S. 
gular  or  AriGt  account,  and   certainly   with '^^?""f '  ^*  "• 
great  appearance  of  a  molt  exttravagant  pro- 
digality and  oftentation  in  himfelf :    fo  unli- 
mited was  the  confidence  that  Henry  placed  Y-^"^^^ 
in  him!    Indeed  he  feemed    almoft  to  Iharc^*^'"'  "^^*' 
the  throne  with  his  fovereign.     And  it  muft 
be   confeft,    that,    if  fuch  a  participation  of 
the  royal  authority  could  have  been  juftified 
by  the  accomplifliments  and  talents  of  a  mi- 
nifter, it  would  have  bo^n  fo  by  his.     For  he 
pofleiTed  all  the  qualities   that    could   moft 

Vou  U.  Y  power- 
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BOOK  II.  powerfully  engage  the  afFe<aions  of  a  prince^ 
*  who  had  a  judgement  capable  of  difceming  and 

a  heart  formed  to  love  exttaordinary  merit,  but 
a  temper  that  required  fome  delicacy  of  addrefs 
in  thofe  who  approached  him  very  nearly,  and  • 
that  yielded  moft  to  thofe  friends  whofe  cha- 
rafter.  appeared  moft  to  fympathife  with  his 
own.  The  perfon  of  Becket  was  graceful,  and 
his  countenance  pleafing:  his  wit  was  lively 
and  facetious,  his  judgement  acute,  his  elo^ 
quence  flowing  and  fwect,  his  memory  vaft  and 
ready  on  all  occafions.  The  time  he  had  pafied 
in  that  fchool  of  the  moft  exquifite  policy,  the 
court  of  Rome,  bad  greatly  improved  and  re- 
fined his  underftandiiig^  •  Nor  was  his  capa- 
city limiited  to  the  fphirc  of  bufincfs*.  He 
made  himfclf  a  perpetual  companion  to  the 
king  in  moft  of  his  pleafures^  and*  feU-m 
with  all  bis  taftes  fo  cafily  and  fo  naturally,, 
that  in  paying  his  court  hefccmed  only  to  in^ 
dulge  his  own  inclinations*  There  was  a  cer- 
tain inexprefllble  grace  in  hrs  manners,  giveiv 
by  nature,  but  helped  by  art,  which  rendered 
his  virtues  mere  amiable,  and  even  his  vice^ 
agreeable.  Thus  his  profufencfe  aii4  often* 
ration  appeared  like  generofity  and  greatncfer 
of  fpirit.  Nor  was  he  indeed  devoid  of  thefe 
good  qualities ;  but  he  carried  them  beyond 
their  proper  bounds.  His  expence;  was  enor- 
mous;  and  Henry  ^ would  have  been  jealous^ 
of  it,  as  intended  to  acquire  too  much  popu- 
larity, if  he  had  not  i)een  pcrfuaderd,  by  the 
addrefs  of  Becket^  that  all  this  magnificence, 

I  .  .  . :  .     in 
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in  which  the  fon  of  a  private  citizen  furpalTedBOOK  11. 
even  the  greateft  and  moft  opulent  carls,  was'  ^ 
only  dcfigned  to  do  honour  to  his  bountiful 
matter,  whofe  creature  he  was,  and  upon 
whom  his  whole  fortune  muft  abfolutely  de- 
pend* Yet,  amidft  the  luxury  in  which  he 
lived  for  feveral  years,  and  all  the  temptations 
of  a  court  where  gallantry  reigned,''  he  was 
(if  we  may  believe  the  writers  of  his  life) 
Conftantly  temperate,  and  invincibly  chafte. 

Henry,  being  now  triumphant  in  Anjou, 
obliged  all  the  nobility  of  Gafcohy  and 
Guienne  to  give  hitn  houages  for  their  future 
fidelity.  On  what  occafion  he  did  fo,  we  are 
ilot  told :  but  he  had  doubtlels  fome  ex- 
traordinary caufe  to  fufpe£t  them  ;  perhaps  a 
difcovery  of  their  having  fecretly  intrigued 
with  his  btother ;  which  conspiracy  might  be 
prevented  from  taking  effecSt,  by  the  vigilance 
of  his  governrtient,  and  the  terror  of  his  arms* 
For  it  is  not  very  probable,  that  Geoftry 
would  have  dared  fo  inconfiderately  to  draw 
thofe  atms  on  himfelf,  if  he  had  not  reliecf 
on  fome  aid  ;  and  the  barons  of  Aquitaine, 
having  beei>  long  weakly  governed  by  Henry  "s 
predeceflbrs,  were  impatient  of  reftrain^,  and 
prone  to  rebellion.  But,  vv^hatever  might  be 
the  motives  on  which  Henry  thought  itne- 
ceflary  to  take  this  precaution,  it  anlwefed  his 
'j  arpofe  fo  well,  that,  for  many  years  after- 
1  ^ards,  it  kept  thofe  provinces  iii  peace  and 
i  bedience  to  his  govefntaent. 

Y  z  For* 
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BOOK  ^^j     Fortune  was  fo  favourable  to  him  at  this 
GciTchron.  time,  that  every  accident  added  to  his  ftrength. 
ctDiccto,fubIt  happened  that  the   count  and  countefs  o£ 
ax°roml^ormT\anders  engaged  theniielves  by  a  vow  to  go 
p.  99J.         this   year    on    a    pilgrimage    to    Jerufalem, 
Neubrigcnfis, -pj^gy  thought  that  they  could  not  find  fo  fit 
AnnaK  Wav.  a  guardian,  in  their  abfence,  for  their  eldeft 
fubann.1 157.  foil  Philip,  who  was  yet  an  infant,  or  fo  re* 
fpeftable  a  protestor  for  their  dominions,   as 
Henry  their  near  kinfman,  and  faithful  friend. 
To  him  therefore  they  committed  the  care  of 
their  Ion,  and  the  regency  of  Flanders^  till 
they  (hould  return  from  the  eaft:   and  the 
young  prince  having  efpoufed  the  heirefs  of 
Vermandois,  that   province  alfo  was  put  un- 
der his  government.     This  was  a  great  aug* 
mentation   of   his   power  on  the  continent ; 
and  might  well  have  added  to  the  jealoufy  of 
the  French  court :    but  he  ufed  his  utmoft  art 
to  quiet  their  apprehenfions  ;    being  never  fo 
careful  to  pay  the  king  of  France  the  refpefts 
of  a  vafial    and    the    regards  of  an  ally,  as 
when   he  bad  made,  or  was  endeavouring  to 
inake^    fome   acquilition,   which   might  na- 
turally give  umbrage  to  him  and  his  king- 
dom.    The  affairs  of  Flanders  were  fettled, 
with  great  attention   and  great   wifdom,  by 
their  new  governor ;    and  after  he  had  efta* 
blifhed   fuch  order   and  harmony  in  all  his 
territories  abroad,  that  he  brought  them  to 
compofe  one  political  iyftem,  as  if  they  had 
l>een  a  lingle  ftate,  he-  returned  into  England 

in 
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fii  the  fpring  pf  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  BOOK  li. 
fifty-feven.  To  re-annex  to  that  kingdom  all  "^"^^^      ' 
the  provinces  it  had  loft  to  the  Scotch  and 
Wellh  under  the  late  unhappy  reign,  was  now 
the  principal  objedt  of  his  aefires,  and  the  ge- 
neral wifh  of  his  people. 

In  what  manner  his  great  uncle,  David, , 
king  of  Scotland,  had  gained  poflTeffion  of 
the  three  northern  counties,  and  had  brought 
him  to  take  an  oath  that  he  would  not  re- 
fume  them  in  cafe  he  (hould  recover  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors,  has  been  already  re- 
lated in  the  preceding  book.  The  title  of 
that  king,  or  of  his  fon,  to  thefe  provinces, 
even  as  fiefs  to  be  held  of  England,  under  ho- 
mage and  fealty,  had  been  always  very 
doubtful.  By  what  right  either  of  them  laid 
claim  to  Weftmorland,  I  ,cannot  difcover. 
And  out  of  the  grant  which  Stephen  had 
made  of  NorthumbedatTd,  Newcaftle  and 
Bamburg  had  been  exprefsly  referved.  But 
David  had  feized  upon  more  than  he  had  a 
right  to  from  the  terms  of  that  compa<Sl, 
wnder  the  pretence  of  holding  thofe  provinces 
for  Matildd  and  her  fon  ;  inftead  of  which,  he 
retained  and  left  therln„to  his  own  grandfon, 
as,  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  f^para- 
led  from  England,  and  not  even  tied  to  it  by 
5iny  obligation  of  feudal  obedience,  it  pould 
lot  appear  to  the  Englifh  in  any  ojther  light, 
han  ai  an  acquifition  the  Scotch  had  made, 
Dy  taking  advantage  of  the  w^aknefs  of  Eng- 
•^  '      •'  Y  3  land, 
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land,  and  diftrefs  of  the  royal  family  in  a 
time  of  civil  war;  and  Henry's  council  fup* 
pofedf  that  he  might  with  equal  policy,  and 
with  more  juftice,  now  take  advantage  of  the 
\veak  ftate  of  Scotland,  to  recover  to  his 
crown  its  antient  rights  and  pofleffions*  His 
former  obligations  to  the  Scotch  royal  family, 
for  their  having  affifted  his  mother,  and  con- 
ferred upon  himfelf  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
could  be  no  fufficient  argument  for  fiifFering 
territories  of  fo  much  vahie  and  impoirtancc 
to  be  loft  to  his  kingdom ;  it  not  being  per- 
mitted to  a  king  to  be.  grateful  at  the  expenco 
of  his  people.  He  therefore  judged  it  necef- 
fary  to  regain  the  three  counties,  and  thought 
the  time  fo  favourable  for  fuch  a  demand, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  negleded.  The  oath 
he  had  taken  was  the  fole  impediment  which 
flood  in  his  way  :  but  againtt  this  he  might 
plead,  that  it  had  been  impofed  upon  him, 
when  his  tender  age,  and  inexperience  in 
matters  of  government,  were  ftrong  objec- 
tions againft  the  validity  of  it;  efpecially  as 
tliQ  alienation  of  thefe  dominions  had  not 
been  agreed  to  by  the  eftates  of  the  kingdom, 
whofe  content,  in  all  monarchies  not  entirely 
defpotic,  is  necefl'ary,  to  confirm  an  a£t  of 
this  nature.  He  might  alfo  alledge,  that  the 
qajy  confideration,  upon  which  he  could  be 
fuppofed  to  have  taken  fuch  an  oath  with- 
out fraud  or  force,  was  the  efficacious  af- 
fiftance  ,  which  David  had  engaged  to  give 
him  in  England^^  by  making  an  offeufive  w^ar 

•  agaiqft 
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jagainft  Stephen  :  but,  as  that  engagement  was  BOOK  u. 
tiot  kept,  he  was  confequcntly  freed  from  his         "* 
part  of  the"compaft.     Thefe  reaibns  appeared 
fo  weighty,  and  made  his  confcience  fo  eafy, 
that  he  did  not  even  apply  to  the  papal  au- 
thority for  relief  in  this  cafe ;  but,  fuppofing 
that;  his  oath  was  void  in  itfelf,  (ent  to  de- 
mand the  immediate  reftitution  of  rhe  three 
counties.     His   embafladors  were  ordered  to 
fay,  ibat  their  majier,   the  king  of  £ff^/^«^,  vid.Ncubrig. 
•ought  net  to  be  defrauded offo  conjiderable apart^^  ^"^^^ 
of  his  kingdom  ;  nor  could  he  patiently  fee  it  thus 
difmembered:  and  jujiice  requiredy  that  territo^ 
ties  gained  by  the  Scotch  in  his  name  Jljould  be 
refored  to  him*     Upon  receiving  this  mefllige, 
Malcolm,  who  was  then  but  in  his  (even- 
teenth  year,  or  rather  the  lords  of  his  council, 
by  whofe  advice  he  was  governed,  thought  it 
xieceffary  to  make  the  reftitution  demanded  ; 
prudently   con/idering  (fays  William  of  Ncw- 
hury,   a   good  contemporary  hiftorian)  that^ 
nvith  regard  to  this  pointy  the  king  rf  England 
was  no  lefsjlrong  in  the  merits  of  his  caufe  than 
in  the  greatnefs  of  his  power.     But  although 
they  had  not  been  fo  abfolutely  convinced  of 
the  juftice  of  his  claim,  as  that  writer  fup-  . 
pofes ;    his  power  was  undoubtedly  lb   for- 
midable to  them,  and  the  ftate  of  their  go- 
vernment fo  infirm,  that  prudence  required 
ithem  to  make  this  facrifice  of  contefted  ac- 
:quifitions,  rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  a  . 
war^  which  might  ruin  their  country.     And  Nreubrigcnfo, 
Malcolm    miglit.  the   more    eafily   give    up^-*"^-*^ 
Y  4  Nor- 


\ 


328  HISTORY  OF  THE  LIFE 

BOOK  11.  Northumberland,  becaufe,  when  David,   his 
^^~^         grandfather,   declared   him   fucceffor   in   th<J 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  he  affigned  that  pro- 
vince to  William,  his  younger  brother. 

But  Henry  w^s  not  fatisfied  with  having 
vid.  Diceto  regained  the  three  counties.     He  likewife  in- 
JrSi.Wa-fifte^»    and   not   without  an   ancient  claim, 
vcricnics,  I'ubthat  Malcolm  (hould  acknowledge  himfelf  hi« 
ann.  1157.    yaffil  for  Lothian.     This  earldom,  in  which 
Chron.Norm.  ^i\  xhe  eaftern  parts  of  Scotland,  between  the 
^'hronjohan. Tweed  and  Firth  of  Forth,  were  then  com- 
de  Waling-   prehended,  had  been  granted  by  Edgar,  one 
M.'^Weflmo-  ^^  ^^^  greatcft  Saxon  kings,  to  Kenneth  the 
pall.  p.  193.  Third,  under  condition  of  homage  ;    and  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  vaflalage  had  been 
ever  releafed,  to  him  or  his   fucceifors,   by 
any  other  king  of  England.     Malcolm  there- 
fore was  advifed  by  his  council  to  agree  to 
this  demand  likewife ;    and  the  Englifti  mo- 
narch conferred  on  him  the  earldom  of  Hun- 
SecDugJale's  jj^^g^JQP^  againft  the  claim  of  the  earl  of  Nor- 
KarlIjf     thampton,  to  whofe  father  it  had  been  given 
NoRTHAMF-by  Stephen,  on  the  death  of  Henry   prince 
'^^^^  of  Scotland.     Probably,  this  was  done  on  the 

foundation  of  the  grant  made  to  David,  Mal- 
colm*s  grandfather,  by  Henry  the  Firft  ;  aud, 
unlefs  the  right  of  the  other  fathily  to  the 
earldom  of  Huntingdon  had  been  fo  evidently 
certain,  in  juftice  and  law,  aS  not  to  admit  of 
any  latitude  in  the  difpofal  thereof  by  the 
power  of  the  cYown,  policy  required,  that, 
'^  i;i  this  inftance,  fome  favour  (hould  be' (hewri 

to  the  Scotch  king  in- return  for  the  impoN 

tarH 
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tant  conceffions  which  he  had  made  to  Eng^ BOOK  ir. 
land.  .  -  S--v^-> 

Thefe  northern  afFairs  hcing  thus  fettled, 
Henry  now  turned  his  thoughts,  and  not 
without  fbme  inquietude,  to  the  great  and 
dangerous  war  he  intended  to  make  againft 
theWellh. 

As  I  have  not  hitherto,  during  the  courfe 
of  this  work,  given  any  diftinA  account  of 
that  ancient  people,  I  (hall  now  Iketch  out 
the  moft  important  outlines  of  their  hiftory 
down  to  the  times  of  which  I  write,  partly 
from  the  WeKh  chronicle  of  Caradoc  of 
Lhartcarvon,  which  among  them  is  of  the 
greateft  authority ;  and  partly  from  our  own 
write^fs.  In  doing  this,  I  (hall  fupply  fomc 
material  omi(Iions,  which  I  defignedly  left  in  x 
the  preceding  hiftory  of  the  four  firft  Norman 
kings;  bccaufe'I  thought  it  would  be  better,, 
that  their  tranfaftions  with  the  WeKh,  which 
were  not  abfolutely  connected  with  other  mat- 
ters there  related,  (hould  be  (hewn  together 
with  the  general  view  of  that  nation  preiented 
here. 

How  bravely  and  obftinately  the  Silures^ 
Demetaj,  and  Ordovices,  who  firft  inhabited 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  which  has  (ince 
been  called  Wales,  refifted  the  all-conquer- 
i"g  power  of  Rome,  the  Roman  hiftorians  .^  . 
themfelves  declare.     When  thqt  4iation  had 

entirely 
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BOOK  JI.  entirely  relinqirifhed  this   iflaod,   about  the 
*  year  four  hundred  and  forty-eight,  thefc  va- 

liant people,  affifted  by  the  natural  ftrength 
of  their  country,  and  augmented  by  great 
uunibers  who  fled  to  them  for  fafety  from 
the  invafion  of  the  Scotch,  the  Pifts,  and 
the  Saxons,  prcferved  themfelves  free  under 
their  own  form  of  government,  their  own 
laws,  and  their  own  princes;  while  all  the  reft 
of  South-Britain  was  over-run  and  fubdued  by 
foreign  arms. 

The  name  of  Welfh  was  given  to  them 
firft  by  the  Saxons,   and  is  derived   from  a 
contradion  of  Gwallifli,  or  Gaulifli,  delv- 
ing their  origin  from  the  Gauls :  but  they 
call  themfelves  Cumri,  of  which  the  Latia 
name,  Cimbri,  given   to  a  Celtic   nation  of 
Germany,  was  probably  a  corruption.    Wales 
was  bounded   at  firft  by  the  Irifti  fcas  and 
Dr.  Poweirs  the  rivers   Scverne  and  Dee.     But,  towards 
WeiihChron.^l^g  end  of  the  eighth   century,    the  WelA 
Camden's      Were   driven   out   or   all   the   level  country^ 
Britannia,     fituated  between  the  Severne  and   Wye,  by 
niiiREr*^'     Offa  the  Great,  king  of  Mercia,  who  planted 
there  Englifti  colonies,  and  made   the    cele- 
brated dike,  ftill  called  by  his  name,  which 
extended,  from  north  to  Ibuth,  about  ninety 
miles,  running  along  the  fides  and  bottoms 
of  the  hills,    from    the  mouth   of  the  river 
Dee  to  that  of  the  Wye  near  Chepftow.     it 
is  thought  to  have  beeii  an  imitation  of  the 
ramparts  iiirowa   up  by    Agricola,   Adriaa, 

and 
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and  Severus,  to  guard  the  Roman  province  so  ok  u* 
againft  the  incurfions  of  the  northern  Bar-  *  "^  ^ 
barians :  but,  from  focnc  remains  of  it,  which 
are  ftill  to  be  feen,  and  for  feveral  other 
reafons,  I  (hould  judge  that  it  was  rather  in- 
tended for  a  boundary,  to  feparate  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Englifh  from  thofe  of  thq 
Welfli,  than  to  proted  the  former  as  a  for- 
tification. Whatever  the  intent  of  fo  vaft  a 
work  may  have  been,  the  labour  and  charge 
were  greater  than  the  benefit.  For,  foon 
after  Qflfa's' death,  the  Wehh  again  extended 
their  dominions  beyond  that  dike,  forcing 
their  way,  hke  a  rapid  torrent,  which  de- 
fcends  from  the  mountains  and  overflow* 
the  plain  country.  Their  limits,  from  that 
time,  were  very  uncertain  ;  being  often  ad- 
vanced, or  let  back,  as  the  fortilne  of  waf 
happened  to  change,  in  favour  of  them,  or 
of  the  Saxons.  In  the  ninth  century,  Eg- 
bert, fupreme  monarch  of  England,  woa 
from  them  Chefter,  which  had  been  the  ca- 
pital feat  of  the  former  kings  of  North- 
Wales.  From  this  city^  his  fucceflbrs  in- 
fefted  that  kingdom  with  perpetual  inroads ; 
and  the  Wellhi  in  return  made  incurfions, 
with  great  fury,  into  the  counties  of  Eng* 
land  that  bordered  upon  them:  each  nation 
keeping  up  an  implacable  hatred  againft  the 
other,  and  adding  the  remembrance  of  an- 
cient animofities  to  every  new  quarrel.  TheV.  Chron. 
Saxou  chronicle  tells  us,  that  Ethel  wolf,  fon  f^^  an'  '^«' 
to  Egbert,    fubdued  the  people  of  No«-th-  "  *^""*  ^^* 

Wales. 
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poOK  n.  Wales.     It  alfo  appears,  from  Afler's  hiftonr 
^^      ^    ^  of  King  Alfred  the  Great,  that  fome  of  th""? 
Welfh   princes   were  fubjeft    to    his  crpwn ; 
Chron.  Sax.  3nd   j^e    Welfh    chroniclc    owns,    that    his 
lnn^9S     grandfon   Athelftan    entered    Wales    with  a 
great  army,  which  brought  the  kings  of  the- 
country  to  pay  him  tribute,  and  acknowledge 
his  fovereignty:    but  they  did  not  continue 
V.  Senatus    ygj.y  Jq^^ot  in  this  ftatfe  of  fubjeftion.     Among: 
MonticoHs     the  Saxon  I^ws,    publilhed  by  Wilkms,    we 
Waiiiae,  Wii- have  a  conftitution  agreed  to  by  the  legifla- 
hQhi?r}^S*  tmes  of  both  nations,  for  fecuring  the  peace 
of  the   borders,    which   feems  to  put  them 
upon   a  foot   of  independence  and  equality. 
it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  nqiade  in  the  reign 
of  Ethelred,  who  came  to  the  crown  in  the 
year   nine  hundred    and    feventy-eight;    and 
before  that  time  we  find  the  Welfli  often  in 
arms  on  the  borders,  and  (hewing  little  obe* 
dience  or  regard  to  the  fovereignty  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  year  eight  hundred  and  fbfty-three 
all  Wales  was  united  under  the  dominion  of 
Roderick,  furnamed  the  Great:  but  in  the 
year  eight  hundred  and  feventy-fix  that 
prince  again  divided  it,  by  a  teftamentary 
fettlement,  into  three  kingdoms,  Guyneth, 
or  North- Wales;  Deheubarth,  or  South- 
Wales;  and  Mathraval,  or  Powis-land; 
which  he  fevc rally  left  to  his  three  Tons, 
who  were  all  crowned  and  called  kings  ;  but 
the  two  younger  were  fubordinate  to  the 
eldeft,  who  had  North-Wales,  and  held  his 

roy^l 
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royal  feat  at  AberfFraw  in  the  ifle  of  Angle- ^00 Kij. 
fey,   which  was  the   Mona  of  the  "feritons. 
The  grandfon  of  Roderick,  Howel  Dha  (inWclfhChron, 
Englilh  Howell   the  Good),  about  the  year^'^^*^^* 
nine    hundred   and   forty,    obtained  the  fole 
dominion   of  all   the   three    kingdoms,    and 
made   a  reformation    of  their   political,    ci-X;,,^^^^^ 

.i  J  ••'11  i_-    1  T    WalliaB  au<^ 

vil,    and    municipal   laws,    which   were  di- Qui.  Wotton. 
gefted  by  him  into  three  books.     This  code  v.  Pracfation. 
is  ftill   extant,    and    has    been   publiflied    in^ui.  Chrfee. 
England  with  a  Latin  tranflation,  but  mixed 
with  other  inftitutions  of  a  much  later  date, 
many  of  which  are  ftridWy  feudal,  and  there- 
fore muft  have  been  chiefly  derived  from  the 
Normans.     The  entire  agreement  of  others 
with  the  laws  of  the  Saxons  feems  to  indi- 
cate  that   they    were    occafionally   borrowed 
from  -thence,  and  adopted  by  Howell ;  though 
the  fimilar  genius   of.  the    Britifh  Celts  and 
the  Germans  may  have  alfo  produced  fome 
refemblance  and   conformity  in  the  more  an- 
cient cuftoms  of  the  two  nations.     AmongJ^^fS*^^^^ 
thofe  that  appear  to  be  purely  axid  originally  58,' 59.^^  ^^' 
Britilh,    one   may   difcover  a  grpat  deal    of ^"wiias  alias. 
barbarifm,  and  many  things  that  required  a 
further   reformation.      The  beft  that  can  be 
faid  of  the  policy  of  the  Welfh  government, 
is,  that  there  was  in  it  no  tindure  of  def- 
potifm.     The  nobles  and  clergy  were  con- 
fulted   in   all   matters   of  ftate :    the   people 
were  free,  and  feem  to  have  affifted  in  the 
making  of  laws  and  other  adls  of  great  mo- 
ment.   They  were  oppreft  by  no  taxes,  noy 

by 
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BOOK  IL  by  any  toilfomc  work;  and  .to  this  an  an- 
V.  Glraid.  ^^^^^  autbor,  who  was  himfelf  of  that  nation, 
Catnbrcnf.  de  afcribes  their  magnanimity  and  courage  in 
vK'f,o.^*^-  Pornoihing  (fays  he)  >  raijit  and  ex. 
cites  the  minds  of  men  to  brnve  aSlions^  as  the 
chtarjulnefs  of  liberty:  nothings  on  the  con^ 
trary^  fo  d^edts  and  difpirits  theniy  as  the  op-^ 
preffion  of  fervitude.  But,  in  truth,  the 
Wclfli  were  fo  far  from  fubmitting  to  fervi-' 
tude,  that  they  could  fcarce  endure  govern^' 
tnent.  Their  liberty  bordered  too  nearly 
upon  anarchy,  being  rather  that  of  a  favage 
than  a  civilized  people.  The  whole  con- 
ftitution  was  ill-framed,  either  to  polifK 
their  manners,  or  to  lecure  the  internal 
peace  of  the  country;  none  under  heaven 
having  been  ever  more  agitated  with  civil 
commotions,  which  were  fo  frequent  and 
violent  in  all  parts  of  Wales,  that  very  few 
of  their  pinces  died  natural  deaths,  for 
cither  they  were  flain  in  wars  with  each 
other,  or  murdered  by  others  of  thq  fame 
family,  who,  for  want  of  a  determined  rul« 
of  facceffion,  or  by  the  power  of  faftions, 
V.  Dr.  Pow-  afpired  to  the  government.     One  great  canfe 

Chror^''^^2i  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^'  ^^^^  ^^^  ^'^  British  cuftom 
58,  59,  60.  *  of  dividing  the  eftate  of  the  father,  in.  equal 
Giraid.  Cam.  (bares,  among  the  fons,    baftards  as  well  ad 

brcnf.  dc  II-  I      .  .        ^  T      j    j  *.  1      ^  •      ^       • 

laudabiiibus .  lcgi^*n^^^^>  extended,   not  only  to  private  m- 

Waliiae,  c.  9.  hcritanccs,  but  to  the  inferior  chieftains,  or 

.    princes  in  the  feveral  diftrifts ;  and  even  to 

the  royal'  families  in  all  the  three  kingdoms  ; 

the  eideft  fon  having  no  more  than  a  kind  of 

titular 
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titular    Ibvcrcignty  over  the^ounger:    norp<^OK  ^^; 
was    that     preference    always    given,     but        '       * 
fometimes  all  the  fons  of  a  dead   nK)narch 
governed  jointly,  which  produced  the  utmoft 
confufion,    and,    in  ieveral    indances,    elec^ 
tiou,  or  force  of  arms,  conferred  the  chief 
rule  upon  one  of  the  younger  fons,  or  per- 
haps iipon  feme  other  more  diftant  kinfnaan. 
What  aggravated  this  mifchief  was  indthefv.  WeliH 
locioit  cuftdra,  which  prevailed  among  the  ^^'^°^- P*  ^^ 
chieftains  and  kings  or  Wales,    of  fending  p^^l"  63. 
©«t  their  infant  fons,  to  be  nurfed  and  bred  ^^e  ai^<> 
up  in  different   families  of  their    principally^  c^^^* 
nobles  or  gentry ;    from  whence   it  enfued^  de  iiiaudabi- 
that  each  of  thefe  fofter-fatbers,    attaching  JJ'"^  ^^"^^- 
himfelf  with  a  ftrong,  paternal  affedioii,  to  *  '  ' 
the  child  he  had  reared,  and  being  incited 
by  his  own   intereft   to  defire  his  advance- 
ment   above    his    brothers,    ertdcavoured    to 
procure  it  by  all  the  means  in  his  power* 
Thusf,  as  moft  of  their  kings  cohabiteii  with 
fevcral  women,  who  generally  brought  them 
many  children,   feveral  parties   were  formed 
among  their   nobility;    which  breaking  out 
at  their  deaths  involved  their  refpedive  king* 
doms  in  blood  and  confuiion*     Minors  wer^r 
newer  allowed  to   reign :   but  it  often  hap- 
pened, that,  when  a  prince,  excluded  in  bis 
infeMy,     attained    to    manhood',     he    then 
afpireo  to  the  throne,  which,  on  account  of 
his  nonage,  he  had  formerly  loft^  and  found 
^  party  to   affift   him   in   thofe   pretcnfions* 
Thus,  after  the  deceafe  of  Howell  Dha,  the 

king-  * 


i36  HISTORY   OF   THE   LIFE 

BOOK  IL  kingdoms  of  '^ales  were  again  divided  into 
different  portioi^,  and  perpetually  harrafied 
with  different  claims.  They  were  indeed 
re-united  under  Meredyth,  Howell's  grand- 
fon  ;  but  his  reign  was  unfortunate  and  of 
ihort  continuance:  for  he  was  fb  infefted 
with  the  piratical  defcents  of  the  Danes, 
that,  after  St.  David*s,  and  other  places 
upon  the  coafls  of  South- Wales,  had  been 
deftroyfed  by  their  ravages,  he  was  forced 
to. deliver  himfelf  from  them,  by  a  compo- 
lition  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  firft  DanC'* 
geld  of  the  Saxons,  viz.  to  pay  them  a  ca- 
pitation, at  the  rate  of  9  penny  for  every 
man  in  that  kingdom.  This  only  allured 
their  countrymen  to  other  invafions,  with 
lefs  fear  of  refiflance,  and  more  alTurance  of 
gain.  While  Meredyth's  arms  were  em- 
ployed in  a  civil  war  with  the  fon  of  his  elder 
brother  Eneon,  who  laid  clarai  to  South- 
Welfh  ChroD.  Wales,  the  Northern  corfairs  landed  in  An- 
P-  73-  9''  glefey,  and  defolated  the  whole  ifland.  As 
publick  misfortunes  are  always  charged  to 
the  fault  of  the  government,  the  people  of  . 
North-Wales  revolted,  and  chofe  another 
king.  Great  diforders  enfued ;  till  the  un- 
happy Meredyth  dying,  without  iffue  male, 
in  the  year  nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
Lhewelyn  ap  Sitlylth,  who  had  married  his 
daughter,  fucceeded  to  him  in  South- V^alcs, 
and  foon  obtained,  by  force  of  arms,  the  two 
pther  kingdoms.  The  Welfli  chronicle,  to 
exprefs  the  felicity  of  his  reign,  fays,  tbaU 

4  in 
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in  bis  time,  the  earth  brought  forth  double  foBOOK  IL 
what  it  produced  in  the  times  beforf-pafi  :  the        " 
people  profpered  in  all  their  affairs,  and  muhi^ 
plied  wonderfully  ;  the  cattle  increafed  in  great 
numbers  ;  fi  that  there  was  not  a  poor  man  in 
Wales,  from  the  fouth  to  the  north  fea  \    but  '  ^ 

every  man  had  plenty,  every  houfe  a.  dweller^,  ' 

and  every  town  inhabitants.  Yet  he  was  not 
exempt  from  the  ufual  deftiny  of  the  other 
Welfh  kings*  The  fons  of  Edwin  ap  Eneon 
rebelled  againft  him,  and  flew  him:  but  ^ 
GryfFyth,  his  fon,  revenged  his  dearth  ;  drove 
Howell,  the  fon  of  Edwin,  out  of  South- 
Wales  ;  and  killed  in  battle  another  prince,  ^ 
who  had  lately  obtained  the  Sovereignty  of 
North- Wales,  not  without  a  good  title,  if  any 
title  but  force  of  arms  could  have  availed  ia 
that  nation. 

GryfFyth    was   the   firflr,    and,    I  belie ve,V.Flor.Wig* 
the  only  Welfli  king  that  ever  had  a  navy  :  ?^"  ^^°^^i"* 

/•  y/-  /•  P       '  \  f       M       /•         //  fubann.1063, 

a  few  Ihips  of  war  havmg  been  built  for  his  io64, 
fervice  in  fomc  foreign  country,  and  manned 
with  foreign  failors.     He  could  not  be  fur- v.  Girald. 
nifhed  with  either  among  his  own  fubjedls  :S*"^^''?°^^   ' 
for  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  informs  us,  that  the  fcriptio,  c.  8. 
WeKh  had  no   (hips  ,but  fuch  as  were  ufed  ^7* 
by  the  Britons,  their  anceftors ;  fmall  wicker- 
boats,  that  were  covered  with  hides,  and  had 
neitlier  oars  nor  fails.     On  what  occafion  this 
fleet,    which   was   fo  great  a  hovelty  to  his 
people,   was  provided  by  this  prince,  we  are  . 
not  told :    but,  I  prcfume,  he  defigned  it  to 
protect  them  from  the  ravages  of  the  Danes 
Vol.  11.  Z  and 


V*: 
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BO 6 K  Ih and  Norwegians.     Howell,  having  attempted,         \ 
Wciii^c^  ^^^^  other  foreigners,  to         | 

utfupra.       regain  from  hicn  South^Wales,  was  totally         \ 
defeated    in    a   pii!chcd    battle,    and    hardly         I 
^af>ed  with  his  life.    But  an  honourable  death 
'In  tlie  field  would  have  favcd   him  from  a 
greater  misfortune:   for  his  wife,  whom  he 
had  brought  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  triumph 
which  he  confidently  hoped  to  obtain   over 
GryfFyth,  was  taken- prifoner  by  that  king';         i 
who,    liking   her   beauty,  ..kept   her  for  his         \ 
concubine.     Nor  does  it  appear  that  he  loft 
any  reputation  among  his  own  people  by  fo        j 
brutal    a  rape ; .  the    Welfli    fuppofing,    that 
whatever    belonged    to  the  conquered  was  a 
lawful   prey   to   the   conquerors,  their  wives 
themfelves  not  excepted.      The   unfortunate 
hufband,  reinforced  by  another  army  of  Eng- 
lish and  Danes,  made  a  new  effort,  not  long 
afterwards,    to  recover   the   pofleffipn  of  his. 
wife  and  kingdom ;  but  was  vanquiftved  end 
flain  in-  the  conteft.    Other  competitors  arofe        j 
againft  .  Gfyffyth  5  for  not  even  the  greateft        j 
A^idories  could  give  to  thefe  princes  any  (ecu- 
rity  in  fheif  power :  but  he  overcame  all  his 
adverfaries  by  fair  and  open  force  in  the  field. 
Nor  did  he  confine  his  valour  within  his  own 
V.  Chron.    territories.      In    conjun<a:ion  with  Algar  earl 
5r5's^p:T69><'  Chefler,    who   had    been    banilhed    from 
England  as  a  traitor  in  tlie  reign  of  Edward 
the  Confelfor,  he  marched  into  Herefordlhire,        ; 
and  wafted  all  that  fertile  country  with  fire 
.v.Fior.wig.^ji^  fwor-d,  to  r^venge  the  death  of  his  bro- 
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ther  Rhees,  whofe  head  haid  been  brought^ ^^^  ^^* 
to  Edward,  in  purfuance  of  an  order  fent  by 
that  king,  on  account  of  the  depredations 
which  he  had  committed  againft  the  EngHfti 
on  the  borders.  To  flop  thefe  ravages,  the 
earl  qf  Hereford,  who  was  nephew  to  Ed- 
ward, advanced  with  an  army,  not  of  Eng- 
lifh  alone,  but  of  mercenary  Normans  and ' 
French,  whom  he  had  entertained  in  his 
fervice,  againft  GryfFyth  and  Algar.  He 
met  them,  near  Hereford,  and  offered  them 
battle,  which  the  WeKh  monarch,  who  had 
won  five  pitched  battles  before,  and  never" 
had  fought  without  conquering,  joyfully  ac- 
cepted. The  earl  had  commanded  his  Englifli 
forces  to  figj^t  on  horfeback,  in  imitation  of 
the  Normans,  againft  their  ufual  cuftom : 
but  the  WelQi  making  a  furious  and  terrible 
charge,  that  nobleman  himfelf,.  and  the  fo- 
reign cavalry  led  by  him,  were  fo  daunted  at 
the  view  of  them,  that  they  fhamefully  fled 
without  fighting;  which  being  ^een  by  the 
Englifli,  they  alfo  turned  their  backs  on  the 
enemy,  who,  having  killed  or  woijnded  as 
many  of  them  as  they  could  come  up  with  in 
their  flight,  entered  triumphant;  into  Hereford^ 
fpoiled  iand  fired  the  city,  razed  the  walls  to 
the  ground,  flaughtered  fome  of  the  citizens^ 
led  many  of  them  captive,  and  (to  ufe  the 
words  of  the  WeKh  Q\ixomc\€)  left  nothing  in 
the  town  but  blood  and  ajbes.  After  this  ex-  s 
ploit,  they  immediately  returned  into  Walcs^ 
Z  a  undoubted  ly 
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BOOK  11.  undoubtedly  from*  a  defire  of  fecunng  their 

'  prifoners,    and    the    rich    plunder    they   had 

gained.     The   king   of  England,    hereupon, 

commanded    Eafl  Harold   to  colle<a  a  great 

army  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  and,  af- 

fembling  them  at  Glocefter,  advanced  from 

thence,  to  invade  the  dominions  of  Gryffyth 

in  Noi  th-Wales.^     He  performed  his  orders, 

and  penetrated  into  that  country  without  re- 

fiftance  from  the  Welfli ;  GryfFyth  and  Algar 

retiring    into    fome    parts    of    Sputh-Wales. 

What  were  their  reafons  for  this  conduft,  we 

are  not  well  informed  ;  nor  why  Harold  did 

not  purfue  his  advantage  againft  them :  but  it 

appears  that  he  thought  it  more  advifeable,  at 

this  time,  to  treat  with,   than  fubdue,  them; 

for  he  left  North- Wales,  an^  ej^ployed  hitii- 

felf  in  rebuilding  the  wails  of  Hereford,  while 

negociations  were  carrying  on  with^Gryffyth, 

which  foon  afterwards  produced  the  reftora* 

tion  of  Algar,  and  a  peace  with  that  king,  not 

very^honbufable  to  iE)jngland ;  as  he  made  no  fa- 

tisfaflion  for  the  mifchief  he  had  done  in  the 

'war;  nor  any  fubmiflions  to  Edward.    Harold ^ 

muft,   doubtlefs,  have  had  fome  private  and 

forcible  motives  to   conclude  fu6h  a  treaty. 

Fl(^/Wigorn.  *p}^^  Very  next  year,  the  Welffi  monarch,  upon 

ann /^lojO.    what  quarrel  we  know  not,  made  a  new^  incur- 

fion  in^to  England,   and  killed  the  bifhop  of 

Hereford ;  the  (heriff  of  the  county  ;  and  many 

mbre  of  th€  Englifh,  both  ecclefiafticks  and 

laymen.    Edward  was  counfelled  by  HaroM 

^         ^  and 
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and  Lcofrick  earl  of  Mercia  to  make  peace^OOK  ir. 
with  him  again;  which  he  again  broke:  nor ^♦^i^ (^|^y^„^ 
could  he  be  reftrained  by  any  means  from  p.  loo,  loi. 
thefe  barbarous  inroads,  before  the  year  one 
thoufand    and    fixty-three ;'    when    Edward, V.  Chron. 
whofe  patience  and  pacific  difpofitioh  had  been  pj*p^y?"J^^^^ 
too  much  abufed,  commiflioned  Harold  to  af-et  Chron. 
femble  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  kingdom,  ^l^^^^^''^^"- 
and  make  war  upon  him  in  his  own  country,  ,064,  1065. 
till  he  had  fubdued  or  deftroyed  him.     ThatMaimlb.de 
general  afted.fo  vigoroufly,  and  with  fb  much^fj/^ 'j^/ 
celerity,   tliat  he  had  like  to  have  furprifedWeKhbhrcin. 
him  in  his  palace:  but,  juft  before  the  Eng- ?-.'??» ^^** 

i-/ir  •       1        1-  1        •  •       o    Girald. 

liih  forces  arrived  at  his  gate,  having  notice  ofcamb.dc' 
the  danger  that  threatened  him,  and  feeing  no|i^^"^a^*>^- 
other  means  of  fafety,  he  threw  himfelf,  withgy*^^'*'^'^' 
i  few  of  his  houfliold,  into  one  of  his  (hips, 
which  happened  at  the  inftant  to  be  r?ady  to 
fail,  and  put  to  fea.  What  country  he  re- 
tired to,  we  are  not  informed :  but,  probably, 
he  went  into  Ireland.  *  Harold,  vexed  at  his 
efcape,  fet  fire  to  his  palace,  and  burned  all  his 
fhips  of  war  that  remained  in  his  harbour.; 
after  which,  returning  to  Briftol,  he  there 
fitteJ  out,  with  all  poflible  expedition,  a 
powerful  fleet;  with  which  he  cruized  alongj 
the  coafts  of  North  and  South-Wales,  prevent- 
ing the  importation  of  corn  and  other  necef- 
faries,  which  the  Wclfh  had  been  accuftoine4 
to  receive  from  abroad.  While  he  was  em- 
ployed in  this  manner,  a  ftrong  body  of  horfe, 
under  the  condudt  of  Earl  Tofti,  his  brother, 
Z  3  had 
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BOOK  II.  had  marched  to  a. rendezvous,  which  he  had 
'  '  •  'appointed,  in  the  maritime,  part  of  North- 
Wales.  As  fopn  as  he  had  inreUigence  of 
their  behig  arrived,  he  landed,  and  joined  them  ' 
with  his  infantry,  w^iich  he  had  embarked  for 
that  purpofe;  leaving  none  but  the  failor^  and 
^  rowers  aboard  his  fleet, '  which  he  ordered  tq 
cruize  as  before.  The  two  brothers,  after 
their  junftiop,  eafily  made  themfelves  mafl:er$ 
of  all  the  flat  country  :  but  Harold,  being 
fenfibie  that  heavy-armed  foldiers  were  unfit 
for  purfuing  the  light  troops  of  the  Welfh  intq 
their  mountainous  regions,  provided  his  infan- 
try with  bucklers  of  hides,  and  other  armour 
of  a  lighter  fort  than  they  ufually  wore.  The 
greater  part  of  his  cavalry  he  left  in  the  plains^, 
iCinder  the  Command  of  his  brother ;  and  tak- 
ing only  a  few  of  them,  with  fome  bands  of 
foot  heavy-armed,  which  he  ordered  to  follow 
dnd  fUppoft  the  light-armed  forces  if  they 
ihould  be  repulfed,  he  boldly  advanced  into 
pountries  which  no  Saxon  army  ever  had  en- 
tered before ;  marching  all  the  way  on  foot 
himfelf,  aiid  driving  the  enemy  even  from 
their  inmoft  retreats,  with  a  terrible  flaugh- 
,  ter,  till  they  were  cornpelled  to  fue'for  peace 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  conqueror.  ^  Proud 
pf  haying  furmounted  the  ftrong  barriers 
which  nature  had  oppoled  to  his  paflage,  and 
pf  having  fubdued  this'  warhke  people,  he  fet 
pp  pillars  of  ftone  in  feyeral  places  to  which 
he  had  carrjedi  his  yidoribuS  arm^  as  tror 
5,       '  '         -  pUjes 
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phies  and  monuments  of  his  fame  to  poflerity.  B^O  o  Kit 
Giraldus  Cambrenfis  aflures  us,  that,  in  his^       "   ^ 
time,  they  were  ftill  remaining  there,  with  the 
following  Latin  infcription,  refembling  thofe 
of  the  Romans  in  fimpHcity  and  concifenefs, 
engraved  upon  each  of  them, 

HIC  FVIT  VICTOR    HARALDVS. 

Probably,  the  Wclfh  wouIH  have  better  de- 
fended their  country,  if  they  had  been  under 
the  condu6l  of  GryfFyth,  their  fovereiga:  and, 
as  in  all  his  former  life  he  had  fliewn  {o  much 
courage,  we  may  reafonably  conclude,    that 
he  would  not  fo  (hamefuUy  have  abandoned 
his  people  through  the  whole  courfe  of  a  war 
which  he  himfelf  had  brought  upon  them,  if 
the  Englifti  navy,  which  continually  guarded* 
the  coall,   had' not  prevented  his  return  into 
any  part  of  North- Wales.     Certain  it  is,  that  V.Flor.  Wig. 
he  did  not  come  back  to  them  till  the  latter  ^^^-^pj^;^*"' 
end  of  fummer  in  the  following  year,  after 
they  had  been  forced  to  fubrait  to  Harold ; 
and  then  he  found  them  fo  incenfed  at  having 
been  left  by  him  in  the  time  of  danger,  and  fo 
averfe  to  any  thoughts  of  renewing  the  war, 
that,  inftead  of  affenxbling  themlelves  under 
his  ftandard,  as  he  urged  them  to  do,  they 
feht  his  head  to  Harold,    together  with  the 
prow  of  the  (hip,  or  galley,  in  which  he  re- 
turned.    The  Welih  chronicle  tells  us^  that 
they  were  inftigated  to  this  treafon  by  Ble- 
thyn  and  Ry walibrt,  his  mother's  fons,  whom 
Harold  had  made  kings  of  North* Wales  and 
Z  4  Powis-. 


L, 
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BOOK  n.  Powis-land ;  as  he  had  alfo  given  South- Wales 
*  to  Meredyth,   the  eldeft  fon  of  Owen,  whofe 

father  Edwin   had  been   expelled   from  that 
kingdom  by  Gryffyth.     This  valiant  prince 
had  ruled  all  Wales  during  four  and  thirty 
years ;  a  very  long  reign  for  any  king  of  that 
nation  I  Thofe  appointed  by  Harold  were  ob- 
liged to  take  an  oath  of  fealty  to  Edward,  and 
pay  him  the  full  tribute  that  ever  had  been 
paid  to  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.     Thus,  by  the 
valour  and  good  conduft  of  that  earl,  was  the 
fovereignty   of  England  over  the  princes  of 
Wales  more   completely  eftablifti^d  than   it 
had  ever  been  before.     But  he  built  no  caftles 
in  the  country,  nor  did  he  plant  any  colonies 
of  Englilh  there,  without  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  that  the  Aabjedionof  a  people  fo  ufed 
to  arms,  and' fo  impatient  of  difhonour,  could 
WcKhChion.  long  Continue.     After  his  death,  they  regained 
6oin  p.  109,  i\i^ix  independence :  during  which  they  were 
continually    and    moft   grievoufly    difturbed 
with  deadly  feuds,  till  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  and  feventy-eight,  when  Gryf- 
fyth ap  Conan  and   Rhees  ap  Tewdor,  hav- 
pg  united  their  arms,  made  themfelves  en- 
'  tire    maftef  s    of  North    and    South  -  Wales. 
The  claim  of  thefe  princes  to  thofe  domi- 
nions was  good  ;    Gryffyth  being  defcended 
from  the   eldeft  fbn 'of  King  Roderick,  and 
Rhees  from  the  eldeft  fon  of  Howell  Dha: 
befides  which  they  were  valiant  men,  a  qua^ 
lificatiou  the  Welih  regarded  more  than  any 

other 
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other  pretenfions..  Gryfiytli^  in  gaining  the^QOK  IL 
fovereignty  of  North-Wales,  was  affiftcd  by 
an  army  vvhich  he  procured  from  the  king 
of  Ulfter,  whofe  fifter  he  had  married  while 
he  and  his  father  Conan  were  exiles  in  Ire- 
land. Upon  this  revolution,  Powis-Iand, 
which  after  the  death  of  Rywallon  had  been 
annexed  to  North-Wales  under  the  goven>- 
ment  of  his  brother,  was  ftiared  between 
two  fons  of  the  latter,  as  it  feems,  by  an 
agreement  with  Gryfiyth  ap  Conan. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  Wales  in  the  yjear 
one  thoufand  and  fcventy-nine,  when  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  provoked  by  fome  in- 
curfions  of  the  Welfli,  and  having  efta- 
bliflied  his  dominion  over  the  Englifh,  came  Welfh  Chnm. 
to  St.  David's  with  a  mighty  army;  andP-"5-^"^ 
ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  all  the  princes  ofHuntingSon, 
Wales, .  that,  without  refiftance,  they  f\ib- 1.  vii.  £  211. 
mitted  to  do  him  homage.  He  demanded  no 
tribute  from  th^mj  nor  could  they  properly- 
pay  it  when  they  became  his  vaflals ;  the 
feudal  laws  exempting  thofe  who  wer€  ad-^ 
mitted  to  homage  from  all  fuch  impofitions. 
It  does  not  appear,  that  any  of  them  rebel- 
led againft  him,  or  committed  any  depreda- 
tions upon  the  borders  of  England  fo  long 
ias  he  lived.  They  alfo  kept^  peace  among 
themfelves :  but,  the  very  year  that  he  died, 
the  fons  of  Blethyn  ap  Convyn  gathered  to- 
•gether  their  forces  againft  Rhees  ap  Tewdor; 
%bq*  was  conftrained  to  fly  to  Ireland,,  ^here 
Z'"-'^'^?"  ■' '  -he 
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BOOK  II.  he  had  potent  alliances;   and  from  whence 

^~"^' '  h^   returned    with   an    army^  which,    being 

joined  by  his  friends,  enabled  him  to  recover 
the  kingdom  of  South-Wales,  Soon  after- 
wards the  carls  of  Hereford  and  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  confederating  themfelves  with  the 
Welfh  on  their  borders  againft  William  Ro- 
fus,  rava'ged  the  counties  of  Glocefter  and  of 
Worcefter.  Nor,  when  this  infurredion 
was  quelled  in  England,  do  we  find  that  the 
Welfh  fubmitted  to  the  king,  or  that  their 
princes  acknowledged  his  fovereignty  over 
them,  dither  by  doing  homage  to  him,  or 
paying  tribute.  But,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
his  reign,  Jeftyn,  lord  of  Glamorganlhire,  j 
which  country  his  anceftors  had  governed 
for  fome  ages  under  the  kings  of  South* 
Wales,  having  been  defeated  in  a  rebellion 
againft  Rhees  ap  Tewdor,  fent  one  of  his 
gentlemen,  who  had  ferved  in  the  army  of  ' 
England,  to  follicit  fome  of  the  lords  and 
knights  of  that  kingdom  to  come  to  his  af- 
fiftance,  with  tempting  promifes  of  rewards 
arid  emoluments  from  him.  The  propofal 
was  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times. 
Robert  Fitz-haimori,  a  gentleman  of  the' 
king's  privy  chamber  and  great  baron  of  the 
Xealm,  undertook  the  adventure.  Twelve 
knights,  of  confiderable  note  and  diftinc- 
tion,  were  retained  in  his  fervice,  or  rather 
^  *  agreed  to  ferv€  under  him,  with  a  large  body 
<rf  forces.  They  joined  thofe  of  Glamorgan^ 
^hire,  which, were  ready  to  receive  them,  and 

inyaded 


ll 
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invaded  the  territories  of  Rhees  ap  Tewdor^^OOK  IT: 
who  met  them  near  Brecknock,  and  giving 

I  them  battle  was  defeated  by  them,  and  flaia 
in  the  aftion.     He  was  the  laft  of  his  na-    \ 

^,  tion  who  poffeffed  the  ancient  kingdom  of 
South-Wales  entire :    for  after  his  death  it 

I  was  difmembered,  and  prefently  fell  to  decay* 
When  Jeftyn  found  himfelf  conqueror  (if  we 
may  believe  the  Welfli  chronicle),  he  kept  all 
his  engagements  w^ith  the  Normans  very 
faithfully,  but  broke  his  wprd  with  the  Welfti  ., 

gentleman  whom  he  had  fent  to  them,  and 
to  whom  he  had  promifed  to  give  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage  if  he  fucceeded  in  the  ne- 
gociation.  This  perfon,  whofe  name  was 
Eneon,  being  fruftrated  of  the  reward  he 
expected,  and  burning  with  refentment,  fol- 
lowed the  Normans,  who  were  already  em- 
barked for  England;  and,  complaining  to 
them  moft  bitterly  of  his  matter's  perfidioiif- 
nefs,  incited  them  to  turn  their  arms  againft 
him.  He  aflured  them  that  they  might 
eafily  conquer  his  country ;  as,  from  his  trea- 
fon  to  Races,  he  would  be  deprived  of  all 
aid  from  the  other  princes  of  Wales.  Upon 
which,  partly  out  of  their  regard  to  the  man, 
and  partly  being  allured  by  the  bait  hepro- 
pofed  to  them,  they  all  returned' with  him, 
attacked  the  lord  of  Glamorganlhire,  de- 
feated, and  flevr  him.  This  is  the  account  See  the  hifio. 
which  is  jjiven  by  Caradoc  of  Lancarvon  ;'y^^^^^^n- 
put,  according  to  another  very  authentic  re- morgan,  in 
jfatiqn  of  this  affair*  Jeftyn  refufed  to  per- ^r- f oweirs 

*"**"p.  IJ24. 
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BOOKIL  form  the  covenants  he  had  logde  with -^he 
•         Normans,  through  the  naei^iation  of  Eneoa, 
who    therefore   joined    them    againfl:    hiixi^ 
Certain  it  is  that  Fitz-haimon,,.by  no  other 
title   than  that  of  conqueft,  feized  on  Gla- 
morganfliire ;  and,  referving  to  himfelf  fome 
principal   parts,    with    the    feignory   of  the 
whole,  gave  all  the  reft  of  that  fair  and  fer- 
tile province,  to  be  held  as  fiefs  under  him 
by  the  twelve  knights  who  came  with  him, 
and  fome  others  who  had  affifte4  him,  par-» 
WcUhChroii.ticularly  Eneon.     The  Welfti  chronicle  fays, 
^*  "'•         that  thefe  were  the  firjl  Jirangers  that  ever  in-- 
habited  Wales  Jince  the  time  of  Camber.     But 
Ibidem,  from  foon    afterwards    Bernard    de    Neufmarche, 
p.  m.  ^     another  of  the   great  Norman  barons,  con- 
quered the  province  of  Brecknock  ;  and,  thefe 
examples     exciting    the    ambition    of   their 
countrymen  to  like  attempts,  feveral  of  the 
nobility  petitioned  the  king   to  grant  them 
lands  in  Wales  under  homage  and  fealty,  if, 
by  their  own  arms,  they  could   win   them 
from  the  natives  ;   which  he  did  very  wil- 
lingly, as  the  beft  naethod  of  fubduing  that 
people  without  any  charge  or  trouble  to  him- 
felf, and  punifhing  their  princes  for  having 
withdrawn  that  obedience  which    they   had 
fworn  to  the  Englifli  crown  in  the  reign  of 
his    father.      Accordingly    Roger   de  Mont- 
goniery,  earl  of  ShrewiDbury,  did  homage  to 
him  for  Cardiganftiire  in  South- Wales;  and 
for  all  Powis-land,  of  which  he  afterwards 
fubdued  and  fettled  fome  diftrifts,  particu- 
larly 
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larly  the  town  and  Caftle  of  Baldwyn,     This  BOOK  IL 
important  place,  which  commanded  one  of* 
the  fineft  parts  of  Wales,  adjacent  to  Eng- 
land,   he   new-fortified ;    and  called  it  after 
the  name  of  his  family,  which  it  retains  to 
this  day.    Arnulph,  his  younger  fon,  obtained 
likewife,  in  South- Wales,  the  great  lordfliip 
of  Djrvet, '  named   Pembrokefliire,  from  the 
town  and  caftle  of  Pembroke  built  by  him 
there,  in  a  fertile  and  open  country.     The 
earl  of  Chefter,  and  two  of  the  Mortimers, 
with  many  other  Norman  barons,  who  were 
feated  in  the  bordering  counties  of  England, 
became  vaffals  to  William  Rufus  for  lands 
belonging  to  the   Welfli   in    all  their   three 
kingdoms,  which  he  difpofed  of,  as  forfeited 
to  him  by  the   natives  on  account  of  their 
rebellion ;  but  of  which  the  feveral  perfons, 
on  whom  he  beftowed  them,  wei;e  to  obtain 
the  poflcffion  at  their  own  charges.     What- 
ever conquefts  they  made  they  endeavoured 
to  fecure,    by   imiriediately    building    ftrong 
caftles,  and,  as  far  as  they  could,  by  fettling 
in  them  colonies    of  Normans  or  Englilh, 
Thus  was  this    laft  afylum  of  the   Britons 
broken  into,  by  their  enemies,  on  every  fide. 
But  the  fpirit  of  the   Welfli  did   not   long  Welih  Chron. 
remain  patient  under  thefe  ufurpations.  Gryf-p-^s^fo^s^. 
fy  th  ap  Conan,  who  then  was  king  of  North-  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^^ 
Wales,  and  Cadogan  ap  Blethyn,  who  pof-  70-  !•  i^. 
feffcd  as  much  of  South- Wales  as  re«^ained  J^^J^^JgJjn^^ 
unconquered  by  the  Normans,  united  againftHov^en, 
them.;  and,  having  defeated  them  in  two  or i«r.  1-^^266, 
•  ^  three  ^'7. 
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BOOKiLthre^  battles,  dcftroycd  all  their  caftlcs,  ex- 
^^^-^^^  ^ccpt  thofe  of  Pembroke  and  Rydcors,  and 
recovered  almoft  all  Dyvet,  Powis-land,  and 
South- Wales.  Nor  were  thej  content  with 
expelliilg  thefe  invaders  ;  but  carried  their 
arms,  with  terrible  ravages  and  devaftations, 
into  the  borders  of  England,  Joining  all  the 
rage  of  a  barbarous  peo{3e  to  the  refentment 
of  freemen,  who  had  ktely  fliaken  off  the 
yoke  of  oppreffion.  William  Rufus,  in- 
named  with  great  anger  and  difdain,  thaft  a 
tiation,  which  had  paid  obedience  to  his  fa- 
ther, Ihould  dare  to  attack  and  infult  him 
in  his  own  kingdom,  raifed  a  mighty  army, 
and^  marched  in  perfbn  againft  them.  At 
his  approach,  they  retired :  he  determined  to 
follow  them  ;  and,  entering  their  country  at 
Montgomery,  flopped  there  a  while,  till  he 
had  repaired  in  fome  degree  the  ruined  fort : 
which  being  done,  he.  tried  to  penetrate 
into  the  interior  parts  of  North-Wales,  But 
the  Welfti  fo  ftrongly  guarded  the  defiles  of 
the  mountains,  the  woods,  and  the  rivers^ 
chufing  their  pofts  with  great  judgement,  and 
cautioufly  avoiding  to  fight  on  the  plai«^s, 
that  he  made  little  progrefs.  Great  rains  fell; 
his  horfes  died ;  and  his  troops  were  fo  bar- 
raffed  with  the  many  hardships  they  fuffered^ 
that  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  England, 
and* leave  the  war  to  be  profecuted  by  the 
Vid-auaores  lords  of  the  marches.  But,  although  they 
ciiat.utfupra.gjj.gj.^gj  their  utmoft  ftrength  and  valour,  they 
found  the  talk  too  hard  for  them ;  and^  after 
.  fundry 
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fiindry  defeats,  Roger  de  Montgomery  earl^QQ^  ^- 
of  Shrewlbury,  William  Fkz-euftace  earl  of ^ 
Glorefter,  with  many  other  noble  perlbns^ 
having  been  flain,  and  all  their  caftles  in 
thofe  countries^  except  that  of  Pembroke^ 
burnt  or  razed  to  the  ground ;  William  Ru-» 
fbs  himfelf  thought  it  neceflary  to  march  a 
fecond  time  into  Wales  at  the  head  of  a  royal 
army,  and  made  all  the  efforts,  to  regain  the 
provinces  he  had  loft,  that  great  courage^ 
excited  by  the  higheft  indignation  and  fenfe 
©f  ihame,  could  produce.  Yet  fo  valiant 
were  the  Wehh,  fo  prudent  their  leaders^ 
and  fuch  the  difficulties  he  found  in  attempt-*- 
ii^  to  break  through  the  faftneifes  of  the 
jxi0untains,  that  he  now  fucceeded  no  bet^- 
ter  than  in  his  former  expedition. 

It  is  very  furprifing,  that  a  king,  ever  vie* 
torious  in  all  his  other  wars,  fhould  in  thefe, 
with  an  undifciplined  and  barbarous  nation, 
have  been  fo  foiled  and  difhonoured !  William 
of  Malmfbury  afcribes  it  to  the  nature  of  the 
country,  and  inclemency  of  the  weather* 
But,  as  to  the  firft,  Harold  likewife  had  tk^^ 
to  contend  with ;  and  yet  he  conquered  all 
Wales.  The  weather  indeed  might  happen 
to  be  better,  and  more  favourable  to  him 
than  it  was  to  William  Rufus ;  and  rainy  or 
[  ftormy  feafons  add  much  to  the  difficulty*  of 
I  making  war  in  woody  or  mountainous  coun^ 
tries:  bwt  other  caufes,  and  not  fo  fortui- 
tous, XQSJf  well  be  aifigned,  to  account  for 

the 
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BOOK  II.  the^  different  fudcefs  of  thefc  princes.  The 
^'  ^  ^  Norman  arnaies,  being  chiefly  compofed  of 
borfe,  and  encumbered  with  heavy  armour, 
were  not  able  to  a£l  among  the  fleep  preci* 
pices  and  narrow  paths  of  the  mountains, 
or  in  the  woody  vales  and.  deep  bottoms ;  nor 
could  they  eafily  be  fubfifted  in  thofe  barren 
places  at  a  diftance  from  the  iea :  which  in^ 
conveniences  it  has  been  {hewn  that  Harold 
wifely  avoiifxl,  by  another  manner  of  arm- 
ing and  difpofing  his  forces.  The  Wel(h 
had,  indeed,  fubmitted  to  the  Normans  un- 
der the  firfl  king  of  that  race ;  being  awed 
by  the  great  name  of  IViHiam  the  Conqueror^ 
and  yielding  rather  to  the  reputation  than 
force  of  his  arms ;  whereas  thofe  impreffions^ 
were  now  worn  off:  they  had  tried  their 
flrength  with  the  Normans,  and  found  it 
fuperior  in  repeated  engagements:  but  the 
greateft  difference  was,  that  they  were  now 
under  the  condudl  of  able  and  ikilful  com- 
manders; which  advantage,  more  important 
than  any  other  whatfoever,  they  had  been 
deprived  of  by  the  abfence  of  Gryffyth  ap 
Lhewelyn,  their  general  and  their  king» 
when  the  army  of  Harold  attacked  them  in 
the  heart  of  their  country. 

After  the   death  of  William  Rufus,    his 
fudceflbr,  Henry  the  Firft,  fought  to  divide 
'  the  Wel(h  princes  in  Powis-land  and  South* 

Wales;  thinking  that  this  would  be  the 
eaiicft  way  to  fubdue  them :  .which  policy 
V  ^  proved 
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proved   fo  fuccefsful,    that,    when  they    hadBOOKii, 

wafted  their  force  in  long  civil  wars,  feme  of 

them,  from  a  neceffity  of  aflcing  his  afliftance 

againft  their  foes,  became  his  friends  and  vaf- 

fals ;    particularly    Cadogan    and    Mered^^th^ 

ions  of  Blethyn  ap  Convin.     He  alfo  ftrength- 

ened  thofe  provinces  of  South- Wales  which 

i    remained  under  the  power  of  England,  by  a 

I    new  colony,  very   proper  to  anfwer  tliat  in- 

I    tention.     During  the  reign  of  his  father,  a 

great  number  of  Flemings,  having  been  dri-  v.  Glraii 
I  ven  out  of  their  dwellings  by  an  extraordinary  Cambrenf. 
;    inundation  of  the  fea  on  that  coaft,  had  come  Jf  ""^^^^^^^ 

over  to  England;  where  they  hoped  to  re- Maimkf.sp. 
j:  ceive  a  protcflion  from  the  queen,  who  was  ^^^:  3^- 1-  :^- 
na  daughter  of  Baldwin  earl  of  Flanders.  The  ^o/^  iv/ 
:fking   entertained  them    with  great  kindnefsF^'^-^^igorn^ 
■   and  favour,  not  only  out  of  regard  to  her  pa- J;  pwden, 
I   tronage  of  them,   but  from  true  notions  offubann.mi. 
;   policy  ;  to  increafe,  by  fuch  an  acceffion  of 
I   ufeful  inhabitants,  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of 
I   his  kingdom.    Many  of  them  were  planted  by 
j   Wiijiam  Rufus  in  the  wafte  lands  of  .Nor- 
thumberland, and  about  Carlifle ;  but  others 
were  dilperfed  all  .over  England,  and  began, 
by  their  multitude,  to  give  fome  uneafiaefs  ; 
which  Henry  took  off,  and  availed  himfelf 
of  them  to  yet  more  advantage,  by  fending 
them  all  to  fettle  in  South- Wales  ;  where  he 
gave  them  the  diftridl  about  Tenby  and  Ha- 
verford-Weft,    in  which  their    pofterity  tt-  ,^j 

main  to  this  day.  They  were  very  induftrioas,  !)  ^ 

yet,  at  the  fame  time,  very  valiant;  (kilful  ^ 

Vq  t.  IL  A  a  in 
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in  hulbandry,  rwa,nufa£tures,  and  commerce, 
and  equally  expert  in  the  ufe  of  arms :  fo  that 
ihey  anfwered  all  ends  which  can  be  propofed 
in  planting  a  colony,  cultivation  of  lands, 
improvement  of  trade,  and  defence  of  the 
country.  William  of  Malmfbury  (peaks  of 
them  as  a  ftrong  barrier,  wl^icli  reft  rained 
the  Welfli  in  thofe  regions  from  infefting  the 
Englifti  territories :  and  certainly  fuch  a  plan- 
tation was  a  more  cfFe£lual  fecurity  than  any 
fortrefs  or  bulwark. 


5 


As  for  North-Wales,  GryfFyth  ap  Corian, 
the  king  thereof,  had  never  done  homage,  or 
paid  tribute  to  the  crown  of  England  ;  but, 
Wcl&Chron.by  |;}^e  ftrength  of  his  country,  had   main- 
p-  J73>  1/4-  j^ij^ed  himfelf  independent,  having  loft  only 
fome  diftrifts  in  the  more  open  and  maritime 
parts  of  his  kingdom.     He  remained  in  this 
llate  till  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thir- 
teen ;    at  which  time   king   Henry   (having 
fuppreft  the  troubles  in  Norn:)andy,  lecured 
that  dutchy  to  himfelf,  and  overcome  all  the 
enemies    of  his    greatnefs   abroad)    received 
complaints  from  the  earl  of  Chefter,  that  fre- 
quent devaftations  were  made  in    Chefliire, 
and  part  of  Flintfhire,    which  belonged  to 
the  jurifdidlion  of  that  earldom,   by  the  king 
of  North^Wales,  or  by   the    rulers  of  pro- 
vinces under  him.     Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of 
Pembrokelhire,  but  then  called  earl  of  Chcp- 
ftow  from  the  chief  place  of  his  refidence, 
complained  alfo  that  Owcti,  tht  fon  of  Cadogan 

■       -        ap 
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dp  Blethyti,  harboured  and  maintained  fpme  BOOK  IL 
bands  pf  robbers,  who  irifefted  his  country,  '^  "V'-** 
Henry  fword  m  his  ang€r,  that  he  would  not 
leave  oiie  Welshman  alive  in  PotVis-land  or 
North- Wales;  but,  after  having  extirpated 
all  that  nation,  would  plant  in  each  cff  therii 
new  colonies  of  his  own  fubjefts.  To  exe- 
cute this,  he  drew  together  the  whole  force 
of  his  kingdom  t  and  Alexander  the  Fierce, 
who  then  reigned  in  Scotland,  came  and  fer^ 
ved  him  in  perfon^  at  the  head  of  A  confide- 
rable  body  of  Scotch.  Three  atmies  were 
formed ;  one  under  the  conduft  of  this  prince 
and  the  earl  of  Ghefter,  which  was  defigned 
to  attack  North-Wales ;  another,  led  by  the 
earl  of  Chepftow  and  Pembroke,  which  was 
ordered  to  invade  thofe  diftriifts  of  South- 
Wales,  that  were  ftill  pofleffed  by  the  nattives ; 
and  a  third,  cottimanded  by  the  king  of  Eng- 
land himfelf,  with  which  he  propofed  to 
conquer  all  Powis-land,  But,  tipon  his  ap- 
proach to  that  country,  Meredyth  ap  Blethyn^  , 
intimidated  by  the  dread  of  impending  de- 
ftru£tion,  went  and  delivered  himfelf  up  to 
his  mercy;  and  Owen  ap  Cadogan  fled  to 
GryiFyth  ap  Conan.  Henry  then  changed  his 
firftdefign;  and,  joining  his  forces  with  thofe 
of  the  king  of  Scotland  and  the  earl  of  Ghef- 
ter, invaded  North- Wales.  But  all  the  peo- 
ple of  that  realm  having  retired  to  the  moun-* 
tains,  and  carried  away  all  thfeir  catttle  and 
provifions,  according  to  the  orders  which 
their  king  had  prudently  given,  thefe  great 
A  a  a  re-* 
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BOOK  II.  reguUr  armies  could  not  purfue   thf^m,  for 
^  want  of  fubfiftcnce,  or  from  the  impradica- 

bility  of  the  country  itfelf :  and  fomc  detach- 
ments, that  attempted  to  do  it,  were  attacked 
by  the  enemy  in  the  ftreightsof  the  moun- 
tains, and  either  cut  to  pieces,  or  repulfed 
with  lofs  and  difgrace.  Under  thefe  difficul* 
ties,  Henry  had  recourfe  to  negociation,  and 
artfully  raifed  a  jealoufy  between  Qweil  and 
Gryffyth,  by  roakuig  each  of  them  imagine, 
that  the  other  was  treating  a  feparate  peace 
for  himfelf.  Thus, "with  the  afliftance  of  Me- 
redyth,  whom  he  chiefly  employed  iu  this 
bufinefs,  he  brought  them  both  to  feck  his 
friendship,  on  fuch  conditions  as  jud  fufficed 
to  fave  his  honour,  but  were  not  anfwerable, 
cither  to  the  great  defigns  he  had. formed,  or 
.  the  extraordinary  forces  he  had  raifed.  For 
though,  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  a  large 
fum  of  money  was  paid  to  him  by  Gryftyth, 
perhaps  as  a  fine,  or  compenfation,  for  the 
ravages  made  in  Chefliirc  and  Fllntftiire,  we 
are  not  told,  even  by  the  EngliOi  or  Norman 
writers,  that  the  Welfti  monarch  fubmitted 
to  do  him  homage*  And  the  fine  received  was 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  expence  of  the 
war.  Nor  did  Henry  acquire  one  foot  of 
ground  in  the  kingdom  of  North- Wales,  or 
drive  out  any  of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  or 
plafat  any  new  colonies  of  Englifb  or  Nor- 
mans,  either  in  that  country^  or  in  Powis- 
land.  The  carl  of  Chepftow  indeed  appears 
to  have  fubdued  thole  diibifts  of  South-Wales 

which 
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which  were  then  pofleft  by  the  natives :  for,  book  ir. 
though  the  Wellh  chronicle  takes  no  notice^  "*  '  ' 
of  what  he  performed  in  this  war^  we  find  by 
it  foon  afterwards^  that  the  whole  of  that 
kingdom,  as  ft  had  been  enjoyed  by  Rhees  ap 
Tewdor^  was  in  the  hands  of  King  Henry ; 
from  whence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  re- 
dudion  of  it  was  now  entirely  completed. 

Bat,   after   fome   years,  new  difturbancesWeiftiCliro 
arofe  in  that  country,    from  the  preteniions P-  ^7^^  *7^^ 
of  Gryffyth  the  fan  of  Rhees ;  who,  when 
his  father  was  (lain  in  the  battle  againft  Ro- 
bert Fitz-Haimon,  had  been  conveyed  into 
Ireland,  and  remained  there  till  the  year  eleven 
hundred  and  thirtee;i ;    which  was  about  the 
twenty-fourth   or   twenty-fifth   of   his  age; 
when  he  was  permitted  to  return  and.vifit  hife'  . 
lifter,   who    many    years    before    had    been 
miftrefs  to  Henry,  and  was  mother  to  Robert   . 
earl  of  Glocefter.     After  her  commerce  with 
the  king  was  broken  bff^  Gerald  de  Windfor, 
a  gentleman  much  efteemed  for  his   valour  . 
and  his  prudent  condu(f^,  being  then  gover- 
nor of  Pembroke  caftle,  obtained  her  hand^ 
and  was  made,  by  her  intereft,  lieutenant  to 
Henry  over  a  part  of  that  province.     With 
him  Gryffyth  was  allowed,  to  remain  for  fome 
time,  unmolefted  by  the  king :  but  fufpicions 
ariiing   that  he  began  to  carry  on   intrigues 
with  the  Wel(h,  whole  affeftion  to  their  na- 
tural  princes   was  ftill    unfubdued   in  their 
hearts,  orders  were  fent  to  arreft  l^in^ ;  which 
A  a  3  being 
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poo K  II.  being  informed  of,  he  implored  the  ptotecr 
^■"""^^  tion  of  Gryffyth  ap  Conan,  the  friend  of  his 
Wcifli  Chron.  father,  who  affured  him^  he  flioold  bp  fafo 
ui  iVpra.       within  the  bounds  of  North -Wale?. 

When  Henry  received  intelligence  of  his 
jbcing  gone  thither,  he  wrote  a  ktter  to  that 
king,  in  terms  of  great  friendfhip,  defiring 
him  to  come  and  confer  with  him  in  Engr 
hnd:  which  requeA  being  complied  with, 
he  received  him.  very  honourably/  and  gasro 
hini  great  prefents,  fuch  as  the  poverty  of  the 
kings  of  North- Wales  had  not  been  acca& 
tomed  to,  and  which  therefore  had  a  grcal! 
efFeft  on  his  mind.  After  haying  th^s.en^ 
gaged  his  afFeftions^  he  difcourfed  w&h  hiffl 
in  private,  concerning  the  fonof  Rhces  ap 
.Tewdor,  whom  he  repreiented  as  one  whdfe 
ambition  would  difturb  the  peace  of  all  Waleis. 
The  i^itegrity  of  GryiFyth  ap  Cbnan  was  cor- 
rupted by  thefe  dfeduftions, .  When  h«  re- 
turned to  his  kingdom,  he  commanded  a  body 
of  foldiers,  whcJm  he  kept  in  readipefs  for 
his  ferv ice  upon  any  bccanon,  to  go  and  feizc 
the  pferfori  of  Gryffyth  ap  Rhecs;  who,  being 
adv^rtifed  of  his  danger,  took  refuge  in  a 
,  y.  GJraid.  church.  -The  Wellh,  of  all  Chriftian  nations, 
CambrcDr.  \^cfQ  the  moft  fuperftitious  in  the  refped  they 
deicriptrc.  8.  paid  to  holy  placcs,  allowing  all  criminals, 
even  murderers  and  traitors,  to  have  a  fecure 
proteftion  there,  not  only  for  themfelves,  but 
for  their  fervants,  and  even  for  their  cattle; 
%6  feed  which  kft,  cbnfiderabje  trads  of  paf^ 

pure 
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tttre  land  were  affigned,  in  the  whole  com- BO  OK  ll. 
pals  whereof  they  were  facred  and  inviolable.  ^    ^ 
Nay,  with  relation  to  fome  of  the  principal  » 

churches,  fuch  as  that  of  Aberdaron,  to  which 
Gryffyth  ap  Rhees  had  recourfe,  the  right  of 
fanduary  was   extended  as  far  as  the  cattle 
could   range  in  a  day   and   return   at  night. 
Yet  the  king  of  North- Wales,  having  viola- 
ted his  promife,  and  the  laws  of  hofpitality, 
icrupled  not  to  infringe  the  privileges  of  the 
church ;  and  ordered  the  prince  to  be  dragged 
out  of  his  afylum  by  force.     In  doing  this,  he 
expofed  his  authority  to  fome  danger.     His 
foldiers  endeavoured  to  execute  his  orders ;  but 
they  were ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  whole  clergy 
of  the  country  ;    with  whom  the  people  took 
part,  not  only  from  their  bigotry,  but   from 
compaffion  and  love  for  an  innocent  Briti(h 
prince,  the  laft  defcendant  of  a  long  line  of 
kings,  whofe  memory  they  refpedted,    facri- 
ficed  now,  by  a  perfidious  and  inhofpitable 
policy,  to  at>  odious,    foreign    power.     The  vVelih  Chroa. 
contention'  about    him    continued  till  night  "^^"P^^* 
came  on  ;  and  before  morning  he  was  fecretiy 
conveyed    to  Stratywy,  a  woody    region    of 
South- Wales ;    where    having    aflembled   his 
friends,  he  made  a  (harp  war  againft  the  Flem- 
ings and  Normans,  taking  and  burning  ibme 
caftles,  and  threatening  even  that  of   Caer- 
marthyn,  which  king  Henry  had  made  his 
royal  feat  in  that  kingdom.     Thofe  who  had 
the  charge  of  it,  diftrufting  their  own  ftrength, 
as    infuSicient  to  maintain  it^  fent   for   the 
A  a  4  nobles 
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BOOK  II.  nobles  of  the  country^  who  were  vaffals  to  the 
"^^  king,  and  committed  to  their  cuftody  both  the 
cattle  and  town,  requiring  each  of  them,  \vith 
the  affiftance  of  his  own  men,  to  defend  them 
by  turns,  for  fourteen  days.  Owen  ap  Caradoc, 
who  was  a  grandfon  by  his  mother  to  Blethyn 
ap  Convyn,  firft  received  this  commifliou; 
and,  notwithftanding  his  near  relation  to 
GryfFyth  ap  Rhees,  a£led  agreeably  to  the 
truft  repofed  m  him,  and  the  oath  of  fealty 
he  had  taken  :  for,  th^t  prince  making  a  fud- 
den  aflault  on  the.  town,  he  ran  to  oppofc 
hi.m  ;  but,  being  forfakea  in  the  adlion  by 
nioft  of  his  naen,  was  flain  upon  the  rampatt. 
The  town  was  pillaged  and  deftroyed  ;  and 
GryfFyth  returned  to  the  foreift  of  Stratywy^ 
like  a  lion  to  his  den,  from  whence  he  fre- 
quently iflfued,  and  ravaged  the  whole  coun- 
try. The  fpoils  his  followers  had  gained  in 
the  plunder  of  Caermarthyn,  and  the  repu- 
tation he  had  won  by  that  exploit,  drew  to 
his  jflandard  great  numbers  of  his  country- 
men in  South-Wales,  who  confidently  hoped 
that  he  would  recover  the  kingdom  of  his 
father.  Thus  ftrengthened,  he  vigoroufly  pur- 
fued  his  fuccefs,  and  in  a  fhort  time  der 
flroyed  two  caftles  of  the  Englifti;  upon  the 
fame  of  which  adlions  the  people  of  Cardi- 
ganfliire  voluntarily  fubmkted  themfelves  to 
his  government ;  calling  him  to  deliver  them 
from  tiie  detefted  and  ignomiriious  yoke  of 
fhe  Normans*  Much  pieafed-uith  this  in- 
vitation, he  entered  that  country,  and  by  the 
u;oft  rapid  fuccefles  made  himfelf  mafter  of 

it 
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It  as  far  as^  Aberiftwyth,  which  town  he  be->BOOK  it, 
fiegcd ;  but,  being  t?here  drawn  into  an  am- ^ 
bufti  laid  for  hind,  hk  was  defeated,  and  com- 
pelled to  quit  the  province.     Neverthelefs  he  Weiih  Chroa. 
maintairfed  himfelf  againft  all  his  enemies  inP''^^'  *^5' 
the  woods  of  Stratywy,  till  at  laft  king  Henry^ 
who  had  vainly  endeavoured  to  deftroy  him,* 
by  fenditig  againft  him  Owen  the  fon  of  Ca- 
dogan,  a  wicked  but  valiant  prince,  confented 
to  affign  him  other  lands  in  South- Wales : 
but  he  did  nor  Ipng*  femain  in  pofleffion  of 
this  grant,  being  driven  out,  upon  accufationd 
brought  againft  him  by  the  Normans,  which 
the  Welih  chronicle  fays  wei^  falfe.     In  theWeKhChron.^ 
mean  while,  fome,  of  the  Welfh  in  Powis-'^"^**^-""- 
land  having  revolttd,  the   Englifh  monarch 
once  again  marched  thither  in  perfon  to  chaf-    ' 
tife  the  rebels.     In  paffing  a  defile,  he  was 
ftruck  by   an   arrow  on   the-  breaft.     If  his 
habefgeon,   or  coat  of  mailj   had   not   been 
ftroftger  than  ufual,  the  wound  ttoiild  have 
been  mortal :  hut  the  Ikill  of  his  armourer 
faved  him.     We  are  told  by  the  Welfh  chro- 
nicle^ that  this  was  a  mere  random  fhot,  made 
at  the  Englifli  by  a  Welfhman,  who,  with 
others  of  his  countrymen,    had    been  pofted 
by  their   mafter,    Meredyth  ap-  Blethyn,    to 
guard  the  pafs.     But  William  of  Malm{bury  De  Hen,  I. 
(ays,  riiat  Henry  v^as  marching,    not  in  the  ^- ^9- ^*  so- 
enemy's   country,  but   his   own  ;    and  that, 
when  he  felt  the  blow,  he  fwore,  fy  the  death 
of  our  Lord^  his  ufual  oath,  that  the  arrow 
came  not  from  a  Welfti,  but  Englifli  bow. 

He 
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BOOK  n.  Hie  never  was  ^ble to  difcqiijef  ihc  traitor :  and 

Wciih  Chron.  '^  danger  he  had  run  »a4c  hina  pri^fentljr 

ut  fupra.      defirous  pf  ending  the  wai; ;  which  he  didt 

.  icon  afterivarda,  by  a  negosi^tiQn  with  Mere* 

.     dy th,  who  fubn!iitted  to  pay  him  a  thoufaud 

head  of  cattle,^  and  a  froall  fum  of  money, 

^s  a  fine  for  th4  treafons  committed  in  this 

infurredion  by  himfelf  and  his  nephew;  on 

^hich   terms   he  very  .willingly  granted  to 

thefe  princes  pardon  and  peace,  and  returned 

into  England,    Gryfiyth  ap  Cooan,  though 

ftrongly  foUeited,  took  no  part  in  this  war 

againft  the  £ngli(b;  nor  do'I  find  any  proof, 

•      that  Meredyth  was  excited  to  it  by  a  iecret 

-   confederacy  rWith  Gryffyth  3p  Rbees. 

orf.  vital.  A  year  before  the  death  ;of  Henxy,  while  he 
iijl^usS'  wa«  in  Np^mandyf  there  aiiofe.  fome  difturb- 
ati^es  in  aiid  about  thoCe  diilri<Sts  of  Pem*' 
feipjkefliire  jvhere  the  Flemings  were  fettled* 
For  «he  iwtives  were  impatient  of  thefe 
ftrangers  among  them  ;  and  they,  being  very 
ienfible  how  niuch  they  were  haterf,  killed 
without  mqrcy,  or  form  of  trial,  any  of  thp 
WeWh  who  y^ere-difcovered  by.them  lurking 
^howt  in  their  woods,  from  mi  apprchenfioa 
that  they  came  with  aft  intent  to  .commit 
fame  mur<Jer  or  robbery  ;."1ivhiqh,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged, ,  the  manners  of  that  people 
gave  them  caufe  to  fqfpfitft.  ,  But,  as  bare  fuf- 
picion  could  not  juftify  fiich.a  lawlefs  proceed- 
ing when  the  nations  were  at  peace,  and  fellow- 
fubjedls  under  the  proledtioaof  the.fajne  kingi 

the 
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the  Welfli  vferc  reafbtiably  provoked  at  thefeBOOKU. 
afts  of  hoftilky,  and  fomepf  the  brayeft^  who^  '^"^^ 
(dwelt  up&n  the  bor^dersrof  theFlemifli  plafi- 
talion3»  fuddenly  taking  up  arms^  aflaulted  the 
.caftle  pi  Paine  Fitz-Jphn,  burnt  it  to  the 
ground,  and  maflfacred  all  the  inhabitants, 
men,  women,  and  children :  after  w^hich,' 
pofting  themfelves  in  the  n>oft  inaccfeffible  re* 
Jreats  of  their  woods,  and  gathering  uunabers 
to  join  them,  they  infeftpd  from  thence  the 
Ivhoje  country  of  the  Flemings^  Henry 
thought  this  infurreQ:ion  of  confequence 
enough  to  den^and  his  prefence  in  Wales  at 
the  head  Of  an  army,  which  he  prepared  for 
that  purpofe:  but  the  intended  expedition 
was  ftopt  by  his  difpiiEfis  with  Geoffry,  his 
fou  ki  law?  mid  by  his  de^th,  which  foan  fol- 
iowed. 

As  £ooA/z^i  the  news  cJf  that  event  was 
brought  into  Wales,  the  fpixit  of  revolt  be-* 
fame  much  more  difFafive ;  and  even  Gryf- 
fyth  ap  Conan,  who,  from  a  perfonal  regard 
for  Henry,   had   been  many  years  a  fteady 
friend  and   ally  to  the  E^gliih,  now  turned 
againft  them;  confederating  himlelf  with  the 
rebels  of  South -Wales.      King  Stephen  was  v.  Oeft.  Reg., 
hardly  feated  in  the  throne,  when  thefe  made^'^P**-P-93q> 
an  incurfion  into  the  county  of  Pembroke,  continfiat.  ad 
and  cut  to  pieces  a  very  cqnfiderable  body  of  ^^"r-  wigorn, 
Normans:    after  which,  being   animated  by ^"",^36^^^^^^^ 
their  fuccefs,  they  over- ran  the  whole  coun- Brompton's 

try,  except  the  fortified  towns  and  <^aft^^5jS(S*sSnis. 
:    .  mafl'a^ 
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BOOK  II.  maflacrrHg  all  the  foreigners,  wherever  they 
WcKh'chron.  ^^"^^'      Richard,    eldeft   fon    of  Gilbert  <Je 
p.i88toi9o.Clare9  to  whom  all  Cardiganftiire  had  been 
given  by  Henry,  was  treacheroufly  flain  by 
Morgan  ap  Owen,  in  the  courfe  of  this  In- 
furreftion ;  and  the  county,  thus  deprived  of 
its  chief  govcriior  and  commander,  was  fu- 
rioufly  attacked  by  Owen  Gwyneth  and  Cad- 
wallader.  Ions  of  GryfFyth  ap  Conan,  who, 
with  the  afliftance  of  fome  nobles,  or  chief- 
tains, of  South-Wales,    took  and   deftroyed 
the  caftle  of  Aberiftwyth,   and  two  or  three 
others  in  that  province,    though  ftrong  and 
well  garrifoned.     Thefe  fortunate  beginnings 
having  excited  their  friends  to  fupport  them, 
they- received  great  fupplies,'  and  were  joined 
.    by  Grylfyth  ap  Rhees,  who  had  married  their 
iifter.    The  three  brothers,  with  united  forces, 
fubdued  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  to  Car- 
digan, then  called  Aberteivy,  driving  out  ail 
the  foreignene,  and  peopling  it  again  entirely 
with  Welfliu     Againft   them   came  Stephen, 
conftable  of  Aberteivy,  who,  after  the  de- 
ceafe   of  Gerald   de  Windfor,    had  married 
Nefta,  his  widow  ;  two  fons  of  Gerald,  and 
other  barons  who  had  eftatcs  in  thofe  parts, 
with  all  the  power  of  the  Normans  and  Flem- 
ings in  Wales  or  the  marches,  which  they 
had  drawn  together,  in  order  to  recover  what 
was  loft  of  the   Englifh   dominions,   or,   at 
leaft,  to  defend  what  remained.     But  the  va- 
lour of  the  Welfh  feemed  to  be  raifed  abovef 
its  ufual  pitch,  under  the  conduft  of  thofe 

princes 
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princes  by  whom  they  now  were  commanded.  B  o  o  K  IL 
The  Englifh  were  routed  ;  and,  flying  to  their'       >^-~^ 
caftles   were    fo    hotly    purfued,    that   great 
numbers  of  them  were  drowned  in  the  river 
Teivy,  by  the  breaking  down  of  a  bridge,  over 

.  which  they  were  paffing ;  befides  three  thou- 
fand,  who  were  killed  in  the  battle  and  flight, 
and  many  more  taken  prifbners:  infomuch 
that,  from  the  time  when  the  Normans  firfl 
entered  Wales,  they  never  before  had  received 
fo  great  a  defeat ;  nor  had  their  arms  been  fo 

.  difgraced  in  any  other  country.     The  Welfli 

-  ufed  their  viftory  with  the  utmoft  inhuma- 
nity, thinking  excefs  of  revenge  a  virtue,  and, 
according  to  the  nature  of  a  barbarous  peo- 
ple, knowing  no  moderation  when  fuccefsful. 
Soon  after  this  battle,  the  caftle  of  Aberteivy, 
with  many  diftrifts  in  other  parts  of  South- 
Wales,  fell  into  their  hands.  The  fitter  ofV.  G.  Camfe. 
the  earl^  of  Chefter,  who,  after  the  murder  J';?f^^^^^^ 
of  her  hufband,  Richard  de  Clare,  had  re- 
tired to  one  of  his  ftrongefl  caftles,  was  now 
befieged  in  that  fortrels  by  thefe  mercilefs 
enemies,  in  want  of  neceflary  provifions,  and 
expefting  every  hour  a  fate  more  cruel  than 
death  itfelf:  for  they  had  expofed  their  fe- 
male captives,  even  thofe  of  the  highefl:  r^nk, 
to  public  proftitution.  She  quite  defpaired 
of  relief ;  the  Englifli  being  all  flain,  or  driven 
out  of  the  country ;  her  brother  far  ofF,  and  . 
fo  taken  up  in  defending  the  earldom  of 
Chefter,  that  he  could  not  be  able  to  bring 

.  her  a  timely  affifliancef^     In  this  dreadful  ftate 

(he 


\ 
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Bcyoit  n.  (l^e  ^as  prcferved  by  the  courage  and  gock^ 
'      *'~"^  conduft  of  Milo  Fit^-Walter^  then  conftable 
to  king  Stephen,  and  afterwards   made  earl 
of   Hereford    by   the    emprefs    Matilda,     of 
whom    much  has   been    laid   in  the  former 
book.     This  nobleman,  being  in  Breckncx^k- 
fhire,    which   he   had   obtained   from    Ktng 
Henry,  together  with  his  wife,  the  daughter 
and  fole  heirefs  of  Bernard  de  Neufmarch^^ 
the  firft  conqueror  of  that  province,  received 
orders  from  Stephen  to  ufe  bis  utmoft  efibrts 
to  deliver  the  unfortunate  countefs  of  Clare. 
The  enterprize  appeared .  to  be  almoft  impof- 
fible :    but  his  pity  of  her  diftrefs,  and  the 
gallant   fpirit  of  chivalry,   no    lefs  than  his 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  fovercign, 
made  him  attempt  it.     He  inftantly  marched, 
with  a  body  of  chofen  troops,  along  the  tops 
of  the   mountains,    and    moft   unfrequented 
paths  of  the  woods  with  which  the  country 
there  was  covered,  and,  arriving  at  the  caftle 
linfeen  by  the  enemy,  who  thought  it  inac- 
ceffible  on  that  fide  to  the  Englifli,   carried 
off  the  lady  and  all  her  attendants :  an  ac- 
tion refembirnjg  thofe  of  the  ^nights  in  ro- 
mances ! 

It  does  not  appear,  that,  during  all  the 
courfe  of  this  war,  Glamorganfliire  ever  was 
attacked  by  the  Wcllh,    though  the  oppor- 

'  tunity  feemcd  to  be  favourable ;  the  carl  of 
Gloucefter,  who  was  lord  of  that  •  provinte 
by  his   marriage  with-  the  -heireft  thereof, 

•  ^  having 
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having  been  abfeiit  from  thence  dmoft  tfaefioOK  IL 
whole  time.     But  as  that  nobleman,  on  the ' 
mother's  (ide,  was  lineally  derived  from  the 
kings  of  South- Wales,  and  baftardy,  by  the 
cuftoms  and   laws  of  the  nation,    was  ac- 
counted no  ftain,  the  Welfli  might  naturally 
confider  him  as  a  prince  of  their  own,  and 
for  this  reafbn  might. allow  him  a  portion  of. 
that  kingdom  his  auceftors  had  enjoyed ;  eipe- 
cially  as  he  was  alfo  the  fon  of  a  king  whom 
they  'had  greatly  ^efpeded. 

When  the  conqueft  of  Cardiganftiire  was  Wclih  Chroa. 
entirely  completed,  the  land  was  divided ^^*"  P*  '^^ 
among  the  confederates.  In  the  following 
year,  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-feven,  died 
GryfFyth  ap  Rhees,  who,  in  the  Welfh  chro- 
nicle, is  called  the  lights  honour^  and  prop  cf 
South' fFales ;  and  his  death  was  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  GryfFyth  ap  Conan,  ftyled 
by  the  fame  hiftorian  the  only  defence  and 
Jhleld  of  all  IVales.  Both  indeed  were  princes 
of  uncommon  abilities,  efpecially  the  latter, 
who  had  reigned  fifty  years  in  a  country  fo 
liable  to  changes  of  government,  and  by  his 
valour  and  policy  had  not  only  preferved 
it  from  inteftine  commotions,  but  freed  }t 
from  its  former  fubjedion  to  En  dan  d.  After 
his  death,  his  dominions  were  divided  among 
his  fons;  but  the  fovereignty  was  in  the 
eldeft,  Owen  Gwyneth.  They  continued 
feme  time  in  fraternal  concord  and  amity  one 
with  another;  their  ambition  bding  em- 
ployed 
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.BOOK  11. ployed  in  endeavouring  to  expel  the  Engli(h 
and   Flemings    from    every  part    of  South- 
Wales.     At  the  beginning  of  Owea*s  reign, 
he  and  his  brothers  made  an  inroad  into  that 
>kingdom;    took  fome  caftles  that  the- Nor- 
mans had  lately  built  in  Caermarthynfhire ; 
and  burned  to  the   groutad,   a  fecond  time, 
the  town   of  Caermarthyn.      King  Stephen 
fuffered   much,    both  in   reputation   and  do- 
minion, by  all  thefe  lofles  in  Wales :  but  a 
nearer  concern  employed  his  thoughts,  -  how 
to  fecure  to  himfclf  the  crown  of  England. 
The  urgent  neceffity  of  refifting  the  attempts 
of  the  Welfh   had  been  affigned  as  a  reafon 
for  giving  him  that  crown ;  but  he  judged 
it  more  neceflary  to  reftrain  and  fubdue  the 
opponents  of  his  title  than  the  enemies  of  his 
kingdom ;  and  therefore  kft  the  defence  of 
the  Englifti   territories   in    Wales,    and   the 
bordering  counties  of  England,  to  thofe  who 
were  more   immediately  interefted  irt  them, 
the  proprietors  of  the  lands)  and  the  lords 
of  the  marches ;  only  fupply ing  them  with 
large  fums  of  money :  which  proving  inef- 
fedlual,    he   thought   it    expedient   to   make 
peace  with  .the  Welfli,  by  leaving,  them  all 
they  had  conquered,  free  of  homage  or  tri- 
bute.     At  leatt  it  does  not  appear^  that,  any 
fuch  mark  of  his  fovereignty  over  them  was 
ever  paid  to   him   by  any   of  their  princes 
in  North  or  South- Wales,     Yet,  by  thefe 
(hameful  conceffions,   he  onl^  flopped  them 
a  while  from  further  hoftiiities  j  but  loft  for 

ever 
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<tverthe  affeftion^  of  all  his  Englifli  fubjefltsBOOK  11. 
in  Wales  *  and  the  .borders.  It  appears  that  '^- — >^*"~^ 
all  the  noble  families,  except  that  of  ClarCi 
which  had  any  pofleffions  or  grants  within 
the  Wellh  confines,  and  all  the  counties  of 
England  contiguous  to  Wales,  declared  for 
Matilda,  and  adhered  to  her  during  the 
tvhole  civil  ^an     Nor  did  the  treaty  made  ^ 

with  Stephen  prevent  the  Welfli,  princes 
from  ftrerigthening  the  earl  of  Glocefter  with 
k  numerous  body  of  auxiliary  forces.  In* 
the  latter  years  of  that  king,  the  fons  of 
Gehrald  de  Windfor,  and  Gilbert  de  Clare 
carl  of  Pembroke,  made  fome  attemrpts  to 
recovdr  thofe  diftri(^s  of  South-Walfes  Xvhick 
the  abovementioned  peace  had  abandoned 
to  the  Welfe,  jparticularly  the  provinces  of 
Caermarthyn  aiid  Cardigan:  but  they  were WclfhChron^ 
driven  out  again  by  the  fons  of  Owen  G wy- j^^]^|'  ^97 
ncth  a^^d  of  GryfFyth  ap  Rhees,  ^frer  hav- 
ing been  defeated  in  feveral  battles,  and  hav- 
ing loft  fome  caftles,  which  Gilbert  de  Glare 
had  rebuilt.  Another  very  ftrong  one,'  in 
Flintlhire,  had  been  often  utifuccefsfuUy  be? 
fiegcd  by  the  Welfh  ;  and  the  garrifbn  of  it  ibid.  p.  lo^. 
inuch  infefted  the  neighbouring  country,  till 
Owen  himfelf  came  before  it,  and,  notwithr 
ftandifag  a  very  obftinate  and  valiant  djefence^ 
took  it  by  ftorm,  and  immediately  leveled 
it  to  the  ground.  A  little  before  he  begvin 
this  fiege,  he  had  loft  a  favourite  fon,  vvho 
tiad  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  many  brave  ac- 
tions againft  the  EngUflb.  The  weigh  J  of 
You  II,  ^  b  ^  Fhal 
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B,QQK  }\.  that  aiHi6kio«  lay  hwvy  oa  hU  mia4:  h^ 

^^"^^'^     ^  fiftiped  eatk^ly  deprived  of  all  ffi«fe  of  joy ; 

b^t  th^  glory  of  this  atchievomeut  ib  ratfed 

his.  fplril-s^  that  he  (hook  off  his  grief,  ao4 

Wluifiiftd  to  hi3  former  pleafures.    If  aH  liwt 

Wcllh  bad  united  under  this  niartial  pdnc^ 

4w>BiDg  the  we^kuefe  aftd  coiifufion  which  tb« 

^  te^  civil  waif  between  Stephen  and  Matildft 

h^  broughi:  vpoii,  England,  thqy  laight  h»M9 

di^i^v^ni  aU  tbe.foreiigiiers  out  of  their  cgitotry  i 

J^^^^^"-hMt  the  diflentioos  th»t  arofe  aoooAg  theii 

to°^^'       own  chiefs  iuterropied  thpir  vi^kpries,  diflfthi 

siihed  their  force,  and  i»adQ  {pm^  of  th«oi 

friends    md    oonfederaties    to.   tbt    Bip^Uik 

Madoc  ap  Meredytby  who  theo  was  inaftw 

«tf  alroftft  all  Powis^and,  difdainiog  to.  hg)A 

k  usder  the  foyejeigoty  of  North- Walos* 

^ijwd  hja  ariiM  to  the  cArt  of  Chefter's^  wbkh 

had  befio  lately  vi<aori0ua  ag«i>ft  «b©  WoJflb 

ia  ^of^:  parts^  and  oiade  an  ijicurf^Mi  vrilb 

bims  into  the    territories    of  Qwoni.,    That 

pfiiDLce  gave  tbeiQ.  battle.;   and  tbi^ugh  th^ir 

ibrcsa  werq  much  fuperior  to  hi$,.  bothi  in 

numbers:  and  in  armst.  bo  emirely  coab^ 

thosi,  attd  cut  to  pieces  or  tooic.  prifouQcsr 

moH  of  their  m^n  ;   but  the  leaders  ejfeaped 

by  the  aflii^ance  of  their  borfe$».  the:  con^ 

^npting  army  haying  none^    Hot  incurfioos 

were  likewife  raade  by  the  fooa  of  GtySyth 

ap  Rhces  into  the  territorie&  of  MadoQ,  Do 

reyenge  his  treaibn  againft  hia  country  (four 

fucU  they  eflecmcd  his  confedferacy  with.  th« 

£ngU(h)p  utf  while  their  arm&  werethw 

employed. 
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ermployed,  or  turned  againft  the  Com  of  Owen,  BOOK  IL 
with  whom  they  often  had  disputes  on  the* 
divrfioTi  of  conquers,  the  Engliflrand  Flem- 
ings in  South- Wales  recovered  ftrength,  and 
were  enabled  to  defend  their   long-dilputed 
pofTeffions. 

Such  was  the  ftafe  of  all  Wales,  and  of 
the     Englifti     plantation?,     or    fcttlements, 
which   had   been    made    there  by   conqueft^ 
when  Henry  the  Second  afcended  the  throne 
of  England.     The  general   charaAer  of  the 
Welfll,  as  it  was  in   thofe    days,    has  been 
given    with   fo   much   accuracy,    fpirit,    and 
judgement,  in  the  writings  of  Giraldus  Cam- 
brenfis,  a  celebrated    contemporary    author, 
and  one  who  was   himfelf  related   to  them 
in  blood,  that  I  think  it  will  be  proper  to 
collcft  what  he  has  faid  in  different  places, 
and  fet  the  whole  pidure  before  the  eyes  of 
the  reader.     He  tells  us,  that  not  only  the  v.  Olrald. 
nobility  and  gentry,   but  the  whole   P^opl^cambri«^de- 
of  Wales,  were  univerfally  addicted  to  arms ;  fcripr.  c.  8, 9, 
that  they  gave  no  attention   to  commerce,  »Ofii»*^->s- 
navigation,  or  mechanical  arts,  and  but  httlej^'^l^^^r^camb, 
to    agriculture;     depending    for    fuftenancei.  ii- c-s-ct 
chiefly    on   their    cattle;    and   difliking,  orjffjl^^^^^^^^ 
rather    difdaining,    any    labour,    except  the nbu* Waiii». 
toils  of  war  and   hunting,  in  which,   frorai 
their    infancy,   they  trained    themfelves   up 
with  unwearied   alacrity  t    military  exercifcs, 
or  the   fevered    fatigues   in    the   woods  and 
mountains,  being  their  conftant  div^rfious  i\x 
B  b  a     .  times 
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BOOK  II.  times  of  peacc^  Their  bodies  were  naturally 
^""^"^  ^  not  robuft ;  but  by  this  manner  of  life  tliey 
became  exceedingly  a<aive,  hardy,  and  dex^ 
trous  in  the  ufe  of  their  ,arms,  and  ever  ready 
tp  take  them  up  when  ocgafion  required  it. 
To  fight  for  their  country,  and  lofe  their  lives 
in  defence  of  its  honour  and  liberty,  was  their 
chief  pride:  but  to  die  in  their  beds  they 
thought  difgracefuK 

A  very  honourable  teftimony  w^s  given  to 
their  valour  by  King  Henry  the  Second,  iu 
*  ;.         a  letter   to  the    Greek    emperor,    Emanuel 
Comnenus.     This   prince  having  defircd  that 
^n  account  might  be  feat    him  of  all   that 
was  moft  remarkable  in  the  ifland  of  Britain, 
Henry,  in  anfwer  to  that  requeft,  was  pleafed 
to  take  notice,  among   other  particulars,   of 
the  extraordinary  courage   and  fiercenefs    of 
the  Wclfh,  wAo  were  not  afraid  to  fight  un^ 
armfd  with   enemies  armed  at  all  pomts^  wii^ 
lingly  Jhedding  their  blood  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country y  and  purchafing  glory  at  the  expence   of 
their  lives.     But   thefe    words   muft  not    be 
t^ken  in  too  ftridl  a  fenfe,  as  if  they  had  ab-r 
folutely   worn   no   armour:    for    they    ufe^ 
fmall  and  light   targets,   which   were   com* 
monly    made   of    hides,    and   fometimes    of 
iron :    but,  except  their  breafts,  which  thefe 
guarded,  all  the  reft  of  their  bodies  was  left 
dcfencelels  j    nor  did  they  cover  their  heads 
with  cafques,  or  heltpets  ;    fo  that,  ip  com- 
parifon   of  the  Englirti,  or  other  nations  of 
,  Europe^ 
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Europe,  they  might  be  qalled  unarmed.  B 6 OK  U. 
Their  ofFenfive  weapons  were  arrows,  and  * 
long  pikes j  or  fpears,  which  were  of  great 
«fe  againft  cavalry  ;  and  thefe  they,  occa- 
fionally,  either  pulhed  with,  or  darted;  in 
which  exercife  the  whole  nation  was  won- 
derfully expert ;  but  more  efpecially  the 
men  of  North-Wales,  who  had  pikes  fo 
ftrong  and  well-pointed,  that  they  would 
pierce  through  an  iron  coat  of  mail :  but 
thofe  of  South- Wales,  and  particularly  the 
province  of  Guent,  or  Monmouth,  which 
was  then  a  part  of  that  kingdom,  were  ac-i 
counted  the  beft  archers,  not  being  inferior 
in  the  ufe  of  the  long  bow  to  the  Normans 
themfelves. 

The  common  people  fought  on  foot ;  but 
fome  of  the  nobility  began  now  to  ride  upon 
horfes  bred  in  their  own  country,  which 
were  high- mettled,  and  fwift,  but  not  very 
ftrong:  and  even  thefe  gentlemen  would 
frequently  difmount,  both  in  combating, 
and  when  they  fled ;  the  nature  of  their 
country,  a$  well  as  their  difcipline,  being 
better  adapted  to  foot  than  horfe.  Their  firft 
onfet  was  terrible ;  but,  if  ftoutly  refifted, 
they  foon  gave  ground,  and  could  never  be 
rallied  i  in  which  they  refembled  other  bar- 
barous nations,  and  particularly  the. Britons 
and  Cflts,  their /forefathers.  Yet,  though 
defeated  and  difperied,  they  were  not  iub- 
dued^;  but  prefently  returned  to  make  war 
B  b  3  .  again 
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poOK  IL  dgain  upon  thofe  from  whom   tfeey  had  fled^ 
by  ambufcades    and    night   marches,  oc  by 
ludden   aflfaults,  •  when   they  were  leaft  ex- 
pe<9:ed;    in  which  thdt  agility,    fpirit,    and 
impctuofity,  made  up  what  they  warned  in 
weight  and  firmnefs  :    fo  that,  although  they 
were  eafiiy  overcome  in  a  battle  by  regular 
troops,  they  were  with  great  difficulty  van* 
qui(hed  in  a  war.     The  fame  vivacity  which 
animated  their  hearta  infpired  their  tongues^ 
They  were  of  quick  and  (harp  wit ;    natu- 
rally eloquent,  and  ready  in  fpeaking,  with* 
out  any  awe  or  concern,  before  their  fupe* 
riors,   or  in   public    aflfemblics.     But    frocn 
this  fire  in  their  tempers  they  were  all  very 
paifionate,  vindi^ive,  and  fanguinary  in  their 
refentments:    nor  was    their    revenge    only 
fudden  and  violent,  when  they  received  any 
perfonal  injury  or  affront,  or  while  the  fting 
of  it  was  recent  in  their  minds;    but  it  tiras 
frequently  carried  back,  by  a  falfe  fenfe  of 
honpur,  even  to  very  remote  and  traditional 
quarrels,  in  which  any  of  their  family  had 
teen  ever  engaged.     For  not  only  the  nobles 
and   gentry,    but  even  :  the    loweft    among 
them,  had  each  by  heart  his  own  genealogy, 
together  with  vvhich  he  retained  a  conftant 
reniem|>rance   of  every   injury,   difgrace,.  or 
lofe,  his  forefathers  had  fuffered,  and  thoiagiit 
it  would  be  degeneracy  not  to  refent  it  as 
perfonal  to  himfelf ;    fo  that  the  vanity  of 
this  people,   with   regard  to  their   famiti^g, 
i^rved  %q  pdrpcti^atg   impjacablp  fiSuds,   an4 

J .  ■  - 
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i\m&  oFtivtl  war  atnt)tig  private  men;  b^BOolc  it 
fides   the  diflenttotis  it  bxdtetl  atnotig  theur' 
kings   and   chief  lords,    which   proved    thfc 
deflruftion  of  their  national  union,  and  con"- 
feqaenriy  broke  their  natiottal  ftrength* 

They  were  in  their  nature  ^ry  light  *tt<J 
iticonftant,  eafily  im|>elled  to  any  uiidtr^ 
taking,  even  the  moft  wicked  and  daifige* 
tous,  and  as  eafily  induced  to  qxlit  it  again  i 
defirons  of  change^  and  not  to  be  held  hf 
any  tondij  of  faith  or  oaths,  which  they 
violated  withont  fcruple  or  fenfe  of  (h&me^ 
both  in  publick  and  private  tranfaftidns; 
To  plunder  and  rob  wa^  fcarcdy  aCcdunted 
diftionouraMe  among  thetti,  even  when  Cbrtt*- 
tnitted  againft  their  Qwn  countrymen^  much 
lefs  againft  foreigners.  They  hardly  ever 
inarried  without  a  prior  cohabitation ;  it 
beinff  cuftomary  for  parents  to  let  out  their 
daugnters  tb  young  men  upon  trial,  for  a 
fum  of  money  paid  down,  and  under  a  pe^ 
nalty,  agreed  upon  between  them,  if  the 
girls  were  returned.  The  people  in  general, 
and  more  efpecially  their  princes  and  noblet» 
gave  themfelves  up  to  exceffive  lewdnefs; 
but  were  remarkably  temperate  in  eating  and 
drinking,  conftantly  fafting  till  evening,  and 
then  making  a  fober  me^  ;  unlefs  when  they 
were  entertained  at  the  tables  of  foreigners, 
where  they  indulged  themfelves  immode- 
rately, both  in  liquor  and  food,  paffing  at 
once  from  their  habit  of  abittience  to  th^ 
B  b  4  mod: 
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?ooKlT*  naoft.  riotous  and  brutal  cxcefs:  but,  never-* 
•'^  thelefs,  when  they  came  home,  they  rcturnea 
with  great  eafe  to  their  former  courfe  of  life ; 
and  none  of  their  nobles  were  led,  by  the  ex* 
jample  of  the  Englidi,  to  run.  out  their  for- 
tunes  by  a  profufenefs  in  keeping  a  table. 
No  kind  of  luxury  was  yet  introduced  into 
their  manner  of  living  ;  iiot  even  a  decent 
convenience,  or  neatnefs.  They  feemed  to 
be  proud  of  not  wanting  thofe  delicacies 
which  other  nations  are  proud  of  eiy'oying. 
Their  kings  indeed,  and  a  few  of  their  prin- 
cipal nol^les,  had  built  fome  caftles,  in  iiiii* 
tation  of  the  JEnglifli  ;  but  moft  of  their 
gentry  ftill  continued  to  dwell  in  huts  made 
of  wattles,  and  fituated  in  folitudes,  by  the 
iides  of  the  woods,  as  moft  convenient  for 
hunting  and  pafture,  or  for  a  retreat  in  time 
of  war.  They  had  no  gardens,  nor  or- 
chards, nor  any  improvements  about  their 
dwellings,  which  they  commonly  changed 
every  year,  and  removed  to  Other  places  (as 
the  Britons  and  Celts,  thdr  anceftors,  had 
^  been  accuftomed  to  do),  for  the  fake  of  frefh 

pafture,  and  la  new  fupply  of  game.     . 

Their  furniture  was  as  (impie  and  meati 
as  their  houfes,  fuch  as  might  anfwer  the 
mere  neceflities  of  grols  and  uncivilized  na- 
ture. The  only  elegance  among  them  was 
mufick,  which  they  were  fo  fond  of,  that 
in  every  family  there  generally  vi^ere  fome 
Who  pldycd  on  the  harp;  arid  Ikil)  in  that 

inftrumcut 
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inftrument  was  Valued  by  them  jtnore  thzti^^^K^"^^ 
all  other  knowledge.     This  greatly   contri- 
buted  to  keep  up  that  chearfiiUjcfs  which  waa 
more  uhiverfal  and  conftant  in  the  \Vel(K  than 
ill  the  Saxons  or  Normans. 

Notwithftanding  their  poverty,  they  were 
fa  hofpitable,  that  every  man's  houie  was 
open  to  all ;  and  thus  no  wants  were  felt  by 
the  mod  mdigent,  nor  was  there  a  beggar 
in  the  nation.  When  any  ftranger  or  tra- 
veler came  to  a  houle,  he  ufed  no  other 
ceremony,  than  at  his  firft  entrance  to  de* 
liver. his  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  mafter^ 
who  thereupon  offered  to  wa(h  his  feet; 
which  if  he .  accepted,  it  was  underftood  to 
fignify  his  intention  of  flaying  there  all 
night;  and  none  who  did  fo  was  refufed.. 
Whatever  the  number  or  quality  of  their 
gucfts  might  happen  to  be,  the  mafter  and  ' 
miftrefs  of  the  houfe  waited  on  them,  -and 
would  not  fit  down  at  table  with  them,  or 
tafte  any  food,  till  they  had  fuppcd.  The 
fire  was  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
on  each  fide  of  which  was  fpread  a  coarfe 
bed  of  hemp  over  a  thin  mat  of  ruQies, 
"where  the  whole  family  and  their  guefi? 
fiept   together,   wjithout   even  a  curtain   be-  \ 

tw\x,t  them.  Their  feet  lay  ,always  next  to 
the  fire,  which,  being  kept  burning  all  night, 
fuppiied  the  want  of  bedcloaths,  for  they  had 
no  covering  but  the  clpaths  they  wore  in  the 

tt 
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Bt^OK  M.  It  was  cuC^omary  among  thetn  to  retelye 
^""^'^  ^  hi  a  morning  large  companies  of  young  men, 
who,  followitog  110  occtipation  but  arttis, 
whenever  they  were  not  in  axflion  ftroBed 
over  the  country,  and  entered  into,  any  horufe 
that  they  found  in  their  way ;  where  they 
were  entertained,  till  the  evening.  With  the 
mufick  o€  the  harp,  and  free  convcrfetroti 
with  the  young  women  of  the  family :  upon 
whkh  Giraldas  Cambrenfis  makes  this  te- 
mark,  that  of  all  the  nations  in  the  univerie 
none  were  more  jealous  of  their  women  than 
the  Irifli,  or  lefs  than  the  Welih.  In  other 
tefpefts  their  manners  fo  nearly  agreed,  when 
that  author  wrote,  as  to  difcover  the  marks  of 
a  Celtic  origin  common  to  both. 

y. Taciturn,.     One  is  furptifed  in  obferving  how  abib"- 
!!^ilfcffiV'l^t«ly  the  Britons,  after  their  retreat  into 
Wales,  loft  all  the  culture  they  had  receivtsd 
firom  the   Romans,  arid,  inftcad  of  refining 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
ifland,    rclapfed   themfelres  into  their  rude 
-and  barbarous  manners^    This  is  the  mote 
wonderful,  becaufe  the  Latin  tongue,  and  no 
contemptible  (hare  of  its  learning,  were  long 
preferved  in  their  public  fchools,   and  con- 
'  tinned,  though  indeed  in  a  dcdinine;  ftate, 

even  down  to  the  times  of  which  1  write. 
They  had  alfo  retained  the  ptofeffion  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  but  debafed  with  grofs 
fiiperftitions.  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  informs 
ys,   that  they  paid  in  hi^  days  a  more  de^ 

vout 
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tout  nevcrciice  to  churches  and  churchmen,  BaOK  tl 
to   the  relicks  of  farnts,   to    crofies,  a»d  to*    '  ^' 
bells^  than  any  other  nation.     Whenever  any 
of  them  happened  to  meet  a  monk,  or  other 
ecde(iaftick,  they  inilantly  threw  down  their 
arms,  a»d,  bowing  their  head's,  implored  his 
beaedidkion.     When  they  undertook  a  jour-- 
ftey  iiito  any  foreign  country,  or  when  they 
married,  or  were  enjoined  by  their  confcflbrs 
any  public  penance,  they  paid  a  full  tenth 
of  all    their  goods,   which   they  called   tie 
great  tytbe^  in  the  proportion   of  two  parts 
to  the  church  wherein   they  had  been  bap- 
tized,   and  one  to  their  biftiop.     How    far 
they  carried  their   refpeft   to   afyiums   and 
fanduaries,.  has  already  been  mentioned.  The 
excefs  of  their  fuperdition  with  relation  to 
this  point  is  cenfured  by  Giraldus  Cambreniis 
himfelf,  as  great  a  bigot  as  he  was ;  and  it 
certainly  muft  have  been  one  principal  caufe^ 
why  fo  many  murders  and  other  crimes  were 
committed    among    them.     Their    hermits 
were  celebrated  for  feverer   aufterities    than 
any  others   in   lEurope,    the    vehemence   of 
their  ten^per  carrying  their  virtues,  as  well 
as   vices,     into    esctremes.      Pilgrimages    to ' 
Rome  were  their  favourite  mode  of  devotion^ 
though  they  had  many  faints  of  their  owu 
nation,  whofe  (hrines  they  adored  with  the 
bUndeft   fuperftition.      In  fhort,    their    reli- 
gi(Hi,    for   the  moft  part,   was  fo   different 
from  genuine  Chriftianity,  that  either  it  was 
prejudicial  to  civil  fociety,  or  did  it  no  good* 

The 
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BOOK  11;  The  firft  aft  of  government,  relating  to* 
\^^cini^Chrott.Walcs>  that  wc  find  to  have  been  done  by 
jp.'io5.  Henry  the  Second,  was  his  ftrengthening  the 
colony  of  Flemings  in  Pembrokefhire,  by 
jallowing  fome  of  the  Flemi(h  mercenaries^ 
ivhom,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  he  ba- 
nilhed  out  of  England,  to  go  to  their  coun- 
trymen eftabli(hcd  in  that  province,  and  fettle 
among  them.  This  was  a  very  prudent -and 
politick  meafufe.  For  they  were  as  fervicc* 
able  there  to  him  and  his  realm,  as  they  had 
been  hurtful  in  England,  The  former  plan* 
tat  "ion,  after  the  Welfti  had  fubdued  the  bor- 
dering provinces,  had  with  invincible  courage 
maintained  their  ground  till  the  deceafe  of 
/King  Stephen.  A  ceffation  of  hoftilities  on 
the  part  of  the  Welfh  foon  followed  that 
event;  their  princes  becoming  jealoud  the 
one  of  the  other,  and  more  inclined  to  dif* 
pute  among  themfelves  the  poflTeflion  of  the 
conquefts  they  had  made^  than  to  attempt 
more,  either  feparately,  or  confederated  to- 
gether. This  reinforcement  of  brave  and 
veteran  foldiers  was  therefore  fufficient  -  to 
defend  the  Flemifti  colony ;  and  Henry  was 
contented  with  thus  fortifying  that  part  of 
South- Wales  which  wa$  ftill  poffeffed  by 
his  fubjefts  :  but  as,  in  the  late  civil  war^ 
his  mother  had  been  affedtionately  (erved  by 
the  Welfli,  and  he  was  embarraffed  with 
feveral  more  urgent  affairs  at  the  beginning 
^  of  his  reign,  he  fufFered  their  princes  to  re- 
tain the  provinces  which,  under  that  of  his 

prede- 
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predcccflbr,    fhey    had    recovered   from   theBOOKl^. 
EngJifhv  yet  not  by  a  ceffipn  of  them,  or  \'     ^'  "'^. 
any  acknowledgement  of  the  right  of  ..thofe    ^ 
princes;  but  by  a  bare  acqviiefcence,  which    ' 
left  him  at  liberty  to  aflert  his  owi;i  preteu-  . 
fions  to  the  dominion  thereof,  .and  the  clain^ 
of  his  fubjedts  to  the  lands,  at  a  more  pro- 
per., feafon.      All    Powis-land,    except    fon^e 
fJiftridls  between  the  Wyp  and  the.  Severne^ 
which  were  held  of  his  crown  by  the  eajrl  of 
Cheftcr  and  other   barons  of  England,  was 
]then    ujider   the    government  of  Madoc  ap         i 
iVieredyth,   his   friend   and   vaflal.     But   the 
ponduft  of  this   prince  had  rendered  him  fp 
obnoxious  to,  the    reft    of  his   coijntrymen> 
and  mor^  eipecially  to  Owevt.Gwyneth,  that, 
with  a  view  to  his  future  fecurity,  he  dili- 
gently employed ,  all  his  credit  with  Henry, 
fo  incite  hina  to  make  war  againft.  Northr 
Wales,  in  prder  to  redupe  it  under  its  former 
lubjedion    tq    England.     Thefe   inftigations 
were  vehemently   enforqed  by  Cadwallader^ 
brother   to  Owen  ;    who,  having   kijiled  his 
own  fon-in-law,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Gryffyth, 
late  prince   of  Southr Wales,  in  fingle  com- 
bat, uppn  a  fudden  quarrel,  had  been  driven 
out  of  his   country   by   Owen  himfelf,  ancj 
was  now  gn  exile  in  the  court  of  England,  inner.  Gamb. 
where  he  fued  to  the  king  for  aid  to  ^^^^^^^'chronNw-m 
Jiis  lands.     In  this  fuit  he  was  alSifted  by  all  p.  99/. 
the  relations  and  friends  of  his  wife,  a  lady  GuLNeubrig. 
of  the  noble   and   powerful    houfc  of  Clare.  384/'^  ^' 
^ijt,   piore   than    all   their    pe^rfuafions,  .  thp 
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SOQic  n-  defird  of  gloiy,  awd  a^  jtfft  fenfe  of  the  rm* 
Gcrv.  Chron.  p^rta»ce  o#  tfhhtf    objeflt    propofed    to    bJm, 
M.Wcftm.ct»rgcd,  Henry  oft  to  this  war.     He  thoufffet 
Annaics  dc  ^j.  y^Quid  be  a  rcproach,  and  a  ftaiu  to  his 
fubanmM57.hoiT0ur,  if  he  (hould  firffer  anj^  loB;ger  a  petty 
WciihChron.priiK:e  of  Norlh- Wales,    whofe  predecelfors 
J^J^^^^^'^'had  been  tributaries   and  vaffab  to  England 
chron.fub    ifi  former  timeSf  to  hold  his  dominions  inde<* 
•«^*  "5®*    pendent  on  him^,  whofe  empire  extended  fd 
far  beyond  that  of  any  other  monarch  that 
ever  had  reigned  in  this  iiland.     Nor  couM 
.be,  in  the  high  and  flourifting  ftatc  of  his 
kingdom,    be  eafy   tinder  the  lofs  of  thofe 
provinces  of  South-Walfes,  which  the  weak- 
nefs  of  Stephen's    government,    amidft   the 
diftraftiofts  of  civil   war,    had  enabled  the 
Welfli  to  reconquer  from  the  Englifh  ;  efpe- 
cially    as  neither  the    ions  of  Gryfiyth  ap 
Rhees,   nor  thofe  of  Qwen   Gwynethv  had 
ever  done  him  homage    for    the  tewttorres 
they  held  in  any  parts  of  that  country.     He 
{inew,   that  none  of  his  fubjefts,  who  ffiil 
retained-  their  poffeffions    within  the   fimits 
of  Wales,    could    hope   to  enjoy  a  lafltng 
tranquillity,  unlefs  he  fubdued  the  arrogance 
of  thofe  ambitious  princes^,  and  fonced  them 
to  acknowkdge  that  he  was  their  Ibvereign. 
There  was   no  enterprize,    which   cotrld  be 
undertaken  by  him  in  foreign  parts,  fo  nc- 
ceflary  as  this  j  or  of  equal  advantage  to  his 
great  intereji^  that  is,  to  the  interelt  of  his 
regal"  deminions.      He    therefore   refelved  to 
attempt  it ;    atid,  having  drawn  out  of-  the 

whole 
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wM€  vQ$X\th  of  £ngldii4  a  v^rj  gmyt  ftrRiy«Boa8i  m 
he  kd  it  thioogb  Cheftip©  ioto   Flwt&ire^yid.  <uao4 
9nd  adv^jQc^d  tawacda  Ba&ngwei^ky   ^  cafti^dtat^utfupri. 
bttilt  by  w.  e^rl    of   ChefUr,    vfbicb    tha 
WeUh,   m  xbs  late  reigns  bad  t^ea  aiid 
4amoliihcd^    At  tbis  pUce,    or  nigH  to  ka 
Qw^Qn  G>yyDetb  laj  ciKamped,  wi^h  aUi  eb/9 
£»rces    be  could  colk^   out  of  a  popukus 
^tioQ»    iiii   whicb    (excepting    the    clecgy) 
evary  taan  was  a  ibldier.     He  feemed  dctet-^ 
inioed  tp  ftay  tbere  and  give  battle  to  (be 
ki»g  I  but  tbis  appearance  was  only  aa  arti- 
fice»  tQ  dbaw  tbe  English  into  a  narrow  ao4 
4iflScuk  pafsf,   between  two  ranges  o£  biU$> 
vhtm   he  bad   fecretly  j^^e^  a  auin^rou5 
am^ufcad^t  ujQider  the  cocnmand  of  Im  fbn^ 
ii^nry^  tjoo^  copfident  m  tbe  ftrength  of  his 
afdsfty>  aod  not  coofolting  epougb  witb  tba£^ 
wb^  hA4  a:  more  perfed  knowkd^  of  tbi$ 
countryt  fell  iotQ  tb6  fnare,  and  p^id  deaorly 
fof(  bift  ra(boefs«     Wben  he  and  bis.  vanguard 
wer€r  engaged  in  tbe  middle  of  theie  fij^eights^ 
the*  Wcb3b^    nfing  at  onee^  witb  the  moft 
.borrable  outcries^    from  under  the  cover  of 
the  W]Ood9>   that  bung  over  the  fteep^  and 
FOQky  fides  of  the  pafo,  allaulted  them,  with 
ftoi>e^^  arrows^    ai>d  other  mifiilb  weapooa, 
Tbe  ^Cadvantage  of  tbe  places  tbe  confuiiap 
tbey  were   tbrowti   i^to,    tbe  difmay   tb^ 
catpQ^e  upQn<  tbenif  quite  difabled  thtfa.  from 
•  fe&fting:  tbi&  unexpefted  attacks    Two  ^eaf 
bar6a$»   EuAace   Fitz*Joha  and  Rob^itt  d& 
Goyiccy^  were  fl^i^n.    Henry,  finding  itt  ixBr 

poffible  , 
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BOOK  IL  poffible  ko  advance  any  further,  endeavoured 
\''  "■  to  retire  back  to  the  entrance  of  the  ftreights, 
and  with  much  difficulty  perfornied  it ;  but 
moft  of  thie  troops,  which  had  corapofed  his 
vai^uard,  \^ere  miferably  deftroyed,  before 
he  was  ^ble  to  difeugage,  either  them,  or 
himfelf,  from  this  fatal  (ituatlon,  Some, 
who  cfcaped  by  flight,  carried  their  fear 
along  with  thlsm ;  and  meeting  the  reft  of 
the  army,  who  were  advancing  in  good  or- 
der to  the  entrance  of  the  pafs,  fpread 
among  them  a  report  of  the  death  of  the 
king:  upon  which,  Henry  de  Efiex,  here- 
ditary ftandard-bearer  of  England,  was  feized 
with  fuch  a  terror,  that  he  threw  to  the 
ground  the  roj^al  ftandard,  and  cried  aloud, 
♦*  The  king  is  flain  !'•  The  confternatioa 
became  general ;  the  troops  fell  into  difor-^ 
der  :  the  * Wclfti,  perceiving  it,  iiTued  forth, 
and  attacked  them  with  great  fury ;  the  whole 
army  would  have  been  routed  in  the  moft 
(Kameful  manner,  if  Henry,  at  tliis  inftant, 
had  not  (hewn  himfelf  to  theni,  and;  with  a 
countenance  full  of  alacrity,,  encouraged, 
rallied,  and  led  them  on  to  the  charge. 
Animated  by  the  joy  of  feeing  him  fate, 
they  quickly  drove  the  enemy  back  into  the 
wood.  He  then  drew  off  his  forces,  and, 
encamping  them  in  a  ftation  where  he  had 
nothing  to  fear,  deliberated  with  his  barons 
jand'  other  principal  ofRcers  what  roeafures 
be  (hould  purfue  in  the  management  of  the 
V^r  agajnil   fuch  dangerous  enen^ies,  whoie 


OF  KING   ttEl^Rt  n.  §9$ 

falour   he   found    fo    prudently    condui^e^j;  ^  O  Q  K  IL 
i^he  plah,  *  he   I'iow   formed,    was^   to  leiv^^       " 
Upon  hiis  left  the  traft  of  woody  hills,  through 
ti'hich  he  had  fd  unhappily^  dtempred  to  pals^ 
and  mireh  along  the  fea-(hore,  till  he  -ftiould 
get  beyond  Balingwerk,  to  the  back  of  the 
poft  thfe  Wehh    had    takeil ;    at.  the   fanie      /^ 
time  ordering  his  fleet  (as  Harold  had  ddfife) 
to  cruize    along  the  coafts;,   and   tnake  de-^ 
fcehts  upon  the  open  parts  of  the  ciHUitry* 
But,  when  Owen  was  informed  of  thfefe  re- 
folutions^  he  retired  to  a  ftrong  poft  iii  th6 
liiountain$  of  Snowden,  aiid  there  encamped^ 
Henry  immediately   fubdtied  Jill  Flintthirc ; 
aud,  to  fecure  his  pofieffion,   made  roads  fot 
an  army  to  pals  without  difficulty  through 
the  whole  province  ;   cOt  .dowii  thfe  Wo6ds ; 
rebuilt  the  important  caiftles  of  Riithlaai  aiid 
BafiUgwerk  t     began    that    of   Flint;     dnd  * 
founded   a  houfe  for  the  knight's*  templars^    « 
which  was  a  new  kind  of  garrifon,  unknown 
before  in  that  country,  but  as  ufe'ful  is  any 
other  to  bridle  the  WeKh*     Whilfe  he  was; 
employe!^  in  thefe   works,   Owen,    dreading 
the  coniequences  of  their  being  conspletcd, '  ■ 
came   down    front  the   mountains,   and   ad» 
vanced  to  the  borders  of  Flintfliire.- ,  Several 
flcirmilhes  happened  afterwards  befWeen  the 
two    armies,    but   no   general    stftion ;    the 
Welfh  prince  .being  afraid  to  vetttiire  a  battle 
in  an  open  or  level  country;  arid  the  king 
of  England,   inftruded  by  the  lof§-he' bad-' 
fuffered,  as  carefully  avoiding  to  expofe  him- 
VOL.  IL  C  c  felf, 
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BOOK  ir.  felf,  or  his  army,  to  any  more  ambufcadesi 
"         In  the  mean  tinie  a  great  fleet,   aifembled 
kt  Charter    by  his   orders^    had    failed  from 
that   harbour^  and  aljifted  his  operations  inf 
w  Fliiitfibire ;    after  which  he  fent  it  to  infcft 
the  other  coafts  of  North- Wales,  under  the 
command   of  Madoc   ap  Meredyth,    whom 
he  employed  in  thi^  feifvice,   tb  render  the 
enmity  between   him   and  his   countrymi^n 
iDore  irreconcileable.    Sonde  of  the  forces  of 
that  prince,  in  conjundion  with  the  Engl^iih, 
taado  a  defcent   on   the   ifle   of  Aftglefeyj 
where  they  ravaged  the  country^  aud  plun- 
dered even  the  churches,  without  refiftance : 
but,  as   they  were  returning  to  their   (hips, 
overloaded  with   fpoila,   the  whole  ftfength 
of  the  ifle  ffeU  fuddenly  tipon  them,  and  cut 
them  to  pieces,    tYet,  though  this  attempt 
^sks  fo  unfortunate,    Owen,  jfinding   hi^rrtfelf 
^naUe  to  hinder  the  Englifh  from  fubduiog 
or  defoiating   the    moft    fertile   parts  of  his 
maritime  provinces,  and  preventing  the  im- 
portation of  corn  from  abroad,  was  very  un- 
eafy   for   fear   of  .\fanting   provifions,  if  he^ 
ihoMd  either  Vemain  long  in  the  poft  he  had 
taken^  or  fliut  hitofelf  up  with  his  army  in 
the  defarts  ,  of  Snowden.     He  therefore  fued 
for  peace  J.  which    Henry    granted    hini  on 
^^*^*  *"^^^fuch  termy  as  were  both  advantageous  and 
hondtfrable  to  England  j   namely,  that  Owert 
fhould  do  him  homage,-  yield  up  all  the  dif- 
trifts    an<i   taftles  in  North-Wales^    which, 
during  the  reign  of  King  Stephen^  bad  beeu 
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won  from  the  Eaglifh,    ni  d    deliver  two  of^OQK  IL 
his   (ins  as  ho0:agcs    for  his  luiure    ^delity.. 
He  alfo  obliged  him  to  reftore  the  laiiu.  j( 
his    brother    Cadwallader ;    by'   r^hich    that    . 
prince   was   confirmed  in  his  attaciiinent  to 
England,   and  othcs   of  the  Wel(h   nation 
were  encouraged  to  defire  its  protedlion  and 
favour.     Having   obtained  thefe  great  points, 
and  put   ftfong    garrifons  in  the    caftlcs    of 
Ruthlan   and    Bafingwerk,    he  left   the   re- 
mains of  the   war  to  be  profecuted   by  the 
Lords  of  the   Marche?   againft   the   inferior 
Wel(h   princes,    who,    he   fuppofed,    would 
not  long  continue  in  arms,  aftier  Owen  had. 
fubmitted.     Nor^  was    he    miftaken    in   his 
judgement.     For,    at   the   beginning  of  the- 
following   year,   all  the   princes  of   South-. 
Wales,   c^ccept   Rhees  ap  GryfFyth,   and  alt 
the    lefler    chieftains    and     nobles    of   that 
country,   came  to  him  in  England,  and  there  YW-«^^of«^ 
received  from  him  the  conditions  of  a  peace^^^^'"^  ^^ 
Virhich  he  accorded  to  them  on  their  making 
a  full   ceflion  to  him  of  all  the  territories   or 
lord(hips    which    had   been    won    from    the 
crown  or   fubjeds  of  England  in  the  reigti 
of  his   predeceffor,   and  doing  him   homage 
for  their   own    patrimonial   eftates.     As   for . 
Powis-land,  the  much  greater   part  of  that 
country  was  then  under  the  government  of 
Mcidoc   ap   Meredyth,  who   held  it  of  hini 
by  liege  homage;    and  the  reft  was  in  the. 
hands  of  fcveral'  Englifh   lords,  except  per-,    , 
haps  a  few  diftrids  conquered  frona    them     - 
\     '  \  Cc  a  by 
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BOOK  II.  by  the  WeMh  during  the  courie  of  the  war, 
and  allowed  by  the  king  to  continue  in  their 
poileiilon    upon    their  becoming  his  vafials. 
But  no  quiet  or  perfect  fettlemcnt  could  be 
luade     of   South- Wales,     while    Rhees    ap 
GryfFyth  remained  unconquered.     The  great 
fpirit  of  that  prince  could  not  patiently  en- 
dure to  fee  the  dominions^  which  for  many 
ages  had  belonged  to  hi^  illuflrious  aiK-eftors, 
torn  by  the-  arms  of   ambitious    foreigners 
from  him  and  his  children.     He  commande* 
his  people  to  remove  their  flocksi  herds,  n 
cither  goods,    to  the  defart   of  Tywy,  a-  ' 
made  war  on  the  king  of  England,   though 
deferted'and  betrayed  by  all  his  confederates. 
Henry,  who  efteemed  his  courage  and  mag- 
nanimity, fent  him  a  friendly   invitation  to 
come  to  his  court,  with   an  afliirance  that 
he  fhould  be  gracionfly  and  kindJy  received; 
but  threatened,  if  he  refufed  the  favour  of- 
fered tp  him,  that  the  whole  power  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales  fliould  be  employed  to  bring 
him    thither.     Having    confulted    with    his 
friends    what    anfwer   to   return,   and  being 
advifed   by  them   to  go,  he   followed   their 
couufel ;    and  •  the   king,    receiving  his  ho- 
mage, gave  hirn  the  ancient  deraefoe  of  his 
anceftors  in  South- Wales ;'   but   not  without 
taking  from  hfm;  as  hoflages  for  his  fidelity^ 
two  6f  his  fons ;  a  like  fecurity  having  been 
exaded   from   all  the   other  Welfti  princes* 
Thus  was  concluded  this    trbublelcrme   and 
\try  dai^cfous  war^   with  great  honour  to 

Henry,. 
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H«iry,  who,  in  the  iffue  of  it,  recovered  aJlBODK  a 
the  Englifli  poflTeffions  within  the  confines  of  ^    -^'-^-^ 
Wales   which  Stephen  had  loft;  and  did  that, 
which  neither  his  grandfather,  King  Henry 
ttiK'  Firft,  nor  William  Rufus,  could  do,  re- 
ftorcd  to   England   its  fovereignty-  over  the 
\vh(^^c  nation,  by  forcing  not  only  the  inferior 
^prince^.,  hut  the  king  of  North- Wales  himfclF,    '    ^ 
'to  h  »!d  his  territories  as  a  vaflkl,  under  homage 
^^•nd  t-alty.  v 

b^Tome   years   after  thefe  events,    a  quarrel  v.  Neubrig. 
*^-^^!^g  between  Henry  de  Eflex  and  Robert g^";^^-^^-^^^^ 
c.:  MMiirfort,  the  former  was  publickly  rerfubann/iiss! 
pfoui.  bcJ   bv  the  latter  for  his  cowardly  be- 
hav  )    r  in    this   war,  and  accufed  of  high* 
tituf  11,      Henry  had   called  him  to  no  ac- 
Cf>i:L:  /or  it  at  the  time  when  it  happened  ; 
inij  utinn  it  only  to  a  fudden  impreflion  of  ter- 
rcv,  'wd  not  ro  a  wilful  or  criminal  treachery, 
wh.*ci\  v!»^ere  does  not  feem  to  have  been  the 
lea.it  .   :i^oa  ro  (ufpciSl.     Military  difcipline,  in- 
deed,  ai>^>ht  Kquire  him  to  be  punifhed,   and 
the  i.iiig  ^vas  Uriel  in  that  difcipline  (as  a  wife 
prince  wili  aKvay^  be);  but,  in  this  inftance, 
his  re^Vi'-^^  ^  -»*  ^!^'"  honour  of  a  family,  which 
both   in   bh-o.l  and  alliances  was  very  lljuftri-  ^ 
ous,    ar^d  k me   coiiapaflion    for    an  unhappy 
moment  of  weaknefs,    whith   future  attioris 
might  atone  for,   prevailed  over  that  rigour, 
which,  neceflary  as  it  is,  may  fometimes  give 
way  to  the  di^Sates  of  humanity,  even  for  rea^    ^ 
Cc  3  '  ibiii 
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JB  o  O  K  IL  fons  of  prudeticc.     Henry  de  Effex  fervcd  r  • 
viJJ7"Fi^r^^  tcrwards  in  the  war  of  Touloufc  without 
StepheQ  in    proach :  but  this  unfortunate  quarrel  hapr  ; 
Thgmk       ^"8»  ^"^  ^"'^  of  his  peers  thus  arraigning 

.     of  a  capital  crime,  he  either  demanded  h'.   K  \ 
a  trial  by  duel  (lefs  improper  in  this  cafe    ^   *., 
perhaps,  in  any  other),  oragreed  to  it  wl    ^* ;    - 
fered  by  his  accuier :  and  the  king,  thr  ^  /,  '   - 
difapproved  that  barbarous  method  oft  i  ,.  .  . 
1  (hall  have  occafion  to  (hew  hcreaftvr\  ::  - 
not  avoid  allowing  it  at  the  requeft  cr  I  c    v   ' 
parties.     He  therefore  appointed  ta^?  i.i; 
cording  to  law :  the  cprnpat  was  fo  Jg! .»: " 
prefence:  Henry  de  EiTex  was  vanqjif  . 
his  braver  antagonift;  andt  if  he  lad  ''        . . 
tthe  legal  penalties,  muft  have  b  en  ij  .    :/• 
niouriy  put  to  death,  or,  at  leaft,  have  I  '  ^.s 
eyes:  but  the  king,  with  his  uf'  al  cl  /^  n  jt 
.    mitigated  that  doom;  pcrmitt'':g  lir.:.  r  r    ^ke 
the  habit  of  a  monk  in  the  abbey  of  \\       ng; 
the  only  tt^te  proper  for  him  ;  as  tl  e  .    'es  of 
•    chivalry  in  thofc  days  woulc^  not  a^'  ow  )  im  to 
continue  any  longer  in  tl.t   ^.^rrM,  or  hold 
lands  by  knight-fcrvice,  uMc^r  i\  ^h  z  load  of 
publick  diftonour. 

Hovcd..Ahn,     During  the  cpur(e  oi 

Krolu  Maii,'d^ed   and  fifty-feveu,    ' 

ros.fubann.  Chefter,  Malcolm   th: 

^^S7\  land,  came  to  wait  u;  (  n  1  .ni  tliere,  and  do 
him  homage  for  th  i;  f*.  he  l:c\icl  of  England, 
which  he  did.  wiih  a  Vrvc.-^f  ./o  all  bh  royal  dig- 
nities. 
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fihies.     The  next  year  he  again   attended  a  BOOK  IL 
great  council,  heljd  by  Henry  at  Carlifle,  and ^^g^i^jj^  f^^ 
was  vlery  defirous  of  receiving  from  the  hands  ?ni>.  fi^s, 
of  that  monarch  the  honour  of  knighthood:        1 
but    fome    difference,    unaccounted    for    by 
gny  hiftoriao,  arifiqg  between  them,  Henry 
would  not  then  confer  upon  him  that  favour^. 
Yet  they  ft  ill  continued  friend?;  and,  what- 
ever this  cloud  of  diffatisfaiaion  might  be,  it 
was  fooh  diffipated.     The  Chriftmas  feftival 
of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-cightNeubrig.i.iL 
being  celebrated  at  Lincoln  by  Henry,   upon^'^' 
his  return  from  Garlifle,  he  wore  his  crown^^ 
9S  in  fuch  folemnities  it  was  cuftomary  to  do; 
but  held  his  court  in  thefuburhs^  from  regard 
to  an   ancient  fuperftition,    which   fuppofed 
that  great  calanxities  would  befal  aqy  king 
V^ho  (bopld  be  crowned  in  that  fify.  Stcpheii 
bad   been   the   firft  who  public^ly  dpfpifejj, 
and  a<5led  againft,  this  abfurd  opinion  j    but, 
the  crown  having  been  afterwards  taken  fronj 
Jxis  family,  it  was  confirmed  more  than  ever 
in  the  minds  of  the  yulgar.     Henry  yielded 
to  a  foUy  he  could  not  remove,  and,  perhapS| 
in  fo  doing  he  a^ed  wifely :  but  although  he 
pompUed   with   the   people  in  this  inftance, 
Jid  did  not  think  with  them,  if  wg  may  judge 
by  his  behaviour  on  another  pccafion.     For Hibcmla  ex- 
Ciiraldus    C>mbrenfis   tells    us,    that    as    heP"^"^^'*'^*^ 
made  fome  ftay  at  St.  David's,  on  his  return 
put    of   Ireland,    4  womaif  of  the    country  " 
brought  a  complaint  to  him  againft  the  bi(hop, 
'Vvjiich  npt  feeing  jnftantly  anfwered  by  him 
'   '         Cc  4       .  ,      in 
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SpoKlT.in  the  manner  (he  defired,  flie  cried  out, 
with  great  vehemence,  fcreamihg  and  clapr 
ping  her  hands.  Avenge  us^  Lecb-laver^  avengi 
cur  nation^  this  day^  of  this  man:  nor  could 
ihe  be  hindered,  by  the  endeavours  of  thofe 
who  were  prefcnt,  from  often  repeating  thefe 
words.  Now,  this  Lech-laver^  whofe  ven- 
geance •(be  fo  ,wildly  invoked,  was  a  great 
ftone,  ten  feet  in  length  and  fix  in  breadth, 
which  lay  acrofs  a  fmall  rivulet,  in  the  ca- 
thedral chuich-yard.  Probably  it  had  been 
jone  of  t!  ofe  confecrated  Hones,  which  the 
ancient  druids  erefted  in  many  parts  of  this 
ifland ;  and,  though  C  hriftianity  had  long  abo- 
Ji(h6d  the  worfliip,  the  luperftition  of  the 
Welfh  might  ftill  afcribe  to  it  lome  miracu- 
jious  power :  but  what  this  woman  alluded  to 
was  ?L  p|:edi£!tion  very  famous  among  them, 
;ind  fupppted  to  have  been  delivered  by  their 

f;reat  prophet^  Merlin,  that  a  king  of  Eng- 
and  returning  from  the  conqueft  of  Ireland 
(hould  die  upon  Lech-laver.  Henry,  being 
informed  of  this  by  the  ptrlbns  about  him^ 
went  and  IpokejcJ  at  the  iiohe  for  a  few  mo-_ 
pients,  and'^then  paffing  over  it  faid  aloud  to 
all  thcie,  H'  bo  will  hereafter  have  any  faith  in 
the  liar  Merlin  f  From  whence  I  conclude, 
that  he  \\ .Quid*  not  have  been  afraid  of  being 
/crowned  within  the  walls  of .  Lincoln,  if  he 
could  as  eafily  haye  ihewn  the  vanity  of  that 
prophecy,  as  he  did  p^f  this;  or  if  he  had  not 
judged  thaj  the  luper(Htions  of  his  fubjeds  ii)L 
'b.\  gbnd  requited  more  complaifance  from  him 
than  thoie  oi  the  WeKh. 

■■  ■■  •  "■   '  -      h 
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In  the  fame  year,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- ^OOKlt 
eight,  was  completed  a  vtry  great  and  diffi-Dj^^fQ^^^^ 
cuk  worky  which  the  king  had  begun  twonaies  WavcrL 
7cars  before;  namely,  the  reftoring  of  theyJ^'^^'lJ^^^J' 
money  of  his  kingdom  to  its  due  weight  andaon.  1x56. 
iinenefs.  From  the  continual  wants  and  dif- 
orders  of  government  during  the  reign  of 
King  Stephen,  it  had  been  fo  debafed,  that 
Henry  faw  a  neceffity,  for  the  fake  of  the  na» 
tional  commerce,  to  call-in  the  wliole  arid 
recoin  it ;  an  a£l:  the  more  meritorious,  as  it 
docs  not  appear  that  any  aid  was  granted  to 
the  crown  for  defraying  the  expence  of  it,  or 
any  lofs  fulUined  by  the  owners  of  the  fpeoic 
thus  brought  to  the  mint !  Together  with  the 
reft,  wag  gathered  in  and  melted  down  all  that 
.  money,  which,  dur«ng  the  htc  unhappy  times 
of  anarchy  and  confufion,  manyof  the  barons^ 
ufurping  the  exercile  of  royal  authority,  had 
dared  to  coin  in  their  own  names:  and  this  iuf^ 
ficientiy  accounts  for  none  of  thofe  coins  having 
ever  been  found.  It  vva«  indeed  very  proper, 
W>i  to  let  any  memorials  remain  to  pofterity 
of  fuch  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  our  mo^ 
parchy  in  one  of  itsgrcuteft  and  inoft  cflen- 
tial  prerogatives.  ,      ^ 

The  kingdom  of  England  enjoying  now  aNeubrig.Lix. 
perfed  tranquillity,  Henry  went  over  to  Nor-^j^-^^^^ 
caaudy,  where  fome  at!^airs  of  importance  de-p.  992'.  964/ 
manded  his  prefence.     By  the  death  of  Conan  ArgcntrcHifl. 
^e.Gros,  laj;e  duke  of  Bretagne,  that  dutchyi\  '^'J''^ 

had'   *  ' 
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BPOK  n>haj  bjBgp  thrown  into  great  troubles  and  dif- 
t ^__-.^^j.^^j,g^     Pqj.  jJ^j^  prince  having  difinhcrited 

his  fon  fiopl  pn  an  vincprtain  fufpicion  of 
baftardy,  Eudo  eftrl  of  Pontieyre  (now  called 
Peptievre)  l*id  claini  to  the  fuccefliou  in  right 
of  Berth?,  his,  v^^ife,  the  tldcft  daughter  of 
(Qonan,  whom  he  had  mgrried  after  the  de- 
pe^fe  of  Alan  ear}  of  Richmond  and  of  the 
Lower  Bretagne,  her  firjl  hufband.  But  the  iur 
habitants  of  the  city  an4  earldom  of  KaiHes, 
having  an  affeiaion  for  Hoel,  ^ho  they 
thou^t  \yas  unjuftly  deprived  of  his  inbcr 
yjf^nce^  put  themfelves  under  his  govern? 
fpentt  While  they  were  pngaged  in  a  war 
with  the  earl  of  Pontiepre  on  this  account, 
hh  wife  Berth?  dipd ;  which  event  produced 
immediately  a  new  competition;  Cpnan  le 
^ptif,  her  (on  by  the  earl  of  Richmond,  lay? 
ing  clajn^  to  thjB  dptchy,  ?nd  Eudo,  his  fe» 
therrinrlaw.  refufing  to  refigp  it,  Much  Wood 
\v^s  (hed  in  this  quarrel,  but,  after  various 
fucfefl'es,  the  b^rpn  de  Fougeres,  who  fought 
for  Copan,  took  Eudo  prifoner>  whereupoa 
^Jpoft  all  th?  nobility  of  Bretagne  did  hp- 
Vid.auaorcs  xpag5  fo  jhe  fprnier.  During  the  courfe  of 
«*^^'^-f"P'"^j;he?e  troubles  the  inhabitant^  pf  Nantes  and 
its  earldom  had  remained  for  fome  time  un- 
(ler  the  dominion  pf  Hpel ;  but,  finding  by 
eJ^peripnce  that  he  was  deficient  in  fpnfe  and 
cpurage,  they  afterwards  drove  him  out,  as 
incapable  pf  the  governn^ent  to  which  they 
had  called  him;  and  he  probably  died  very 
foouj  or  retired   into  a  convent,    no  further 

men- 
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mention  being  made  of  him  in  the  hiftory  olfBOpK  li% 
thofe  times.  JMeverthelefs  his   late  fubjeds>'* '.'™"^™"^ 
inftead  of  fubmitting  to  Conan,  elcded  for 
their  ruler  Prince  Geoffry  Plantagenet,  wha, 
having  been  lately  difappointed  in  his  defigns. 
upon  Anjou,  gladljr  embraced  this   occafion 
of  advancing  his  fortune*     Nor  did  his  bro- 
ther. King  Henry,  oppofe  their  choice:  but Arg^^jn^^ 
on  .the  contrary  (if  we  may  beheve  an  hifto-*^*  ^^*^- J^ 
rian  of  Bretagne)  fupported  him  againft  Co*   ' 
nan;  the  goodnefs  of  his  nature  overcoming 
all  thofe  fentiments  of  refentment  which   the 
paft  behaviour  of  this  prince  might  have  rea* 
Ipnably   excited.      And   indeed,   without .  his 
,affiftance,  the   people  of  Nantes  muft  have 
found  it  a  very  difficult    enterprize  to  main* 
jtain  that  province  thus  divided  from  the  reft 
of  the  dutchy.     He  did  not  even  avail  himfelf 
of  this  new  provifion   made  for  GeofFry^  to 
withdraw  from  him  the  penfion  he  had  fettled 
upon  him.     But  a  long  poireffion  of  either 
was  not  granted  by  Providence  to  this  unfor- 
tunate prince.     Within  lefs  than  two  years 
from  his  election  he  died,  and  left  no  iffue* 
Prefently  after  his  deccafe,  Conan  feized  oti 
the  earldom  as  belonging  to  the  dutchy :  but 
King  Henry  laid  claim  to  it,  as  heir  to  his 
brother,  ,who,  I  prufume,  left  it  to  him  by 
a  teftamentary  fettlement^  with  the  confent 
of  the  citizens  and  vaflals    of  the  earldom  { 
for  otherwife  it  would  be  difficult  to  make 
out  his  title;  fince  what  Geoffiry  had  poflcit^ 
>iot  by  bIood|  but  eledion,  could  never  dc-^ 

Icend 
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BOOK  IL  fcend  from  that  prince  to  his  elder  brother 
'  by  right  of  inheritance.     But  he  might  defircr 

^on  his  death- bed  to  atone  in  this  manner 
for  his.  former  rebellions  againft  him;  and 
his  will  might  be  ratified  by  the  nobility  and 
the  people,  who,  having  offended  by  their  • 
paft  conduct  both  Conan  and  Eudo,  were 
afraid  of  fubmitting  to  either  of  thofe  princes, 
and  could  find  no  potentate  who  was  fo  able 
to  defend  them  againft  both  as  Henry  Plan- 
tagenet.  How  far  they  were  juftified  in  de- 
nying obedience  to  Conan,  after  the  expul- 
(ion  of  Hoel,  may  be  matter  of  doubt.  The 
beft  excufe  for  it  is,  the  latitude  which  the 
ancient  Biitifti  cuftoms,  that  continued  to 
prevail  with  regard  to  the  government  there 
as  well  as  in  Wales,  gave  to  the  community 
in  difpofing  of  the  ri:Ju  of  fucceflion.  But, 
whether  the  title  of  Henry  was  juft  or  unjuft, 
he  did  not  much  apprehend  any  oppofition 
thereto,  unlefs  a  jealouly  of  his  further  ag- 
grandifement  in  France  {hould  induce  Louis 
to  take  part 'with  Conan,  or  Eudo,  againft 
him  ;  and  therefore  he  fet  on  foot  a  negoci- 
ation,  which  he  had  realon  to  believe  would 
-hinder  that  monarch  from  obftrading  his 
Dicctolmag.  deligns.  This  was  a  propofal  for  a  treaty  of 
Chron!  fub^'^^^^^^S^  between  Prince  Henry,  who  was 
ann.  1158.  now  his  cldcft  fon  (William',  his  firft^^born, 
x:hron.Norm- j^^^jj^g    jj^j    about    two   years    before),  and 

Neubrig.l.ii.  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Louis  le  Jeune  by 

f-.y*  his  lecond  wife,  Conftantia,  princels  of  Caf- 

tile.     Both  were  very  young  children  (  but  it 

wai 
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was  the  mode  of  the  times  to  cement  alli^BOOK  lU 
anccs  and  conned  families  by  contrafts  between  Hift.  Ludor. 
royal  infants.  The  offer  was  joyfully  accepted  vii.  Reg. 
by  Louist  who  thbuffht  it  both  advantageous  *P"^  ^"' 

•^,,  »i  1^  %  r^      /I        -^i-   «^efDC,  torn. 

and  honourable  to  him;  and  Conltantia,  hisiv. p,4i5^ 
queen,  moft  paffionately  deiired  it,  having  4*^? 
110  greater  objcft  of  ambition  (as  fhe  had  uo 
fpn)  than  to  procure  for  her  daughter  the  in- 
heritance of  the  kingdom  of  England,  and 
other  territories  pofleflTed  by  the  houfe  of 
Plantagcnet.  Henry  knew  this,  and  meant 
to  avail  himfelf  of  thefe  difpofitions  for  more 
than  one  purpofe.  Befides  the  advantage  of 
not  being  molefted  in  his  pret^nfions  to^  . 
Nantes,  he  hoped,  by  means  of  this  alliance,  to 
recover  Gifors,  and  the  reft  of  the  Normau 
Vexin,  which  h,ad  been  ceded  by  his  father 
to  Louis  le  Gros.  •  This  territory  was  a  fron* 
tier  of  great  impoVtance,  containing,  befides 
the  ftrong  fortrels  abovementioned,  the  caftles 
of  Neufle  and  Neufchatel,  with  fome  others 
of  lefler  note ; .  which  chain  of  forts,  if  re- 
united to  the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  would 
form  a  good  barrier  for  the  defence  of  that 
country  ;  but  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  France  would  e^pofe  it  to  continual 
danger.  Henry  propofed  that  thefe  places  ^ 
(hould  be  given  by  that  prince  as  a  portion  to 
his  daughter;  and;  Gonfidering  the  greatnefs 
of  the  match  he  offered,  the  demand  was  not 
exorbitant.  Overtures  being  made  of  this 
affair  to  Louis  by  Henry's  chancellor,  Becket,  V.  a«aorct^ 
-  tie  two  kings  iiad  an  Interview  on  the  |i)pr-*^"*^;"^^"P'*' 

ders- 
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BOOK  Ilcclers  of  Normandy,  in  which  they  agreed  ott 
^  ^th?  match,  and  mutually  pledged  their  feith 
thereupon  to  each  other :  but,  fpmecircum- 
itances  requiring  a  further  difcuffion,  Louis 
retumied  to  Paris,  and  Becket  was  fent  to  nc* 
gociate  with  him  there. 

In  the  mean  time  Henry,  iecurc  of  having 
no  oppofition  frpm  the  French  court,  which 
he  had  entirely  gained  by  the  lure  of  this  mar- 
riage, ordered  all  the  military  tenants  of  his 
dutchy  of  Normandy  to  attend  him  in  arms 
at  i\vranches,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael, 
declaring  his  refolution  to  niake  war  againft 
Conan  in  the  dutchy  of  Bretagne,  if  that 
princje  (hould  refufe  to  yield  to  him  the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  city  of  Nantes  with  its  earldom. 
While  the  forces,  were  aflembling,  Becket's 
negociation  was  flcilfuUy  condu£ted  and  hap- 
pily finifhed.     He  had  been  inftrudled  to  re- 

V  q^uire,  that  the  young  princefs  (hould  be  im-. 

mediately  fent  into  Normandy,  and  educated 
there,  under  the  care  of  her  fathe^r-in-law, 
till  flie  (hould  be  of  an  age  to  accomplish  the 
marriage.  How  unea(y  foever  this  feparatioa 
might  be  to  the  fondnefs  of  her  parents,  their 
confent  to  it  was  gained  by  the  addrefs  of  the 
minifter ;  and  thus  Henry  obtained  the  ,cuf- 
tody  of  her  perfqn,  which  was  the  inoft  ef* 
feftual  fecurity  for  the  performance  of  the^ 
contraft,  againft  any  change  in  the  variable 
mind  of  her  father.  It  alfo  gave  Henry  aa 
air  of  fuperiority,  which  he  was^defirous  to 
'  Hfl'utpe  in  this  treaty.  Becket  found  greater 
.  •  *  4if- 
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difficulty  in  another  part  of  his  bufincfs.     His  BOOKlL* 
liiaftcr  .required,  that  Gifors,  witji  the  dthei'^J^J^']!^^ 
caftles^nd  territories  that  we're*  to  be  given  ashiff.  p^^jfja. 
a  portibri  to  I^argaret,  fhbuld  be  inimediately^l;^^^^^* 
delivered  imo  his  ha'ndS.     But  this  wa^  re-Ncub%tS/ 
fufed;    and  undoubfedly  with  gCfod  ^C^sifon;^- 34*   J 
becaufe  a  portion  is  not  giveri  updtf ^d  cbtttrail  e^roj.** 
of  marriage,  but   upon  it§  Conclufiori.     Ttfpji«i<]^. 
gcft  over  this  objeftidn,  Becket  ^ropofed,  thStf 
Gifdrs  afid  the  caftles  of  Neufle  atid  Neiif^ 
ChStei  flioulcf  befinftantly  committed  to  the 
cfuftody  of  threelcnJghis  templars,  narriecf  by    ' 
both  kihgSj  who  ihould  deliver  them  to  Henry 
cfn    the  day    that    his    fori  (htiiild  wed  the 
p^iricefs.     This  wats  agreed  tcf  i  Utid  Herif/ 
gained   by  it  a  cOnliderablfe  ^dvahta'gfi;   frtfitf 
the  neutrality  off  thofe  places^  which  Coiii- 
mainded  his  whole  frontier,  in  cafe  of  ai  war 
breaking  out  between  him  and  Louis.     The 
complaifance  of  the  laftef  majr  iSot  ofily  be* 
afcribcd  to  his  eagerftefs  for  the'  nSateh,  bift 
alfo  td  the  dexterity  of  Henry's  enibaflador, 
whd  excelled  in  the  arts  of  perfuafiori  ^L^d  iri- 
fiiiuatiofn,  to  Whidh^  upcJn  this  Sccafion,  he      / 
added  ^  lib^rclity  that  was   ftill  more'  pre- 
vailing.    If  we  may  believe^  i  ctfntefrip6rafy^'.^i*^Stc- 
writer  of  his  life,  he  loaded  with  prefents  eitery  ^°^i,Ji^ 
French   nobleman,  bafdri,  knight,   arid  fer* 
Vam  of  the  king  br  oucen  ;    Uay^  he  ejttfended 
his  munificence  to  the  do<Sors  in  thi^  tiniver* 
fity  of  Parisf  to  the  ftudents,  mid  (0  ill  thd 
principal  citizens.     The  court  therefore,  and 
all  perfons  who  cotJld  have  any  influence  over 
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BOOK  IL  the  king  or  his  minifters,  were  difpofed  td 
^  '  aflift  him  in  every  thing  he  <Jelired.  The 
abo>te-cited .  author  adds>  that,  before  he  de- 
parted from  Paris,  he  gave  away  all  his  gold 
and  filver  plate,  and  almoft  all  his  wardrobe, 
in  which  were  <:ontained  no  Icls  than  four 
and  twenty  changes  of  garments.  The  mag- 
nificence he  difplayed  in  this  ^mbafly  was- 
prodigious.  He  had  in  his  own  family  two 
hundred  Knights,  with  all  their  attendants^ 
amounting,  upon  the  whole  number  to 
above  a  thoufaiid  peribns,  whom  he  lodged, 
fcdj  and  cloathcd  ia  new  and  pompous  ap» 
p^rel.  Some  accounts  that  are  given  of  thj5 
luxury  and  expence  of  his  table  are  incredi- 
ble ;  but  it  is  certain  that  he  lived  with  moft 
extraordinary  (plendour,  and  made  entertain- 
ments to  which  the  French  themfelves,  the 
moft  elegant  nation  on  this  fide  of  the  Alps, 
had  not  been  accuftomed.  The  whole  king- 
dom of  France  was  filled  with. the  renown  of 
his  immenfe  generofity,  which  redounded 
much  to  the  honour  and  fervice  of  his 
maftef. 
ChromNorm..  Having  fo  fuccefsfully  concluded  his  nc- 
P^994-  gociation,  he  would  have  returned  into  Nor- 
mandy  ;  but.  Louis,  to  exprefs  the  fatisfa<3:ion 
he  felt  in  the  union  of  the  two  families  by 
means  of  this  matchj  invited  Henry  to  come 
to,  Paris,  and  receive,  the  princefs  himfelf. 
*  The  propofal  was  agreeable.  Henry  went  thi* 
ther,  and  was  entertained  with  all  the  honours 
that  the  utmoft  civility  of  thofe  times  coyld 

devife^ 
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devife.    He  received  them  with  an  amiable  and  B  O  O  K  II. 
graceful  politenfefs ;  but,  as  much  as  he  could,'       * 
avoided  all  pompous  forms  and  ceremonies ; 
his  mind  being  too  great,  and  his  underftand- 
ing  too  folid,  to  be  fond  of  fuch  pageantry, 
or  not.  to  be  weary  of  it,  even  where  it  was  , 
flcceflary  to  attrad:  the  admiration  arid  refpe(9: 
of  the  vulgar. 

It  is  an  obiervation  of  Philip  de  Cbmines, . 
that  interviews  between  kings  feldom  produce 
good  cffeStSy  but  generally  rather  tend  to 
leflen  their  friendfhip  than  to  increafe  it: 
and  the  reafons  he  gives  for  it  are  very  ju- 
dicious :  yet  here  it  proved  otherwife,  from 
the  ikili  and  prudence  of  Henry,  who  found 
the  fecret  of  pleafing  the  nobility  and  people 
of  France,  without  railing  any  jealoufy  pr 
envy  in  the  king.  Nor  did  the  pleafures  of 
Paris  engage  him  fb  entirely,  as  to  divert  his 
attention  from  weightier  matters.  He  not 
only  took  advantage  of  the  good-humour  of 
Louis,  to  gain  his  approbation  of  the  litiga- 
ble  title  to  Nantes  and  its.  earldom,  wliich 
he  was  profecuting  againft  Conan,  but,  with 
the  affiftance  of  Becket,  whofe  influence  Gerr.Chroi^.^ 
over  that  monarch  was  become  very  great,  ^"^^""-"i^- 
obtained  from  him  a  commiffion  to  go  into 
Bretagne,  and,  by  virtue  of  the  office  of  Se- 
nefchal  of  France,  which  belonged  to  the 
earls  of  Anjou,  judge  and  determine  the  dif- 
pute  between  Conan  and  Eudo  earl  of  Pon- 
ticure,  upon  the  right  to.  that  dukedom.. 

Vol.  11.  Dd  The 
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BOOK  II.  The  latter  of  thefe  competitors  had,  fome 
Argentrc  hift.^'*"^^  before,  recovered  his  liberty,  by  cor- 
deBretagnc,  ruptiiig  the  Baron  de  Fougeres,  into  whofc 
1.  IV.  c,5i,  hands  he  had  yielded  himfelf  a  prifoner,  and 
^  '  who  had  kept  him  in  his  own  cuftody,  with- 

out delivering  him  to  Conan :  but,  the  beft 
part  of  the  dutchy  having  fubmitted  to  that 
prince,  he  retired  to  Paris,    and    foon  after- 
wards ferved  the  king  of  France  againft  the 
earl  of  Mafcon,  a  rebellious  vaffal.     Fortune 
was  more  favourable  there  to  his  valour :  he 
defeated   the   earl,    took  him   prifoner,  and 
delivered  him  to  the  king.     On  the  merit  of 
this  fervice,  he  flattered  himfelf  that  Louis 
would    fupport  his  pretenfions  to  Bretagne, 
and  was  preparing  to  begin  a  war  againil  Co- 
nan  at  the  time  when   this  commiflion  was 
granted  to  Henry.    Conan  was  now  in  the  ut- 
moft  perplexity.     Violent  ftorms  were  appa- 
rently gathering  againft  him  on  every  fide. 
Henry  had  already  feized  on  his  earldom  of 
Richmond,  and,  by  denying  the  claim  of  that 
prince  to  Nantes,  he  might  provoke  him  to  de- 
cree in  favour  of  Eudo.     Finding  therefore  no 
^  Chrott.Norm.  fafcty  but  in  obtaining  his  friendship,  he  went  to 
ec  Argentre,  him  at  Avranches,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael, 
"^  "^^^'       the  day  appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of  his 
forces,    and    made  him  a  ceffion  of    Nantes 
with  its  whole   country ;    foon  after  which, 
Henry  gave  fentence  in  his  favour,  and  fixed 
him  in  the  dukedom.     It  (hould  feem  that 
the   difpute   was   cognizable   by  Henry,    as 
3    '  duke 
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duke  of  Normandy,  becaufc  Bretagne  was  BOOK  IL 
acknowledged  to  be  a  fief  of  that  dutchy  ;  " 
but  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  Eudo  to  find 
a  pretence  of  appealing  from  his  Court  to 
that  of  the  king  of  France,  as  fupreme  lord 
of  both  countries,  if  the  commiffion  given 
to  Henry,  as  Senefchal  of  the  kingdom,  to 
determine  this  affair  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  had  not  prevented  all  means  of  elud- 
ing the  judgement,  ,and  made  it  definitive* 
Indeed  it  was  wrong,  while  tlie  claim  of  thC'  ^ 

Englifh  monarch  to  a  province  of  Bretagne 
was  depending,  that  he  fhould  be  impowered 
to  exercife  fuch  a  jurifdidlion ;  and,  though, 
his  fentence  might  be  juft,  yet,  appearing 
to  be  purchafed  by  the  ceflion  of  that  earl- 
dom, it  had  an  air  of  injuftice. 

Prefently  after  the  interview  between  him 
and  Conan,  he  went  to  Nantes,  and  took 
pofleflion  of  it  with  a  great  army,  which 
may  hav§  been  neceiTary  to  guard  him 
againft  the  earl  of  Pontieure.  Having  fet- 
tled every  thing  there,  he  marched  into  Poic- 
tou,  where  the  lord  of  the  caftle  of  Thouras, 
on  fome  quarrel  not  explained  in  the  hiftory 
of  thofe  times,  had  thrown  off  his  allegi- 
ance, and,  probably,  would  have  been 
joined  by  other  noblemen  of  that  pro- 
vince, if  the  king  had  been  long  detained, 
as  they  might  prefume  he  would  be,  by  the 
difpUtes  in  Bretagne :  but  he  came  unex- 
pedtedly  before  the  caftle,  and  took  it  by 
'  atfauk  the  next  day ;  which  rapid  fuccefs. 
,  D  d  a  put 
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BOOK  11.  put  ail  end  to  the  rebellion  begun  in  thofe 
ChronNorm.P^^^^  before  it  could  rife  to  any  dangerous 
\jtfupn\.  heighth.  From  thence  he  returned  very 
Gerv.chron.  j^^^jjy  jfjjQ  Normandy,  beine  recalled  by  his 

defire  to  attend  the  king  of  France,  whom 
the  accomplifliment  of  fome  vow,  or  other 
adt  of  devotion,  brought  at  this  time  to  the 
abbey  of  Mont  St.  Michel,  a  Norman .  town 
near  Avranches,  on  thq  borders  of  Bretagne. 
It  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  Henry, 
in  his  intereds  pn  the  continent,  to  endea- 
vour  to  preferve  the  afFeftion  of  that   mo- 
narch,   frpm    which  he  already  had    drawn 
great   advantages,    and   hoped  to   draw    ftill 
greater.     He  therefore  went  to  receive  him 
on  the  frontiers  of  Normandy,  nobly  enters 
tained  him,  with  all  his  retinue,  as  long  as 
he  (laid  in  that  dutchy,  waited  upon  him  in 
perfbn  wherefoever  he  went,  and  conduced 
nim  back  at  his  return  iuto  his  own  terri- 
tories.    Louis  had  a  temper  exceedingly  fen- 
fible  to  compliments  of   this    nature  :    they 
made  him  look  upon  Henry,  not  as  a  rival 
king,  of  whom  he  ought  to  be  jealous,  but 
as   an   obfequious,   afFeftionate  vaffal.      And, 
while  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  illufion  of 
thcfe    plealing  ideas,  that. able    prince  pur- 
fued,  without    any    interruption,  a  judicious 
and  well- connedted  fyftem  of  mealiires   for 
,  the  continual  advancement  of  his  own  great- 
nefs  in  the  kingdom  of  France.      Prelently 
ChroiuNorm.  after  this  time,  he  brought  the  earl  of  Blois 
p-994-        to  yield  to. him  the  ilrong  caftles  of  Fret- 

.  ..  tevaJ 
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teval  and  Amboife,  which  had  been  ufurped^^KiL 
from  Anjou ;  and  the  earl  of  Perche  to  re- 
ftore  two  fortreffes,  which  had  belonged  to 
his  demefne  in  Normandy,  but  were  unjuftly. 
taken  from  it  amidft  the  confufion  that 
followed  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  King 
Henry  the  Fir  ft.  In  return,  he  confented 
that  the  town  ofBelefme  fhould  be  held  of 
him,  under  homage,  by  the  laft  of  thefe 
carls.  He  now  had  recovered,  not  at  once,  Chron.Nonn. 
as  he  did  in  England,  bqt  gradually,  as  oc-^'53- iiS7* 
cafions'  conveniently  offered,  whatever  had 
been  alienated,  during  the  late  civil  war, 
from  the  demefne  of  the  dukes  of  Nor- 
mandy ;  a  great  acceflion  of  wealth  and 
ftrengthy  by  which  he  was  in  reality  no  left 
a  gainer  than  if  he  had  conquered  a  pro- 
vince !  Nor  could  he  have  done  it  without 
fbme  oppofition,  if  the  fripndfhip  he  had  fo 
happily  cultivated  with  Louis  "had  not  ren- 
dered the  nobility,  whole  grants  or  ufurpa- 
tions  were  thus  refumed,  afraid  of  refifting 
him,  from  a  defpair  of  fupport.  And,  con- 
fidering  how  much  the  quiet  of  that  dutchy 
had  been  difturbed  in  paft  tinies  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  barons  with  the  French 
court,  the  preventing  of  fo  great  a  mifchief 
would  have  alone  been  a  reafon,  why  Henry 
Ihould  labour,  while  thefe  affi^irs  were  tranf* 
afting,  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  moil:  favour- 
able difpofitiohs,  on  the  part  of  the,  king  of 
France,  by  the  moft  foothing  complaiiance 
to  his  humour.  He  did  fo  in  oneiiiftancef, 
D  d  3  which 
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BOOK  IL  which  IS  very  remarkable,  though  it  has  not 
been  taken  notice  of  by  any  hiftorian. 

J^^*  Adriani      jj    appears    from  a  letter    written  to  that 
^^.'apudTDu- king  by  Pope  Adrian   the  Fourth,  that   ho 
chcine,  t,  iv.  had  acquainted  his  Holinefs  with  a  pious  in- 
tention   of  going  into  Spain,    to  make  war 
on  the   Moors,   which   he  was  preparing  to 
execute,  inftead  of  undertaking  another  cm- 
fade  againft  the  Saracens,  or  Turks,   in  the 
Eaft.      The   fame   evidence   likewile  (hews, 
that   he  had  propofed  the  affair  to   Adrian, 
not  only  in  his  own  name,  but  in  that  of 
the  king  of  England,  who  was   to  accom- 
pany him  in  this  expedition.     But  the  pon- 
tiff very  wifely  advifed  him  againft  it,  be- 
caufe  the  Chriftian  princes   of  that  country 
had  neither  alked  his  afliftance  nor  approved 
of  his    coming.     The    letter    is   dated    the 
twelfth  of  the   calends   of  March,    but   the 
year  is  not   mentioned.     Several  reafons  in-p 
duce   me  to  believe  that  it  muft  have  been 
written  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  and  that   the   defign    mentioned   in    it 
had  been  formed  and    agreed  upon  between 
the  two  kings  about  the  latter    end  of  the 
preceding    autumn.      For    Jofeph     king    of 
MorpccQ,   the   fon  of  Abdulmumen  of  the 
race  of  the  Almohades,  having  made  him- 
V.  UAfnquc  felf  mafter  of  all  the  Mahometan  empire  in 

illariWa,  frtbliph  of  Egypt,  had  pafled  over  into  Spain, 
ann,  iiS7f  Yvj|;h  ^  ycr^  grc^t  4rmy,  in  the  year  eleven 
^'^  '  fouod}:?<| 
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hundred  and  fifty-feven,  to' aid  the  Moors "P^Q^  ^J* 
in  that  country,  who  had  fubmitted  them-  ' 
felves  to  his  government,  againft  the  arms 
of  Alphonfo>  king  of  Caftile  and  of  Leon^ 
whofe  daughter  Conftantia  was  at  this  time 
queen  of  France,  Alphonfo  dying  foon 
afterwards,  his  dominions  were  divided  be- 
tween his  two  fons.  The  eldeft,  to  whom 
he  bequeathed  the  kingdom  of  Caftile,  fur- 
vived  him  only  one  year,  and  left  an  infant 
to  fucceed  to  his  crown.  It  was  then,  I 
imagine,  that  Louis,  being  alarmed,  and 
apparently  with  good  reafon,  on  account  of 
the  nonage  of  his  nephew,  thought  that  the 
circumftances  of  the  Chriftians  in  Spain 
called  upon  him  to  affift  them  againft  the 
Moors.  And  he,  probably,  alked  the  aid 
of  Henry  in  this  war,  when  that  prince  was 
his  gueft  at  Paris,  or  rather  when  he  went 
himfelf  into  Normandy ;  becaufe,  at  that 
time,  the  difturbances  in  Bretagne  and  Poi- 
tou  being  quieted,  and  England  in  a  ftate 
of  perfeft  tranquillity,  Henry  had  leifure  to 
engage  in  fuch  an  enterprize.  It  was  very 
difficult  for  the  latter,  upon  any  occafion, 
to  refifl:  the  impetuous  defires  of  Louis :  but 
ftill  lefs  could  he  do  it  in  an  affair  of  this 
nature,  where,  all  the  enthufiafqf  of  that  mo^ 
narch's  zeal  being  kindled,  he  would  not 
Jiften  to  reafon,  nor  endure  a  denial  without 
the  utmofl:  refentment.  Yet,  as  neither  the 
regency  of  the  kingdom  of  Caftile,  nor  the 
Other  princes  pf  Spain,  had  mad^  any  ^p- 
D  d  4        '  plicatiQH 
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pOQK  II.  plication  to  either  king  for  fucpour,  it  icemed 
*"""^^^^^       '  imprudent  and  abfurd  to  force  it  upon  theni. 
The  reafon  why  they  had  not  was  doubtlefs 
a  jealoufy  of  letting  into  their  country  great 
armies   of  foreigners,   which   might   in   the 
iflfuc  be  as  dangerous  to  them  as  the  Moors. 
'Nor   were   they  really  fo    incapable   of  de- 
fending themfelves   as  Louis  imagined :  for 
the  forces  raifed  by  Sancho,   the  Ion  of  Al^ 
phonlo,  had  vanqui(hed  the  Moors  in  a  great 
battle   foon   after    bis   death ;    and  the  king 
of  Morocco,  difcouraged  by  that  defeat,  had 
ceafed  to  attack  them,  and  turned  hi&  arms 
againft  fpme  princes  of  his  awn  religion  ia 
Spain,   who  refufed  to  pay  him  obedience* 
C>n  the  other  hand,  the  late  crufade  had  £b 
much  exhaufted  France,  that  it  could  ill  fuC- 
tain  a  further  wafte  of  its  blood  and  trea- 
fures.      Indeed    a    confederacy    againft    the 
Moors  in  Spain  was  far  from  being  fo  irra- 
.tional  ^s  againft  the  Mahometan  princes  in 
the  Eaft  ;,  becaufe  all  the  weftern  Chriftians, 
hut  chiefly  the  French,  and  particularly  the 
inhabitaxits    of    the    dutchy    of  Acquitaine, 
had  a  much  greater  intereft  to  dri^e  thofe 
infidels  out  of  that  country,  than  out  of  Syria 
or  Judaea:   but,  in  their  prefent  weak  con- 
dition, it  was  more   advifeable   to  poftfone 
fuph  ail  enterprise,  and  leave  the  Moors  to 
4eftioy    themfelves     by     inteftine    divifiona. 
Henry   vv3s  fenfible   of  thijs,  and  had  other 
idefigiiS  in  view;  but  he  alfo  knew  that  any 
jjrguoieiip^   Would    have  more   weight  with 

Louis, 
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Louis,  if  they  came  from  the  pope,  than  if B do K  11. 

objefted  by  him*     The  feafon  of  the  year,' "^      ^ 

which  was  then  approaching  to  winter,  would 
not  permit  even  the  zeal  of  that  monarch  to 
think  of  pafling  the  Pyrenean  mountains.     It 
would  be  neceflary  to  defer  the  expedition  till 
the  fpring  ;  and,  if  the  fervour  of  Louis  did 
not  abate  in  that  interval,  the  crufade  could 
not  be  publiflied  without  the  authority  of  the 
pope,   from   whom    the    protections^    indul- 
gences, aiid  all  the  other  graces  annexed  to 
thofe  cnterprizes,  were  to  proceed.     Henry 
therefore  proniifed  Louis  to  be  his  confede- 
rate :  but,  at  the  fame  time,   he  relied  on  the 
prudence  of  Adrian,  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  fo  rafli  a  defign.     There  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  he  accjuainted  that  pontiff  witlt  his 
own  thoughts  upon  it,   and  fecretly  advifed 
him  to  exhort  the  king  of  France  againft  the 
undertaking:    for    othcrwife    Adrian    would 
have  written  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Louis,  on 
that  fubj€(ft,  and  would  have  ufed  the  fanie 
arguments  to   convince  him  of  the  unfitnefs 
of  vC^hat  he  propofed ;  but  no  fuch  letter  is  ex^ 
tant.     The  French  monarch,  who  confidered 
the  counfels  of  Rome  as  the  oracles  of  God, 
let  drop  his  intention,  as  foon  as  a  difappro- 
bation  of  it  wa§  expreffed  by  the  pope  :  and 
thus   Henry,   without  any  difficulty,  ordif- 
pute   with  'that  prince,    was   freed  from  his 
engagement.      In   the   mean   time,    he  had 
diligently    made    great    levies    of   nnfen    in 

Normandy, 
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BOOK  II.  Normandy,    Aquitatne,    and    all   the    domi* 
'  nions  belonging  to  him  in  France;    wjhich 

Louis  fuppofed  were  intended  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  crufade,  as  he  himfelf  had  be- 
gun to  make  the  like  preparations.  But  it 
foon  appeared  that  thefe  forces  had  another 
deflination. 

Chron-Norm.  Henry  now  avowed  his  refolution  to  revive 
Ncubngcnfis  '^^  pretenfions  of  his  queen  on  the  earldom  of 
L  ii.  c.  IP.  '.Toyloufe ;  pretenfions,  which  LoOis  himfelf, 
when  hulbaud  to  Eleanor,  had  thought  well 
founded.  For  William  the  Eighth,  duke 
of  Aquitaine,  who  was  grandfather  to  that 
princefs,  had  married  the  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  the  earl  of  Touloufe,  and  by  that  marriage 
the  earldom  was  annexed  to  his  dutchy,  of 
which,  before,  it  had  been  held  under  ho- 
mage as  a  fief:  but  being  in  great  want  of 
iponey,  on  account  of  his  engagement  in  the 
crufade,  he  mortgaged  it  to  his  wife's  uncle, 
Raymond  earl  of  bt.  Giles,  who  thereupon 
afllimed  the  title  of  earl  of  Touloufe,  and,  the 
jnortgage  remaining  unredeemed,  left  the  earl- 
dom to  his  fon  Alphonfo.  But  Louis,  having 
married  the  heirefs  of  Aquitaine,  claimed 
it,  in  right  of  his  wife,  againft  that  prince- 
The  difpute  however  was  quieted  by  the  in- 
tervention of  the  Holy  War,  in  which, both 
Louis  and  Alphonfo  engaged.  The  letter 
died  at  Jerufalem ;  and  the  king,  upoa  his 
return,  renewed  his  claim  againft  the  fon  of 

Alphonfo^ 
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Alphonfo,  Raymond  the  Fifth,  who,  pro-po^^lL 
bably,  would  have  been  forced  to  yield  the' 
earldom  to  him^  if,  by  marrying  his  (ifter 
Conftantia,  the  widow  of  Euftace,  eldeft  fon 
to  King  Stephen,  he  had  not  amicably  com- 
pounded the  quarrel  between  them.  But  all 
the  rights  of  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine  being 
afterwards  conveyed  from  Louis  to  Henry, 
by  the  marriage  of  the  latter  with  the  repu- 
diated dutcheis,  he  could  not  be  barred'  from 
purfuing  his  pretenfions  to  this  earldom, 
whenever  he  might  think  it  expedient  to  do 
fo,  by  the  acquiefcence  of  the  former  claimant 
for  reafons  of  his  own.  Yet  he  did  not  rely 
fo  much  on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  as  not 
to  put  all  the  force  he  poffibly  could  on 
his  fide.  He  therefore  confederated  himfclf 
with  the  earls  of  Mdmpellier,  of'  Mimes, 
3nd  of  Blois,  who,  upon  former  quarrels, 
were  perfonal  enemies  to  the  carl  of  Tou* 
loufe.  Raymond  earl  of  Barcelona  was  dif- 
pofed  to  join  in  this  league  by  motives  of 
the  fame  nature :  but,  as  he  was  a  much 
greater  potentate  than  any  of  the  others, 
being  poffefled  of  Provence,  and  having  the 
government  of  the  kingdom  of  Arragon  in  . 
right  of  his  wife,.  Henry,  to  fix  him  more 
firmly  in  his  intereft,  both  now  and  here- 
after, concluded  with  him  a  treaty,  by  which 
he  betrothed  Prince  Richard,  his  fecond  fon, 
and  then  an  infant,  to  the  young  princefs  of 
Arragon,  daughter  to  Raymond,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  give  them  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine 

when 
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^BOOK  IL  when  they  jfhould  be  of  age  to  coDfummate 
^^  ^  the  marriage.  As  foon  as  he  had  finiflied 
thefe  negociations  In  France,  he  returned 
into  England  a  little  before  Eafter  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  thinking 
it  neceffary  to  vifit  that  kingdom  before  he 
began  fo  great  a  war,  in  which  he  wanted 
the  affiftance  of  his  Englifti  fubjefts.  Being 
called- by  feme  affairs  to  the  borders  of 
Wales  foon  after  his-arrival,  he  held  a  great 
council,  or  parliament,  iri  the  city  of  Wor- 
cefter,  where  he  kept  his  Eafter  foftival  to- 
HeTcdcn,  fub  gether  with  Eleanor,  and  where  they  both 
ann.  ii59;  wore  their  crowns,  as  their  royal  prcdecef- 
parspo  «"®^Yors  had  ufually  done  oii  fuch  occafions.  But 
when  they  came  to  the  oblation,  they  laid 
them  down  on  the  altar,  and  vowed  to  wear 
them  no  more.  What  was  the  occafion  of 
thi^  vow  we  are  not  told :  but  their  following 
aftions  demonftrate,  that  it  is  much  eafier  to 
give  up  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  than  the  love 
of  dominion. 

'  The  barons  of  England  engaged  chearfuUy 
in  fupport  of  the.  king's  pretenlions  to  the 
Cfirldom  of  Touloufe;  though  they  might 
well  have  refufed  it,  as  it  certainly  was 
not  a  war  wherein-  this  kingdom  was  obliged 
to  take  any  part,  either  by  alliance  or  iute- 
reft.  Aquitaine  alone  was  concerned  in  the 
quarrel  :  but  all  Henry's  fubjeifls  were  then 
fo  well  afFe6ted  to  his  perfon  and  fervice, 
that  they  thought  his  greatnefs  their  own. 

Indeed, 
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Indeed,  till  much  later  times,  whoever  at-]800Kn. 
tends  to  the   hiftory  of  England   will   con*^ 
ftantly  find,  that  when  a  king  governed  well, 
and  knew  how  to  keep  himfelf  on  good  terms 
with  his  barons,  they  were  but  too  ready  to 
affift  him  in  any  foreign  wars,  even  of  am- 
bition and  conqueft.     The  caufe  of  this  may 
be  found  in  the  temper  and  circumftances  of 
our  ancient  nobility,  who,   being   iliiteratCi 
and  ignorant  of  thofe  elegances  of  life  which 
cmbellifli   and   enliven  a  peaceful  ftate,   and 
finding  that  military  merit,  both  by  the  no- 
tions of   the    times   and    inftitutions  of  the 
government,  would  moft  advance  their  repu- 
tation and  fortunes,  were  always  inclined  to 
draw  their   fwords  in  the  quarrels   of  their 
fovere^ign,  if  they  did  not  draw  them  againff 
him.     But,   befides  this   general  inclination, 
it  has  often  been  obferved,  during  the  courfe  of 
this  work,  how  much  our  nobles  were  in- 
fluenced in    their   political    condu£l   by  the 
fiefs  that  many  of  them   held  in  thofe  parts 
of  France  which  were  fubje6l  to  our  kings. 
This  influence   muft   have   increafed  in  the 
reign  of  Henry   the  Second,    whofe  power 
abroad  was  fb  much    greater    than   that   of 
his  anceftors.      It    is   no    wonder    therefore 
that   he  was  able  to  engage   the   barons   of 
England,  and  all  his  military  tenants,  to  af- 
fift him  in  this  wari     Nor  does  it  feem  that 
the  policy  of  thofe  times  ever  regarded  his 
dominions    upon    the    French    continent    as 
prejudicial  to  England.     Thofe   which  were 

maritime 
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BOOK  11.  maritime  provinces  (and  moft  of  them  were 
^"     *^ '     '  fo)  appeared  very  commodious  to  the  Eng- 
lim,  on  account   of  their   trade ;    efpecially 
Normandy  and  Bretagne,    which,  lying  op- 
pofite  to  their  coafts,  fecured  to  that  nation 
the  fovereignty  of  the  whole  Britilh  ocean. 
And  this  advantage  arofe  from  all  his  French 
territories,  that,   while  fo  large  a  portion  of 
that   kingdom   was   under    his   governrrient, 
France  had  much  more  to  fear  from  England 
than    England   from  France.     For  all  thefe 
reafbns,  his  Englifh  fubjedts  were   more  in- 
clined to  urge  him  on  to  an  attempt  of  this 
nature,  than  to  oppofe  or  reft  rain   him.     All 
his  nobility  followed  him  to  this  expedition 
with  incredible  ardour ;   and  (what  was  more 
extraordinary)  Malcolm,  the  young  king  of 
Scotland,    attended  on  him  in   perfon ;    the 
firft  time,   and  the  laft,   that  any  monarch 
of  that  nation  ever  fought  under  an  Englifli 
banner     againft    the    French!     About    the 
middle  of  fummer,  in  the  year  eleven  hun- 
dred and   fifty-nine,   the   confederate   troops 
were  affembled    from  all  parts  in  Guienne, 
and    compofed    fuch    an    army    as     feemed 
more  than  fufficient  to  fubdue  all  the  terri- 
tories of  the  earl  of  Touloufe,  if  the  king 
of   France  remained   neutral.     Thofe   terri- 
V.  P^J^aniel  tories  indeed  were  much  more  extenfive  than 
Fr-nc4:,\  iii.  ^^^^  diftridt  which  at  prefent  belongs  to  that 
p.  12.  city;    for   they  comprehended    the   Quercy 

aiid  almoft  all  Languedoc.     Yet  though  the 
power  of  this  earldom  was  very  confidcrable, 

it 
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it  was  not  equal  to  the  force  which  HenryBOOKiI. 

had    drawn    from    his    own    dominions    in^^ ^ * 

France ;  much  lefs  when  that  force  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  affiftance  of  fuch  potent  con- 
federates, and  by  3  formidable  army  brought 
over   from    England,     The    only  valid   de- 
fence,   which  could  be  oppofed  by  the  earl 
to  aft   enemy   fo    fuperior,    was    the   aid  of 
Louis,  his  fovereign.     But  Henry  had  been 
fo  dextrous,  as  to  prevail  on  that  monarch,  v.  Fitz*Stc- 
tq  promife  him  that  he  would  take  no  part  l^J^}^  ^"^ 
in   this  quarrel ;    and,    from    the   afcendant  *  *    ^^^* 
he  had  gained  in  all  his  counfels,  he  believed 
he  might  rely,  with  the  utmoft  fecurity,  on 
the  performance  of  an  engagement  fo  agree- 
able to  the  tenour  of  his  paft  conduct.     But 
the   pathetick   remonftrances   of  the  earl  of 
Touloufe  roufed  the  good  king  from  his  le- 
thargy.   He  reprefcnted    to   him,   with    all 
the  eloquence  of  grief  and  indignation,    that 
his  beft  friends   were    facrificed  to  his  con* 
ne£lions  with  Henry,  who,  under  the  name 
of  a  vaflal  and  the  maflc  of  a  friend,  was  his 
moft   dangerous  enemy ;    who  already  was 
poffeft  of  the  better  half  of  his  realm,  and 
whom  he  never  could  fatisfy  by  any   con- 
ceflions,    fince   ambition,     like    avarice,    in- 
creafes  by  its  gains :    that  none  of  his  vaf^ 
fals  would  any  longer  hope  protedion  from 
him,   if  he  gave  up  his  own  brother-in-law 
to  the  violence  of  that  prince  ;    and  that  very 
*  hard  would   be  the  fate   of  his   fifter   Con- 
ftahtia,  if,  after  having  feen  the  dutchy  of 

Normandy 
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BOOK  IL  Normandy  torn  from  her  firft  hu&and,  and 
^  given  by  her  brother  himfelf  to  Henry,  who 
had  likewife  deprived  the  family,  into  which 
(he  had  married,  of  the  kingdom  of  Eng-^ 
land,  (he  (hould  alfb  behold  her  (econd  huC- 
band  defpoiled  of  his  territories  by  the  fame 
incroaching  hand  ;  and  this  too  with  the  con* 
lent  of  a  brother  whom  (he  loved,  and  whofe 
afFe£tion  (he  had  never  deferved  to  lofe  by  any 
fault  on  her  part. 

The  good-nature  of  Louis  could  not  be 
infenfible  to  thefe  complaints ;  nor  could  he 
deny  that  the  (lronge(l  reafons  of  prudence 
and ,  policy  called  upon  him  to  reftrain  the 
ambition  of  Henry  from  more  acquifitions 
in  France.  The  motions  of  his  mind  were 
always  fudden  and  violent;  and,  when  once 
he  was  heated,  he  coniidered  no  difficulties, 
and  knew  no  fear.  Following  therefore  the 
impulfe  conamunicated  to  him  by  Raymond, 
v.Neubrlg.  he  not  Only  refolved  to  affift  him  againft 
^*  "*og  *^'  Henry,  but,  before  that  monarch  had  begua 
^  *  the  liege  of  Touloufe,  threw  himfelf  into 
•the  city,  with  only  a  few  foldiers,  refolving 
to  defend  it  to  the  utmpft  extremity,  and 
regardlefs  of  the  danger,  to  which  by  his 
temerity  he  expofed  his  own  perfon,  and, 
together  with  that,  the  whole  kingdom. 
Henry,  who  had  too  confidently  depended 
on  his  promife  to  obferve  a  neutrality,  was 
much-  111 rprifed  and  embarrafled  upon  re- 
ceiving this  newst     Being  doubtful  how  to 

aa, 
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a^,  he  defired  to  bear  the  opinions  of  hisBO.oK.  JL 
council,      Becket    advifed    hiiii    to    march,  y]  Fitz-St©-' 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and  aflault  Tbu-pLcninvita 
loufe;  which,  the  garrifon  being  weak  and^*^-^*^?^""* 
infuffltierit  to   defend   it,    toight    be   eafily  c^adri?,*c.^, 
taken,   and   with  lb  a  morej   impohant   and 
more    glorious    prize,  the  perfou  of  Louis 
himfelf,  who  had   £o   imprudently    thrown 
hirflfeif  into  it  without  an  army.     But  othcrjl 
of  the  council  objefting,  that  it   would   be 
tod  enbrmousi  and  too  criminal  a  violation 
of  the  feudal  allegiance,  for  a  vaflal  to  take 
and  hold  in  captivity  the  perfon  of  his  Lord,.. 
the  chancellor    anfwered,-    TAat  the  king  of 
France  had  then  laid  down  ibe  perfon  of  Henry's, 
liege  lord^ ,  when^   ugainjl  the  engagenients  and 
conventions  betwein  them^  he  had  oppofed  him-* 
felf  to  him  as  an  enemy;    and  therefore   he 
treated  the   fcruple  as  vdin  arid  groundlefs. 
This  opinion  was  agrefeable  to  the  fpirit  and' 
fire  of  his  character ;  andi  if  the  meafure  he 
advifed  had  proved  fuccelsful,  it  would  have 
added  greatly   to  the  glory  and    renown  of 
his  mafter.     The  pride  of  the  Englifti  na- 
tion would  have  been  infinitely  ple'afed  with 
feeing  a  king  of  France  taken   prifoner  by 
their  fovereign,  and  brought  into  England* 
No  equal  triumph  had  yet  graced' the-  annals 
of  that  kingdom ;  and  no  people  in  tlie  whole 
univerfe  are  naturally   more  fetifible  to  any 
iticreafe  of  theit  national  honour  than  the 
Englifh.     Thefe    were    ftrong    reafons    for 
slgreeing  to  the  adtice  of  Becket ;  but  others^ 
Vol.  IL  E  c  o£ 


'4t8  history   of   the   LIFE 

BOOK  IL  of  no  fmall  weight,,  were  urged   againft   k. 
Confidering.  the    number   of  the    fiefs   held 
tinder  Henry,  it  was  highly  for  his   intereft, 
that  the  feudal  principle  of  an  awful  reve- 
rence, on  the  part  of  the  vaflal,  for  the  per- 
fon   of  his   Lord,    fhould    by  no  means   be 
weakened.      His  own  fecurity  depended    fo 
much  upon  it,  that  it  \<ras  very  impc^itick 
for  him  to  fct  an  example  of  ^ftinguiftiing 
it  away  by  a  particular  cafuiflry  and  iubtilties 
of   argument,     which    on    other    occafions 
might  be  turned  againft  him  by  his  vai&ls. 
But  further,  it  was  very  doubtful,  whether 
the  other  princes  and  peers  of  France  would 
fee  the  affair  in  the  fame   lights  as  Becket 
faw  it,  or  allow  his  reafoning  to  be  valid.    If 
they  did  not ;    if  they  confidered  the  offence 
done    by   Henry  figainfl   the  perfon   of  his^ 
Lord  as  an  aft  of  high  treafon,  which  could 
not  be  juftified  by  the  circumftanco3  of  the 
cafe,  he  had  much  to  fear  from  th$ir  refent- 
ment.  Louis,  though  not  highly  efteemed,  was 
beloved  by  his  vaffals..    Many  of  them,  who 
•would  not  intermeddle  in  the  quarrel  between 
the  duke  of  Acquitaine  and  the  earl  of  Tou- 
loufe,  might  take  up  arms  to  free  their  king, 
and  the  fupreme  lord  of  their  fiefs,  from  an 
ignominious    captivity.      Indeed    a    general 
league  of  all  the  princes  and  peer&  of  Fraoce 
.  for  the  deliverance. of  Louis,  and  for  reftrain- 
ing  the  too  formidable  povver  of  JHenry,  vi 
to  be  then  apprehended.     The  latter,  in  fuc 
-a  cafe,'coald  not  depctid'even  on  thofe  wl 

.we 
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\verc  now  hi3  confederates :  and  thus  the  warBOOK  tL 
might  end,  at  laft,  with  great  detriment  to 
him,  by  leparating  from  him  thofe  friends 
and  allies  whom  he  had  laboured  to  gain,  arid 
perhaps  bj.  the  confifcation  of  all  the  territo- 
ries He  held  of  the  crown  of  Fraqcb;  .  But 
there  was  ftill  a  further  reafon,  whicb^  added  ' 
to  the  foregoing,  ..might  poflibly  turn  the 
fcale  in  this  deliberation.  Louis  had  no  iffue 
male. :  his  daughters  by  Eleanor  were  virtually 

^  illegitimated  by  heV'  divorce:  his  prefent 
queen  had  not  bred  for  three  years  fpaft :  if 
he  (hpuldj  happen  to  die  without  a  Ion,  the 
princefs  Margaret.  gfpQufed  to  the  youiijg 
prince  of  .JEnglana,  vvould  be  heirefs  to  his 
kingdom  in.  the  co.urfe  of  defcent.  .Whether 
the  Salick  law,  or  the  ancient  cuftoms  6f  the 
French  nation,,  would  bar  that  right  of  fuc- 
ceffion,  and  give  a^  pi-eference  xo  the  uncle 
before  the  daughter,  was  a  qileftion  not  yet 
decided,  and  more  likely  to  receive  its  deter- 

.    miriation  from  the  arms  of  thofe  who  were 
interefted  in  the  difpCite,   than  from  the  opi- 
nions  of  lawyers-      When   fo   great   a  poN  v.  P.  Daniel 
tion  of  France,  as  the  dutchy  of  .Aquitain€,Hiiloire  de 
was  allowed  to  defcend  to  a  woman,  and  to  ^^^ "*^f'  g^^^ 
be. governed  by  her  huiband,  that  precedent      *  ' 
might  be  naturally  extended  to  the  whole; 
efpecially,  as  the  hufband  of  Margaret,  being 
heir  to  fo  many  territories  within  that  realm^ 
might  well  be  regarded  as  a  French-man.   The 
great  power  and  ihtereft,  which  Henry  had 
there,  with  the  whole  force  of  England  to 
Eea  affift 
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iBdOK  IL  affift  him  ill  the  conteft,  might  very  probably 
^""'^  '  get  the  better  of  all  oppofition  from  her  un- 
cles, and  enable  that  prince  to  make  his  fon 
and  daughter-in-law  king  and  queen  of 
France,  There  was  fomething  in  this  idea 
very  flattering  to  a  mind  fo  ambitious  as  his ; 
but,  to  give  it  any  folidity,  it  was  neceffary  to 
avoid,  with  all  poffible  care,  whatever  might 
alarm  or  offend  the  French,  and  above  all 
things  to  be  cautious,  that  no  opportunity 
ihould  be  given  to  Robert  earl  of  preux,  the 
king's  brother,  to  put  himiblf  at  the  head  of 
any  confiderable  party,  and  get  riie  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom  ihtd  his  hands.  Now, 
if  Louis  Ihould  be  taken  prifotier,  that  carl 
would  probably  be  made  regent ;  and  in  that 
iituation  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  him, 
finding  his  countrymen  cxafperated  and  in- 
cenfed  againft  Henry,  to  bring  the  nation  to 
fettle  the  fucceflion  on  him,  in  caf<?  of  the 
death  of  Louis  without  a  fon.  This  confide* 
ration,  therefore,  together  with  thole  before- 
mentioned,  determined  Henry  to  rejedt  the 
V.  G.  Camb,  counfcl  of  Becket,  fpecious  and  tempting  as 
« Bronii>toii'8  jf  ^35^  Pof ,  though  we  are  told  by  fome 
to44?*  ^*  writers^  it  was  a  faying  of  his.  That  the 
whole  world  is  no  more  than  Jufficient  for  one 
great  maHj  the  fchemes  he  purfued  to  pro- 
mote his  grcatnefs  were  always  guided  by  the 
ibber  dilates  of  policy  and  prudence*  Not 
.  even  the  advice  of  a  favourite,  whofe  opinion 
had  the  highefl  authority  with  him^  could 
induce  him  to  facrifice  a  right  plan  of  condud: 

to 


,  O  F   K  I  N  G   H  E  N  R  Y   IL  411 

/d  the  triumph  of  a  day;  but,  notwithftanduigBOOK  lit 
the  great  vivacity  and  warmth  of  his  temper,^       "^  i  ^ 
he  had  patience  to  wait  for  that  glory,  which 
is  the  certain  but  flow.refult  of  a  feries  of 
wife,  iyftematical  meafures,    Inftead  therefore 
of  haftening  to  lay  fiege  to  Touloufe,  while 
Louis  renaained  in  that  city,  he  declared  his 
refolution,  that,  out  of  refpeB  to  the  perfon  of 
that  king^  he  would  not  bejiege  it.     But  againflrV^Neuferlg, 
all  the  tertitories  of  Earl  Raymond,  except y^J;^j^*j^*_ 
his  capital  only,  he  held  himfelf  at  liberty  to  Hift.fubann* 
make  jvar,  and  made  it  with  all  his  ufual^|^9- 
alacrity:  fo  that  in  lefs  than  three  months  he  p.  I'o^^ 
conquered  the  greater  part  of  the  earldom  of  Chron,Norm, 
Touloufe,  and  took  Cahors,  the  capital  of^'^^^''^^* 
the   Quercy,    with   many  other  caftles  and 
ftrong  places.     Nor  did  Louis  oppofe  him  in 
any  of  thefe  enterprizes,  contenting  hinafelf 
with  fecuring  the  city  of  Touloufe,  firft  by 
his  own  prefence  there,  and  afterwards  by  a 
numerous  body  of  forces,  which  he  brought 
into  it  and  left  there,  befides  repairing  and  v.  Pitz  Sre- 
augmenting  the  fortifications.     But  his  bro-P^enin  vita 
thers,  the  earl  of  Dreux  and  the  bifhop  oiZ]SlnX* 
Beauvais,  had,  by  his  orders,  made  fome  ra-  Quadriiogo, 
vages  on  the  frontiers  of  Normandy.     At  tbe^9^^^^^.  ^^ 
fame  timg  Henry  fent  home  the  earl  of  Blois,  aJaores 
to  attack  the  royal  domain  in  the  parts  about  citat.uifupri 
Orleans;    which  pbliging  the   king  to  pro- 
vide for  the  defence  qf  that  country,  he  could 
pot  a£t  very  powerfully  againft  the  dutchy 
of  Normandy,  or  in  aid  of  earl  Raymond*  No 
exploit  of  great  importance  was  done  on  that 
%b  I  fide 
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BOOK  XL  fide  by  either  party,  through  the  whole  courfb 

^/of  the  fummer,  or  during  the  months  of  Au-* 

guft  and  September  :  but,  about  the  begitining 

of  OiSlober,  Henry,  having  repaired  the   for-* 

V.  Fitz-Stc-  tifications  of  Cahors,  to  cover  and  fecure  his 

pheninvita  conquefts  itt  Languedoc,  committed  it  to  the 

et  johann.  in  cuftody  of  h\s  chancellor,  Becket,  and  leaving 

Quadniogo,,  hi$  allies,  the  carls  of  Barcelona,  Montpellier, 

v?Niabrig,  ^^^   Nifmes,    to    continue    the    war  in    the 

1.  ii.  c  xo.    earldom  of  Toulqufe,  returned  with  the  maia 

m7ubTifn.^^'^X  of  his  own  troops  into  Normandy  ;  froai 

1159.  whence,    after  he  had  given  fome  repofe  to 

Chr.  Brompt,  j^js  foldiers,  he  made  an  incurfion   into   the 

^*hTon.Norm.Beauvoiris,.took   Gerbcroi,  a  ftrong  fortrefs, 

p-995».99^»  and  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  excepting  one 

97'  tower,    which    the  flame  and  fmoke  of   the 

buildings,  that  had  been  fired  round  about  ir, 

hindered  bis    men   from   approaching.      He 

alfo  deflroyed  many*  villages  and  farms  of  that 

country,  in  revenge  of  the  cruel  devaftations, 

which  the  bifhop  of  Beauvais  had  made  p^ 

the  borders  gf  Normandy, 

Thus  were  his  arms  in  all  places  viftorious  5 
l)Ut,  while  he  was  carrying  on  thefe  warlike 
operations,  he  gained  no  Tefs  by  intrigues. 
For,  in  confequence  ofafecret  treaty,  cour 
eluded  with  Simon  de  Montfort,  earl  of  Eve- 
^euXf  h^  prevailed  upon  that  lord  to  receive 
'  Norm^in  grinifons  into  three  of  his  towns, 
Montford  TAma-uri,  Epernon,  and  Roche- 
fort  J  by  which  he  entirely  cut  off  the  com- 
!piunic4Uon  of  Paris  vyith  pftampes  and  with 

^  Orleans* 
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Orleans.     This  was  an   advantage   of  great  BO  OK  11. 
confequence.     Louis,    who  felt    himfelf  cx-^       "^^    ' 
tremely    diftrefled    by  it,    and    perhaps    was 
touched  with  the  extraordinary  mark  of  rc- 
fped:   which  Henry  had  4bewn  him,   inclined 
to  peace  ;  an  inclination   the  latter  was  ever 
difpofed    to    comply   with,    for    the    reafons 
abovementioned,   and  more  efpecially  at  this^ 
time,   when  the  feafon  of  the  year  made  it 
neceffary  for  him  to  draw  his  'forces,   which 
had  been  greatly  fatigued,  into  winter  quar- 
ters.      A    truce    was    therefore    concluded, 
which  was  to  laft  from  Chrlftmas  till  eight 
days    after    Whitfundny;    and  in    the -mean 
while    negociations    for    peace    were    carried 
on  .with  fuccefs.     Becket  was,  undoubtedly, 
the    chief   negociator  on    the  part    of  King 
Henry,   whofe    favour   he   had   gained  'more 
abfolutely  than  ever,  by  great  fervices  in  this 
war,   not  only  as  a  counfellor,  but  as  a  fol- 
dier  and  a  leader.     For  he  brought  into  the  V.  Fit2-Ste- 
field  feven  hundred  knights,   all  of  his  own  P"^'^^"^^"^^ 
houfhold.     And   it  muft  be    obferved,    thatet  Johann.  in 
every  one  of  thefe  was  attended  by  a  fquire.  Qiiadriiogo, 
The  writers  of  Becket's  life  affirm,  that   a^'^'^°' 
great  number  of  barons  and  knights  of  Eng- 
land did  homage  tb  him,  which  he  received 
with  a  referve  of  their  fealty  to  the  king,  and 
thereupon  gave  them  his  protection  and  pa- 
tronage.     They    alio    tell    usi    that  ^  many 
noblenien,  not  only  of  England,   but  of  the 
neighbouring   countries,    fe,nt  their    children 
to  be  educated,  and  trained  to  chivalry,  in 
E  e  4  his 
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BOOK  n.  his  family,   and   under  his  difciplinc.     It  is 
r  M       "no,  wonder,    therefore,    that  he  was  able  tq 
lead  {o  numerous  a  band  to  this  e:^pedition; 
and,  we  are  aflured,  they  were  efteemed  the 
YrAviaorcs  braveft    fpldiers    in    all    the    king^s    army^ 
iT^  ^^     charging  firft,  and  daring  moft,  in  every  en- 
"^^  '  gagement.     Nor  was  the  chancellor  himfelf 

Icfs  forward  than  they.  When  the  king 
went  into  Normandy,  he  was  left  in  the 
Quercy,  to  defend  Cahors  and  the  other 
'  conqueft^  jnade  in  that  province  ;  but  he  did 
more :  he  took  by  ftorm,  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  three  caftles  in  thQfe  parts,  which 
were  accounted  impregnable,  and  for  that 
reafon  had  been  left  unattempted  by  Henfy. 
He  alfp  palTed  the  Garonne,  and  made  in- 
roads into  the  earldom  of  Touloufe  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river.  After  performing 
thcfe  fervipes,  he  left  his  hquftiold  forces  to 
garrifon  the  forts  he  had  taken,  as  well  as 
thofe  which  the  king  had  committed  to  his 
cuftody,  and  rejoined  that  prince  in  Nor* 
inandy :  but  he  did  not  go  thither  unat- 
tended :  for  he  hired  at  his  own  charges 
twelve  hundred  knights,  and  four  thoufand 
ftipendiafies  of  an  inferior  degree,  to  ferve 
\inder  him  there  forty  days.  The  knights 
not  only  received  from  him  a  very  liberal 
pay,  but  were  conftantly  fed  at  his  expence, 
and  many  of  them  at  his  table.  During  this 
jpart  of  his  Avarfare,  he  engaged,  in' fingle 
combat,  Engelran  de  Trie,  a  French  knight, 
ytxy  famous  for  his  valour,  difmounted  him 

witK 
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with  hi5  lance,  and  gained  his  horfe,  whlch^^OQ^^  ^^; 
he  led  ofF  in  great  triumph.     It  was  not  very        " 
decent    for    an    archdeacon  of  Canterbury   ta 
diftinguifh    himfelf  by  fuch   exploits.     The 
canons  of  the  church  were  ftrong  againfl:  it  y 
but  thofe  canons  were  difregarded  by  many 
of  the  bifliops  :  and  Beckct  had  fo  pafliohate 
a  defire   of  glory,    that   he  fought  it  in  all 
ways,  and  among  all  forts  of  perfons.     Be-         • 
fides,  he  knew  that  the  king*s  temper  >yould   ' 
incline  that  prince  to  efteem  and  love  him 
the  more  for  this  military  merit ;  a  fympa- 
thy  of  charafter  being  the  ftrongeft  bond  of 
afFedion.     And,  had  he  been  only  of  ufe  to 
his  mafter  in  the  cabinet,  another  might,  in 
the  field,  have  acquired  fuch  an  infliuence,  as 
he  could  not  afterwards  have  removed'. 

From  the  conclufion  of  the  truce  in  De-  Chron.Norm. 
camber   eleven   hundred  and   fifty-qine,    till  h  997- 

-  r  r  Neubng.l.u. 

May  the  next  year,  nothmg  of  conlequence  c.  10. 
was   done,  either  by  Louis  or  Henry :    but 
in  that  month    they    concluded  a  treaty   of 
peace,  the  terms  of  which  were  advantageous 
and  honourable  to  Henry  :  for  he  retained  all 
his  conquefts,  except  fome  towns  and  caftles 
in  Languedoc,  which  he  reftored  to  his^  ally  see  the  treaty 
the  earl  of  Nifmes,  from  whom   they    had|jV^^^PP5'^* 
been  unjuftly  and  violently  taken  by  the  earl  ^^'  ^'  ^^  * 
pf  Touloufe.     All  that  had  belonged  to  the 
earldom  of  Poitou,  and  all  its'  rights^  were 
conifirmed  to  Kim,  except  the  city  of  Tou- 
loufe, and  fo  much  of  that  province  as  he 
'  had 
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BOOK  II. had  not  yet  fubdued :  nor  did  he  relinquifli 
*  ^  "^his  claim  even  to  thefe,  but  only  granted 
'  to  the  earl  a  truce  of  one  year;  and  it  is 
cxprefled  in  the  treaty,  that  this  conceffion 
was  made  out  of  alFedion  to  Louis,  and  with 
a  faving  of  Henry's  honour  (by  which  I  under- 
fland  the  homage  due  from  the  earl)  and  of 
his  own  rights  and  thofe'  of  his  heirs  and 
Ch«>«-Nof"^*  fucceflbrs.  Thus  did  he  gain  the  greater 
^  ^  •  part  of  the  territories  which  before  the  war 
had  been  enjoyed  by  the  earl  of  Touloufe ; 
and  he  had  good  reafon  to  hope,  that  time 
would  enable  him  to  acquire  the  remainder. 
The  earl  of  Evreux  was  fecured,  by  an  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty,  againft  any  efFefts  of  the 
fee  the  treaty  fefgQtment  of  Louis  on  account  of  the  aflift- 
)2x\p. pSI^'ance  he  had  given  to  Henry;  and  certain 
rights,  which  he  claimed,  were  ftipulated 
for  him.  Some  of  the  other  confederates, 
and  even  thofe  who  were  vaflals  to  Henry, 
were  left  at  full  liberty  to  continue  the  war 
againft  the  earl  •  of  Touloufe ;  only  it  was 
agreed,  that  they  fhould  receive  no.afliftance 
from  the  former,  till  the  expiration  of  the 
truce  which  he  had  made  with  the  earl. 
There  was  moreover  another  part  of  this 
treaty  very  beneficial  to  that  king.  For  he 
was  empowered  by  it  to  take  poffeffion  of 
the  whole  Norman  Vexin,  v^ith  Gifors  and 
the  other  caftles  belonging  thereunto,  in  tbree 
years  from  the  next  feaft  of  the  Virgin  Mary's 
Affumption,  y^r /i'^  ufe  and  hentfit  of  his  fon^ 
.fis  a  marriage  portion  given  to  him  with  tht 

daughter 
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daughter    of   Louts.     And  even   within  /^^/BOOKII. 
time  J  if  the  prince  of  England  (hould  efpoufe 
the    faid    princefs     with  the    confent   of  the    - 
churchy   the  faid  province   and   caftles   were 
to  be  delivered  to  Henry  for  the  ufe  of  his 
fon.     Three  great  fiefs  of  the  Norman  Vexin 
were  alfo  fecured  to  that  monarch  by  this 
treaty,  even  if  the  princefs  (hould  die  before 
the  term  there  affigned  ;  in  which  cafe  it  was 
agreed  that  the  reft  of  the  province  (hould  be 
reftored  to  her  father.     The  caftles,  in  the 
mean  while,  were  to  remain  in  the  cuftody  of 
the  knights  templars,  according  to  the  tenour 
of  the  former  convention,   which  had  been 
,  concluded  by  Becket,  when  the  match  was 
agreed  upon,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 
fifty-eight.      Thefe    ftipulations    opened    to 
Henry  a  much  nearer  profpefl  of  obtaining 
the  Vexin,  than  he  had  by  that  convention, 
befides  the  ceflion  made  to  him  of  the  three 
fiefs  abovementioned,   in  all  events.     For  it 
might  well  have  been  doubted,  whether  the 
ceremony  of  his  efpoufal,   before  the  parties 
were  of  an  age  to  confummate  the  marriage, 
would  be  fufficient  to  authorize  the  delivery 
of  that  province  into  his  hands,   according  to 
the  intention  of  the  former  agreement.     And, 
if  he  had  been  to  wait  for  it  till  the  prince 
and   princefs   were    marriageable,    the    delay 
would  have  been  much  longer  than  the  term 
of  three    years    prefcribed    by    this    treaty, 
yVhercas  he  had  now  a  clear  right  even  to 

fliortea 
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BOOK  11.  fliorten  that  term.  Upon  the  whole,  thete 
*^  —  was  no  caufe  for  his  being  much  difcontented 
with  the  iffue  of  the  war,  though  he  had  not 
gained  all  that  he  propofe^l  to  himfelf  when 
farft  he  undertook  it.  The  charge  indeed  had 
been  great ;  but  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
it  did  not  diminifh  his  treafures,  having  been 
fupplied  by  the  fcutage  which  he  levied  in 
England  and  his  other  dominions.  It  is  ob- 
fcrvable,,  that  the  firft  mention  we  meet  with 
in  hiftory  of  this  impofition  on  knights-fees, 
which  became  afterwards  very  frequent,  is 
upon   this  occafion.     Henry  the  Second  ap- 

Eears  to  have  been  the  inventor  of  it :  at  leaft 
e  was  the  firfl  who  brought  it  into  England. 
It  was  a  commutation  for  the  duty  of  perfonal 
fervice  in  foreign  wars;  and  thofe  upon  whom 
it  was  charged  contributed  then  to  the  expence 
of  fuch  wars,  in  much  the  fame  manner  as 
landholders  do  now,  but  with  lefs  inequality. 
The  inferior  military  tenants  were  ealed,  by 
being  fr^ed  from  the  obligation  of  following 
their  lords  a  great  way  from  their  homes,  ac- 
cording to  the  original  condition  of  their  te- 
;)ures ;  and  the  fervice  was  better  done  by 
the  foldiers  hired  with  the  money  which  this 
impofirion  produced,  becaufe  they  were  not 
entitled,  like  thofe  for  whom  they  ferved,  to 
a  difcharge  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  nor  were 
\       '      .  they  fo    intractable   to    martial   difcipline  as 

moft  of  the  others.     Mercenary  forces  were 
fluis  introduced  into  the  armies  of  England, 
,  deligiied 
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defigncd  to  ferv«  abr^ad^  inftead  of  vaflals  by  »oOK  il. 
knigbt-fervice,    though  ftill  conneSed  with,        ^     ^- 
and  dependant  on,  the  military  tenures ;  ai>d 
there  feems  to  have  been  an  absolute  nSceffity 
for  it,  to  anfwer  the  exigencies  of  the  many    ' 
foreign  wars   which   the  EnglilK   w^e   en- 
gaged in  after  the  entraiice  of  the  Normandy 
and  elpecially  under  the  family  of*  the  Plan* 
tagenet^;  the  feudal  militia  being  fitter  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  than  for  expe- 
^tions  into  countries  very  remote, from  their 
dwellings* 

TTie  fcutage  levied  in  England  for  the  war  See  note  on 
of  Touloufe   was   a   hundred-   and   fburfcore  ^^^  ^^^c  0^ 
thQufand    pounds^    which,  ^computing    tbe"^^"^' 
quantity  of  filver  contained  iii  thofe  pounds^ 
and  the  value  thereof  in  thofe  days,  compared 
with  the  prefent,  is  equal  to  two  millions  feven 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fteirling.     Yet,  con- 
fidering  the  diftance  of  Touloufe  from  Eng- 
land, the  liberty  of  paying  this  fum,  inftead  of 
going  thither,  was  a  wtxy  great  eafe  to  the  mi- 
litary tenants. 

It  was,  I  prefume,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  parliarnent,  which  Henry  held 
at  Worcefter  before  he  {Qt  out  on  this  entet- 
ptize,  that  he  toiade  thia  alteration  in  the 
terms  of  knight-fervice,  which  continued 
many  centuries  after  his  reign.  He  never 
negleded  to  confult  with  that  affembly  on  . 
proper  occafions,  and  this  was  moft  poper  i 

nor 
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lOOKlL  nor  can  we  I'eafcmably  fuppoie  that  he  would 
ftriain  his  prerogative,  to  introduce  fuch  a  no- 
velty without  their  concurrence,  when  he 
roight  be  certain  to  obtaid.  itwith  a  geoeral 
iatisfaftion.  It  may  he  therefore  prefunaed 
that  a  parliamentary  fan<9:i0^'  was  given,  in 

^the  abovementiQned  council,  :to  this  new  me- 
thpd  of  commuting  for  the .  duty  of  foreign 
fervice,  and  tp  thfe '.  payment  of  fuch  a  com- 
mutation foi*  this  particular  war :  but  it  feems 
that  the  afleflinent  was  then  left  to  the  king: 
whereas  we  find  ft  declared,  by  the  charter 
of  King  John,  that  fcutages  ought  to  be 
affeft  by  the.teaapts  iu  chief  of  the  crown 

vaffembled  in  parliament.  .  The  reafon  of  this 
alteration  was,  I  fuppoie«  the  oppreifions, 
which,  under  the  government  of  that  prince 
and  of  Richard  the  Firft,  their  tenants  had 
fuffcred  by  arbitrary  affeflments.  But  thofe 
made  by  this  king  are  referred  to  in  the  char- 
ters of  Henry  the  Third,  as  the  beft  rule  to 
be  followed. 

HovcdCTi,  During   the.  courfe  of  the  .war  with  tSc 

^n."iij9.    ^^^1  ^f  Touloufe,  as  Henry  returned  out  of 
Chron.Norm.  LangUedoc     tnto    Nofmatidy,     William    de 
P-99^'         Blois,.  who,    with   the   other   barons  of  his 
.  realm,   had   ferved   him   in  that   enterprize, 
fell  ftck,  and  died.    The  only  one  of  the  late 
king's    legitimate    offspring,    that   now    re- 
mained alive,  was  his  daughter  Mary,  a  nun, 
and    abbefs    of   Rumfey    in    Hampftiire.    I 
fcemed  to  be  the  intereft  of  Henry  to  let  he. 

continue 
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continue  in  this  ftate,  thgt  the  lawful  poftc- ROOK  II, 
rity  of  Stephen    plight   be   vvholiy    extinft;-^       ^'■**'^ 
which    would    more    abfolutely   fecure    the 
houfe  of  Plantagenet   againft  -the  poflibility 
of  any  difpute,  in  tinies  to  come,  concerning 
their   right  to  the  crown ;  but  views  of  pre-    . 
fent  advantage  inclined  him  t;o  overlook  this 
qonfideratioiii     Of  all  the  potentates  on  the 
continent,   except  the  king -of  France,  there- 
was   none  who  could  bc^nefit  or  hurt  hina  fo 
niuch,   ds  his   uncle,  the   earl  of  Flanders. 
He   had .  difcharged   with    great   ficjelity   the 
truft  repofcd  in  hin>,  as  guardiajn;of  Flanders, 
and  of  Philip,  the  earl's   eldefl:  fon,  during 
th?  time  that  the  earl  remained  in  the  p.c^fl. 
This  was    unqueflionabjy-  g  mod   eiidearing 
obligation  conferred  "on    thpfe   princes:    yet^i 
.  hcwiftieii  to  oblige  them  ft  ill  more,  by  ex- 
tending his  favours  to  Philip's  younger  bro- 
ther,   who   wanted   an  eftabhfliment   greater  .         . , 
than  the  appanage  his  father  could  give  hip,     .         / 
•  Nothing  appeared   fo  proper  for  him  as  the 
-  earldom  of  Boulogne,    which,  -lying  conti- 
guous to   his  father's   dominions,    and  being 
very   conliderable  in  its  commerce  and  ma- 
ritime power,  would  add  not  a  little  to.  the 
ftrength,  of  the   family,  as  well  as  advance 
his  own  fortune.     This  province  indeed  was 
a  fief  of  the  earidom   of  Flanders;    but  the  . 
earl  could  not.  give  it  in  any  other  manner 
than,,  according!    to    the   eftabli(hed    rule   of 
fucc^ffion:    and   his  fon  had  no   title  to  it, 
unleis.  he  gained  one  by  a  marriage  with  the 

daughter 
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BOOK  II.  daughter  of  Stephen.    The  lady  herfelf  was 
^~    -   •   '  defirous  of  quitting  the  veil ;  either  having 
,    taken  it  againft  her  will,  or  finding  by  expe- 
rience that  vows  of  celibacy  are  kept  with     I 
more  difficulty  than   they  are   made.     The     ' 
ecclcfiaftical  laws   oppofed  her  inclinations: 
but  princes  might,  on  fome  occaiions,    dif- 
penfe  with  thofe  laws ;  and  the  death  of  her 
brother  without  ilTue  had  fo  eflentially  alter- 
ed her  circumflances,  from  what  they  had 
•  lt>cen  at  the  time  when  (he  engaged  in  a  mo- 
naflic  life,  that  (he  might  now,  with  good 
reafbn,  and  no  appearance  of  levity,  retrad 
that  engagement.     The  papal  power  eould     ^ 
releafe  her,  and  to  that  ftie  would  certainly     i 
Dlccto,fub.  have   applied   for   relief:    but  Pope  Adrian 
anil.  1 159-    having  died  a  little  before  the  deceafe  of  her     ; 
brother,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  a  double  ele£lion  had  cauied  a  fchifm, 
Idem,  fub     which  was  yet  undecided.     It  was   by  m 
cIT'n^    means  advifeable  to  wait  till  the  end  of  it; 
0.907-  °^'for  (bme  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Blois  would 
Henbcrtus  in  before  that  time  have  made  good  his  claim 
SiThiML  ^o   t^^   earldom.     This   Henry   feared;   and 
Beckct.        moreover  he  was  glad  of  fuch  an  opportunity 
to  ferve  the  two  families   of  Flanders   and 
of  Blois.     He  therefore  confented  that  the 
lady  fliould  be  flolen  from  her  convent,  and 
conveyed  out  of  England  i  which   was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  the  marriage  was  con- 
fummated  in  the  month  of  May  of  the  year 
eleven  hundred   and   lixty.     Becket  oppofed 
it,  on  account  of  the  fcandal  and  ofience  to 

religion  j 
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religion  J  in  which  inftancc,  and  in  that  alope^BOOK  n* 

jtie  appeal's  to  have  aded  upon  the  |aqie  prin*'    ^"^  v  ^ 

tiples  while  he  wis  chancel  lor,  ?s  he  after-         ^ 

wards  did   when    archJbi(hop  of  Canterbury^ 

But  this  oppofition  was  fruitlefs  :  for,  though 

he  wis  firft  in  Hetiry'?  favour,  the  mind  of 

that  king  w^s  too  great  and  roya|,  to  let  his 

judgnient  b^  fubjefted  to  the' authority' of  a    . 

fcrvant,  '  Nor  did  he  fee  any  rpafon  for  his    ' 

being  more  fcrtip^lous  in  fuch  an  gfFair  thai] 

his  uncle  the' earl  6f  Flanders,  who  certainly 

did  not  oppofe,  but,  in  all  probability,  defirecj 

and  folicited  this  match  for  his  fon,  though  hq 

was  renowned  for  his  piety  above  any  prince 

of  thiat  age,  .  '  '  '  '^        ' 

In  confcquence  of  the  deceafe  of  William  Ch^on-Norm, 
of  Blois,    flehry'had    al(b  '  the '  means   of^^f^^'' 
£tiaking  an  ample  provifioh  for  Harnelin,  his 
katural  brothfer,  hy  marrying  hin^  to'  the  wi-  . 
dow  of  that   prince,   wl^o   was 'da\ighter  to 
William  of  Warren^     She  brought *^to  her  fe-  - 
tond'hufband  the  earldom* of  Sur^y,'w}th  all 
'the  other  honors  anH  pbffeffions  of  h?r  father 
ill   Enjgland*.  fend"  Normandy :    poffeuions   fo 
great,  that,*  without 'alarming  the  jealpufy  of 
the  crdwn,  they  coul^  not  have  been  added 
tb  the  wealth  of  any  other 'ncible  f^mify  ;  ef- 
jpfecially  as  thie  kdy,  to  wjiqm  tfiev  had  de- 
fcended^  was  very  Nearly  aflied  in  blopd  to 
the  kings  of  France  and  Scotland.     It  w{i|j| 
iherefore,  not  onlji^'from  affedion  to  his  Ijro-* 
)her,' but  from  the' lAaXims  of '  gbod  policy 


434  HISTORY  OF  THE  LIFE 

BOOK  IL  and  reafon  of  ftate,  that  Henry  interefted  him^ 
"         felf  in  this  match. 

He  had  but  juft  accommodated  his  quar- 
rel with   Louis  about  Touloufe,  when   the 
attention  of  both  of  them  was  called  to  a 
bufinefs    which   divided    the    whole    Latin 
church,  the  double  eleftion  of  the  cardinals 
Odlavian  and  Orlando  to  the  Roman  ponti- 
ficatel     A  great  majority  of  the  facred  col- 
lege had  voted   for  Orlando,  who  took  the 
name  of  Alexander  the  Third ;  but  yet  his 
eledlion  was  liable  to  many  objeftions.     Oc- 
tavian,  who  called  himfelf  Vi(3:or  the  Fourth, 
had  the  prote£lion  of  the  emperor  Frederick 
v.Radcvic,   the   Firft,   furnamed   Barbaroffa.     For  what 
FreSricfL*  reafons   he   had   it   we  are   told  in   a  letter 
Imperat.  1.  ii.  from  the  bifliop  of  Bamburgh  to  the  arch- 
P-3^^5^j32Jbi(hop  of  Saltzburgh:  "  It  appeared  (fay s  the 
Aa.Alexand.  former    prelate)  .tnat,    before    the    eledion^ 
apud  Baron.  Qrlando   himfelf,    and  the   cardinals   of  his 
party,  had  confpired  with  the  king  of  Sicily 
and   other  enemies. of  the  empire;    having 
even  bound  themfelves  with  an  oath,  which 
feemed  very  repugnant  to  the  found  Chriftian, 
doftriiie,  inafmuch  as   it  abfolved    the  fub- 
I'5i!Ii."*J^^^   of  the  emperor    from   their  oaths   of 
c.  7/.  '  *    fidelity,  and  forbad   all  perfons  to  pay  him. 
Idem  ibidem,  ^ny  obedience.'*     We  find,  by  another  letter, 
^*^^'  written  about  the  fame  time,  that  they,  took 

this    oath    in    the   preffence    of  Adrian    the 
'     '  Tourth,  a  little  before  his  deceafe,  and  alio 

.    .        fwore,  that,  whenever  the  fee  (houjd  become 

vacant, 
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vacant,  they  would  not  eled  any  pope,  ex- BO  OK  ir? 
cept  one  of  their  party,  and  who  fliould  be'     '  ^'-^  -^ 
under  the  fame  engagements.     Well,  there-.' 
fore;  might  Frederick  incline  to  difpute  the 
eleftion  of  Orlando,  and  favour  his  adverfary ; 
efpecially  ^s  the  latter  had  been  always  of 
the    imperial   .faflion,     Many    emperors    of 
Germany,  his  predeceflbrs,  had  not  only  ex- 
ercifed  a  right  of  confirming,   but  even  of  ,    ^ 
clefting,     or    nominating,     the     bi(hops    of 
Rome.     In  the  year  of  our  Lord  nine  hun-'V.Luitprand, 
dred  and  fixty-thrg?,  Otho  the  Firft  obliged^' ^^ 
the  Roman  people  and  Pope  I^eo  the  Eighth 
to  yield  to  him  that  privilege,    which  was 
conftantly   maintained   by  his    fon    and   his 
grandfon,    though    qpt   without  occafioijing 
many    tumults    an4 .  feditions^      Afti^r    thePiatbainviry 
death    of  the  latter,   thp   imperial  .^^^^orky^^J^'^i^^f^ 
diminiflied  inJRome  ;  and  the  people  refumedotho  Frifing! 
the^le<aion  of  the  popes,  together  with  the^- ^^'*^^°^^ 
(rlergy,    till,    moft  intolerable  diforders   andonuphnup 
fcandajs  arifing  from  the  ill  ufethey  were^^^.^bronko, 
found  to  make  of  their  power,  the  emperor -^^j^q^'^* 
Henry  the  Third,  furnamed  the  Black,  took  Father  Paul, 
it  frorn  them  again,   and  nbminatecl  fuccef- ^^  l^"^^^*^*? 
lively  four  popes,  who  were  Germans,     But,  ''^' 

during  the  minority  of  his  fon  Henry  the 
Fourth,  Nicholas  the  Second,  er).Cfoaching 
on  the  prerogative  of  that  prince,  mad^  4 
new  conftitution,  whereby  the  cardinal  bj- 
(hops  were  firftto  confult  about  the  elpftion 
of  a  pope,  then  to  call-in  the  cardjn^'l  pripfts^ 
gnd^    thirdly,   the  inferior    clergy   and   |he 
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BOOK  IL  people  of  Rome,  for  their  confent,  faving 
the  honour  and  reverence  due  to  the  emperor. 
Thefe  laft  words  preferved  indeed  to  the; 
emperor  the  right  of  confirmation ;  though 
not  fo  explicitly  as  he  might  have  defired; 
but  Alexander  the  Second  having  been 
chofen  according  to  this  conftitution,  Henry, 
in  order  to  (ignify  his  refentmcnt  thereof,, 
refufed  to  confirm  that  ele^ioD,  and  named 
tQ  the  papacy  the  bifhop  of  Parmat  upon 
the  recommendation  of  Gerard  his  chancel- 
lor. Neverthelefs,  on  the  death  of  that  nu- 
nifter,  about  three  years  afterwards,  he  con- 
ipnte4  to  depofe  the  bifhop  of  Parma  and 
aclfnowledge  Pope  Alexander,  who  ixidde 
Him  a  moft  ungrateful  return  for  that  favour. 
But  Gregory  the  Seventh,  fucceeding  to  the 
papacy  after  the  deceafe  of  that  pontiff,  not 
only  attempted   to  take  from  the  emperors 

See  Father    ajl  (hare  whatfocver  in  the  eleftions  of  popes, 

SrfmaT'^^^  ih  thofe  of  all  other  clergymen;  judg-. 

:era,c.23,24.ing  that  l]G  fliould  better  be  able  to  fupport 
the  claim  of  his  fee,  by  making  it  the  ge- 
neral caufe  qf  the  church.  This  conteft 
continued  during  more  than  half  a  century, 
under  fix  pontiffs,  who  maintained  it,  not 
only  with  their  fpiritual  weapons,  but  by 
exciting  the  moft  horrid  rebellions  and  trea- 
.  fons,  and  arming  the  fon  againfl  the  father, 
as  .well  as  the  lubje£t  againft  the  fovereign. 
Nor  were  the  emperors  eafiiy  vanquiflied 
in  a  quarrel  of  fuch  importance.  Near  four- 
fcore  battles  were  fought,  in  defence  of  their 
*  authority, 
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authority,  by  Henry  the  Fourth  and  HctiryBOOK:  ir. 
the  Fifth,  before  the  i^recment  of  the  latter''       ""      ^ 
with  Pope  Calixcus  the  Second,  in  the  year 
eleven  hundrfid  atld  twenty-two:    and  even V. Abb! Uf- 
that  was  made  with  fiich  temperaments,  a^^^iJ^n^f^S 
preferved  to  him  fome  df  his  ancient  preroga-ann.  1122. 
tives  in  all  eledtons  of  bilHdpSt  ekcept  thofe  ofV^^^^rVa^uU 
the  popes  I  but  from  them  he  knd  his  fuccef-onuphr,  Aa- 
fors  were  after  this  time  entirely  excluded,  not.  ad  vit. 
And,  in  confequence  of  a  quarrel  betwieeii  In-  ''*"^^"^* 
nocent  the  Second  and  the  people  of  Rome, 
that  pdntifF  deprived  thefe  alio  of  the  right  of 
elediort* 

The  6mperor  Frederick  Barbarofla,  one  of 
the  greateft  and  braveft  that  ever  had  afccn- 
dted  the  ipiperial  throne,  was  now  ftruggling' 
to  aflert  fo  much  of  thie  power  His  prede- 
ceffors  had  loft,  as^  in  the  extraordinary  cafe 
of  a  double  elfedion,  t6  give  the  preference 
to   that    cardinal    whd    was    df   his   party, 
againlt  one   who  was  Openly   leagued    with 
his  enemies.     He  did  hot  pretend  any  right  Radev.mfup 
to  determine   this  caufe   by  his  own    (ingle^- 54»  55»5^ 
authority,  knowing  that  the  times  would  not  A( 't.  Aiexand , 
bfear  it;  but  called  a  general  council  at   Pa- *pu<i  Baron, 
yiaj   td   which   he  invited  the  bi(hops,   not 
only  of  Germany   and  of  Italy,    but  of  all 
Europe,  and  cited  to  it  both  popes,  with  the 
cardinals  of  each  party,     Vidot*  obeyed,  but 
Alexander  refufed ;  denying  that  the  empe- 
ror had  power  to  call  a  council  without  his 
confent^  or  to  fummon  him  to  appear  in  his 
F  f  3  prefence. 
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feooK  II.  prefence,    ad   if  he  had  any  authority  ovet 
'  him.     "  Chrift    (he  faid)    had   given  to  St* 
*^  Peter  and  his   fucceflbrs   the  privilege  of 
^*  judging  all  cafes  wherein  the  church  was 
*<  concerned  J  which  rij^^ht  the  fee  of  Rome 
*'  had  always  preferved,  and  had  never  fub-* 
"  mitted  to  any    other   judgment.**      This 
was  not  only  begging   the  queftion  in  dis- 
pute,, that  he  was   the  rightful  fucceflbr  of 
St*  Petcr^  but  arrogating  to  his  fee  fuch  pre-* 
fcgatives,  as  all  hiftory  contradicted  no  lefs 
than  the  gofpcl,  and  fuch  as  had  never  been 
acknowledged    by   any   emperor.     Belides,  it 
was  evident^   that^   if  thele  pretenfions  werri 
admitted,    it    would    be   impoffible  to  end  a 
fchifm  between  two  popes  ;  fince  each  might 
equally   plead   this    privilege    of   exemptioii 
from  all  other  judgment,   and  Would  be  fure 
to  pafs  fentence  in  favour  of  himfelf.     But 
as  Vi&bt  carne,  and  fubmitted  his  caufe  to 
the  council,  it  gave  a  reafonable  prejudice  in 
his   behalf;    his   adverfary   was  cenfured   as 
guilty   of  contumacy }    arid,   after^  a   proper 
examination  of  witneflbs,  he  was  declared  td 
have  been  duly  elefted.     Frederick  took  card 
to  prevent  any  objedion  againft  this  dccifioa 
on  account  of  its  being  made  by  the  fecular 
power ;  for  he  coqfin^d  the  examination  and 
>  judgment   of  the   caufe  to  the   ccclefiafticks 
alone.  There  we're  prefent  in  the  council  about 
fifty  bilhops,  befides  a  great  number  of  abbots 
and  other  dignified  clergymen ;  but  all  Ita- 
lians^ or  fubjefts  of  the  empire.     The  kings 

of 
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of  Bohemia  and  Denmark,  with  almoft  allBOOKii. 
the  princes  of  the  empire,  attended  in  per-  y^  Radevic. 
ibn,  and  fubfcribed  to  the  determination  inc  54, 5s,s6» 
favour  of  Viftor.     The  king  of  Hungary  de-7^^  Alexand. 
clared    his   aflent  to   it   by  his  embafladors.  apud  Baron/    i 
The  kings  of  France  and  of  England   had.  . 

alfo  minifters  in  the  council;  but  the  former  ^s 

of  thefe  refufed  to  engage  himfelf  any  fur- 
ther, than  not  to  acknowledge  either  Alex- 
ander or  Viftor  as  pope,  till  he  fliould  re- 
ceive a  fuller  information  of  the  merits  of 
the  caufe  by  embafladors  from  the  eiupcror; 
and  the  latter  declared,  that,  in  this  and  all 
other  affairs,  his  conduft  fhould  be  confor- 
mable to  that  of  the  king  of  France.  Louis,: 
before  the  council  was  afl'embled,  had  paid' 
him  the  fame  compliment  with  regard  to 
this  queftion:  and  indeed  it  was  for  their 
mutual  intereft  not  to  difagree  on  fuch  a 
point :  as  their  difference  would  have  pro- 
duced a  fchifm  in  France,  which  muft  have 
been  very  troublefome  and  hurtful  to  both. 
The  French  monarch  w^s  ftrongly  urged  to 
determine  for  Alexander,   by  all  the  power  :i( 

that   His   queen,  who   was   zealous   for  that 
pontiff,  had  over  his  mind,  and  by  the  per- 
fuafions  of  much  the*  major  part  of  his  clergy, 
-  whofe   inclinations    he  was   always  difpoled 
rather   to  follow,  than   lead.     A  jealoufy  of Aiexan.  epifU  .| 
increafing  the  greatnefs  of  the  emperor,  ^y\ll^^^^^^' 
giving  him  a  pope  devoted  to^  his  intereft s,'      ■  '  *    * 
might  have  alfo  fome  (hare  in  prejudicing  the 
judgment    of   this    p>ince    and    his   fubjedls  ^ 

F  f  4  againft 
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fepQK  II.  agalnft  afay  evidence  on  the  fide  of  Vldor* 
^"^  '^"^^  But  the  young  carl  of  Chami)agnfe,  who  hacl 
intich  credit  with  him,  and  wis  related  td 
Vidor,  kept  him  {bili6  time  in  lulpcnce; 
Henry  |iad  received  Very  early  impreffiona 
in  fev6ur  of  Alexander,  from  tHe  bilhop  of 
Lifieux^  a  man  of  excellent  piirts;  and  one 
.    V  ivhofe  cpunfelk  he  chiefly  liftened  td  in  ec- 

y.  Atnuli)h.  citfiaftical  miittet-s.  Neverthelefs  the  regard 
ci)jft.adAlcr.^^  owed  to  the  emperor,  his  friend  iahd  ally; 
inade  hiwi  defirous  to  proceed  wiph.  great  re-- 
ierve,  and  a  decent  (heW  of  delibei^atlori^  in 
ikhis  affair.  Ndf  wqiild  he  a£t  thferein  with- 
dut  the  euHrd  concurrence  of, Louis,  whofd 
irrefolutioii  continued  ijbveral  motiths.  Du- 
ring this  i^bterval,  the  archbittibp  bf  Canter- 
bury pfceffeU  |iitn  tnoft  vehemently  td  ac- 
^^  .!  knowledge    Ptipe  Alexander  by  fqveral   let- 

yi  Joah.  Sa- tfci-ii  i*hichi  b^Uig  fick  at  thkt  time,  he 
^;^^^'^*'^r6te  by  the  hand  of  John  bf  Salifburyi 
his  fecretkryi  v^rho  ftftet-wardS  bfecame  verjr 
bufy  ahd.fafilo^^  ill  all  the  edclefiafticdl  af^ 
feirs  ojf  this  rfeign.  But  lib  iroHcit4tiohs,  o^ 
importiinuies^  eveti  frdm  his  beft  friends; 
coiild  driire  the  king  to  prefcipitate  his  mea- 
fures  in  a  cnatter  of  this  delitate  iiature. 
He  prudently  teftrained  the  2eal  of  that  pre- 
late till  he  had  conferred  with  thfe  chancellor 
bf  the  empirci  who,  Immediately  after  thi 
.  idiflblutioh  of  the  touncil  of  Pavia;  in  the 
inonth  of  February  of  this  yfeai-  eleven  hun- 
i^red  and  fixty,  had  beeii  fent  td  him  and  the 
king  oJF  France^  td  acquaint  them  with  th^ 

reaferii 
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i'eafbns  ijpon.  which  that  council  had  adedBOOK  iU 
in  acknowledging  Viftor,  and  endeavour  to^jhron^Norm' 
obtain   their  concurrence.      The   embafladorp.9971 
came,  and  was  patiently  heard  by  bpth.kings^ 
but,  prevailed  upon  neither*    A|B  foon  as  Henry 
had    concluded  tnq    peace ,  with   Ldyiis,   he 
founded  His  inclinations  with  regard  to  this 
queftiori,  and  helped  to,  fix  them  in  behalf  of  J 

Alexander,     I  (hall  ^hereafter  give  fome  rea- J''v|^^^^^^ 
foris  why  lie  qughf  rather  to  have  affifted  thecdefh^ili. 
earl  of  Champagne  in  ferving  ^Viftor,     ButPapam,  144. 
being  drawn-in    by  the  torrent^  xyhich  run 
very  ftrong  the  other  way,  both  jn  England 
and  his  French  dominions,  he  u(ed  his  utmoft 
endeavours  to  induce  the  king  of  France  to 
make  the  fame  choice ;  of  which  he  had  foon 
aftervvards  great  caufe  to  repent. 

It  was  privately  agreed  betwepn  the  tyvp 
kings,  that,  as,  a  foundation  for  tjiem  to  pro- 
ceed upon,    in  deciding   this   difpute,    each 
ihould  feparately  take  the  fenfe  of  the  clergy 
within   his    own   territories;    and   a  council   . 
was  accordingly  held  by  Louis  at  Beauvais ; 
Jfenry  at  the  fame  time  holding  one  at  his 
town  of  Neufqaarch6  in  Normandy ;  \;>y  both 
which   aflemblies    Alexander's    eledion    was 
luppofea   to    be    good.     The    lentimeiits   of 
the  Gallican   church    having  Been    thus  de- 
clared  for  that   pontiff,    Henry  ernpowered 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  to  c^li  a  toun-^ 
cil  in  England,  and  fend  him  their  opinion. 
bn   the   merits  of  the  queftion.     Theobald 

obeyed 
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BOOK  II. obeyed  very  joyfully ;   and,  though  we  ire 
* — ""^^^•~^told>  that  fome  of  the  Englifli  clefgy,  p». 
V.  Joan.  San  ^j^yj^^Iy  ^^ic  bifliops  of  Durham  and  Win- 
F^ufdem*  ^' chefter,  inclined  to  Viftor,  yet  they  thought 
cpifi.  64,  65-  ii  advifeable  to  concur  with  their  brethren 
in  favouring  Alexander,  the  king's  difpofitioii 
to  give  him  the  preference  being  well  under- 
y.cpift.64.  flood.      The  words  of  the  primate,  in  his 
letter    to  Henry    on   this    occafion,    are   re- 
markable.    He  fays,  that  «  the  council  had 
**  not  pa  fed  any  judgement  upon  the  matter 
*^  propofed  to  them,    nor   had   tliey    decreed 
**  any  thing  about  it  in  prejudice  to  the  ma- 
*^*  jefty.  of  the  crown ;  as  it  would  have  been 
^  contrary  to  their  duty  to  do  Jo  :  but  they  had 
«  lawfully  and  dutifully  given  that  advice 
**  which  he  had    required  of  them   by   his 
•*  royal  mandate."     From  hence  it  may  be 
inferred,  that,  in  the  commiflion  which  tlie 
king,  had  fent  to  this  prelate,  cafe  had  been 
taken  to  fecurc  his  royal  prerogative  aigainff 
any  encroachment  on  the  part  of  the  clergy, 
though    he  gracioufly    condefcended    to   alk 
their  advice:    and,  cdnfidering  the   preten- 
fions  of  the  church  in  that  age,  an  archbifliop 
of  Canterbury's  ackncfwlcdging  this  right  of 
the  crown,  in  terms  fo  explicit'  and  fo  full  of 
refpeft,  was  a  great  inftance  of  moderation. 

But  though  the  kings  of  France  and  Eng* 
land,  by  thefe  national  fynods,  had  enabled 
themfelves  to  alledge  the  lenfe  of  their 
clergy,  in  anfwer  to  the  emperor's  folicita- 

tions 
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tiohs  in  fiavoot  o£  Viftor,  they  thought  itBOOKa 
expedient,  before  they  would  finally  and  ab-        ' 
folutcly   declare   their,  own    refoliition^,   tOr 
hear  what   the    legate^^    fent   by   b6th;  the' 
competitors,   who   were   ordered    to    attend 
them  in  a  more  folemn    and   more  general 
council,  which  was  to  aflfemble  at  Toiiloufe, 
could  fay  on  the  fubjedt*     iThe'kgatfes  arrived  LaUbcus,  t*  x» 
there  in  November  this  year;  but,'  from-  fe-co^ci^-p- 
veral  incidents  intervening,  the  council  was  Neubrigenfi 
not  held  till  forhe  time  in  the  autumn  of  thel.  H-  c.  9. . 
following    year,   eleven    hundred  and  'fixty-^j;^^^JJ''^ 
bne,     Louis  and  Henry,  with  the  embafla-  p.  407. 
dors  of  the  emperor  and  of  all  the  Spanifh  ^4^^^^ 
kings,  were  then.prefent  in  it,  before  whomt.^V.*  *^'* 
the    caufe    was   debated  by   the   legates    on 
either  fide;    and  the  cardinal  of  Pavia,  de-. 
puted  by  Alexander,  pleaded  for  him  fb  well, 
that  the  council'  unanimoufly  confirmed  hi^' 
eleftion.     It  muft,    however,    be   cojiffeflTed, 
that  this  cardinal's  eloquence  w'as  heatd  with: 
a«  favourable  ears  by  his  audience,  as  the  ha- 
rangue of  Viftor    had    been  by  the  cbuiicil' 
o£  Pavia ;    and  all  thefe  grave  deliberations  . 
really  meant  nothing  more,  than  fo^'flirfllfll 
the  princes  who    were  at  the  head- of  each 
party  with- a   plaufible  appe^xance  of' being 
convinced  of  what  they  were  befi^re  deter- 
mined to  believe.     The^  emperor,   with  the 
whole  empire,  and   all  the  northern' kings,  V,  Othott. 
tDontinued  unmoved  in  their  attachment  to^^^''^"^^ 
Vidor,  for  whom  they  procured  a  decfee  of 
another  general  council^  aflembled  at  Lodi 

in 
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BOOKn.in  oppofition  to  this  of  Toiiloufe.     And  botli. 

*  "  :*  '^jthtte  meetings  concluded  with  thundering 
out  ientences  of  excornmunication  againft  the 
pope  of  the  other  fa£bion  and  all  his  adherents. 
Nothing  ^Cfati  exceed  the  rancour  and  bitter-^ 
nefs,  which  appear  in  many  of  the  letters 
written  during  thofe  titttcs^by  clergymen  and 
monks  of  either  party,  againft  their  opponents; 
l^nd  they  vj^ere  but  too  powerful  to  infpire  the 
lame  pallions  into  the  laity,  whofe  confcienceS 
they  direded  with  ^n  abfblutb  dominion. 
This  fchifm  was  followed  by  a  long  war  in 
Italy,  between  the  emperor  and  the  adherents 
of  Alexander  there,  which  I  (hall  have  oc^ 
caiion  to  fty  more  of  hereafter. 

While  Louis  and  Hdnry  were  thus  bufied 
in  chuiing  a  pope,  there  had  happened  other 
•  events  of  great  importance,  which  entirely 
altered  the  ftate  of  their  civil  affairs.  About 
the  end  of  September  in  the  year  eleven 
hundred  and  fixty,  the  qii^en  of  France 
died  in  child- bed  ofafecpiid  daughter,  who, 
furviving  her  mother;  ,  was  named  Adelais; 
The  lords  of  ^  the  council,  much  defiring  a 
male  heijr  to  the  crown,  exhorted  the  king 
to  marry  again  without  delay.  He  made  fo 
much  haile  to  comply  with  their  advice  and 
his  own  inclinations,  that,  difregarding  all 
'  decency,  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  he  married  a  fifler  of  the 
earl  of  Champagne.  That  prince,  and  his 
brothers  the   earls    of    Blois  and  Sancerre# 

werei 
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W^t€f  by  means  of  this  alliance,  advanced BDOKIL 
to  greater  power  in  th^e  kingdom  of  France;  ^  . 
and  as  Henry  was  aflured  that  they  were  very 
ip^kvolent  to  him,  though  one  of  them  had 
pccafionally  confederated  with  him  in  the 
war  of  Touloufe,  it  alarmed  him  to  fee  then! 
brought  fo  near  to  the  throne.  Indeed  the 
death  of  Conftantia  was  in  many  refpe£ts 
unfortunate  for  him.  He  had  always  found 
her  a  w^arm  and  ufeful  friend.  The  new 
queen  flight  be  an  enemy  -,  and,  from  his 
knowledge  of  .Louis,  he  might  naturally 
fear,  that  a  change  in  the  bed  of  that  mo- 
narch would  be  followed  by  a  change  in  his 
opuncil.  Theie  confiderations  affeded  him 
with  no  little  uneaiinefs.  The  peacb  con- chron.Norm, 
eluded  in  May  had  not  been  ratified  till  Oc-  P*  997* 
tober, .  a  few  days  before  this  marriage  was 
celebrated.  On  that  occafion  the  prince  of 
England  did  homage  to  the  king  of  France 
for  the  dutchy  of  Normandy ;  which  feems  to 
imply  that  a  ceffion  had  been  aftually  mad^, 
or  at  leaft  an  intention  declared  by  Henry  at 
this  time,  and  confirmed  by  this  ad,  of  re- 
figning  to  him  thofe  territories  when  he 
ft)buld  be  of  full  age.  Prol^ably,  Louis,  ^yhofe 
daughter  he  was  to  marry,  might  defire  'this 
Qelfion  ;  as  the  heir  to  the  crown  6f  Eng- 
land had  not  In  thofe  days  any  prinGipality, 
dukedom,  or  other  royal  appanage,  affigned 
tp  him  iq  that  kingdom.  And  perhaps  fome 
difputfj  upon  this  matter  was  the  caufe  that  thfc 
ratification  of  the  peace  had  fo  long  been  de- 
layed. 
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B  o  o  K  IL  layed^  though  we  do  not  find  any  tnentioti^ 
^ :  -  thereof  in  the  treaty.  However  this  may  have 
been,  it  looked  unfavourable  to  the  concord, 
reftored  at  this  meeting,  that  Henry  departed 
from  thence,  without  feeing  the  celebration  of 
the  king's  nuptials ;  a  ceremony,  which  he 
would  undoubtedly  have  graced  with  his  pre- 
fence,  if  his  diflike  of  the  match  had  not  got 
the  better  of  his  ufual  complaifance,  and  made 
him  fhew  the  court  of  France  a  little  too 
plainly,  that  he  could  not  forget  the  dea<| 
queen  fo  foon  as  her  hu{band« 

Upon  his  return  into  Normandy,  he  judged 
it  advifeable  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  might 
fecure  him  againft  the  confequences  of  that 
alteration  in  the  difpofitions  of  Louis,  which 
he  prudently  forefaw  from  this  alliance.  To 
put  his  fon's  marriage  with  the  eldeft  prin«p 
cefs  of  France  beyond  all  difpute,  was  his 
firft  care.  A  mere  verbal  contra<a  might 
poffibly  be  revoked,  and  the  lady  demanded 
back  from  Robert  de  Neubourg,  jufticiary 
of  Normandy,  who  had  the  cuftody  of  her, 
if  thofe  who  governed  her  father  fliould  make 
him  wifh  to  difpofe  pf  her  in  a  different  niani' 
ner.  Henry  thought  it  expedient  to  guard 
againft  this  danger,  and  bind  the  engage- 
ixient  more  indiflblubly  by  the  moft  folemo 
faadlion :  as,  befides  the  hope  of  future  be- 
nefits which  might  arife  from  this  match, 
he.  was  very  defirous,  at  this  jun^uri,  to  gc? 

the 
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^be  Norman  Vcxin,  with  the  important  caftle  8  o  o  K  ii^;  j 
of  Gifors,  and    thofe  of  Neufle   and   Neu*        ^    -   . 
chatd,  into  his  own  hands.     By  the    treaty  See  the  treaty 
of  peace,    which    he    had    concluded    with|j?^^^App^«s^ 
Louis  the  year  before,  he  was  authorized  to     *^^^  " 
take  pofleffion  of  thefe,  if,  before  the  term 
of  three  years  afligned  by  that  treaty  fot  their 
being   deUvered  up  to  him,    his  fbn    fhould 
ifpoufe  the  princefs   with    the  confent  of  the 
church.     He  therefore  applied  to  the  cardi*  oiccto  Imag, 
nals  of  Pifa  and  Pavia,  legates  from  Alex-  i^ifto^-  ^^b 
ander,  who  now  were  with  him  in  Normandy^  cTr'on.Norm, 
and   prevailed   upon    them  to  celebrate    the  p.  997. 
^rm  of  a  marriage,   or  publick  and  folemn^®"^"S'^**» 
^fpoufals,    between   Prince    Henry    his    fpn, 
not  yet  fix  years  old,  and  Margaret  of  France, 
who  was  ftill  a  younger  infant.     This  cere- 
mony   being    performed,    he  demanded    the 
caftles;  which  were  immediately  furrendered 
to  him  by  the   kuights  templars,  into  whofe 
quftody    they    had    been    committed.      Nor 
could  they  withhold  them  againft  the  expr^fs 
conc^tions  of   the  treaty    between    the    two 
princes.     At  the  time  when  Louis  gave  his 
confei^t  to  that  treaty,   he  was,   in  all  proba- 
bility, defirous  to  accelerate  the  efpoufals   pf 
his  daughter  with  Henry's  fon,  and  thought 
"  the  immaturity    of  their  age  no  objedlion : 
but   the   death  of  her  mother  and  his  new 
marriage    having    changed    his    opinion,    he 
was  fo  unreafonable  as  to  complain  of  Heii- 
ry's   proceedings,  in  afting  agreeably  to  their 
late  convention, 

%  If 
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BOOKII.      If  we  may  believe  fbme  ancient  writers^ 
V.GuLMcub!  ^^  accufcd  that  monarch  of  fraud,  and  the 
I.  n-  c.  »4.    knights  templars  of  breach  of  truft;  and  evecS 
Sn?J^      drove   the    latter  out   of  his  kingdom,   for 
fofiuzSz,  having    delivered  the  caftles  to  Henry  upoii 
this  jhadow  of  a  marriage:    But  it  is  evident 
that  this  anger  had  no  foundation.     For  the 
words  of  the  treaty,  too  clear  to  admit  of 
Sec  the  treaty  any  doubt,  gave  Henry  a  right  to  take  poi^ 
wthcAppen-ieffion  of  the  caftles,  and  of  th^  whole  Nor- 
>V'578.    j^gjj  Vexin,  for  the  ufe  of  his  fon,  at  ariy 
time    after   the   figning    thereof,   when   the 
latter  (hould  have  ejpeufed  the  daughter  of 
Louis  with  the  conjent  of  the  church.     The 
legates  of  the  pope  had  given  that  ro^/^/r/^ 
fhe  knights  templars  were  prefent  themfelveS 
at  the  ceremony :    their  truft  was  to  deter- 
mine as  foon  as  this  was  performed  ;    and 
their   honour   was    engaged  to  furrender  td 
Henry  what  then  belonged  to  him,  as  much 
as  any  other  part  of  his  territories  in  France. 
Nor  can  the  reproach  of  a  diflionourable  and 
jfraudulent    praSicie,   in   this  tranfafiion,  be 
reafonably  laid  on  that  king.     Prudence  re-» 
quired  him  to  fecure  to  his  fon  a  deiirable 
hiatch,  and  the  advantages  that  attended  it, 
in  fuch  manner  as  be  was  iropowered,  and 
even  invited  to  do  it,  by  Lewis  hitofelf,  not 
long  before.      But  though  the  French  mo- 
narch bad  not,  in  reality,  any  caufe  for  re? 
^n^q^ent  Qn  account  of  this  ad,  the  con4 

.tempprarj 
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temporary  authors  aflign  no  other  for  his  BOOK  IL 
taking  up  arms  againft  Henry  the  following  '  ^ 
year.  He  was,  doubtlefsi  incited  to  it,  not 
by  any  good  arguments,  but  by  the  influence 
which  his  bride^  and  the  unanimous  counfels 
of  her  brothers,  h^d  over  his  mind  at  this 
time.  While,  by  their  inftigations,  he  was 
preparing  for  the  war  he  intended  to  make 
at  the  return  of  the  fpring^  thofe  three 
princes^  having  drawn  their  forces  together, 
began  to  fortily  Chaumont,  a  caftle  in  the  chron-Norm. 
fcounty  of  Blois,  bordering  upon  Touraine ;  p.  997- 
from  whence  they  propofed  to  infeft  the  laft- 
inentioned  province  as  foon  as  the  king, 
their  mafter,  fliould  take  the  field.  But 
Henrys  to  whom  the  intention  of  their 
work  was  no  fecret,  put  himfelf  inftantly  at 
-the  head  of  a  body  ot  troops,  which  he  had 
kept  up  to  be  ready  on  any  emergency,  and 
inarched  to  prevent  them  from  executing 
their  purpofe.  Before  he  came  to  Chaumont, 
the  carls  of  Champagne  and  Sancerre  had 
returned  home  with  their  forces^  leaving 
their  brother,  the  earl  of  Bloisi  to  complete 
the  fortifications :  but  he  alfo,  upon  intelli- 
gence of  Henry's  approach,  which  he  di4 
not  expc&i  thought  it  prudent  to  retire. 
That  king^  whofe  celerity  in  his  military 
operations  made  him  always  fuccefsful,  found 
the  works  fo  unfiniflied,  and  the  garrifon  of 
the  caftle  fo  unable  to  defend  it,  that  it  was 
yielded  to  him  without  the  trouble  of  a  fiege: 
and  immediately  given  up  to  one  of  his  Vaf. 
:,   Vol*  IL  G  g  «.  fals. 


Aso  HISTORY    OF    THE    LIFE 

BOOK  II.  faJs,  named  Hugh  d'Amboife,  who  ckhned 
'  it  as  a  fief  that  belonged  to  bis  famrly^  and 
who  bore  a  mortal  hatred  againft  the  earl  of 
Blois,  becaufe  that  prince  had  occafioned  the 
death  of  his  father  by  an  unjuft  and  fevere 
imprifonment.  Then,  having  added  fotne 
new  defences  to  the  caftles  of  Frettevalle  and 
Amboife,  Henry  returned  into  Normandy, 
and  put  that  whole  dutchy  into  a  ftate  of 
fecurity,  by  repairing  and  encreafing  the  for- 
tifications of  ahuoft  ail  his  caflles,  but  par- 
ticularly of  Gifors,  and  building  a  new  fortrefe 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Eure.  He  alfo  gar- 
rifoned  thofe  of  forae  noblemen,  whofe 
fidelity  he  fiifpefted,  with  his  own  troops ; 
as  he  had  a  right  to  do  by  the  cudoms  and 
•    laws  of  France.  ^ 

But  though  his  principal  care  was  to  pro- 
vide for  the  fafety  of  his  territories  on  that 
continent,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  he  did  not 
negledt  the  works  of  peace.  Even  while  he 
was  ere^ing  thefe  fortifications,  be  built  a 
royal  palace  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rouep, 
and  an  hofpital  for  lepers  near  Caen,  which 
^the  Norman  chronicle  ftiles  a  wonderful  buU- 
Jingj  on  account,  1  fuppofe,  of  the  beauty  of 
its  architecture,  or  its  Ipacious  extent.  The 
•leprofy  raged,  at  this  time,  very  violently, 
in  moft  parts  of  Europe,  being  imported  from 
Paleliine  by  the  pilgrimages  made  thither, 
>or  from  Syria  and  Egypt  by  the  crufades; 
and  fuch  edifices  were  neceflary  to  receive 
the  infected,  who  were  cut  off  from  fociety 
6  With 
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ti^ith   all  other   men.     No  charity  therefore  ^QOK:  II,^ 

could  better  become  a  king  than  this,  which ^     <— ^ 

gave  all  the  comfort  their  condition   would 

admit  to  the  moft  unhappy  of  his  fubjefts, 

and  fecured  the  reft  from   the  contagion  of 

fo  loathlbmc   a  diftemper,     Henry  was  alfo 

isi  benefactor  to  fome  religious  houfes,  both  jj 

in  France   and   in  England;    for  which   h^  1 

deferves  the  honor  due  to  pious  intentions.  I 

Soon  after  Eafter,  in  the  year  eleven  hun-Chron.Norm,. 
dred  and  fixty-one,  Louis  attempted  to  attack  P*  997>99  • 
the  Norman  Vexin :  but  Henry  had  fo 
ftrengthened  every  part  of  that  diftrift,  that 
bis  enemy  found  it  imprai3:icable  to  make 
any  fiege,  and  foon  retired  to  the  frontier  of 
his  own  country.  The  king  of  England 
purfued  him ;  and  the  two  armies  being  often 
in  fight  of  each  other,  a  battle  was  daily 
expefted.  But  the  reputation  of  Henry's 
arms  made  Louis  unwilling  to  run  that  ha* 
zard;  nor,  when  that  monarch  avoided,  did 
Henry  feek  it,  having  more  to  lofe,  if  he 
fhould  be  defeated,  than  to  gain  by  a  viftory. 
He  had  dont  enough  to  prevfent  the  imputa- 
tion of  fear  being  cafton  his  prudence;  and 
it  was  agreeable  to  every  principle  that  go-  i 

yerned   his  condu£t,    to   make  up   a  quarrel 
with  the  fovereign  of  his  foreign  dominions  { 

as  fooQ  as  he  could  with  honor.     He  there-  J 

fore  was  not  difpleafed.  that  good  offices  of  , 

mediation  were,  employed  by  fome  common 
friends  to   both   parties ;    in  confequence  oi 
G  g  2  which, 
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BOOK  II.  which^  about  midrummcr,  a  truce  was  agreed 
ChronrNormi^P^"  between  hiiB  aiid  Louis.  The  firrt  ufe 
p.  99S.  that  he  made  of  it  was  to  go  and  fupprefs  a 
rebellion  in  Aquitaine,  which  had  broken 
cut  during  the  war  on  the  borders  of  Nor- 
mandy, on  a  fuppofition  that  his  arms  would 
have  been  longer  detained  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  But  that  hope  was  now  fru* 
ftrated:  in  lefs  than  two  months  he  van- 
quiftied  all  the  rebels,  and  recovered  what- 
ever he  had  loft  in  thofe  provinces,  either 
by  f  reafon,  or  force  ;  particularly  the  fortreft 
of  Chaftillon  above  Agen,  upon  the  river 
Garonne,  which,  though  nature  and  art  had 
concurred  to  render  it  ftrong,  he  took  in  five 
or  fix  days,  to  the  great  aftonifliment  and 
terror  of  the  Gafcons. 

The  fcience  of  engineering  muft  certainly 
have  been  pofleft  by  this  prince,  or  by  thoie 
employed  under  him,  in  a  high  degree  of 
perfedion ;  as  we  find  he  hardly  ever  befieged 
any  pljice  without  reducing  it  fooner  than 
his  enemies  had  expelled. 

All  being  fubdued  and  quiet  in  Aquitaine, 
he  performed  nothing  more  of  any  import-' 
ance  this  year,  except  prefiding  together  with 
Louis  at  the  council  of  Touloufe,  an  account 
of  which,  has  been  given.  Their  meeting  in 
that  city  may  be  regarded  as  a  proof,  that  no 
great  animofity  continued  between  them,  or 
between  the  king  of  England  and  the  carl  of 
Touloufe.  ,  , 
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NOTES 

O  N    T  H  E 

FIRST      BOOK 

OF    THE 

Hiftory   of  the  Life  of  King  Henry 
the  Second^ 

PAGES,  Upon  which  Jhe  immediately  gave  fheBOOK  K 
alarm  to  her  friends^  and^  with  all  pq01e  filence  ^  —  v  ^ 
andfecrejy^  drew  them  hfetifiblyy  by  ftnall  parties ^  out 
of  the  city^  before  the  confpirators  there  were  ready 
to  ad  ;  then  mounting  on  horfebacky  fhe  retired^  in 
a  military  manner^  to  Oxford ;  the  nobles ^  who  at^ 
tended  her^  formings  with  their  followers  ^  a  flrong 
'  boiy  of  cavalry y  and  marching  together ^  in  good 
^rder^  till  they  got  to  a  conjiderable  dijlarkce  from 
London^ 

Some  authors  fay,  that  Matilda  and  her  friends 
made  their  efcape  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  and 
rather'  by  a  flight  than  rctrear,  having  been  in- 
formed of  their  danger  but  a  moment  before,  when 
the  bells  of  the  city  were  ringing  to  call  the  people 
to  arms,  and  the  infurreftion  was  already  begun. 
But  I  have  preferred  the  account  given  by  William  v.Hf ft. Nor. 
ofMalmfbury,  who  fays,  that  inftdiis  praC'Ognitis  ^/J.  ii»fc  ic&.  * 
vitatisy  fcnfim^  fine  tumults  quadqm  militari  difciplina 

G  g  5  tti'be^ 
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urbe  cejferunt.  For,  had  their  notice  of  the  plot 
been  fo  fliort,  and  their  flight  fo  diforderiy,  as  the 
others  pretend,  it  is  not  conceivable  how  thofe  who 
were  lodged  in  the  city  could  all  be  permitted  to  go 
off  unmolefted,  or  how  it  could  happen  that  no  pur- 
fuit  Ihould  have  been  made  by.  the  citizens.  Wil- 
.  liam  of  Malmfbury  affirms,  that  all  of  Matilda's 
party  efcaped  unhurt;  and  no  other  author  makes 
mention  of  ^any  of  them  havbg  been  killed,  or 
taken  prifoncrs. 

P.  6i.  //  happened  wW  for  birriy  that  the  aSlim  did 
not  begin  till  after  funfet ;  fo,  thai  darknefs  coming 
on  q^Jied  his  fight. 

In  my  account  of  this  aftion,  I  have,  for  the 
moft  part,  followed  the  author  of  the  afts  of  king 
^Stephen.  Gervafe  of  Canterbury  differs,  in  forae 
refpedb,  from  that  author;  particularly  in  this,  that 
he  fays  the  king  fled  without  facing  the  enemy  5 
whereas  the  other  tells  us,  that  he  drew  all  his  for- 
ces out  of  the  town,  and  did  not  fly  till  the  beft 
^  part  of  ihem  were  broken  and  routed,  which  better 
agrees  with  his  character.  I  have  reconciled  their 
accounts  as  far  as  I  could  \  but,  wherenhey  are  inre- 
concileablc,  1  have  adhered  to  the  afts  of  King  Ste* 
phen,  as  the  writer  was  neareft  in  time. 

P.  7^.    Thh  fuUan  left  ibe  '  governnunf    to  his  fon 

Gelaleddin^  wbofe  dominions  extended  fromUrquend, 

a  city  of  Turquefian  beyond  the   river  Oxu4j  ta  An^ 

tioch  in  Syria  \  which  he  won  from  the  Greek  enh 

fire  by  the  good  conduii  of  Solyman^  a  prince  of  his 

bloody  on  whom  he  befiowed  ity   with  fart    <f  the 

LefferAftUy  &c. 

T.  HerbcJot,       Antioch  had  been  conquetred   from    the  Greek 

-n^^HAKiA.  empire   by  the   Caliph  Omar,  in  the  fixteenth  year 

of  the  Hegira ;  and  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 

Saracens 
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Saracens  till  the  year  357  of  the  fame  sera,  when  it  BOOK  IL 
was  regained  from  them  by  the  emperor  Nicepho-  '       '- 
rus  Phocas.    Solyman  took  it  in  the  year  of  the 
Hegira  477, 

P.  10 1.  Tet  when  he  found,  during  hh  march  over 
the  lands  of  the  empire y. fever al  proofs  of  boJlUe  ma^ 
lice  and  treachery  in  the  Greeks,  8cc. 

Monfieur  Voltaire,  in  his  late  Hiftoryof  the  Cru-V.  Voltaire^ 
fades,  and  another  excellent  writer  of  the  fame  nation,  1^^^^^!^^^^^^' 
have  afcribed  the  mortality  in  the  army  of  ConradciH?' p.78,& 
only  to  £heir  intemperance,  and  the  efFefts  of  a  fo-.^F:  7??'*^® 
reign  climate.     But  the  unanimous  teftimony  of  all  torn.  Lfubann. 
the  contemporary   Latin  hiftorians,    fupported   by  "4^ 
Nicetas,  a  Greek,  who  was  Secretary  to  Emanuel 
Comnenu?,  in  his  Life  of' that  emperor,  leaves  us,  L 
think,  no  room  to  doubt,  that  they  were  perfidioufly 
deftroyed  by  the  Greeks.     The  filencc  of  the  laft. 
author,  as  to  any  violences  committed  by  the  Ger- 
mans, whi#h  might  have   provoked  fuch  ill  ufage,^ 
difproves  all  that  Cinnamus,  another  Greek  writer, 
hasfaid  on  that  fubjeft.     In  truth,  the  behaviour  oC 
Conrade  .and   his   army  was    quite  irreproachable, 
with  regard  to  the  Greets ;  but  the  Greeks  aAed 
treacheroufly  and  bafely  by  them  ;  nor  can  I  make  any 
<}uefti9Ji   of  their  having   afted  by   the    orders  of 
Emanuel  Comnenus.     It  appears  by  a  letter  fronok 
the  king  of  France  himfelf,  that  he  likcwife  conv- 
plained  of  the  fraud  of  that  emperor:  *^  In  quibus^-^F^-  ^"g* 
"  fane  parfibus,    tum  pro  fraude  imperatoris,   tum^^fnc." 
•*  pro  culpa  noftrorum,  non   pauca  damna  pertu- 
*'  limus,^  0t  graviter  quidem  in  raultis  pericuHs  vcx- 
^*  ati  fumus.     Non  defuerunt  quippe  nobis  affiduae^ 
•*  latronum    infidise,     graves    viarum    difEcul'tates, 
^  quotidiana  bella  Turcorum,  qm  permijfione  impe^ 
G  g  4      *  *'  ratoris 
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J^OK    ly *.  raforis  in  terram   fuam   militi/iatt  Chfifti  pcrfcqui.. 
^        ^"  vencrant,  &c/' 

P;  123.  Tetthe  latter  has  left  bis  readers  qs  much  in 
the  darif  as  all  the  other  hijlorians  who  lived  in 
thofe  days  J  with  regard  to  the  per/on  Jhe  intrigued 
with. 
v.WM  Tyri,     His  words  are  thefe :  "  Spe   fruftratus,  mutato 
.  xYi.  c.  27.  „  {tqdioj  regis    vias  abominari,    et    ei    praeftruere 
*^  patenter  infidias,  et  in  ejus  la^fiopem  armari  coet- 
**  pit.      Uxorem    cnim  ejus  in   id  ipfum  confeuT 
"  fientem,  quas  una  erat  de  fatuis  mulierihus,  aut 
f^  violenter,    aut   occultis   machinationibus,    ab  eo 
"  rapcre  propofuit.     Erat,    ut    prcemifimus^  J^^^^ 
*.*  et  prius  et   pojlmodum     manijejlis    edocuit    iridic 
*.*  c'tis^  mulier  imprudens,  et  contra  ^ignitatem   re- 
"  giam   hzem  negligens  maritalem,    thjri    conjugally 
.  '  "  fidem   ohlita :  quod  poftq'uam  regi  compertum  eji^ 
f*  principis   praeveniens   molimina,  vititj   quoque  et' 
'^  faluti  confulens,  de   confilio  magna  um    fuorum 
^  iter  accelerans,  urbe   Antiochena  cum  fuis  clani 
f*  egrelTus     eft.'*      By  thefe    words,    one     would 
imagine,    that    he     meant    to    accufe    her    of    aa. 
amour  with    her   uncle,    as   well  as    with  others, 
before   and  after  this  time.     But,    in   giving  the. 
charafter  of  the  fame   prince  of  Antioch,  he  fays. 
Idem,  1.  XIV.  jIjj^^.  jjg  ^^5  fcrupuloufly  true  to   his  wife,  "  con- 
'•  juqalis     integritatis,     poftquam     duxit    iixorem,. 
*^  foilicitus  cuftos  et  fervator.**    And  if  that  prince 
was  not  himfelf  the  gallant  of  Eleanor,,  it  is  mod. 
incredible  that   he  Ihould  blaft  his  own  reputation^p 
and  rifque  his  fortune  and  life,  by  taking  her  from, 
her  hufband,    to  favor  the  criminal  paflion  of  an- 
other.   As  for  the  imputation  this  writer  has  thrown,, 
in  the  paffage  above-cited,  both  on  her  former  an4. 
fubfequent  condud,  I  do  not  find  it.  fiipportcd  by 
.   ^'        ■     *  •  anv 
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ray  other  evidence  in  any  of  the  accounts  wc  have ^^Q^^    l 

9f  thofe  times,  "  '    ~-'^ 

P.  124,  This  opinion  is  well  warranted  by  the  words* 
of  an  hijiorian  who  lived  in  that  age^ 

The  words  that  I  refer  to  are  thefe:  "  Princepsy^OelL  LMd, 
"  fatis  intelligens  per  refponfionem  regis  petitionesLud!  "^Groffi** 
"  fuas  vacuas, fieri    magna    contra    regem    fcrbuitap.Duchefne* 
*/'  iracundia,  et  ab  illahora  nonceffavit,  in  quantum 
*^  potuit,  in    malum  regis    et  dedecus    machinare  ; 
'**  jn-   tantum    quod  Alienordis    rcgina    uxor    fua 
■^  fuis    malis    exhortationibus    regem    voluit    defe- 
"  r^re,    et  ab    illo,    ad.  minus    ad  tempus,    quaji 
'•  quodam  divortio  feparari^      The  Latin   is  very 
bad ;  but  it  is  phiin  from  the  fenfe,  that  uxor  fucu 
means  uxor  regis,  and  fids    malis    exhortationibus,, 
fliould  be  ejus  malis  exhortationibus. 

The   author  of  the  life  of  Abbot  Suger,  pub-HHfeirc  de' 
lllh^d  in   1721,  afcribes   the   greateft  part  of   this^}JS^'*' ^^"'•*-' 
book  t9  that  Abbot,    fuppofing  that   he  wrote  it     ^^^^   * 
trom  the  IVf empires  of  Odo  de  Deuil,  and  that  after, 
his  deceafe  it  was  finifhed  by  Odo.     But  he  is  cer- 
tainly   miftaken    it\  both  thefe..  opinions.     For  the 
IJ4emoirs  and  thi§  Hiftory  differ  in  many  particu- 
lars,   of  which  I  will  mention  one    inftance*    The 
Memoirs  fay,  that,  after   the  defeat  on  the  moun- 
tain of  Laodicea,  another  aftiqi^  enfued,  in  which  the 
l^rench  beat  the  Turks,  and  cut   to  pieces  a  large 
body  pf  pheip  between  two  rivers.     But  the  Hiftory  .v.    odo    dc 
fays,    they  never  met  with  the  Turks,  after  the  de- ^^^"- *•  ^"^ 
feat    abovementioned|    till    they   caipe    to  Attalia*^ 
The  ufe  of  ceifain  barbarous  .words  in  this  book,v.  Gcft.  Lud. 
^hich    likewife    occur    in  the  writings  of   Suger,  ^' ''^' 
is  not  a  proof  that    he  wrote  it:    as    the  famCi 
words  are  ufed  by  many  others,  who  wrote  in  that 
age. ,  But  there  arc  fome  in  this  book,  particularly. 

paxlamentum^ 
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BOOK  I. fartammiumy  which  feem  to  fix  the  date  of  it  half 
V.  Geft.  Lud.  ^  century  later  than  Suger's  death,  f  therefore 
c'iiL  18.        agree    with    the    learned    and    judicious    Dupin» 

in  not  regarding  this  book  as    the  work   of   that 

Abbot. 

P.  130.   For  J   to  fuppofcj  that   true  miracl&s    were, 

really  done  by  bim,  in  corjirmation  cf  bis  having 

received  revelations  from  God,    tubicb  the  event 

proved  to  befalfe,  is  fucb  an  abfurdity^  andfucb  an 

impiety,  as^  one  would  think,  fuperfiitionitfe^ Jbmli 

reject. 

Fuller,  1.   ii.     It  is  aftonifliing^.  that  a  proteftant  Divine,  Dr. 

c.  30.  Ftilfer,in   bis  Hilfory  of  the    Holy  wars,  (hould 

feyy  that  Godfet  his  band  to  St.  Bernard*s  tejiimonial 

V.  Maimb.    fffthe  fntmcles  which  that  father  wrought !  The  Jefuit 

Hift.  dcsCroi-Maimbourg  had  more  judgmenr,  and   fpeaks   very 

^'!|^*'^'^^^^^  or,  rather,  in  a. 

way  that  fliews  he  thought  they  defervcd   no  cre- 

dft.     But  yet  it  is  certain,  that  few  of  the  modern 

miracks,  believed    by  the   Church    of  Rome,  arc 

V.  Fkuri  Hid.  better  attcfted.     There  is  ftill  extant  abook,  pub- 

Ecci.i.ixu.p  lifjj^^    by   Sanfon,    archbifhop  of    Rheims,  which" 

**^  *  contains-  a  journal  bf  them,   with    teflimonies  and 

V.  odo  <ic  Proofs.    They  are  mentioned  by  itiany  contemporary 

Dicg.  1.  V.    authors,  both  German  and   French.      And,  laftly, 

^^^^j^^y^^^  to  them    as    proofs   of 

mar  1,  c.  4.  ^j^  ^^^^  of   his    miffion.       In    his    apology    to 

the  Pope  he  writes  thus:  "  If  you  aft:  me, 
^  ^hat  mirades'^t  have  done,  to  prove 
•*  the  divine  revelations  which  I  had  received^ 
•*  that  is  •  a  point  to  which  it  do^s  not  become 
"  me  to  anfwer.  Modefty  hinders  me,  and  I 
^*'  otfght  to  be  excufed  from  it  on  that  accounts 
^  It  lies  on  you,  holy  father,   it- lies   on  you   to 

"  anfueer 
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**  anfwer  for  me,  acccprding  to  what  you  IravfJeeh^ooiL    u 

*'  and  beard.''  "" ^^^—^ 

Among  the  miracles  faid  to  be  done  by  him>  this 
is  one.  A  lame  child  was  brought  to  him  in  pre^* 
fence  of  the  emperor:  he  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs, 
raifed  the  child,  and  bid  him  walk,  which  he  did 
very  well.  Then  Bernard,  turning  to  the  emperor^ 
faid,  **  This  was  done  for  your  fake^  that  you  may 
**  know,  that  God  is  certainly  with  you,  and  that 
*^  your  enterprize  is  agreeable  to  him.'^ 

1^,  137.  And  though  In  the  defperafe  fiafe  ofStepherfs 

affairs  after  the  battle  of  Lincohy  be,  with  all  the 

other  noblemen  who  ferved  that  prince y  except  fViU 

luim  of  IpreSf  fubmitted  to  Matilda,  and  not  mfy 

was  confirmed  by  her  in  bis   earldom,  but  received 

additional  favours,  as  appears  by  two  charters  granted 

to  him  that  year^  yet  he  foon  left  her,  and  returned 

to  the  party  of  the  king,  &:c. 

Thefe  charters  are  cited  by  Dugdale  in   his  Bdro* 

uage,  but  he  has  mifplaced  them ;  for  that  dated 

from   Oxford,    which  he  gives  firft,  refers  to  the 

other,  dated  from   Weftmihfter,  in   feveral   places, 

by  confirming    grants  made  therein.      That  both 

were  granted  in  the' year  1141,  appears  very  clearly; 

For  Matilda  was  not  at  WeftmiAfter  after  the  death 

of  her  father  till  a  few  days  before  Midfummer  in 

that  year;  and  before  the  end  of  that  fummer  (he 

ti^as  driven  from  tftence  by  the  confpiracy  of  the 

Londoners.      This  certainly  fixes   the  time,   whea 

the  firil:  of  thefe  charters  was  given,  to  have  been 

in  that  interval-      And  (he  promifes  in   the  other, 

that  certain  lords,  who  are  called  her  barons,  Ihould 

be  pledges  for  the  engagements   contrafted  therein, 

and  names  among  others  Gilbert  earl  of  Pfembrok^, 

who,  from  the  time  o^  the  fiege  of  Winchefter  till 

a  year 
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book:    I*  a  year  after  the  de^th  of  th^  earl  of  Effex,  was   is 
'''  •  •  -  the  fervlce  of  Stephen.     This  charter  mufl  there- 

fore have  been  given  at  the  time  when  (lie  went 
to  refide  in  O^^ford  caflie  after  her  flight  from  Weft-? 
ininfter,  and   before  Ihe  engaged  in  her  unfucce(s-r 
ful  attempt  upon  the  bifliop's  caftle   at  Wincheftcr  t 
for  only  during  that  interval  could  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke be  reckoned  among  her  barons^  as  he,  together 
•  with  all  the  chief  friends  of  King  Stephen,  had  then 
fubmitted   to  her;  but  prefently  afterwards  fprfbok 
her  again,  and  came  with   the   army  raifed  by   the 
queen  to  beliege  her  in  M^inchefter,     Prqbably  (he 
gave  the  earl  of  Effex  this  charter,  which  is  more 
liberal  than  the  pther,  in  hopes  of  recovering   the 
city,  of  London  by  his  afljftance,     Whether   a;  this 
time  he  really  meant  to  affile  hpri  is  doubtful.     Per- 
haps he  only  treated  with  her  to  amufe  and  deceive 
her,  till  th^  bifliop  of  Wincheftcr  (houW  be   ready 
to  aft  in  concert  with  him  aga;nft  her.     Certain  it 
is,  that  foon  afterwards  he  broke  thcfe  engagements; 
stehcu'Rc    f<^r  the  anonymous  author  of  the  afts  ot  |Cing  Ste- 
ap  Duchcfnc "  phen  pamesl  all  th^  carls  who  atteqded  her  general 
Hift.  Norm,    (ummons  at  Wincheftcr,  and  he  is  not  a    ong  them  : 
^.  M^aimlb.   and  William  of  Malmft)Viry  fays,  that  ahnoftall  tl^q 
Hift.  Norm,  earls  in  England  attended   the  bilhop  of  Winchefr 
iin"  0'°^'  ^'ter^s  fummons  upon  that  occafioHi  which  is  a  very 
ftrong  prefumption  that  he  came  to  th?it  ficge,.  vnx}\ 
tlie  forces  from  London,  pnder  William  of  Ipresj 
for,  as  he  was  a  perfon  of  fuch  pote  in   the  party,  . 
mention  would  have  been  made  of  his  abfence,  if 
he  had  not  been  there.     Nor  can  one  fv^ppofe  h^ 
would  afterwards  have  been  trufted  by  Stephen  in 
{q  high  a  degree,  if  he  had  not  ferved  him  at  that  very 
critical  junfture,  when  all  his  other  friends  returned 
to  his  fervice.     It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  th^  lafl  of 
the  charters  granted  to  him,  in  the  year  1141,  by 

Matilda, 
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Matilda,  her  husband  and  fon  are  joined  with  her^OiO k  >L 
as  confirming  the  grants.  But  in  the  former  no^"  ^"''^""'^^ 
notice  is  taken  of  cither  of  them ;  nor  do  I  find  the 
earl  of  Anjou  once  mentioned  in  any  other  publick 
aft  or  monument  of  thofe  times  relating  to  England. 
His  being  named  as  a  party  in  the  abovemcntioned 
charter  would  induce  one  to  think,  that  Matilda 
had  then  a  defign  to  acknowledge  him  as  king  of 
England,  in  right  of  his  marriage.  But,  if  it  was 
o,  that  intention  was  foon  laid  afide. 

p.  151.  Never tbele/s  he  retained  to  himfelf  the  domi- 
nion of  that  dutchyy  as  he  bad  held  it  in  her  abfence  5 
that  isy  without  any  dependence  upon  her. 
Gcrvafc  fays,  (he  went  to   live  fiib  tutela  mariti 

P.  1^0.  And  though  Qlejiine  died  foon  aft  erxvardsy  and 
be  found  difpqfitions  more  favorable  ta  him  in  Lu* 
cius  the  Second ;  yet  he  could  not  obtain  from  that 
pontiff  a  renewal  of  bis  brother^ s  commiffion. 
It  is  faidi   by  fome  authors,    that  the  bifhop   of     ' 
Winchefter  received  a  pall  from  Pope  Lucius  the 
Second,  who  propofed  to  raife  his  fee  into  an  arch- 
bilhoprick,  with  (even  fufFragans  under  him.     ^ut^:^^^^^ 
the  filence    of    all     the    contemporary    hiftorians,  fub  a'iin.  m4j.'' 
and  more  particularly  of  Gervafe.  of  Canterbury,  Matth.  Par. 
iipon  this  matter,    makes    me    much    doubt    theA^J^c^pm 
truth  of  it ;  efpecially  as  J.   Haguftaldenfis  affirms,  i  p.  300. 
ihat  Lucius  refufed.  to  Imake  the   bifhop  his  legate. 
The  mod  ancient  hiftorian,    by    whom   it  is   men- 
tioned, is   Radulphus    de    Diceto.       Perhaps    the 
bilhop  might  have,  fuch  a  defign  in  his  thoughts,  as 
his  ambition  was  reftlefs,  and  his  temper  very  en- 
terprifing ;  but  that,  in  (o  (hort  a  pontificate  as  that 
of  Lucius  the  Second,  which  did  not  I  aft  a  year,  fo 
7  great 
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BOOK    1. great  a  change    ihould  be  made  ia    the    Engliflk 
^       ^       ^church,  and  made  while  a  civil  war  was  raging  in 
the  kingdom,  is  very  improbable. 

P.  1 66.  The  ether  Englijh  bijht^s  eheyed$b€  kingt  ^f^ 
the  laws  of  their  country ;  for  which  they  were  put, 
by  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  Under  fpiritual  cen^ 
Jures. 

Gervafe  of  Canterbury  tcUs  us,   that  four  erf"  the 

.  Engliih  biihops  were  abfolved  fome  time  afterwards, 

by  the  archbilhop,  from  the  fentence  they  had  in- 

Vid.  Gervafe  curred  on  this  account ;  and,  as  we  learn   from  the 

CVon.col.     fjjjjjg  author,    that  all  had  been  fummoncd  to  the 

'^  ^'  council  by  the  pope,  all,  I  prcfurae,  were  puni(hed 

for  not  goiiig  thither  4  but  with  fome  difference  in  the 

cenfures  and  in  the  time  they  remained  under  them, 

according  as  they  had  (hewn  more  or  lefs  inclination 

to  go;  unlefs  any  of  them  could  plead  ficknefs,  or 

fome  neceflary  impediment. 

p.  169.  //  does  not  appear  that  the  arcbbijhop  ofCan^ 
terbury  obtained  at  this  time  the  legatine  dignity. 
The  being  made  the  Pope's  legate  was  in  reality, 
though  not  in  the  fenfe  of  thofe  times,  a  dirainution 
of  the  dignity  of  an  archbifliop  of  Canterbury;  but 
it  was  a  greater  dirainution  of  it  to  be  fubjcfted  to 
the  cxercife  of  the  legatine  power  in  the  hands  of  a 
fuffragan  bifhop :  which  will  fufficieritly  account  for 
the  defire  of  Theobald  to  get  it  reftorcd  to  his  fee. 
When  his  predeceffor  obtained  it,  he  probably 
thought  it  an  addition  to  his  power ;  and  lo  it  was, 
if  he  found  that  the  independency  of  his  fee  could  be 
no  longer  maintained  agaihft  the  pretended  fupre- 
aacy  of  the  bifliop  of  Rome. 

.P-  170. 
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P.  170.  But  I  do  not  find  Theobald  fty^Ud  the  Pope*  s^  00, 1L    i. 

kgate  till  the  year  1 1 5 1 .  ^'^ "^ ^ 

The  author  of  the  Anttquitates  EccleHae  Eritan^ 
tiicn?,  and  after  him  Mr.  Selden,  ia  his  diflertation 
•€>n  Fleta,  and  fome  kt/rr  writers,  have  faid,  that 
archbiihop  Theobald  was  honoured  with  the  title  of 
Jegatus  natus.  Bat  I  find  no  mention  -of  it  in  the 
contemporary  hiftorians.  GerVafe  of  Canterbury 
^was  too  well  informed  of  the  aflFairs  of  that  fee, 
and  too  fond  of  all  that  he  fuppofed  did  honor  to 
•It,  efpecially  under  the  government  of  archbiihop 
Theobald,  to  have  omitted  this  in  his  Chronicle, 
rand  in  the  Life  of  that  prelate,  had  it  been  true. 
Mr*  Selden,  who  fays,  that  this  title  was  given  him 
*by  Innocent  the  Second,  muft  be  miftaken;  as  we - 
•certainly  know,  that  the  bi&op  of  Wincbefter  was 
•legate  in  England  rill  the  death  of  that  pope*  Some 
•other  writers  have  faid,  that  Theobald  gained  the 
legatine  dignity  from  Celeftine  the  Second  5  'but 
•this,  I  believe,  is  likewife  an  error.  For,  had  that 
commiffion  been  held  by  him  when  Celeftine  died, 
X»ucius  would  hardly  baye  fent  into  this  kingdom  a 
•cardinal  legate,  as  we  find  that  he. did;  or,  at  leaft, 
;on  the  recal  of  that  legate,  Theobald  would  have 
been  ftyled,  by  Gervafe  of  Canterbury,  and  Henry 
:of  Huntingdon,  apoftolic^  fedis  legatus  ;  but  they  do 
not  give  him  that  title  till  the  year  1151* 

•p.  175.  But^  before. he  did  this,  he  required  him  to 
take  an  oath^  never  to  rejume^  fromhim^  gr  his  heirs ^ 
i     ^ny  p4rt  of  the  three  comttiesy  lohich  he  had  obtained 
*    P^JS^Jf^^  ?/>  during  the  troubles  in  England.  • 

In  this  I  have  followed  William  of  Newbury. 
Tloger  de  Hoveden,  in  giving   an  account  of  the  v.  Hoveden, 
oath  exadred  by  David,  exprefles  it  thus:  **  Faftus [}^^ *""•  "^s* 
**  eft  miles   ab  eodem   rege  David  in  civitate  Car-  "'  ^^' 
'^  leoli,    prius  dato  facramenio,    quod,  fi   ipfe  rex 

**  Angliae 
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l?.?.^^  \'*'  Anglwiieret,  rcddcrct  ci  Novum  Caftelkttn,  ft 
*•  totam  Northumbrian),  et  permitteret  ilium,,  ct 
^'  jha^redes  fuos,  in  pace,  fine  calumnia,  in  perpe- 
*^  tuum  poffidcre  totam  tcrram,  i^uae  eft  a  fluvio 
^J  Tweede  ad  fluvium  Tine."  B^t  David,  accord- 
ing to  William  of  Newbury,  was  then  in  poffefEon 
"  of  all  the  country  belonging  to  Englandy  as  far  as 
the  river  Tees-  "  Aquilonaris  vero  rcgio,  quas  in 
^*  poteftatcm  domini  regis  Scotorum  ufquc  ad  flu^^ 
**  vium  Tefam  eeperat,  per  ejufdem  regis  induftHam 
*^  in  pace  degcbat/'  Yet  notwiihftanding  this  dif- 
ference in  marking  the  bounds,  I  prefume  that  they 
both  meant  the  three  Northern  codnties,  which, 
William  of  Newbury  afterwards  iitforms  us,  were 
V.  Ne^iterij;.-  yielded  back  to  Henry  in  the  year  U57.  *^  Regi 
•"•C.4/  ^^  quoque  Scotorum,  qui  Aquilonares  Anglise  re^ 
*^  giones,  fcilicct  Northumbriara,  Cumbriam,  Wefl> 
•*  morilandiam,  nomine  Macildis  di&ss  Imperatri- 
^*  ci»,  &  haredis  ejus,  olim  a  David  Scotormff 
'^  rege  adquifitas,  tanquamjus  proprium  pbffidebaty. 
^*  mandate  euravit,  regcm  Angliae  tanti  regni  fui 
••  parte  non  debere  fraudari,  nee  poffe  patientef 
^*  rauttlari:  juftumeffe  reddi  quod  fuo  foifiee  no- 
**  mine  adquifitum.  Die  vero  pnidentef  confiderans' 
**  regem  Angli»  in  hac  parte  c»m  potentia  viriuor 
••  merito  caufaa  praftare,  quamvis  poffet  obtendere 
"  juramentum,  quod  avo  fuo  David  praeftitiffc 
*•  dicebaiurj  cum  ab  eo  cingulum  acciperet  militare, 
^  praenominatos  fines  repetemi  cum  integritatfc 
«  reftituit^  &c/' 
Ibidem,  And  it  muft  be  obfervcd,  that  this  author  fpeaktf 

1. 1.  c.  %u      ^f  Henry's  having  taken  this  oarh   foraewhat  doubt- 
fully, as  having  his  knowledge  of  it  only  from  hear^ 
fay^  "   accepta  prius    (ut  dicisurj  catctione;**   and 
again,    in  the  pajBTagc  cited  above,  *^  juramentuirf 
**  quod  avo   iuo  David  praeilitifle  dicebatur*^*     Bat 
-Roger  de  Hoveden,  and  all  the  Scotch  writers,  are 

pofitive 
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poliriw  in  the  faft.  .  To  the  Scotch  I  lh6uld  pay  no  ^  00  k:  u 
^reat  regard,  as  the  moft  ancient  ofthefe  writers  is  '  ^  ^ 
but  of  late  times,  and  cannot  be  oppofcd  to  the 
authority  of  contemporary  hiftorians  ;  bat  I  think 
that .  the  teftimony  of  Roger  de  Hoveden  cannot 
reafbnably  he  rejefted,  efpecially  as  the  matter  is 
probable  in  itfelf.  For  though  David  had  poffeffed 
himfelf  of  the  abovementioned  counties  in  the  name 

.of  Matilda,  and  of  her  fon,  he  certainly  did  not  mean 
to  give  up  the  pretenfions  his  own  fon  had  to 
Northumberland,  if  not  to  Ca'rlifle ;  and  we  find,  he 
difpofed  of  all  the  three  counties  at  his  death,  as 
having  an  abfolute  property  in  thcvtij  iamquamjus 
frofrlum  (to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  William  of  New- 
bury) ;  which  he  would  hardly  have  done,  without 
having  madefome  agreement  with  Henry  about  them^ 
1- therefore  believe,  that  he  took  this  opportunity  ta 

.  obtain  them  from  that  prince,  who  wanted  Ifls 
afliflance  ;  and  to  obtain  them,  not  as  feudatory, 
but  independent  dominions.  . 

P.  176.     f  prefume  that  be.,  was  not  io  held  this 
ficquifition  as  a  fief  under  David,  who  had  no  title 
'to  ity    but  lender  Henry  Planta^enet  as  king  of 
England.' 

J.  Haguftaldenfis  fays,  he  did  homage  to  David  : 
but  thk  muft  be  a  miltake  \  for  LancaHer  could  not" 
poffibly  be  claimed  by  that  king  as  a  fief  of  his 
crown,  having  never  belonged  to  it,  either  by  treaty 
or  grant  from  any  king  of  England.  It  is  not  men-' 
*  tipncd  among  the  territories  rellored  to  Henry  the 
Second  •,  nor  is  there  any  notice  taken  of  its  having 
been  then. retained*  by  the  king  of  Scotland,  or  xeded 
.  to  him  by  England.  Henry,  no  doubt,-  would  have 
claiined  and  recovered  it,  with  the  three  Northern 
counties,  if  it  had  been  in  the  poiTeiBon  of  that 
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BOOK  I.  p.  iq8.  jfis  father  direSed,  by  a  claufe  in  bis  'urill^ 
'^''■"^      tbat^  if  ever  Henry  Jhould  be  fully  pojfejfed  of  bis 
mother* s  inheritance ^  that  is,  of  England  and  Nor^ 
mandy,  be  then  Jhould  giif^  up  all  his  paternal  domi- 
nions,  namely  the  earldoms  ofAnjou,  Touraine^  and 
Maine,  to  his  fecondhrdtber. 
This  faft  is  queftiotied  by  Mr.  Carte,  on  the  au- 
thority of  an  ancient  hiflorian,  the  monk  of  Moir- 
jnoutier,  who  relates,  ^*  That  the  earlof  Anjou  Ifeft 
*'  orders  at  his  death,  forbidding  Henry  his  fon  to 
**  introduce  the  cuftoms  of  England  or  Normandy 
'•  into  Anjou  ;"  from  whence  Carte  infers,  that  he 
intended  to  leave  that  prince  fole  heir  to  all  thofe 
dominions.     But  the  inference  is  not  good  :  for,  as 
he  certainly  left  him  Anjou  till  he  ihould  gain  pof- 
feffion  of   England,   he  might  think   it  proper  to 
reftrain  him  from  any  alteration  of  the  laws  of  that 
province  while  it  was  under  his  dominion,   and  yet 
mean  to  give  that  and  his  two  other  earldoms  to 
Geoffry,  when  the  abovementioned  contingency  (hotild 
come  to  pafs*     Certainly,  neither  this  paffagc,  nor 
the  filence  of  other  writers  upon  tiiis  point,  <:an  be 
enough    to   invalidate    the  pofitiVe*  teftimony  of 
WiUiam  of  Newbury,  a  contemporary  hiftorian,  given 
with  fomany  particulars,  and  fupported  by  Brompton. 
Nor  is  it  probable,  tha;,  without  fome  pretence  of 
this  kind,  Geoffry  ihould  have  invaded  his  brother's 
dominions* 

P.  199.  Suger  was  dead:  and  be  bad  no  other  friend, 
either  fo  honeji  orfo  wife,  as  tofhew  him  aU  the  folly 
cf  what  he  was  doing. 

The  author  of  the  Life  of  Abbot  Suger  fuppofes, 
that,  after  Louis  returned  into  France,  that  minifter 
approved  of  his  divorcing  the  queen,  on  account  of 
her  conduft  while  they  were  in  the  Eaft.  But  I 
can  difcover  no   foundation   for  this   fuppofidon, 

which 
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which  ill  agrees  with  the  prudence  of  Suger.     The?  OOYl    u 

words  of  the  letter  he  wrote  to  Louis,  which  are '       - 

brought  to  confirm  it,  prove  no  fuch  thing.     **  De    • 

*'  regina,  conjuge   veftra,    audcmus  vobis  laudare 

*^  (fi  tamen  placet)  quatenus  rancoiem  animi  veftri 

**  iJieft']  operiatis,  doHec  (Deo  volente)  ad  pro- 

*•  prium  reverfus  regnum,  et  fuper  his  et  fuper  aliis 

**  provideatis/'    AdvilSng  him  not  to  difcover  the 

rancour  of  his  mind  (if  he  had  any)  towards  his 

queen,  till,  being  returned  into  his  own  kingdom, 

be  might  take  proper  meafures  on  that  and  other  affairs^ 

wq[sbyno  meansadvifing,  that  he  then  Jhotdd  divorce 

her.     The  true  intention  of  it  feems  to  have  been,     . 

to  gain  time,  and  ftop  the  king  from  purfiiing,  with 

a  rafli  precipitation,  what  the  firft  heat  of  his  refent- 

ment  fuggeftcd. 

P.  2 1  (J.  Jnd  had  the  refohtion  to  puhlijh  an  edi^f 
which  ftlenced  the  profejfor,  and  forbad  the  books, 
&c.  ' 

The  words  of  John  of  Salifbury,  who  was  a  con- J-  ?*1'^^*,^? 
temporary  writer,  are  thele :  "  Tempore  regis  Ste-  Zm. 
^^  phani  a  regno  juffse  iunt  leges  Romana,  fjuas  in 
*•  Britanniam  domus  venerabilis  patris  Theobaldi, 
*^  Britanniarum  primatis,  afciverat.     Ne  quis  etiam 
•*  libros  retinetet  edi^Sto  regio  prohibitum  eft;  et 
**  Vacario  noftro  inhibjtura  filentium/*  ^  Mr.  Seldcn, 
.  in  his  differtation  on  Fleta,  underftands  the  civil 
laws  by  leges  Romans  ;  and  that  the  fenfe  of  them 
extended  to  thefe  is  certain ;  but  that  they  principally 
ineaned  the  canon  laws,  I  think  evident  from  the 
•words  of  the  fame  John  of  Salilbury  immediately 
following :  "  Sed,    Deo  faciente,   eo  magis  virtus 
**  legis  invaluit  quo  cam  amplius  nitebatur  impietas 
*'  i«firmare.'*     How  could  the  oppofing  the  imperial, 
or  civil  laws,  unconncfted  with  the  canon  laws,  be 
called  a  work  of  impiety  ?  Or,  why  is  the  aj/ijiance  ^ 

Hh2  of 
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BOOK  I.  of  Cod  brought-in   to   the   fupport  of  thefe   laws, 
Janus  'Anai<>.  '*  ^^^  P^P^  ^°^  ^^^  Church  had  not  been  concerned 
ruiiH- Rcvicivin   them?    Indeed  Mr.  Selden  himfelf,    in    three 
of  his  book    other  trafls,  has  given   his  opinion  for  underftand- 
and  Notes  up-  mg  this  paflagc  as  relative  tp  the  canon  laws.     And 
on  Fortcicuc.  Joannes    Balseus  explains  them  in  the  fatae  fenfc. 
.  There  is  alfo  a  paflagc  in  Gervafe  of  Canterbmy, 
;  which  may  afford  fome  light  in  this  matter :  Speaking 
of  the  difputcs  between  the  archbilliop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  bilhop   of  Winchefter,  about  the  legatine 
Aftus  pontif.  po^er    he  goes   on   thps  ;    **    Oriuntur  hinc  inde 
Tlicobaldo.  ,  "  difcordio?    graves,   lues,  et  appellationes    antea 
,  "  inaudita?.        Tunc  leges  iff    cauftdici    in  jtngliam 
**  pHmo  vocati  Junty  quorum   primus  erat  magifter 
'^  Vacarius^      Hie  in    Oxenfordia    legem  docuit,  et 
'*  apud   Romam    magifter   Gratianus  &?  Alexander^ 
,  **  qui.  &'Rodlandus,4n  proximo  papa  futurus,^tf;ztf«^j 
**  compilaviL**    By  this  it  appears,  that  the  occafion 
of  bringing    over  thefe  l"aw§  and  profeflTors    from 
Italy  was  the  new  and  frequent  difputes  that  arofc 
between    bifliops,     and,  in   confequence  of    them, 
appeals  made  to  the  Pope.     The  jurifprucience  of 
Rome,  that  is,  the  canons  received  and  authorized 
there,  being  to  decide  thefe  appeals,  the  ftudy  of 
;    them  i^as  thought  to  be  ncceflary  here ;  and  both 
parties  defired  to  make  their  court  to  the  PopCj'by 
the   regard  they  paid  to  them  ;  as  nothing  could 
.    mpf e  enlarge  his  authority,  than  the  extending  the 
ufe  and  influence  of  thefe  laws.      Yet  it  muft  be 
'    confefled,  that  Vacarius,  who,  as  Gervafe  of  Can- 
^  .  terbury  tells  us,  was  the  chief  prof eflpr  pf  them  in 

Fletam.*^"':*"  England,  did  alfo  teach  the  civil  law.  He  was 
Arthur  Duck  profclTor  of  both,  Ugum  doQor^  and  brought  both 
autl!oritetc  ju-  ^^^^her  into  this  kingdom.  For,  at  this  timq^  tliey 
rificiviiis.  went  band  in  hand  over  Europe.  The  prohibition 
^^^[^^- ^^™- of  Stephen  included  both  ;  for  there  might  well 
Hontc,  ann,  b^  a  jcaloufy  in  the  government,  that  too  great  a 
"4<-  fondnefs, 
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fondnefs,  cither  for  the  civil  or  canon  law,  would  ^9  ok  i.  * 
be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Englilh  conftitution.     Ity  ^^  ^J^ 
was  afterwards  found  to  be  fo ;  and  therefore  wifely  2  kic.  IL 
oppofjsd  by  the  parliatoent.     The  only  difficulty  is,®j^^*j^.||^-^^^^ 
why  the  canon  law  Ihould  be  faid  to  be  now  brought  spcim.  Concf 
into  England*    For,  in  a  National  fynod,  held  here  *93. 
Anno  Domini  670,  the  Codex  Canonum  reius  eccle- 
fiae  Romans  was  received  by  the  clergy.      It  alfo 
appears,  by  a  ftatute  of  William  the  Firft,  that,  J^J^^^S^^ 
with  the  adyice  and  confent  of  his  great  council,  heAnaica.Angl 
had  reviewed  and  reformed  the  epifcopal  laws  ihat^^JJ**!-^' 
were  in  ufe  till  his  time  in  the  realm  of  England. 
Some  eftablifliment  therefore  the  canon  law    had 
undoubtedly  gained  in  this  country  before  the  reign 

^  of  King  Stephen,  even  by  the  fanftion  of  the  whole 
l^gidature.  But  thefe  more  ancient  canons  were  * 
not  fo  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  ftate,  as  thofe  * 
now  introduced  by  Vacarius.  The  great  compjla-  - 
tion  made  by  Ivo  de  Chatres,  in  the  rime  of  Henry' 
the  Firft,  was  ftrongly  calculated  to  advance  the' 
dominion  of  Rome,  and  all  the  extravagant  pretcn-^' 
fions  of  the  clergy.  It  was  probably  this  which 
was  brought    over  and   taught  by  Vacarius,    with  - 

fudi   other  papal  decrees,  or  canons  of  councils,  as    " 
later  popes  had  fuperadded  to  that  body  of  laws. 
And    thefe    being    formed     on    the  principles  of 
Gregory  the  Seventh,  it  was  time  for  the  civil  power  v,  SeWcn't 
to  refift  their  eftablilhment.      Befides,  the  queftionj^^jj^^^^^ 
was  now  not  only  upon  the  utility y  but  the  authority  j 
of  thofe  laws.      For  the  court  of  Rome  pretended' 
to  iinpofe  them  upon   all  Chriftian  ftates,   propria 

jurcy  and  by  a  tranfcendent  power  in  itfelf,  derived 
from  God,  to  which  the  laws  of  all  nations  were  to 
fubmit.  It  was  therefore  moll  ncceffary  n  w  to 
affert  the  independency  of  the  ftate,  by  refuiing  to 
admit  them.  Nor  do  I  conceive  that  Stephen,  by 
this  prohibition,    forbad  the  ufe  of  thofe  canons 

H  h  3  which         > 
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^QQ^    ^ which  were  already  ingrafted   in    our  conftitutiom 
'  He  only  expelled  the  new  book3  which  had  lately 

been  brought  into  England  by  Vacarius. 

The  cxaft  time  when  he  pubUflied  this  edift  we 
cannot  lie  certain  of ;  the  year  not  being  mentioned 
in  any  ancient  writers  who  tell  us  the  faA^  Some 
modern  authors  have  fuppofed,  that  it  3vas  done 
about  the.  year  1148  ;  but  that  is  a  miftake ;  for 
Vacarius  did  not  begin  to  read  Icftures  in  Oxford 
till  the  year  1149.  ^  ^^^6  therefore  ventured  to 
place  it  iti  the  year  11 52,  when  Stephen  had  no 
longer  any  meafures  to  keep,  either  with  the  pope, 
or  the  bifhops,  having  been  fo  infulted  by  both  in 
the  affair  of  his  fon's  coronation.  And  as  Gratian 
publilhed  his  Decretum  in  the  year  1151,  that 
coUeAion  was  probably  fent  over  to  Vacarius,  and 
read  by  him  here,  which,  from  the  nature  of  it, 
might  well  add  to  the  alarm  of  the  government,  and 
determine  it  the  more  to  this  prohibition.  Where 
we  have  only  conj?<fture  to  guide  us,  probabilities 
muft  determine. 
Mattli.  Paris,  It  is  obfervable,  that  when  the  Decretals  of  Gre- 
^  ^^*'  gory  the  Ninth,  which  he  had  commanded  to  be  ready 

and  divulged  throughout  the  whole  worlds  were  brought 
into  England  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Third,  the  king  forbad  them  to  be  taught 
in  the  London  fchools  :  "  Mandatum  eft  majori  & 
"  vicecomitibus  London,  (fays  the  clofe  roll  of  this 
^'  year)  quod  clamari  faciant,  &  firraiter  prohibere, 
''  ne    aliquis  fcholas  regens  de  Icgibus  in  eadem 
'*  civitate,   de  caetero  ibidem  leges  doceat  j    &  fi 
''  aliquis    fuerit   hujufmodi   fcholas  regens,   ipfum 
V  fine  dilatione  capere  faciant.     Tefte  rege  apud 
Sec  Dinrcft.    «  Bafing.      11  Decern/'    Lord  Coke  indeed  fays, 
SetHift!*of    that   this  writ  was  iflucd  out  agamft  the  reading 
Ccnvocat.       upon  Magna  Cbarta,  and  Charta  de  Forefta  ;  but 
f  •  j>  4-        Selden  and  other  learned  men  have  demonftrated  that; 
he  was  miftaken. 

6  P.  12Z. 
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y#  222.  And  landed  very  happily  y  it  is  not /aid  where  ^  BOOK    i^ 
but^  probably y  at  fVarebam^    on  the  Jixtb  day  oj 
January  J  1153. 

The'Norman  chronicle,  as  published  in  Duchefnci, 
puts  this  event  under  the  year  1 15 1  j  as  it  docs  the 
death  of  the  earl  of  Anjou  under  the  year  1150^ 
But  Duchefne  hinrielf  has  obferved,  that  the  copy 
firom  which  he  printed  that  Work  is  very  full  of 
anacbronifms.  Many  indeed  of  the  moll  approved 
writers,  who  lived  in  thefe  times,  differ  in  their  dates 
even  of  very  important  fafts.  The  difagreement 
between  them  may,  fometimes,  be  reconciled,  by 
obferving,  that  fome  of  them  compute  the  beginning 
of  the  year  from  the  incarnation,  others,  from  the 
nativity,  others  from  the  paffion,  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.  And  thofo  who  reckon  not  by  the  years  of 
Chrift,  but  by  the.  years  of  a  king's  reign  (as  feveral 
do),  are  not  agre^  iix  that  computatipp, ;  for,  if  a 
king  tame  to  the  crown  about  the  middle  or  end 
of  a  yeari  fome  teckon  the  interval  between  his 
coronation  aiui  the  following  year  the  firft  of  his 
reign,  beginning  the  fecond  with  the  commencement 
of  the  next  year :  Others,  on  the  contrary,  take  no; 
account  of  thofc  broken  months,  but  date  the  reigu 
from  th€  beginning  of  the  enfuing  year.  But  there 
are  fome  inftanc^s,  where  the  difcordance,  in  point 
of  chronology,  cannot  be  accouated  for  either  way  ; 
but  muft  be  owing  to.  inaccuracy  and  miftake  in  the 
writers,  or  in  the  copies  which  we  have  of  their 
books.  I  have  taken  great  pains,  throughout  this 
hiftory,  to  fix  the  dates  as  exaftly  as  poffible ;  but 
do  not  think  itneceffary  to  trouble  my  readers,  upon 
every  occafion,  wnh  giving  my  reafons  why  I  have 
preferred  one  authority  to  another. 

'  Hh4  R  122.' 


r^  NOTES   OW   THE   LlFi: 

U  v»  :;  I  p,  2'28:  Tke  earl  of  AruAdel^  having  ^gpmbkdibt 
'^       ^^— -^      }_2jnr^j}^  fiGbility^  and  principal  facers ^Jfake  tc  tjbis 

cffl'Sf  :  &c.  .    -   ■ 

Vid.  Gciv,  Gefyafe  of  Carite'rbury,  in'  his-,  account  6f  tMs 
chron.  p,  -event,  makes  the  cirl  of  Arundel  ptopofe  an  agree* 
'^^^'  meiu  with  Henry  to  Stephen  himfelf,  without  hav* 

ing  firft  fnggcfted  it  to  the  nobles,  or  being  ftcure 
ot  their  affent.  And  he  fuppofes,  that  it  arofe  from 
/jccidentf  not  dejjj^n  ;  becaufe  the  king^s  horfe '  bad 
fallen  with  him  three  tirties,  Which  the  eari  thought 
ji  bad  omeny  and  for  that  reajon  advifed  him  tQ  nnike 
0  peace>  One  woujd  alfo  imagine,  from  bis  vay 
of  relating  it,  that  Stephen  came  into  a  propofal 
fo  fudden,  and  fo  difadvantageous  to  hingfelf  and> 
his  family,  without  any  reludance,  and  chiefly  on 
that  account;  But  this  is  very  improbable  in  every 
circumftance,  efpecially  as  it  appears,  by  feveral[  proofs, 
that  this  prince  was  remarkably  free  from  fupetfti'*' 
Huntingd.  tioH.  Henry  of  Huntingdon^  another  contemporary 
^-  ^*7'  hiftorian,  gives    a  more  rational  account  of   this 

matter  in  many  particulars.  According  to  him,  it 
was  entirely  the  aft  of  the  EngliCh  nobility,  who 
forced  both  Stephen  and  Hedry  into  it  againft  thcip  • 
will.  His  words  are  thefc :  ^*  Infarrexemnt  autem 
**  proceres,  iramo  prcdhore*,*  Angli«,  de  conccrdia  . 
-**  inter  cos  agentes,  nihil  tamen  7}iagis  quam  difcoT'^ 
•^  diam  diligentes :  fed  bellatn  committers  mlebant,  quia 
^'  neiiirum  exalt  are  volebant^  ne^  altera  fubaito^  alte^ 
^^  ris  libere  dpmitietur,  fed  femper  alter  alteram 
'*'  metuens  regiam  in  eos  potefiatem  exercere  non  poffet, 
"  luducias  igkur  inter  fe  rex  duxque  confl:itueruat> 
^^!  coaili  nokntesy  &c.'^ 

There  are  very  few  paflages  in  any  of  our   old 
JEnglifh  writers,  which  defervc  more  regard,  for  th« . 
good  fenfe    contained   in  them,    and  for   the  light 
which  they  throw  upon  a  part  of  our   hiftory  left 
rcrjdark  by  all  others.-   Yet  it  iiiuft  b^  obferved, 

I  th« 
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that  the  earl  of  Arundel  is  not  mentioned  by  Henry  book  l 
of  Huntingdon  in  this  affair  :  but,  as  his  narrative  of  ^^  ^ 
it  is  (hort,  that  oraiffion  will  prove  nothing  againft 
what  is  faid,  by  other  hiftorians,  of  that  nobleman^s 
having  been  the  firll  mover  of  it,  and  having 
greatly  contributed  to  its  fuccefs  by  the  fpeech  he 
made  on  this  fubjeft.  I  have  therefore  agreed  fo 
far  with  thofe  writers  ;  but  in  the  occafion  and 
purport  of  the  fpeech,  as  well  as  in  the  efFeft  that 
it  had  On  Stephen,  I  have  preferred  the  authority 
of  Henry  of  Huntii\gdon,  who  feems  to  have  been 
better  informed,  or  to  have  judged  more  fagacioufly 
of  the  real  motives  and  fprings  of  this  revolution. 

In  compofing  the  fpeech,  I  have  followed  the 
example  of  the  moft  admired  hiftorians,  Thucydides, 
Livy,  Salluft,  Tacitus,  Guicciardino,  BentivogHo, 
Lord  Bacon,  and  feveral  others,  both  of  ancient  and 
modern  times,  who  thought  it  proper  to  introduce 
fome  ornaments  of  this  nature  into  their  narrative^ ; 
though  fome  perfons  of  good  fenfe  have  objefted 
againft  them,  particularly  Pere  DanieK  They 
certainly  give  a  dignity  and  fpirit  to  hiftory  ;  for 
which  reafon,  I  think,  they  ought  to  be  admitted, 
when  they  are  only  brought-in  upon  great  and 
weighty  occafions,  and  when  there  is  warrant  fufE- 
cient  to  determine  the  matter,  and  general  fcope.of 
them  ;  as  in  this  given  here.  I  have  fometimes 
abridged  thofe  that  are  delivered  down  to  us  in  our , 
ancient  hiftorians,  if  they  appeared  to  be  tedious ; 
and  fome,  which  I  thought  impertinent,  I  have  left 
out ;  but  moft  of  them  are  tranflated,  without 
variation^  from  the  contemporary  writers. 


NOTES 
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NOTES 
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SECOND      B  O  Q  K 

O  F    T  H  E 

Hiftory   of  the  Life  of  King  Henry 
the  Second. 


PAGE  292*  He  therefore  Jummoned  a  parliaments'^  00  it  ir/ 
wherein  almojl  all  his  nobles  zvere  prefenty  and"^       v       '^ 
:   having  probably  laid  before  them  the  wants   of  the 

crown s  the  lojfes  it  bad  fufferedy  the  illegality  of  the 

grant Sy  and  the  urgent  necejftty  of  a  fpeedy  rejump-' 
.  tion^  obtained  their  concurrence  to  ity  and  proceeded 

to  put  it  in  immediate  execution. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  fccret  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Winchefter  had  received  the  fanftion  of 
parliament,  as  the  three  others  had  done,  during 
the  life  of  King  Stephen.  That  prince  (one  may 
prefume)  delayed  to  afk  it,  for  fear  of  offending 
the  nobles  of  his  own  faftion  ;  and  Henry  durit 
not  prefs  him  (as  he  did  in  other  inftances)  to  exe- 
cute this  part  of  the  agreement  between  them,  left 
he  Ihould  take  advantage  of  it  to  excite  new  com- 
motions in  England,  before  he  himfelf  had  obtained 
a  peace  from  Louis.  It  was  therefore  neceffary  to 
alk  the  concurrence  of  parliament  to  ibis  refump-i 
tion,  after  he  came  to  the  crown  :  and  he  feems  to 

haT« 
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|loo K  ir.  have  afted  wifely  in  not  propofing  it  to  the m^  till 
'       ^— ^-^  the  cxpulfion  of  the  foreign  troops,  anddemoliuonof 
the  caflle^  had  been  fuliv  ei^ecuted* 

P.  294.  The  caufe  qffigned  for  ibefe  refumptions  was 

net  a  defeS  in  the  title  of  the  granter^  &c. 

Some  hiilorians  ha?e  indeed  given  that  reafon  for 

them  ;  but  the  fad  it  elf  proves  the  contrary.     For, 

in   thax  cafe,  opiy  the  grapts.  which  Stephen  had 

made  would^  have  been  refuoied  by  his  ibccefibr,  not 

thofe  of  Matilda.     Befides,  we  are  affured,    that 

Stephen  himfelf  had  coaf^ted  to  thefe  refumptions 

at  the  treaty  of  Winchefter,  which  he  would  never 

have  done  upon  the  fpundatipn  of  the  grants  beings 

.  illegal,  becattfe  made  by  him.      The  true  reafon  war 

p.^g"^"j.    the  poverty  ofthe^crown^  or(to>ufe  the  words  of 

Gcnr.  Chion.  William  of  Newbury)  quod  regit  redditus  breves  ejfent^ 

9-  *^77-        q^i  ^^Q  tempore  uberes  fuerant ;  and  the  danger  or 

leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  barons  fo  many  of  tic 

royal  fortreffes,   which  Gervafe  calls,    with   great 

propriety,    Rebellionum   materjam,    et    fufpicionum 

€aujas. 

P.  304.  -He  therefore  joined  two  hymen  in  the  com- 
mijftoit^  the  tarl  of  Leicejler  and  Richard  de  Lucy. 
It  feems  that  the  carl  0/  Leiceftcr  had  the  pre- 
cedence of  Richard  de  Lucy,  though  both  arc  ftyled 
equally  Jujliciarii  Jnglia,  in  the  records  of  thofe 
times.  Dugdale,  in  his  Baronage,  fuppofes  that' . 
the  latter  was  not  made  Jufticiary  til!  the  eighth  year 
of  Henry  II.  and  quotes  for  it  Roger  Hoveden, 
who  fays  no  fuch  thing,  but  only  mentions  him  as 
Jufticiary  in  fome  of  the  tranfaftions  which  paft  in 
that  year.  Indeed  this  work  of  that  learned  author 
is  much  more  inaccurate  than  moft  of  his  other 
writings,  and  ought  to  be  read  with  caution* 

p.  310, 
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^  ¥:  31  o.  And  juH  befofc  Ibe  death  iff  Stephen  the  drtb-  *  9  o  fcm 
dtacoisry  of  Canterbury  was  Hkewife  giv&n  Po  him''^  ,^»— ^ 
^iy  the  fame  prelate^ 

Fitzftephen  faysj  that  the  archdeaconry  of  Canter- 
bury was  the  firft  dignity  in  the  church  ^of  England, 
next  to  the  'bifliops  and  abbots,  aqd  was  Worth  to 
Becket  a  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  cqui?alent  to  a 
benefice  of  fifteen  hundred  at  prefent#  Pojt  epifco- 
pos  et  ablates,  in  etelejia  Anglorum  hie  primus  et  dig-- 
nioT  eft  perfondtus,  tt  ei  valebat  centum  libras  argenti. 

P.  312.  ^he  Chancellor  of  England,  at  this  time,  had   ' 

no  difiinSl  court  of  judicature  in  which  be  prefided ; 

but  be  aSled  together  with  the  Jkfticidry  and  other 
'  great  officersy  in  matters  of  the  revenue^  at  the  Ex^ 

chequer,  and  fometimes  in  the  counties,  upon  cir- 

cuits. 

Britton,   who  flouriflied  in  the  reign  of  EdwardSeeD«|<hrfe, 
the  Firft,    writing  of   all  other  courts,    from  the^"S*  J^^^**^- 
higheft  tribunal  to  the  conrt-bat^on,  makes  no  men- 
tion  of  the  chancery.  And  Mr.  Madox  fays,  that,  till  See  Mtdox, 
the  reign  of  King  John,  the  chancery  was  ufually  g^^^^^^J*^^ 
hold&  at  the  Exchequer,  the  great,  fcal  being  com-p.  4»;'43. 
ttionly  kept  and  many  or  moft  of  the  chancery  writs 
dilpatched  and  fealed  there.     But  the  fame  author 
has  (hewn,  that^ .  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second, 
pleasr  were  held  in  the  couAty  of  Kent,  before  the 
king's  Chancellor,  and  the  fearl  of  Leicefter    chief- 
juftice,  and  alfo  befote  thfe  Chancellor^  and  Henry 
de.Effe3c  high-conftable. 

We  have  a  defcriptioij  of  the  o&ce  of  Chancel- Sec  Dugdaie* 
Jor    in   the   following  words  -of  a    contemporary  ^j^Sci^nta 
writer  of  Becket's  life;  **  Cancellarii  dignitas  eft,  ut the  office  of 
**  fecutidus  a  rege  in  fegno  habeatur  :  ut  altera  parte  ^^^^"^^^*^- 
^  fjgilli  regii,  tjuod  et  ad  ejus  pertid^t  <:uftodiam, 
^  propria  fignet  mandata>:  ut  capeSlisi  i^gia- in  illius 

"fit 
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BOOK  1L«  fij  difpoiitione  ct  curat  ut  yacantes  archiepifa>- 
*^  patus,  epifcopatus»  abbatias  ct  baronias  cadences 
**  in  manum  regis  ipfe  fufcipiat  et  confer?et :  ut 
^'  omnibus  regiis  adfic  confiliis;  ctiam  non  vocatus 
^^  accedat :  ut  omnia  (igilliferi  derici  regii  faa 
*^  manu  iigncntur :"  But  the  dignity  of  this  office  is 
exaggerated  by  this  author,  probably  from  a  delire 
of  doing  hqnor  to  Becket.  For  the  Dialc^us  de 
Scaccario  exprefly  fays,  that  the  Great  Judiciary  bad 
the  precedence  in  the  court  of  Exchequer  before  the 
Chancellor,  and  it  appears  from  many  other  proofs 
,  that  his  power  and  dignity  were  greater  at  this  time. 
Nor  is  it  true,  that  the  cuftody  of  vacant  prelacies  or 
*  of  baronies  efcheated  to  the  crown  belonged  officially 
to  the  Chancellor.  For  it  appears  evidently  by  the 
rolls,  that  the.  king  committed  it  to  whom  he 
pleafed.  Some  of  thefe  had  teen  granted  to  Becket, 

See  Hift  of  but  not  in  right  of  his  office*     Upon  the  whole, 

je^xdicq.    this  paffage  deferves  little  regard. 

There. are  feme  verfes  of  John  of  Salifbury,  in 
his  preface  to  his  Pplycraticon,  which  have  made 
fome  perfons  think,  that,  as  early  as  in  the  reign 

See  Duck  Ac  of  King  Heury  the;  Second,   the  Chancellor  had  a 

Authoritate     power  to  temper  and  moderate  the  common  law  by 

4(.  yui.p.305. 


i'^liiLoAot.  equity*  The  verfes  are  thefe: 


*^  Qgserendus  regni  tibi  cancellarius  Angli, 
"  Primus  foUicita  mente  petendus  erit. 

^^  Hie  eft  qui  regni  leges  cancellat  iniquas, 
**  JEt  mandata  pii  priacipis  aqua  facit. 
'    *^  Si  quid  obeft  populo,  vel  moribus  eft  irymJcum, 
*<  Quicquid  id  eft,  per  eum  definit.effe  nocens/' 

But^  from  other  proofs,  it  appears,  that  this  was 
not  a  defcription  of  the  chancellor's  office,  as  it  was 
in  thofe  days;    but  a  perfonal  compliment  paid, to 

Becket, 
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"Becker,  with  fuch  exaggcratious  as  poetry  ma yad-  j^^^^  ^ 
mitof,  and  a  quibble  upon  the  words  canc^Uat  and         ^ 
€ancellarius . 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the   inaccuracy  of  Monfieur 

Rapin  Thoyras,  in  his  hiftory  of  this  reign,  and  of 

the  little  knowledge  he  had  of  our  ancient  confti- 

tution,  I  Ihall  tranfcribe  a  paffage  out  of  him,  as 

tranflated  by  Mr.  Tindal,   who  has  faithfully  ren* 

•dered  his  fenfe;    "  After  the  king  (fays  he)  had 

^  taken  all  the  precautions  he  thought  proper,  for 

*^  the    reftoring  tranquillity  in   the  kingdom,    he 

*^  chofe  a  council  out  of  the  jpoft  eminent  perfons, 

**  as  well  among  die  dergy  as  the  tobility,    Theo- 

♦^*  bald,    archbilhop,  Thomas    Becker,    archdeacoa 

*^  of  Canterbury,    who  was  juft  made  chancellor ; 

*^  Robert,  carl  of  Leicefter,  great  jufticiary  of  the 

**  realm,  held  the  firft  nmk  in  it.    At  the  head  of 

**  the  cabinet-council  was  Matilda  his  mother,   whom 

'**  long  experience,   and  her  own  misfortunes,  had 

**  rendered  wife  at  her  own  coft.     Thefe  two  councils 

•*  being  eftablijhcdy  fcfr/*    There  was  not,   in  thofe 

days,  or  for  many  centuries  after,  any  fuch  thing 

in  this  country  as  a  cabinct^ouncil ;  and  after  Henry 

the  Second  came  to  the  crown,  Matilda  was  never 

in  England.  But  Rapin  makes  perpetual  miftakcs  of 

this  nature ;  and,  except  in  what  relates  to  ecclefi- 

aftical  matters,  about  which  he  feems  to  have  taken 

more  pains,  is  a  moft  carelefe\and  fuperficial  writer 

of  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  "till  he  comes  down 

to  the  times  of  Henry  the  Seventh.     His  fenfible 

and  learned  tranflator,  Mr.  Tindal,    has  corredled 

'  many  of  his  errors ;   but  was  forced  to  leave  many 

more,  which  any  reader  will  fee,  who  will  compare 

Rapih*s  work  with  our  ancient  hiftorians,  or  with  ^ 

the  cleareft  accounts  of  our  ancient  conftitution. 


P.  328. 
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BOOK  11.  p,  ^2B.  He  Ukewife  infifted^  and mtwkbout  an  ancient 
'    --^     claim^  that  Aialcolm  Jbpidd  ackmwkdge  himfe(f  hU 
vajfalfor  Lothian. 

Some  of,  the  modern .  Scotch    hiftorians  having 
denied  the  faft  here  aflerted,    I  think  it  proper  to 

.give  my  authorities,  with  fome  fliort  obfervations. 
The  words  of  Diceto  (Imag.  Hiftor.)  under  the 
year  1157,  are  thefe:  "  Melchomos  rex  Scocorum 
^*  reddidit  el  (Henrico^  fcilicet)  civitatem  Carleu], 
**  caftrum  Baenburg,  Novum  caftrum  fuper  Tinam, 
**  et  comitatem  Lodonenfem.^^  Thfc  Normaa  chro- 
nicle of  Robertus  de  Monte  has  alfo  thefe  words : 

.  ^*  Hoc  anno  Malcolmus  rex  Scotorum  reddidit 
*^  Henrico  regi  quicquid  habebat  de  dominio  fuo, 
V  id  eft,  civitatem  Carlcuith,  caftrum  Baemburcfa, 
*^  Novum  caftrum  fuper  Tinam,  et  comitatem  Lt- 
*^  donenfcm.^^  As  thefe  are  both  contemporary  tef- 
timonies,  they  are  of  great  weight ;  and  I  may  add 
to  them  the  annals  of  Waverley  and  Matthew  Paris. 
Yet,  I  prefume,  they  are  all  inaccurate  in  giving 
,the  reader  to  underftand,-  that  the  county  of  Lo- 
th^n  was  reftored  to  King  Henry  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  other  places  there  mentioned.  For  only 
tht /overeignty  of  it  was  yielded  to  him ;  the  country 
being  ftill  poffcffed  by  Malcolm,  but  held  in  fief  of 
the  Englifti  crown,  as  it  had  been  by  Keneih  the 
Third  and  other  kings  of  Scotland.     And  for  this 

.  reafon  it  was,  that,  in  paying  his  homage,  he  xlid 
it  with  a  faving  to  bis  royal  dignity ;.  that  ft  might 

.  appear,  it  was  only  for  this  part  of  Scotland,  not 

'  for  the  whole  kingdom.  Had  he  done  homage 
only  for  the  earldom  of  Huntingdon,  ther?  would 

,  have  been  no  need  of  this  faving;  fihce  his  being 
a  vafTal  for  a  county  of  England,  could  not  juftly 
be  fuppofed  to  impeach  his  royal  dignity,  as  king 
of  Scotland.  And  this  alfo  accounts  for  the  fileocc 
of  William  of  Newbury,   who  mentions  only  the 

threo 
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three  Northern  counties,  as  now  reftored  to  Henry ;|'^^J[[- 
becaufe  Lothian  was  not  upon  the  fame  foot  with'        ^ 
chem^    but  ftill  remained  in  the  poiTeffion  of  the 
Scotcbi^  though    under  condition  of  homage    and 
feahy  to  England.     That,    in  fome  way  or  other, 
ic  was  fubjeft  to  Henry,    a  proof  may  be  drawn 
from  the  words  of  Henry  himfelf,    in  the  letters 
patent  he  gave  to  Dermot  king  of  Leinfter,    the 
preamble  of  which  is  as  follows:  "  Henricus,  rexv.  GiraW. 
**  Anglian, .  dux  Normannia  et  Aquitania?,  et  comes  h^^^JJJj^  • 
^*  Andegaviac^  umvcrfis  ^delibus  fuist  Anglis,  Nor-expugnat. 
•*  mannis,  Gwalenfibus,    et  Scoth,    cunfiifque  na-^^-^*"?-** 
'*  tionibus   fuae   ditioni     fubditis,    falutem/'    The 
three  Northern  counties  having  before  been  reco* 
vered,  the  only  Scotch  fubjefts,  or  liegemen,  Henry 
couid  have  at  this  time,  were  the  Scotch  inhabiting 
Xx>thian,  nnlefs  we  ihould  fuppofe  that  fome  of  that 
nation  had  fiefs  in  England,    of  which  I  find   no 
evidence*  in  records  or  hiftory.    It  does  not  well 
appear,  why  Diceto,  the  annals  of  Waverley,  and 
^he  Norman  chronicle,  in  the  pafiages  cited  above^ 
mention  only  Carlifle,  the  caftle  of  Bamburg,  and 
Newcaftle  upon  Tine,  as  yielded  now  to  Henry  by 
the  king  of  Scotland ;  whereas .  it  is  certain,  from 
phe  teftimony  of  William  of  Newbury,    and  other 
good  evidence,  that  ail  the  three  Northern  counties 
were  delivered  up  to  him*    Thefe  were  indeed  the 
chief  places  of  Cumberland  and  Northumberland  ;  ' 
but  the  counties  (hould  have  been  mentioned,    asv.Ncubng* 
they  are  very  diftincily  by  William  of  Newbury^  j^i.u.c;4. 
contemporary  hiftorian. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  which  the  kings  of 
England  had  of  homage  for  Lothian,  thefe  are  the 
words  of  the  Wallingford  chronicle,  written  by  anv,  chronic. 
Abbot,  who  lived  under  Henry  the  Second :  ''  Sug-^^^^^^^ 
^^  geflit  rex  jSlineth  regi  Eadgaro  Louthion  ad  fuum 
^*  jus  debere    p^rtidere,    et  haeredctari  2k  regibus 

Vol  U.  I  i  "  Scotorum 
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B  o  o  K  II.  "  Scotonim  poffideri.  Rex  nolens  aliquid  abropte 
**  facerc,  toe  poft  faftum  poeniteret,  regis  Kinetll 
**  canfam  curiae  fuae  intimavit.  Proceres  vero,  qui 
^'  k  progenitoribus  erant  eruditi,  nifi  fiib  nomine 
"  homagii  regi  Angliae  ^  regc  Scotorum  impeniiy 
^*  ct  praecipue  quia  ad  tuendum  terram  illaixi  diffi- 
^^  cilis  eft  acceflus  et  parum  proficua  ejus  domination 
*^<  aflenfit  autem  aflfertioni  huic  Kinech,  etfu^  naming 
*^  homagii  earn  peiiit  et  accepit^  fecitque  regi  Eadgaro 
^^  homagium^  fub  cautione  multa  promittens,  quod 
'^  populo  partis  illius  antiquas  confuetudines  son 
*•  hegarct,  et  fub  nomine  et  lingu^  Anglicana  pcr- 
*•  mancrent.  ^od  ufque  bodie  firmum  manet.  Sic- 
^  que  determinata  eft  vetus  querela  de  Louthion^ 
**  et  adhuc  nova  fa^pe  intentatur." 

Though  the  paffage  is  evidently  mutilated  in  two 
places,  enough  of  it  is  clear,  to  prove  a  very  an- 
cient dependence  of  Lothian  on  the  Englifli  crown. 
Which  is  alfo  confirmed  by  Matthew  of  w  eftminftcr, 
with  this  remarkable  circumftan'ce,  "  Dcdit  infuper 
**  ei  rex  (Eadgarus)  manfiones  in  itinere  plurimas, 
**  ut  ipfc  et  ejus  fucceflbres  ad  feftum  venientes,  ac 
**  denuo  revertentes,  hofpitari  valuiffent,  quae  lifque 
**  in  tempora  regis  Henrici  fecundi,  in  poteftate 
^*  regum  Scotiee  remanferunt.*'  Florence  of  Wor- 
ceftcr  alfo  fo  far  confirms  it,  that  he  reckons 
Keneth  among  the  kings  and  princes  who  fwore 
fealty  to  Edgar.  The  ftory  told  by  this  hiftorian, 
of  Keneth  and  feven  other  princes  of  the  Cumbrian 
Britons  or  Welfti  having  rowed  the  barge  of  Ed- 
gar on  the -river  Dee,  I  jriuch  doubt  of:  but  hjs 
evidence  as  to  the  yajfalage  of  Keneth  is  not  liable 
io  the  fame  objciftions. 

IWd.     Ani  the  \  EngUJh  monarch  conferred   on    bim  . 
the  earldom  of  Huntingdon ^  againfi  the  claim  of  the 
'  earl  of  Northampton^  to  mhofe  father  it  had  been 

given 
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,  given  hy  Stephen  on  fbe  death  of  Henry  prince  ^300  kit. 

Scotland.  ^ "" 

No  mention  is  made,  in  any  hiftory  or  record,  of 
the  county  of  Cambridge  being  annexed  to  this  grant 
of  the  earldom   of  Huntingdon.     Yet  it  appears  Sec  Camclcn's 
by  records,    that  David, .  the  grandfather  of  Mal-g'^^'^Jjj^Qg, 
colm,    received  the  third  penny  of  the. county  orsuiac. 
earldom  of  Cambridge,   \yhen  he  was  earl  of  Hun- 
tingdon.  Poffibly  the  two  counties  were  then  united. 
We  alfo  find  that  the  young  King  Henry  added  it     . 
to  the  grant  of  Huntingdonlhire,    which  he  made 
to  David  the  brother  of  William  king  of- Scotland, 
when  he  confederated  with  that  prince  againft  hi« 
father,  in  the  year  1173.    After  this  we  hear  no 
more  of  this  earldom,    till  Sir  John  of  Haynault, 
brother  of  William  earl  of  Holland  and  Haynault, 
was  made  carl  of  Cambridge  by  King  Edward  the 
Third. 

P.  331.  j5«/,  from  fome  remains  of  ity  which  are  ft  ill 
to  be  feefi^  and  for  feveral  other  reafons^   I  Jhould 
judge  that  it  (viz.   Offals  Ditch)  was  'rather  in- 
tended  for  a  boundary^  tofeparaie  the  territories  of 
the  Englifb  from  thofe  of  the  Welfhy  than  to  proteSl 
the  former  as  a  fortification. 
A  law  of  Harold  Harefoot  is  mentioned  by  Mr; 
Selden^  which  enafts,  that  if  any  Wellhman,  com- 
ing into  England  without  leave,  was  taken  on  this 
fide  of  OfFa's  Ditch,   his  right-hand  fhould  be  cut 
off  by  the  king's  officer.    This  ftatute  fliews,  that 
fo  late  as  in  the  reign  of  that  Danilh  monarch  this 
ditch  was  cohfidered  as  a  difcriminating  limit  between 
the  two  nations  j  but  afterwards,  when  all. the  bor- 
ders of  Wales  beyond  the  ditch  were  filled  with 
Englilh  colonies,    and    the  WeMh  themfelves   had 
fu^raittcd  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  Englifli  under 
I  i  2  feudal 
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BOOK   n.feadal  bonds  of  aHegiance,  the  law  was  neceflardy 
*       "^     """^abrogated,  and  fell  ir>co  difirfc.  . 

P.  332.  But  the  two  younger  were  fuhordinate  to  the 
eldefi^  who  bad  Tjlortb-fFaUs^    and  held  bis  royal 
feat  at  Aberffraw  in  tbe  iJU  0/  AngUfea^  wbicb  was 
the  Mona.  of  tbe  Britons. 
V\^^f'       The  very  intelligent  and  fenfible  author  of  the 
SiLcglwIu,  general  Preface  to  Wotton's  colleftion  of  the  WeUh 
'  Laws  is   of  opinion,    that  the  fovereignty  of  the 
kings  of  North-Wales  over  thofe  of  South- Wales 
and  Powis-land  did  not  exift  in  thefe  times,    but 
was  a  claim  fet  up  afterwards,   about  the  days  of 
our  Henry  the  Second.    Though  I  perfeftly  agree 
with  him  in  roofl;  other  points,  I  do  not  think  his 
.    arguments  here  are  fufEcient  to  overturn  the  autho- 
rity of  fo  many  writers   as  are  unanimous  in  the 
other  opinion,  which  I  the  rather  incline  to,  becaufe 
It  fceras  that  tbe  Wolfh  would  hardly  have  con- 
tinued without  a  head,    or  under  princes  indepen- 
dent the  one  of  the  other,  when  they  had  a  conftant 
war  to  maintain  with  tbe  Saxons.     It  is  therefore 
very  probable,    that  they  gave  a  pre-eminence  to 
the  king  of  North-Wales,    whofe  country  was  the 
ilrongeft  )  and  that  the'  two  others  were  fubordinat^ 
to,   and  dependent  on  him ;    as,  in  each  royal  fa*, 
xnily  of  the  three  kingdoms,  the  younger  fons  were 
on  tbe  eldeil. 

P»  ?33*    -^^d  made  a  reformation  of  their  political^ 

civili  and  municipal  laws^   zvbich  were  digejied  by 

him  into  three  books. 

Vid.  Prafa-        iix  the  four  prefaces  to  thefe  laws,  as  publKhed 

Lc^^MlL     ^^  England,    I  find  a  great  difference  with  regard 

to  the  manner  in  which  Howel  Dha  made  this. 

reformation.    The  firll  fays,    he  convened  out  of 

every 
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txcry  cmmofe  (which  was  a  leffer  divifioa  of  cau-^o ok   11. 
tredSf    or  hundreds)  fix  m^n,    among  whom  were^ '     y    ^ 

*pcrfons  of  dignity  ia  the  churdi,    bifhops,    arch- 

Jbifliops,  abbots,  and  do&ors  ;  that  out  of  the  whole 
number  of  thcfe,  when  affembied  togeth'fer,  twelve 

.  of  the  wifeft  laymen  were  chofen,  and  one  clergy- 
ttian  of  tte  greateft  reputation  among  them  for 
knowjedge'  in  the  laws,  to  whom  the  king  gave 
authority  to  abolifc  fuch  laws  as  they  fliould  judge 
to  be  bad,  and  fubftitute  others  in  their  place ; 
which  work,  being  finilhed,  received  a  fanftion 
from  all.  the  affembly.  Blegored  (who  at  that 
time  was  archdeacon  of  LandafF)  is  afterwards 
mentioned  in  that  preface,  as  having  had  a  princi- 

' pal  hand  in  this  reformation. 

The  fecofld  preface  fays,  that,  out  of  the  wifeft 
men  in  his  territories  Cin  principatufuo)  Howel  af- 
fembied fix  from  every  cantred  (not  commote)  in  all 

^ Wales,  of  which  four  were  laymen,  and  two  were 
ccclefi^fticks ;  that  thefe  examined  tlie  laws  then  in 
ufe,  alleviated  what  feemed  too  fevere,  and  aggra- 
vated what  was  too  light;  left  fome  unaltered; 
amended,  or  abrogated  .others ;  and  enafted  fome 
new  ones.    With  this  account  the  fourth  preface, 

'  perfeftly  agrees. 

But  the  third  agrees  with  the  firft,  that  the  fix 
men.  were  chofen  froni  every  commote  in  Wales ;  and 

'  that  they  delegated  theif  authority  to  twelve  lay* 
men,    and  one  clergyman,    namely^  Blegored,    of  . 

^whom  no  tnencion  is  iti'ade  in  the  other  two. 

It  is  plain,  from  thefe  difierences,   that  none  of  ,., 

■  the  four  prefaces  Were  affiised  to  the  laws  by  Howel  \ 
Dha,  but  were  added  in  later  tim^s.     The  firft  <}f  VM,  v'txT^. 

^  them  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  ancients     Some  ^"|-  ^  w*^  t, 
authors  report,  that  Howel  went  in  perfon  to  Rome,^    eg.    a  . 
and  obtained  thp  pope's  confirmation  of  the  laws 
he  had  compiled.    But  none  of  the  prefaces  m^jj-Vid/Praefac 

lis     ^  xm^'"'^^' 
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BOOK  ll-tion  this  cxrcumftancc ;  and  (as  an  author  who  uii- 
derftands  the  Wclfti  language  affirms)  it  is  not  to 

,be  found  in  the  original  hiftory  of  Caradoc  of  Lan- 

carvon,  though  it  is  in  the  tranflation  of  Humphrey 

Llwyd,    pubii0ied  by  Dr.  Powel,     that  tranflator 

'    having  added,  not  very  judicioufly,  fome  things  of 

his  own  to  the  text  of  his  author.     The  faft  in 

.  queftion  is  evidently  falfe ;  for  it  is  impoflible  that 
the  pope  could  have  given  his  fandion  to  fome  of 
thcfc  laws;  particularly  ihofe  concerning  diyorcef, 
in  which  a  much  greater  liberty  is  allowed  than  the 

.  fee  of  Rome  has  eVer  admittfsd  ;  a  (linking  breat^ 
in  the  hu(band  being  accounted  there  a  good  reafon 
for  a  divorce,  befides  other  caufes,    which  it  wi|l 

/not  be  neeeffary  or  decent  to  enumerate  here. 

;P.  346.  Twelve  knights^  of  confiderahU  note  anddi- 

flinSlion^  were  retained  in  bisfirvke^  &c. 
,     Their  names  were  William  de  Londres,  Richard 

de  Greenfield,  or  'Granville,  Pain  4e  Tuberville, 
.Robert  de  St,  Quintin,  Richard  de  Syward,  Gilbert 
:de  Humfreyilje,  Roger  de  Berkrolles,  Reginald  de 

Sully,  Peter  le  Score,  John  le  Flcn^jng,  Oliver  de 

St.  John,  William  le  Efterling,  called  for'lhortnds 

Stradling.      .         . 

"P-  2.82.  He  therefore  rejoiced  fo  attempt  it^  andbav- 
ifig  drawn  out  of  the  whole  militia  of  England  a 
very  great  armj,    he  llfd  it  through  Chejhire  into 

•      Flintfire,  &c.  ^       <6.        y  % 

NLr'nfft*  .^  According  to  the  Norman  chronicle  of  Robertns 
'^.iisS.  "^  Monte^  there  was  fonjething  very  particular  in 
the  manner  of  railing  thi?  array.  Hi§  wprds  arc 
thefc :  «  Rex  Flenricus  praeparavit  maximam  expe- 
"  ditionem,  ija  ut  dm  mli'tes  de  tp/a  Anglia  tertium 
'^  pararent,  ad  ppprimencjum  Gnalenfes.^'  Mr. 
Madox  has  Ihewn,  m  hjs  Hiftbry  of  the  Exchequer, 

that 
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that  a  fcutage  was  raifed  for  this  war  on  the  clergyBooK  11. 
that  held  of  the  crown  by  knight-fervice.  We  muft^  ^  ' 
therefore  underftand  the  words  above-cited  as  only 
extending  to  lay-fees.  But  I  rather  doubt  the  truth 
of  it,  as  it  is  not  confirmed  by  our  records,  or  by 
any  Eogliih  writer  who  lived  in  |thofe  times*  I  find 
indeed  the  fame  words  in  the  annals  of  Waverley  ; 
but  as  it  is  probable  this  part  of  thofe  annals  was 
not  compiled  till  long  afterwards  (for  the  word^  df 
the  Norman  chronicle  are  often  tranfcribed  in  them), 
1  think  ir  does  not  add  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
original  author. 

P.  383.  But  this  appearance  was  only  an  artifice  to 
draw  the  Englijh  into  a  narrow  and  difficult  paff^ 
between  two  ranges  ofbiUs,  &c, 

Camdeni  in  his  Britannia,  fays,  that  this  pafs  is  See  Camden's 
near /the  river  Alen;  and  it  appears  to  have  heeop"^^"]^'^^^^ 
formed  by  fome  hills,  which,  in  the  map  he  has 
.given  of  Flintftiire,  are  placed  to  the  north  of  that 
river  between  Kilken  and  Flint.  Dr.  Powel,  in  his 
Notes  on  the  Welfh  chronicle,  mentions  this  aftion, 
as  it  is  defcribed  by  William  of  Newbury  5  and 
fays,  that  the  ftreights,  which  thp  Englifli  army 
were  then  attempting  to  pais,  were  at  Counfyltb, 
near  Flint.  Probably  they  mean  the  faijie  place* 
There,  was  another  ioad  on  the  fands  along  the  fea- 
Ihore,  which  tjenry,  it  may  be  prefumed,  avoided 
at  firft,  from  an  apprehettfion  of  fome  danger  in 
pafling  thofe  fands,  though  he  afterwards  took  ir,  n 
as  fafer  than  the  former  from  the  ambufcades  of  the 
Welfh.  Giraldiis  Cambrenfis,.  in  his  account  of 
this  country,  has  mentioned  both.  His  words  are 
thefe:  **  In  cellula  de  Bafinwerke  pernoftavimus. 
^*  In  craftino  vero  longum  vivumque  per  loca  fabu- 
"  liim,  non'  abfque  formidine,  permeantes,  fylv?- 
''  ftria  de  Colefhuil,  id  eft,  Carbonis  colic,  a  dextrr.    . 

I  i  4  "  reli- 
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BOOK  iL<c  rdiquimus,  ubi  Anglorum  rex,  Hcoricus  fecna? 

'  "  dus,  noflris  diebus,  cum  primo  Walliam  hoftiliter 

/*  intravit,  juvenili  impetu  ct  inconfolto  calore 
**  arftura  illud  fylvcftre  penctrare  pra^famens,  com 
**  detrimcnto  fuorum  et  damao  non  modico,  am- 
*•  biguam  bellorum  aleam  cxpcrtus  eft.'*  The 
place  which  Camden  and  Giraldus  call  ColefhuU, 
or,  in  modern  Engl'ifli,  Colejbill^  is  called  in  the 
Wclfli  chronicle  Coed  Euk*  But  it  is  obferTable* 
that^  by  the  account  which  is  given  in  that  chro- 
nicle or  this  engagement,  it  feems  that  the  king 
was  not  prefent  in  it  himfelf,  but  only  a  detach* 
mcnt  from  his  camp  near  Chcfter.  Neverthclefs, 
the  clear  teftimony  of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  William 
of  Newbury,  and  Gervafe  of  Canterbury,  contem- 

Eorary  writers ;  and  the  duel  and  condemnation  of 
lenry  de  EfleXj  in  confequence  of  it^  leave  us  no 
room  to  doubt  that  he  was  there  in  perfon*  Per- 
haps the  error  is  not  in  the  chronicle,  but  in  Hum* 
.phrey  Llwyd's  tranflation,  which»  not  underftanding 
the  original  language,  I  am  forced  to  make  ufe  of 
as  pubTiihed  by  Dr«  Fowel,  and  fincci  with  fQm« 
alterations,  by  the  ReVt  Mr»  Wynne* 

)?.  393.  And  this  fk^ciently  acc$unisfor  none  of  tbefi 
coins  having  ever  been  found. 
Mr.  Folkes,  in  bis  book  on  Englifh  coins> 
mcrftions  ferae  pennies  qoined  at  York  with  the 
name  Euftacius.  But  as  Euftace  was  the  king's 
eldefl:  fon,  and  as  his  father  defired  to  have  him 
crowned  in  his  own  life-time,  I  do  not  reckon  thefe 
among  the  coins  abovenientfoned  %  though  thefe 
alfo  would  undoubtedly  have  been  melted  dowq^ 
and  deftroyed  by  King  Henry  the  Second,  if  they 
had  not  ♦been  loft,  or  lecreted.  Mr.  Folkes  alto 
mentions  another  coin  he  had  feen  in.  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke's  coUeftion,  that  has  the  name  of  King 

'  Stephen 
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Stephen  mily  on  the  reTerfe»  and  on  the  forefide  a^ooK  n; 
prc£le  head  with  a  crofier  and  +  hbn  ...  vs  ep.  c. ^~^^^^ 
which  he  fuppofes  to  be  the  head  of  Hepjry  bilhop  xabic^of^*  ^ 
of  Winchcfter,  brother  to  the  king.  But  probably  EngUih  Coim, 
this  was  coined  at  one  of  the  Royal  Minis.  ^'  ^" 

?•  40p,    Some  accounts  that  are  given  cf  the  luxury 

and  expence  of  his  table  are  incredible^  &c. 

Fitzftephen  tells  u$,  that  one  day  there  wag  fer- 

yed  np  to  Becket,  during  this  embaffyi  a  fingle  diih 

of  eels,  which  coft  five  ppnnds  fterling  (centwnfotidii 

Jlerlingorum  eniptumj.     He  adds,  that  it  was  talked 

of  all  over  the  country  ;  and  well  it  might  j  for^ 

twenty  fliillings  in  thofe  days  containing  in  them  as 

irnuch  filver  as  fixty  in  thefe,    or  litde  lefs,  if  we 

idlimatc  filver  at  only  five  times  above  the  prefent 

v^lue,  as  much  was  paid  for  this  fingle  diih  of  eels 

as  if  we  now  bought  one  for  feventy-fivc  pounds 

fterling,  or  thereabout.      But  fuch  a  price  exceeds 

all  belief*  And  itmuft  beobferved,  that  this  author 

is  very  apt  to  exaggerate  in  his  accounts  of  thofe 

times  ;  but  more  efpecially  in  what  he  writes  to.  the 

honor  of  Becket. 

p.  413.  Nor  does  itfeem  that  the  policy  of  thofe  times 
ever  regarded  bis  dominions  upon  the  French  conti' 
nent  as  prejudicial  to  England.  Thofe  which  were 
maritime  provinces  (and  mojl  of  them  were  fo)  ap^ 
peared  very  commodious  to  the  Englijb,  4)n  account  qf' 
their  trade ;  efpecially  Normandy  and  Bretagne  \ 
^hicby  lying  oppoftte  to  their  coafis^  fecured  to  that 
nation  the f over eignty  of  the  whole  Britijb  ocean. 

There  is  a  fine  paiTage  in  the  fpeech,  which 
Lord  Bacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  the  Se^ 
"Venth,  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Thomas  Morton, 
^rchbiihop  of  Canterbury  and  chancellor  of  Eng-* 

land. 
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BOOK  II.  lan^,  as  delivered  to  the  parliament  called  by  that 
prince  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  on  the  war 
which  the  king  of  France  was  then  preparing  to 
make  againft  the  duke  of  Bretagne.  The  words 
are  thefe  :  "  If  the  French  king  fcall  make  a  pro- 
**  vince  of  Bretagne,  and  join  it  to  the  crown  of 
**  France,  then  it  is  worthy  the  confiderati^^  n  how 
"  this  may  import  England,  as  well  in  the  increafc- 
*'  ment  of  the  grcatnefs  of  France  by  the  addition 
**  of  flich  a  country,  which  fir  etches  its  boughs  unto 
**  our  feas^  as  in  depriving  this  nation,  andlcaving 
'*  it  naked  of  fo  firm  and  affured  confederates  as 
.**  the  Bretons  have  ever  been.  For  then  it  will 
'*  come  to  pafs,  that  whereas,  not  long  fince,  this 
•*  realm  was  mighty  upon  the  continent,  firjl  in  tern* 
**  toryy  and  after  in  alliance ^  in  refpedl  of  Burgundy 
"  and  Bretagne f  which  were  coT^ederates  indeed,  but 
^^  dependent  confederates  \  now  the  ohe  being  already 
^'  caft,  partly  into  the  greatnefs .  of  France,  and 
*^  partly  into  that  of  Auflria,  the  other  is  like  wholly 
**  to  be  caft  into  the  greatnefs  of  France  ;  and  this 
"  l/land  Jhall  remain  confined  in  effeEl  within  the  fait' 
*<  waters,  and  girt  about  with  the^coaji  countries  ef 
**  two  mighty  rnonarchs!'* , 

"  On  this  I  would  obferve,  that  a  more  dreadful 
evil  than  Lord  Bacon  makes  Chancellor  Morton 
exprefs  his  apprehenfions  of  in  the  fore^ing  paf- 
fage,  would  have  come  upon  England,  if  the  ambi- 
tious deCgns  of  France  had  not  been  checked  by 
the  two  grarid  alliances  formed  in  the  laft  century. 
For,  without  the  refiftance  they  made,  not  only  Bre- 
tagne, but.tf//  the  territories  of. the  houfc  of  Bur- 
,gundy,  which  ftretch  their  boughs  unto  ourfeas^  would 
.have  been  added  to  her  empire ;  and  wefbould  have 
been  girt  about ^  with  the  coaji-countries  of  oke  mighty 
monarch,  infiead  of  two.  The  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Dutch  and  the  Auftriau  Netherlands  is  not  fuch  as 

will 
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*will  afcfolatcly  remove  tljat  fear  from  any  thinking  book  ii. 
man ;  but  there  will  be  much  more  reafon  to  dread  ' 
it,  if  wc. cither  become  indifferent  to  the  ftate  of 
the  continent,  or,  from  the  load  of  our  debt,  ihall 
be  unable. to  aflift  our  confederates  there  againft  the 
invafions  of  that  power,  which  hitherto  nothing  has 
been  able  to  rcftrain,  but  the  wealth  and  valor  of 
this  nation  exerted  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  Eu- 
rope, wherein  its  own  is  comprifed. 

P*  421.   Injlead  therefore  of  haflening  to  Uiyftege  to 
Touloufe^  while  Louis  remained  in  that  cHy^  hie  de-* 
dared  bis  refobttion,  that,  out  of  re/peff  to  theper^ 
/on  of  that  king,  he  would  not  bejiege  it. 
For  this  I  have  the  authority  of  William  of  New- 
bury,  the  Norman  chroniicie,   Diceto,   Brompton, 
and  two  contemporary  writers  of  Becket's  life,  Fitz- 
'ftephenand  John  of  Salilbury,  the  latter  of  whom, 
from  his  very  intimate  conn^ftion  with  that  prelate, 
mull  have  perfeftly  known  all  the  circumftances  of 
this  afiair.    But  Gcrvafe  of  Canterbury  and  Hoveden 
fay,    that  King  Henry  Ueficged  Touloufe,  and  lay 
before  it  foipe  months.    Father  Daniel,  to  reconcile 
as  well  as  he  could  thofe  contradiftory  accounts,  has]^*^^?^"|,*J» 
fuppofed,   that,     after  the  town   was  inverted   by  France,  1.  vU. 
Henry,  and  ready  to  furrender,  Louis  forced  one  of  ^^^*"^*  "s^- 
the  enemy's    quarters,  and  made  his  way  into  it : 

*  upon  which  Henry  raifed  the  fiege.      But  for  this 

*  manner  of  bringing  the  king  of  France  to  the  relief 
of  the  town,  he  has  not  a  word  of  contemporary 
authority.    The  account  giyen  of  it  by  William  of 

*  Newbury  is  much  the  nckoft  probable,  and  confiftent 

*  with  itfelf.  **  Idem  ycro  comes,  tanti  excrcitiis  impe- 
**  tum  pertimefcens,  regis  Francorum,  qui  jixoris 
^*  fua  germanus  et  filiorum  avunculus  erat,  auxilium 
•^  iiiiploravit.  Qui  Zelando  pro  nepotibus  y^/««i 
**  adveniens  cum  aliquanta  militii  Tolofam  iutravit. 

^  ^^  Quod 
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BOOK   II- '<  Quod  cum  imiotuiflet  rcgi  Angloram,  perform 
^         *^  regis  ibidem confiilentis deferens  chMtatemofpugnare 
^'  d^liiy  et  ad  pervadendam  provinciain  expuguao- 
^*  dafque  rouaitiones  con?crtit  exercituia.'' 

P.  425.    But  in  thai  month  thty  concluded  a  treaty  of 

peace^  the  terms  of  which  were  very  advantageims 

and  honourable  to  Henry y  &c. 

This  treaty  is  not  in  Rymer,    nor  any  printed 

book.      But  there  is  a  very  old  copy  of  it  among 

the  Harltian  Maaufcripts   in  the  Britifli    Mufeum, 

which,   I  believe,    is   the   only  one   extant.      It  is 

Joined  to  fome  feleft  epiftles  ot  Becket,  which  feem, 
by  the  hand,  to  have  been  colle&cd  (boo  after  the 

^deathof  that  prelate*  This  I  prefuaae  was  ^ded 
to  that  colledion,  becaufe  Becket,  whofe  name  is 

,  among  the  witnefles  to  it,  had  a  principal  (hare  in 
negociating  it  on  the  part  of  his  mafter.  Notonfy 
it  appears,  that  no  modern  hiftorian  h^  had  any 
knowledge  of  it  ;  but  there  is  reafon  to  think,  that 

,  fome  of  thofe  who  lived  in  that  age  did  not  know 
the  contents  of  it ;  efpccially  of  the  firft  part  con- 

.  cerning  the  Yexin,  which  abfolutely  jufii£^  Kii^ 
Henry  the  Second  from  any  imputation  of  fraud  in 
the  method  of  acquiring  that  province*  A  tranfcript 
of  it  may  be  fccn  in  the  Appendix, 

P.  428 .   //  isoifervablij  that  the  firji  meMion  we  meet 

with  in  hijlory  of  this  impojition  on  knigbfi^es^ 

which  became  afterwards  very  frequent^  is  upon  tbU 

occqjioru 

Chron.  Norm.     The  words  of  the  Norman  chronicle  about  it  are 

P'  995*  thefe  :  ^  Rex  Henricus  iturus  in  expcditioncm  pra9- 

.  '^  didam,  tt  cmftderanskngUudinemet  d^iultaiem  vi4t^ 

**  nolens  vexare  agrarios  mlites,  nee  burgenfes  nee  rufii* 

^'  cos, 
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**  coj,  fumptis  LX  folidis  Andegavenfium  In  Normannia  ^  o  o  k  ir. 
*^  defeudo  unittfcujtifque  loricai  et  de  reliquis  omnibus ^         ^ 
•'  tarn  in  Normannia  quam  in  Angliay  fioe  etiam  aliis  * 
**  terris  fuis,  fecundam  hoc  quod  ei  vijum  fuity  capi^ 
"  tales  barones  Juos  cum  taucisfecum  duxitj  folidarios 
<*  vero  mtUtes  innumeros. 

'  This  paffagc  expreffes  with  great  clearnefs  and ' 
precifion   both    the   motive  and  manner  of  intro- 
ducing' this  commutation  for  perfonal    fervice  in 
foreign  wars. 

Gervafe  of  Canterbury  alfo  mentions  this  fctitage 
in  the  following  words  :  "  Hoc  anno  (1159)  rex 
*•  fcotagium,  five  fcutagium,  de  Anglia  accepit, 
**  cujiis  fumraa  fuit  centum  miHia  et  quatcr-Viginri ' 
*•  millia  librarura  argenti.  De  aliis  vero  terris  fibi 
"  fubjeftis inauditam  fimiliter cenfus  fecit  exaftionem.'* 
Neverthelcfs  Mr.  Madox  has  fliewn,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  the  Exchcqueri  that  a  levy  of  fcutage  had  been 
made  in  this  kingdom  before  the  war  of  Touloufe, 
viz.  in  tfie  fecond  year  of  this  king  ;  but  it  was 
only  affeft  upon  the  bifliops  and  abbots  who  held  in 
capite  of  the  crov\Ti :  whereas  this  was  general. 

'  There  is  a  paffage  in  the  ancient  treatife  called 
Diaiogus  de  Scaccario,  written  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Second,  and  publiftied  by  Mr.  Madox,    from 
the  Black  and  Red  books  of  the  Exchequer,  which 
makes  a  particular  mention  of  fcutage  :  "  Fit  inter- ^^^*^g^J-^"- 
^*  dum,    ut   imminente   vel   infurgcnte  in   regnumciuM. 
**  hoftium   machiiiatione,    dQcernat  rex   de  fingulis  * 
**"feodis  militum  fummam  aliquam   folvi,    marcam 
*^  (fcilicet)  vel  libram  unam,   unde  militibus  ftipen- 
**  dia  vel  donativa  fuccedant.      Mavult  enim  prin- 
**  ceps  ftipendiarios  quam   domcfticos  bellicis   op- 
**  ponere  caft)us#     Haec  it^rqae  fumtna,  qirianomiiie  ' 
**  Icutorufm  folvitur,  fcutagium  nuncupatur."  From 
O  thcfc 
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BOOK  li^thefc  words  one  Ihould  think,  thatlcutage  had  been 
"^       ^raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  againft  inva- 
iions.  But,  befides  that  the  Norman  chronicle,  which, 
SccHift.  of   down  to  the  year  1161,  was  written  by  Robert  dc 
txchcq.        Monte,  a  contemporary  author,  fbews  us  the  con- 
trary \    the  ancient  form  of  charging  it  was,  pro 
exercitu^  de  its  qui  nm   abierurU  cum  rege\  and, 
during  this  reign,  I  neyerfind  it  taken  but  for  fome  . 
See  Littlcton's^^r  beyond  the  Englifh  borders.     And  Littleton,  in 
Tenures,       his  Tenuris^    fays,   that  tho/e  which  bold  by  efcuagc 
^Xi^i^"".^^^^^^  is  the  French  tranQation  of  the  Latin  word 
'  fcutagium)  oughi  to  do  their /ervice  out  of  the  realm.  He 
alfo  fays,  that  they  who  hold  by  cqftleward,  fay  no 
Tenures  of     ^fiuage.    Thc  reaion  of  which,  fays  lord  Coke,  was, 
knight-rcrvicc,becaufe  caftlcward  was  a  fenrice  within  the  realm. 
cc .  III.       Therefore  the  words imminente  vel  infurgente  in  reg'^ 
num  hojlium  machinatione^   cited    above    from    thc 
Dialogus  de  Scaccario,  mull  be  coniidered  as  loofe 
and  innacurate. 
5c  Sc?!"    .  ^^^  Madox  fuppofes,  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Ex- 
p.  440.  c.  16.  chequer,  that,  till  the  times  of  King  Henry  the  Third, 
whenever  any  fcutages  were  to  be  levied,  the  barons 
and  tenants  in  capite  did,  by  the  king's  command, 
fend  in  certificates  of  their  refpcftive  fees,  either 
toties  quotiesy  or,  at  leaft,  mod  ufually.     For  it  ap- 
pears by  a  recordf  that,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
Henry  the  Second,  fome  perfons  were  charged  with 
thc  fcutage  of  Ireland,  under,   the  title,  J5e  iis  qui 
cartas  non  miferunt. 

In  the  paffage  quoted  above,  from  the  Dialogus 
de  ScacQario,  it  is  faid,  that  a  mark,  or  a  pound, 
was  the  fcutage  ufually  charged  upon  every  knight's, 
fee.  No  computation  can  be  made  at  what  rate  each 
knight's  fee  was  charged  to  the  fcutage  for  the  war  of 

Touloufe, 
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Touloufe,  becaufe,  though  We  know  the  whole  fuin^QQ^^^; 
produced  by  it,  we  are  not  affurcd  from  how  many 
knights-fecs   it  was  raifed.      But,  by  the  greatnefs 
of  the  fum,  the  rate  muft  have  been  confiderably 
more  than  a  mark,  or  a  pound.     I  (hould  fuppofe, 
that  the  fcutages  varied  according  to  the  fervice  for 
vhich  the  military  tenant  commuted.       If  he  was 
required  to  follow   the  king  to  a  very  diftant  coun- 
try, the  compofition  to  exempt  him  from  the  obli- 
gation of  performing  that  fervice  was  higher.      But 
where  it  was  taken  for  a  war  on  the  borders  of  Eng- 
land, a  lighter  might  fuffice.   The  firft  fcutage  raifed 
by  King  Henry  the  Second  for  the  army  ferving  in 
Wales,  was  at  one  pound  a  knight's-fee.       1  his 
was  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  when  the  pre- 
lates   only   paid  it,  as  appears  by  a  paffage  in  the 
Red   book  of  the  Exchequer.      Yet  Alexander  de  L.  Rub  fol. 
Swereford,    who  made  the  colleftions  in  that  book,5|J^^^•^^VJ*• 
under  Henry  the  Third,^  mentions  another  fcutage  of  Exchequer, 
for  Wales,  in  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Second, J^^cjagc,c.i6. 
which  amounted  to  two  marks  for  every  knight's'^'       ' 
fee.     It  muft  have  been  charged  at  the  latter  end 
of  that  year,  when  we  find  that  fdme  commotions 
arofe  in  Wales,  the  king  being  ftill  abroad  in  the 
war  of  Touloufe.     And  it  is   very  furprifing,  that 
n  the   abovementioned    book  there  (hould  be  no 
notice  taken  of  the  great  fcutage  for  that  war,  but 
only* of  this  for  Wales.     I  doubt  whether  this  was 
a  fcutage,    .  Alexander  de  Swereford  fays  himfelf; 
thatit  was  entered  upon  the  rolls,  not /cut agium,  but 
donum ;  and  that  fome  paid  it,  who  did  not  hold 
by  military  tenures.      It  alfo  appears,  that  it  was 
determined  by  the  Chief-juftice  of  the' Common- sc« Littleton's 
pleas  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  fbat  efcuage^'^^^j^^^  ?- 
Jhallnot  be  granted  but  where  the  king  goeth  in  proper  Ig^^^^^'  ^ 
J    peffon.    As  therefore  Henry  d]d  not  go  himfelf  to 
•  -  :  this 
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BOOK  IT' this  war,  this  could  not  be  taken  as  efcu^^ 
V.  Prxfat.  ad  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^°  granted  as  an  auxUiumf  or  donunu 
DJai.dc  Scac-Mr.  Madox  obfervcs,  that,  in  Henry  the  Second's 
cano.  ^.jjjjg^  j^j^j  ^^j.^  called  dona. 

Madlx^ut  ^      ^^^  words  of  Alexander  de  Swcreford  are  very 

fvpra. '         cxprefs  to  prove,  that  no  fcutagc  had  been  raifed  in 

England  before  the  reign   of   Henry  the  Second. 

Primum  omnium  fctUagiorum^  prout  rumor  eso  rotulh 

ad  me  devenit^  ^Jt^m  fuit  anno  regni  regis  Henrici, 

JiHi  imperalricis,  ftcundo*    Ncverthelefs  there  is  an 

article  in  the  printed  copies  of  King  John's  Magna 

Cbarta^  taken  from  Matthew  Paris  by  Dr.. Brady, 

and  by  Wilkins  in  his  CoUeftion  of  Anglo  Saxon 

laws ;  which,  if  it  were  genuine,   would  contradift 

this  affertion.     It  ftands  thus  2  "  Scutagium  de  ca- 

^*  tero  capiatur,  ficut  capi  tempore   regis  Hcnrici 

,  *'  avi  nojlri  confuevit."      Now,  as  avi  nojri  cannot 

Cgnify  the  father  of  John,  but  may  his  great-grand* 

father ;   this  would  be  a  proof,  that  the  fcutage 

was  taken  in  the   time  of   King  Henry  the  Firlt. 

tBee  the  Edtci- But  this  article  is  not  foimd  in  the  moft  authentic 

Biackft^c^   copies.     And  I  make  no  doubt,,  that  it  got  into 

Matthew  Paris's  copy   from  the  charter  of  Henry 

the  Third,  where  it  ftands  very  properly,  becaufo 

Henry  the  Second  was  grandfather  to  that  king. 

Mr.  Madox  indeed  has  mentioned  a  writ,  which 
he  found  in  the  private  Archive^  of  Weftminfter- 
coUege,  and  by  which  Henry  the  Firft  grants  to 
the  abbots  and  monks  of  Weftminfter  an  exemp- 
tion from  fcutage,  for  an  eftate  they  held  of  the 
carl  of  Chefter;  but,  even  admitting  the  writ  to 
be  genuine,  it  will  be  no  proof  againft  the  opinion 
of  Alexander  de  Swereford ;  becaufe  fcutagium  fas 
Mr.  Madox  himfelf  tells  us)  iJuben  ufed  in  an  exten- 
J^efenfe,  did  anciently  ftgnify  any  payment  made  upon 
knight's  fees.    We  alfo  know,  that  it  fignified  fer- 

vitium 


-»v. 


aP     K  I  N  G  ..  H  E  N  R  Y    li.  497 

iHtium  fcutii   or    'knightVfervice.     And    therefore ^^^^^  ^f 
tbo  woiids  of  the  .writ,  ^iete  de  fcutagio  et  omnibus 
/exularibm.  confuetudinibusy  may  be  well  underftood 
to  meaa"  aii  exemption  from  military  fervice,   and'  all  * 
other  fecuUr  cuftoras* 

If  a  military  iteoajaC  either  went  in  perfon  "with 
the  king  Xb  vyar  out  of  England,  or  fent  another 
to  fervqfor  him,   he.  paid  no  fcutaee. '  Thus,    in 
the  eightQCfith  yeat. of.  Henry  II.    feveral  perfons See  Madox  of 
are  chargjed t^  efcuao^e,  under  this  title,   l>s  fruta^io'^^^^^Zl'  ^^^i* 

...  ^      .  7  •    ^    ;   •      rj;         •  •!'.      ^      otExcheq.  c. 

7inlitum^  qutnQnabtcruntmtitbermam^  nee  mtliies  proi^-u  p.  438, 
ji  miferf^nh  Indeed  efcuage,  in  the  fenfe  of  a439- 
pecuniaf  y  payment,  being  a  commutation  for  a  fervice 
arifing  e^.^ S  tenure^  viz.- the  tenure  by  kniglu's- 
fervice,  wh^a  that  fervice  was  performed  in  another  . 
manuef,  by  ihe  military  tenant's  fending  a  man  to 
ferye  f^r  him,  fuch  cornmutation  could  not  take  place* 
There  was  ^Ifo  a  ditference  between  this  compofition 
by  efcuage,  and  x\\^jin€S  paid  to  the  king  by  barons 
and  knight?  holding  in  chief  of  the  crown,  for  not 
ferving  abroad,  when  they  had  been  ordered  to  do 
fo  by  fiimmons.  from  the  king.  Earl  William  de 
Vernun  fined  to  King  John,  pro  licentia  remanendiy 
and  that  the  king  would  receive  the  fcutages  of  his 
knight* s-fees  which  he  held  in  capite.  In  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  the  Third,  feveral  tenants  by  knights-  ^^'^-  P-  459* 
fervice  paid  fines  to  the  king,  that  they  might  not 
take  the  voyage  into  GafcoignCy  bejides  the  fcutages 
which  they  voluntarily  granted  to  the  king  for  that 
voyage:  '  Thefe  inftances  fiicw,  that  the  fcutages 
were  not  always  accepted  by  the  king,  in  lieu  of  the 
duty  of  perfonal  fervice  from  his  military  tenants. 
Nor  indeed  could  they  ;  bccaufe  mercenary  foldiers, 
and  chiefs  of  experience  to  command  them,  were 
not  always  to  be  had  at  the  time  they  were  wanted. 
And  it  feems  to  have  been  in  the  option  of  the 
king,  whether  he  would  accept  ihem  or  not.  Mr. 
Vol.  II.  K  k  MadoiC 
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BOOK    II.  Madox  has  given  it  as  his  opinioo,  "  iS^iZt  perfenat 

^"'^ '  "  fervice  was  required  mjl  cbiefiy\  if  mt/oleJy^  of 

"  the  tenants  holding  by  knights-ferfice,  m  capite, 
"  ut  de  corona.  For,  if  a  man  held  his  land  of 
•^  the  king  by  knighis-fervicc,  as  of  an  honor  then 
"  being  in  the  king's  hands,  and  not  of  the  crown^fuch 
**  tenant  was  not  indifpenfably  obliged  to  do  per/onal 
**  Jervke  in  the  kvi^s  army^  but  was  to  pay  the  king 
c*^  AT  u^  ,. "  efcuaffe  when  it  was  alTeft.  Kt  leaft  this  was  alledq:- 
fut>Ya,  p.  454.  **  cd  to  biT  the  ufagc  in  the  reign  or  King  Edward  the 
"  Second,  in  the  cafe  of  Gerard  dc  Wachefliam  and 
*^  Thomas  de  Ingleftorp."  I  much  doubt  whether 
it  was  fo  in  the  times  of  King  Henry  the  Second  ; 
a^  I  fee  no  reafon  for  it  in  the  feudal  policy,  the 
tenants  of  an  efcheated  barony  being  obliged  to 
perform  the  fame  fervice  to  the  king,  that  they  would 
have  performed  10  the  baron.  The  fame  author 
Ibid.  p.  461,  fays,  "  Sometimes  the  barons  and  tenants  by  knights- 
**  fervice  were  amerced,  for  not  fending  their  knights 
**  ,to  ferve  for  them  in  the  king's  army  ;  and  fome- 
•*  times  they  were  diffeifed  of  their  land  for  not 
"  doino-  their  fervice;"  of  both  which  he  gives 
fevcnd  inftanccs  from  the  rolls.  ^*  Rut  when  barons 
•*  or  knights,  holding  in  capite^  did  aftuirl  fervice 
•*  in  the  king's  army,  for  fo  many  fees  as  they  were 
Ibid.  p.  462.  ^,  anf^-erable  for ;  or  if  they  fent  knights  in  their 
**  Jlead  i  or  if  they  w,  de  Jim  for  the  fame  \  they  were 
**  wont  to  be  acquitted  of  efcuage  :*'  It-rauft  be 
obferved,  thar,  as  fo.ne  knights-fees  were  fmaller 
than  others,  the  fcuiage  upon  them  was  alfo  lefs  in 
proportion. 
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P.  450.  Whereas  tjoefitid  it  declared^  by  the  charier  rfHOOK  it. 

King  John,  $hatfcutdges  ought  to  be  ajf^  by  the"" — «s*-— ^ 

tenants  in  chief  of  the  crown  ajfembled  in  farlia^ 

ment. 

Although  this  daufe  be  left  otit  of  all  the  fubfe- 
quent  charters,  yet  it  appears,  by  a  writ  of^  King 
Edward  the  Fiiil's  rcigtij  cited  by  Mr.  St.  John,  on 
the  behalf  of  Mr.  Hampden,  in  the  cafe  of  fliip- 
money^  that  fcotage  was  granted  by  parliametic  i 
''  Datam  eft  nobis  inteliigi,  quod  plures  funt  qai 
V  tenent  per  fervuiura  militarium  de  nobis,  qui 
"  contradicunt  {oUctq  fcutagia,  quee  nobis  funt  con^ 
•^  ceffa  per  ctmnaine  concilium  regni  noftriJ*  And 
many  procefles,  ifiued  for  the  levying  of  efcuage 
granted  in  Edward  the  Firft*s  time,  were  releafed 
by  Edward  the  Second ;  ^a  diSlim  femritium  non 
fuit  commumter  failum;  that  is,  fays  Mr.  St.  John, 
that  it  was  not  done,  per  commune  concilium  regni. 
The  words  of  Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  concerningcoke  upcm 
this  matter,  require  fome  obfervation  i  "  And  after  LjttictDn, 
•'  fuch  a  voyage  royal  into  Scotland,  it  is  commonly  ^  *  ^ ''* 
^i  faidjthat,  by  authority  of  parliament,  theefcuage 
'^  ihall  be  affeued,  and  put  in  certain  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
"  a  certain  fum  of  money,  how  much  every  ond 
**  which  holdethby  a  whole  knightVfce,  and  which 
^*  was  ndther  by  himfelf,  nor  by  any  other  for  him, 
**  with  the  king,  (hall  pay  to  his  lord,  of  whom  he 
**  holds  his  land  by  efcuage.  As,  put  the  cafe,  that 
•*  it  was  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  parlia- 
**  ment,  that  every  one  which  boldeth  by  a  whole 
^*  knightVfee,  who  was  not  with  the  king,  Ihall 
**  pay  to  his  lord  40s;  that  he  which  holdeth 
•*  by  the  moiety  of  a  knight's  fee,  (hall  pay  to  his 
•*  lord  but  20s  ;  and  he  which  holdeth  by  the  fourrh 
•^  part  of  a  knight's-fce,  fhall  pay  but  los ;  and 
**  he  which  liath  more,  niore  -,  and  which  kfs,  lef^. 
**  And  fome  hold  by  the  cuftoni,  that,  if  efcnage 
K  k  2     -  ^^  be 
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BO.OK    i'l.«  be  affelTed  by  authority  of  parliament  at  any  fom 
"^^  "  of  money,  they  (hall  pay  but  the  moiety  of  that 

*/  fum,  and  feme  but  the  fourth  part  of  .that  fum. 
Sea.  98.  ibid.  ^*  But  bccaufe  the  efcuage  that  they  fliould  pay  is 
**  uncertaiD,;  for  that  it  is  not  ccrtaiii  how  the  par- 
**  liament,..will  affefs  the  .efcuage,  they  hold  by 
"  knight Vfexvite,  But  otherwife  it.  is  of  efcuage 
**  certain,  of  which  fhall  be  fpoken  in  the  tenarc 
*'  of  focage/'  The  fame  author  fays,  in  bis.  chap- 
lea.  119.  t;er  on  focage,  *'  Alfo  if  a  man  hdldeth.  of  his 
*'  lord  by  efcuage  certain,  1.  f.  in  this  manner, 
**  when  .  the. -efcuage  •  runneth,    or   b    affeffed    by 

V  parliament,  to  a  greater  or  lefTer  fum;  .that  the 
^^  tenant  (hall  pay  to  his  lord  but.-  haif  *a  raafrk  for 

V  efcuage,  and.no  more  nor  lefs,    to  how  great  a- 

V  fum,  or  to  how  little,  the'  efcuage  fonneth,  &c. 
V-fuch  tenure  is  tenure  in  focage,  'and*  not  knight's- 
V.fervice."  ' 

Seft  I  0  *  vThe  foriner  chapter  on  efcuage  further  declares, 
*  ' !  '  «^  And  it  i^  to  be  underftood,  that,  when  efcuage 
"  isfo  aiicfled  by  authority,  of  parliament,  every 
^Mord  of  whom  the  land  is  holdcn  by  efcuage 
^'  (hall  have  the  efcuage  fo  affeffed  by  paTliamefit ; 
«*  becaufe.it  is  intended,  by  the  law,  that,  at  the 
"  beginning,  ifuch  tcikments  were  given  by  the 
**  lords  to  the  tenants  to  hold  by.  fuch  fervices,  to 
<*  defend  their  lords,  as  well  as  the  king,  and  to 
1' .J>ujt'ii>  quiet  their  lords  and  the  kiiig  from  the 
**  :Scotch  aforefaid.  And.becaufe  fuch  tenements 
^*  came  firft  from  the  lords,  it  is  rcafon  that  they 
•'  ftiould  have  the  efcuage  of  their  tenants.  And 
•*  the  lords,  in  fuch  cafe,  may  diftrain .  for  the  ef- 
«  cuage  fo  affeffed;  or  they,  in  fome  cafes,  may 
"  have  the  king's  writs. direfled  to  the  iheriffs  of 
"the  .fame  counties,  &c.  to.  levy  fuch  efcuage  fof 
**  them,  as  it  appeareth  by  the  regifter/' 

All 
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.  AH  that  is.faid  abc4it  efcuage,  in  the  paffages^OOK  IL 
here  recited,  relates  to  the  methods  in  which  it  was^  V  ^ 
raifed  upon  \^t  fub  vajfah :  and  it  is  declared,  that 
they  pay  it  by  right  of  their  tenure,  becaufc  it  is 
intended  by  the  law^  that,  at  ike  begmmng^fucb  tene- 
'ments  were  given  by  the  lords  to  the  tenants  to  hold  by 
Juch  firvicesy  iffr.  And  though  OTiCntion  is  only 
m^de  of  a  war  againfl  Scotland,  as  if  they  had  been 
bound  to  fcrve  no  where  elfe.  Lord  Coke  obferves 
very  rightly,  *'  that  Scotland  is  only  put  for  an  ex- 
^*  ample ;  for  that  if  the  tenure  be  in  Walliam, 
*^  Hiberniam,  VafGoniam,  Piftaviaai,  &c.  it  is  all 
^'  one/: 

But  it  IS  further  obfervable,  that,  from  the  words, 
'after  fuch  a  voyage  royal  into  Scotland,  it  is  commonly 
fa'idy  that  by  authority  of  parliament ^  the  efcuage  fhall 
be  affeffedy  and  put  in  certain^  it  feems  as  if  the  aiTeff- 
nient;  by  parliament  wa,s  poderior   to  the  expedition 
for  which  the  efcuajre  was  to  be  paid.     Whereas  it 
is  faid  by,  R.  de  Monte,  that  Henry   the  Second 
took  efcuage  on  account  of  his  expedition  againfl: 
Touloufe,    before   he  went  thither:    Rex.  HenricusV.  Chron. 
**  iturus  in    expeditionem  pr^edidam,   et    conjiderans^^^^'^*^^^' 
*^  longhiidinem    et    difficuliqtsin  via,  .nolens  vexare 
*'  ac^rarios  niilites,  necburgenfes,  nee  rufllcos,  fump- 
**  tis  Lx  foliais  Andegavenfium  in  Normannia  defeudo 
**  uniufcujufqiie   Icrica,  et    de    rcliquis  omnibus ^   i^Q. 
'^*  jecundum  hoc  quod  ei  vifitm  fuit^  capitales  barones 
**  fuos  cum  paucis  fecu?n  duxit,  folidarios  vera  milites 
**  innumeros  :^^     Probably  it    was  found  more  cou- 
venienf  to   make  the    affenCments    after    the    fer- 
vice,    than     before,    as     it  could    not    be    previ- 
oufly  known  from  what  number  of  the  tenants  by 
tnight-fervice  it  was  to  be  taken,  becaufe  the  pay- 
.   ment  of  it  might   be  avoided  by    thofe,    who   ei- 
ther went   in  perfon    themfelves,    or  fent  men    to 
Ccrve  for  them.     But  the  declaration,  that  the  king 
K  k  3  woufd 
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BOOK  II. would  accept  it  in  lieu  of  perfonal  fervice,  muft 
A..,^..^^— ^  have  been  prior  to  the  time  of  performing  the  fer- 
vice :  for,  otherwife,  the  pcrfons  concerned  would 
not  have  known,  whether  they  might  have  the 
benefit  of  fuch  a  commutation.  Perhaps  notice 
of  this  may  have  been  given  by  the  fummons. 

It  appears  from  the  paflages  above-cited,  that 
fome  military  tenants  held  under  condition  of  paying 
but  half  of  the  efcuage  affeft  by  the  parliament, 
and  others  but  a  fourth.  Nay,  fome  there  were, 
who  fo  held,  as  that  they  were  only  to  pay  half  a 
mark  to  their  lord  upon  an  affeffdient  of  efcuage, 
whether  higher  or  lower  j  which  was  called  efcuage 
certain ;  and  fuch  tenants  were  not  underftood  to 
hold  by  knight's- fer vice,  but  their  tenure  was  fo- 
cage.  This  was  a  great  deviation  from  the  firft  in- 
flitution  of  military  fiefs ;  fo  great,  that  it  entirely 
altered  their  nature.  But  I  find  no  trace  of  any 
fuch  thing  in  the  times  that  I  write  of  5 .  nor  does  k 
appear,  that  it  extended  to  tenants  in  chief*  AU 
that  Sir  Thomas  Littelton  fays  of  fuch  tenants  is 
towards  the  latter  end  of  his  chapter  on  efcuage, 
after  having  treated  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
Sea.  IPX,  paid  by  their  vaffals:  "  But  (f  fucb  tenants^  as 
**  bold  of  the  king  by  efcuage j  wkich  were  not  with 
«*  the  king  in  Scotland^  the  king  himfe^  Jball  have 
*'  the  efcuage!^  Lord  Coke  fays,  in  his  notes  to  fe^. 
97.  of  the  fame  chapter,  "  Here  is  afecret  of  law 
•^  included^  that^  albeit  efcuage  uncertain  be  due  by 
'^  tenure  ;  yet  becaufe  the  ajfejfment  thereof  concerned 
**  fo  many  9  andfo  great  a  number  of  the  fttbjelfs  of  the 
^*  realm^  it  could  not  be  ajfeffed  by  the  kingj  or  by  any 
**  other  but  by  parliament ;  and  this  was  by  comman 
**  law**  He  adds,  "  No  efcuage  was  ajfeffed  by  par- 
♦*  liament  Jince  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Second."^* 
Neverthelcfs  it  appears,  that,  when  Littelton  wrotQ, 

it 
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It  was  the  common  opinion,  that  it  (hould  be  fo  book  ir* 
aflefled.     And  he  fecms  to  fpeak  of  it  as  law.  ^— ^ 

Lord  Coke  alfo  fays,  "  Atid  it  is  to  be  obferved,  sea.  97,     '^ 
**  that,  if  he  that  holds  of  the  king  by  cfcuage  go-^ea««'^'« 
**  etb,  or  findeth  another  to  go  for  him,  with  the 
'*  king,  &c.  then  he  (hall  have  efcuage  of  his  tfc- 
*'  nants,  that  hold  of  him  by  fuch  fervice,  "whicb 
**  muft  be  ajfejfsd  by  parliament.    But  if  the  king's 
**  tenant. goeth  not  with  the  king,  then  he  fliall  pay 
**  for  his  default  efcuage,  and  Jhall  have  no  efcuage 
**  cf  bis  tenants.**    This  latter  affertion  is  falfe ;  for 
Mr.  Madox  fays,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  **  when  the  lord,  holding  in  capite^  did  pcrfonal 
*•  fervice    in  the   king*s  army,  or  paid^  or  becmne 
*^  duly  charged  with  bis  efcuage  to  the  king\  be  was 
•*  entitled  to  bave  efcuage  of  bis  tenants  for  the  fees 
'V  which  they  held  of  him,   and  which  be  held  of  the 
•*  king  in  capite**     And  this  he  proves  by  records. 
For  inftance,    in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third, 
Henry  de  Braybrok  had  a  writ  of  aid  direfted'  to 
the  iherifF,  to  dijlrain  the  knights  who  held  of  him  the 
fees  J  which  he  held  of  the  king  in  capite^for  the  efcuage 
which  be  flood  charged  with  at  the  Exchequer.     Mr. 
Maddox  adds,  "  that  in  the  elder  times,  in  cafe  the 
*^  lord  was  entitled  to  receive  efcuage  of  his  tenant^ 
^*  fuch  efcuage  was  ufually  coUe&ed  by  the  lord 
"  per  manumfuamy  who  ufed  to  jufticiatc  or  diftrain 
^*  his  tenants  to  pay  it.     Whether  it  was  all  along^'- ^^''*^\ 
^'  neceffary  for  the  lord  to  have  the  king's  leave  orcAe.  iba?2i 
•^  authority  to  coUeft  his  efcuage,  per  manum  fuam^  9- 
**  or  no;  fuch  leave  or  authority  was  fometimes 
*^  granted  to  particular  lords.- *    But  he  (hews,  that 
afterwards  efcuage  was  colleiled  by  the  fheriffs  of 
the  counties.      "  In  the  twenty-feventh  year  of 
**  Henry  the  Third,  when  efcuage  was  granted  to  the 
^*  king  by  the  common  council  of  the  realm^  writs  were 
^*  awarded  to  the  IherifFs  of  the  counties,  comman- 
K  k  4  ''  ding 
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BOOK  n.it  ding  them  to  take  inquifition  by  oath  6f  kn^hcs, 
*■  ^  ***  and  lawful  men,  to  find  what  lands  wer^  holden 
*'  of  the  king,  pr  of  others  who  heW  of  the  king 
•*  in  capite^  whether  of  the  new  feoffment  pr  the 
**  old,  and  to  diftrain  the  tenants  of  fuch  fees,  to 
*'  pay  their  efcuagc  for  the  fame." 

P.  438.  But  asTi^or  came,  and fubmitted  bis  caufe  to 
the  council,  it  gave  a  reafonable  prejudice  in  bis  be- 
half: his  adverfary  was  cenfured  as  guilty  of  con- 
tumacy ;  and  after  a  proper  examination  of  witnef* 
feSy  he  was  declared  to  have  been  duly  eleSed. 
That  he  was  duly  clcfted,  I  will  not  affirm  ;  but 
certainly  the  pre-engagement,   which   it    appeared 
that  the  cardinals  of   Alexander's  party  had  teid 
themfelves  under  before  the  eleftion,  was  contrary 
v.Rtdcvicum,  to  the  liberty  required  by  the  canons.     And  if  the 
fc  u.  c.5i.  7  «•  nobility,  people,  and  clergy  of  Rome  had  aright 
to  interfere  in  it  (as,  notwithftanding  the  Bull  of 
Pope  Innocent  the  Second,  I  prefumc   they  had), 
'    Viftor,  whom,  it  feems,  they  all  inclined  to  fup- 
port,  may,  upon  the  whole,  have  had  a  majority  of 
votes  in  bis  favor.     But  though  mention  is  made, 
in  fome  of  the  letters  which  juftify  his  eleftion,  of 
their  having  very   ftrongly  declared  themfelves  on 
his  fide,  yet  the  principal  ftrefs  was  not  laid  upon 
that,  but  upon  the  difqualification  of  the  cardinals 
his  opponents,  by  the  oaths  they  had   taken  ,•  be- 
caufe,  I  fuppofe,  to  deny  the  authority  of  a  papal 
decree  wa^  not  thought  prudent ;  and  the  other  plea 
was  fufficient  to  prevail  on  the  council  to  deternsme 
for  Viftor* 

•  P.  447.  And  prevailed  upon  them  to  celebrate  the  form 
of  a  marriage,  or  public  and  folemn  ^paufals,  between 
Henry  his  Son,  not  yet  fix  years  old,  and  Margaret 
gf  Frmce,  who  was  Jiill  a  ycunger  infant* 

Digct 
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Diceto  fays,    that  Prince  Henry  at  this  time  Was  BOOK  ir. 
fevcn  years  old;  but  this  muft  be  a  miftake  ;  for^71)iceto 
(as  Ke  tells  us  himfelf  in  another  place)  that  prince  imag.  Hift. 
was  born  on  the  laft  day  of  February,  in  the  year  ^^^*"'^- "^' 
1 155  ;  with  which  date  of  his  birth  the  other  con-       .  ^' 
temporary  hiftorians  agree.      The  fame  author  fays, 
that  the  princefs  of  France  at  this  time  was  three 
years  old  ;  but  1  ihould  fuppofe  her  older ;  becaufe 
I  think  that  King  Henry  would  hardly  have  defired 
to  have  her  fent  into  Normandy,    while  fhe  was  at 
the  bread  of  her  nurfe,  as  Ihe  muft  have  been  in  the 
year  1158,  if  fhe  was  but  three  years  old  in  ii6o* 
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N"  I.  ^L^ 

This  refers  «» 
vol.  iL  p.  S5J* 

Cbarta  ConventiGnum  inter  Regent  Stepbanum^ 
et  Henricum  filium  Matilda  Imperatricis^  de 
fuccejjione  Regni  Anglia. 

STEPHANUS  Rex  Anglise  Archicpifcopis,Jj^«^P«!- 
Epifcopis,  Abbatibus,  Comitibus,  Jufticiariis,  ^^^^  ^ 
Vicecomitibus,  BaronibuSi  et  omnibus  FidelibusJ-Brompcon^ 
fuis  Anglic,  Salutem.  ^  SSS>t^ 

Sciatis  quod  ego  Rex  Stcphanus  HenricumDuccmp.  1037. 
Normanniie^  poft  me  fuccefforem  regni  Anglian   ci 
haeredcm  meum  jure  hafrcditario  conftitui,  et  fie  ei  et 
bopredibus  fuis  regnum  Anglian  donayict  coniirmavi, 

Dujc 


5o8  APPENDIX   TO     THE     LIFE 

BOOK  II.  Dox  vero,  propter  hunc  honorem,  et  donation  em 
^  ^  '  ct  confirmaiionem  fibi  a  me  faftam,  homagium  mihi 
.  ct  iacramento  £e€urit4te^i  fecit ;  fcilicet,  quod  fidelis 
mihi  erir,  et  vkam  et  konore«i  meum  pro  fuo  peffe 
cuftodiet  per  conventiones  inter  iios  prgelocutas, 
quas  in  hac  Carta  continentur.  ^  Ego  etiam  fecuri- 
tatem  facramento  fluci  feci,  quo(3  vitam  et  honorem 
ei  pro  poffe  meo  cuftodiam,  et  ficut  filium  et  ha^re- 
dem  meum  in  omnibus,  in  quibyis  poteiro,  'eum  ma- 
nutenebo,  et  cuftodiam  contra  omnes  quos  potero, 
Williclmus  autem  filius  meus  hGmr.gium  et  fecuri- 
liitem  Duci  Normannias  fecit,  et  Dux  ei  conceffit  ad 
tenendum  de  fe  omnc^  terras,  cjuas  ego  tenui  ante- 
quam  regnum  Angliae  adeptlis  eflem,  five  in  Anglia, 
five  in- NormaBi>ia,'five  in  aliis  lecis;  et  quicquid 
cum  filra  Warcnnice  Comitis  accepit,*  five  in  Artg- 
lia,  five  in  Normanliia,  et  quicqiwd  ad  honores  illos 
pertinet ;  et  de  omnibus  terris,  villis,  et  burgis,  et 
redditibus,  quos  Dux  in  dominio  fuo  inde  nunc 
habct,  et  nominatim  de  illis  qua?  pertinent  ad  ho- 
norem Comitis  Warrenniae,  Willielmum  filium  meum 
et  homines  illius,  qui.de  lx>nore  illo  funt,  plenarie 
fayefiet,  et  nominatim  de  Cailello  de  Belencumbre, 
et  caflro  Mortni-maris ;  ita  fcilicet,  quod  Reginaldus 
de  Warrenniq,  cafti'um  de-  Belencumbre,  et  caftruip 
'Mortul-maris  cuftodiet,  fi  voluerit^  et  dabit  inde 
>  "Duci  obfu  cs :  fi  vero  noluerit,  alii  de  ligiis  homini- 
bus  Comitis  Warrenni^e,  quos  Dux  volucrit,  fimiliter 
per  falvos  obfidcs  et  falvam  cuftodiam  eadera  caftra 
cuftoJient. 

Alia  vero  caftra,  quse  pertineiit  ad  Comitein 
Moretonia^,  Dux  ei  redder  ad  voluntatem  meam,  cum 
poterit,  per  falvam  cuftodiam  et  per  falvos  obfides  ; 
Ita  quod  omnes '  obfides  reddantur  filio  meo  quiete, 
quando  Dux  Regnum  Anglian  habebit* 

Incrementum  etiam  quod  ego  Williel mo.  filio  meo 

dedi,  ipfe  Dux  ei  conceflit,  caftra  fcilicet  et-viljasde 

Narwico  cum  feptingentis  libratis  terrae,    ita  quod 

7  redditus 
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reddkns  de  No#wi<i(>  iftfraillas  feptingentas  libratas  book  Yt. 
'     compiitetur ;  •  et    totum   'Comitattim   de  Northfolk/' 
;    prsBtrrilla  qua&  penii\eDt.^  dil  Ecclefias  et  Prtelatos, 
et  Abbates,  e^CottfSte;^-,  et  ripmioarita  pfa?tef  teftivint 
deiiatiut*'*it)de'^ug6?teigotu6  '€flf  Clomes  (faWa  et 

.  Itetti,  ad.t-iEe^ifS^km'gr^tifrfti  ttieam  et  dil^to*  •. 
gem,  dedit  ei  Pux,  WcoiKcffit  ^hinia^quoe  Rfcheriii 

•  de  Acyjila-ha-be^bftt  d%.  hoiU)rc.4?hfeDeffeli.  *  Er  pra- 
ter h*c  eVfra  et  villas  Telsnefl*elr#^erfilJum'  Paral 
niufi,  ^raeTter  c^ft'fti'  er  vilfas  ^e*  Dtevpfe,  .et  qtfod'^aki 
honofdm  de :  Dc^rte'^p^tinelt,  -Eecjffiam  de  Faufeihi^nt  .  * . 
Gumpertinentii^fois  -Dux  d^#toa'vftj  •  ct  alia-aUisv, 
Ecok^is  a  me  d'^n  t;^>rtdditji  conpidi fana«  Ecclefiae^ 
etitteiicprifimatwt;.'*./     ".'  •     •       '•/ 

quam  ^fuerant,-  :pW).5lofioris,  ^t^tt^De'roiifc-  fuo^fecL 
homagiftui   ct    Tacraniaitiim  -ikiM  Yecerunt,    faflm 
coDRontianfbus  ime'r  ^im&v^b  ;Duc€fmiJ*a<5is ;'   cfet^i' 
vero  qui  ;intea il^iifagii^rn  .'mihjt.ifft|ferttnt,^de}itatCTi.  \' 
miHifecenint,:*fi(Sm.^Srn^^^^  '  *•  .    *  ^  *      ' 

.Et'<f J)ux  £^  fraemiffis  reeed^refji/omnino  a  fervkto    .   , 

•  ^xis.  vp^i  ceffaretit  ^ticrfqu^  tjcifii^"  cbrrigeret  5  ''^iiis 
meus  etiam,  f(5cdTKltiiri;rc6nfiWtilfrtfii«li9ae^E^  fj^^. 
kide  ^^tineret,  fi  -Oftx  ar*p/sMiA4$^r<?ced'eret.'  -*,     .^. 

:  .Gomijtea  etium  et^B^bses'  mfei'ligmn*  HiMi^iglliii);'  . 
Ducr.fecerunt,  (alva'mca  fidelkut^  quaiWdiu 'Vixe¥b- 

•  .dt   regnum  tenueroy  limili;4ege,  qu<)d  fi'.egG  >a',pKe-    . 
diftis  recederem,    omoinotra  fertkio   mtk>  Ceffai^py 
quofque  errata  corrigeft?tn^    >  :;  ;  i  ..        ^        *^**: 

V  Gives,  etiam  civitatum,  ctho^9€'«  taftpb^uno,  qa2B 
Viin  dominio  meo  habeo,  ex  prdecepto  meo  bomagiuta*- 
tt»/lecuritatem  Duci  fecerjalit,  iT^fVa  -.fidditatc  "  mea 
qOaridiu  vixero  et*  reghumtjeu^dfoi  j-'ilii  .niHeifi^*  cpv 
caftVum   Walitigfopd    cuQ:ddiim^  •toe^agium    mihi^ 

(Wfxrat,  ct  dederunt.niihlQbfitff^a4'/6d;e!iifr1io 
^^  Vviaoda*' 
Ego 
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BOOK  II*      Egorerode  caftris  ct  murationibus  mds  fecurita^ 
'tern  talem  Duci,  ccHiiilio  fandaei  Ecclefise,  feci,    ne 
Dux   me  decendere^  per  hoc  damnum  aut  impedi- 
mentum  regDi  incurrac*  .  *i      • 

Item  turrts  Ld^idonienfis  Rkhardo  d€  Lvceio,  et 
mota  Windfores,  confilio  fandae  Ifcclefise^  ad  cufto^ 
dieQduip  traditie  fant^  Rickard|l[auftth  de  Luceio 
juravit  in  maiui  Archtepifeopit  ^t  Jn  cuflodia  filinfli 
fuum  ofafidem  dedic^^iiod  jDoft  vtfcvim  deceflum^caftra 
pr«difia  Duci  llMrfcret.    f    ♦  •  ^  •     •• 

t  Similiter,   coniilio  fandse  E^cldue,  Rogeftis  de 
Luceio  mocam  de  Qjconeford,  et  Jq^danus  de  Btifelcr 
'/firmitatem  Lincolnis^  cuitadiunt,   eti  Uffii  homines 
Ducis  funt,  et  juraverunt^  et  obfides  inde  dolemnt 
in  mv^u   ^chiepifcopi,'   quod,  "fi  ego  defegerem^ 
Duci  munitiones  ^nc  impedimcnto  redderent.'V, 
.  Egifcopiii  ^Wiiftojicnfv,  in»\Danu  Archie^ifTOpi 
Catttuariehfis,    coifHp\EpifcQpi  •affidavit,    <|uod,  ii 
cap  dccecjerera.  cafttUm*;^inR>ni«  et'  munitionem 
.  .Wraptonlafl)i3cii;eddcret.  \    /*   "^^  •  ; 

■  *  .  T^od*(ialiqVis«6^tp;qi;^busmu^^^ 
.  commiffa  fuerat,  gioco^tirr,  aut  a  cuftgdia  6\>i  dcpu* 
tata  rccederet,"  ccnifil^ianftae  Eccljpfi«  alius -cufton  • 
ibi  ^atuerttur,  priufquam  ille  T«?deret. 
'.•**  8i  vero  aliqtis  de*irf)s^ '^Mi  Aeas  munitiondS^eufto- 
diimtpi  ^cgiititmax  vel    rebei^is  extiterit,    de  caftris 
Itf&icct,  quse   ad  coronam  pertinent,   coramurii.  con- 
filio ego  et.9ux  nos  inde  c^ntinebimus,  quoufque  ad 
toluntatc'raTjitriufquc  nofl:K\m  cogatur  fatisfacere. 
.•'4\rAiiepi^copi,  Epifcopi,  atque  Abbatcs  de  regno 
Ati^ise,   ex.'praccepto  meo,  fidelitatem  facramento 
Puci  fecerunt.  .     •' 

Illi  quoque,  qui  in  regno  AngUae  Epifcopi  deirf* 
ceps  fient,  vel  Abbatcs,  idem  facicnt. 

Arcbiepifcopi  Tcro  et  Epifcopi,  ab  utrac^fue  parte, 
in  manu  oep^nti  quod^  t  qui$  noftram  a  praedidii 
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conventionibus  recederet>  tamdta  cum  cum  ecdcfiaf-^BOQK  it. 
tica  juftitia  coercebunt^  quoufque  errata  corrigat^  ct        *     -^         | 
ad  prsedidam  pa^nem  obfervandam  redeat. 

Pater  etiam  Ducis,  et  ejus  uxor,  et  fnures  ipfius 
Ducis,  et  omnes  fui,  .quos  ad  hoc  applicare  potexit^ 
base  aflecurabunt. 

In  negotiis  auteib  regni  ego  coniilio  Duds  opera* 
bor. 

Ego  vero  in  toto  regpp  Anglise^  tarn  in  parte 
Ducis  quam  in  parte  meaj  Jufticiw  exercebo  r^« 
lem. 

Teftibus  hiis  omnibus, 

Theobaldo  Archiepifcopo. 

Henrico  Wintonienfi  Epifcopo* 

Roberto  Exonicnfi  Epifcppo.  ^ .  ^^'ij 

Roberto  Bathonienfi  Epifcopo. 

Golecinp  Saleiburienii  Epifcopo* 

Roberto  Lincolnienfi  Epifcopo 

Hilario  Ciceftrenfi  Epifcopo.  I  , 

WiUielmo  Norwicenfi  Epifcopo* 

Richardo  London  Epifcopo. 
f      NigcUo  Elyenfi  Epifcopo. 

Gyleberto  *  Hardefordenfi  Epifcopo*  *  SkijfkJttJ 

Johanne  Wygornenfi  Epifcopo.  ^ 

Waltcro  Ceftrenfi  Epifcopo. 

Waltero  Roffenfi  Epifcopo. 

Galfrydo  de  S.  Afaph  Epifcopo.!^ 

Roberto  Priore  Bcrmundfey. 

OtunMiliteTcmpli. 

Willielmo  Comite  Ciceftrefxfi, 

Roberto  Comite  I-eyceftrenfi. 

Willielmo  Comite  Glouceftrenfi. 

Raynaldo  Comite  Cornvalliae. 

Baldcwyno  de  Donyngton.  ''"'J 

Rogero  Harfordise. 

Hugone  Bygoto.  . 

Patricio  Saly&ericnfi. 
'    WiUielmo  de  Alba  Maria. 

Alberico 
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ftboK  w;  : 

^'  Aldertcio  C4mi(*% 

< 

Wlllielmd  Marte*. 
'  Jli^hardo  dt  Hntriez. 
.'--B^jgiRiridQ  de  War'rcnnl.  / 

Manafe  Bifet. 
:  Jdlyai>n^  d^  P6tt 

Richardo  de  Camavilla. 
.'Heftridbde.EOexe.  '         '  ' 
U-"^  ^    A]^  WcftiBonaftcriUia, 

This  is  refer- 
red  to  in  p. 

^  .'N-  IL  •  •'''' 

3O0« 
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C^r/^    Libertatuth  JingUne   Regis   Henrici   M. 

From  the  ^ed  ^oek  ^f  the  E^bequer. 

HE N R I C V5,  Dei gwia,  E^px  Anglia?,  Dux 
NormannisB  et  Aqwcania?,  Corner  Andegavije, 
baronibus  et  fidelibus  'feia,-    Fraacis    ci    Anglicis, 
•  fialutem.      ^,  -;    .    • 

V*  Sciatis  mc,  ad  bonor^m  Dei  ct  Sarwftae  Ecclefiae, 
et  pro  ccmmuni  emendatione  totius  rcgni  mei,  con- 
ceffiffe  et  reddid'ff  ,  et  prasfcnti  carta  mea  confir- 
raafle,  Deo  ec  Sandae  Ecclefia^^,  et  omnibus  comi- 
tibus  et  baronibas,  ct  omnibus  hominibus  meis, 
omnes  confuetudines,  quas  rex  Henricus,  avus  n^eus, 
CIS  dedit  et  concelEt.  Similiter  etiam  omnes  malas 
confuetudines,  quas  ipfc  delevit  et  remi6t,ego  remitto 
ctdeleri  concedo^  pro  me,  ct  haeredibus  meis* 

Quare  volo  et  firmiter  pra?cipio,  quod  .S^nfta 
Ecclefia,  et  omnes  comites  et  baron<es^  ef  opnes 
mei  homines,  omnes  illas  confuetudines^  et  dcna- 
tiones,  et  libertates,  et  liberas  confuetudine^^.  ha^ 
beant,  ct  tcncant  liberc  et  quiete,  bene  ct  iu  ^ace, 

■'.*'•     .  ■    et 
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et  mt?gre,  d^^ipe/et  haeredibus  meis,  fibi  et  hare-^o^K  il 

dibus  Tuis,  adco  libera,   et  quiete,    et  plenarie,   in^* ^ — ^ 

oiiiDibu?^  iicut  rex  Ifenricus,  avus  meus,    cis  dcdit 
jet  cqnceffit,  et  carta  fu&  confirmavit. 
Tefte  Ricardo  de  Luci. 


M<^     TTT  This  is  refer- 

•"-^        •^■*-*-  red  to  in  vol. 

ii.  p.^oa. 

P^tri  Blefenjis  Eplfl. 
Bp.  Lxvj.  Ad  Gualter.  Archiepifcopum  Tanormitanum. 


tulatis. 


EN  ED  ICTUS  Dominus  Deus,  &c.  &c. 

Qjuod  autem  ^  me  cum  omni  inftantia  pof- 
ut  formam  et  mores  domini   regis  Atiglige 
vobis  fub  certa  dcfcriptione  tranfmittam,  meas  qui- 
dem  facultates  excedit :    ad  hoc  enim  fatis.infuffi- 
cien?  videretur  Mantuani  vena  ingenii.     Ego  tamen 
qVK)d  fgio  vobis  iine  invidia  et  detraftione  commu- 
nice     De  David  legitur,  ad  commendationem  de- 
coris  ejus,  quoniam  rufus  erat.     Vos  autem  dominutn 
regem   fybrufura    haftenus    extrtiffe   noveritis,    tiifi 
quia  cplprem  hunc  venerabilis  fencftus,  et  fuperve- 
niens  canines   aliqu^ntulum  alteravit.     Statura   ejus 
incdiocris  eft,  ut  et  inter  parvos  magnus  appareat, 
pec  inter  majores  minimus  videatur.      Caput   ejus 
fph^ijicum  eft.,  tanquam  fapienti^e  magnse  fedes^  et 
ajju  copfilii  fpeciale  facrarium.     Ea  vero  eft  capitis 
flli^ntitas,  ut  colic  et  toti  corpori  proportionali  mo- 
^eratione  refpondeat.      Oculi  ejus   orbiculan   funf, 
^um  pacati  eft  animi,   columbini  et  fimplices:    fed 
in  ira  et  turbatione  cordis  quafi  fcintillantes  ignem 
et   in   impetu    fulminantes.      Csefaries  ejus    damna 
calvitii    non    vcretur,    fuperveniente  tamen    artifici 
Vol.11.  LI  capillorunti 
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BOOK  n.capillorum  tonfura.  Lconma  fades  quafi  10  qua- 
^  ^drangulum  fe  diktat.  Eminenria  naris  ad  totius 
rorporis  venulhtcm  naturali  eft  moderatione  pro* 
penfa.  Arcuati  pedes,  equeftres  tibis,  thorax  ex- 
tetifior,  lacerti  pugilcs,  virum  fortcm,  agilem,  et 
audacem  deauncianc :  in  quodam  tamen  arcicnlo 
pedis  ejus  pars  unguis  innafcitur  carni,  atque  in  con- 
tumeliam  totius  pedis  vehementer  increfcit*  Manns 
ejus  quadam  groflitie  fua  hominis  incuriam  protef- 
tantur.  Earum  enim  cultam  prarfus  negligic ;  nee 
unquam,  nifi  aves  deferat,  utitur  chyrothecis.  Sin- 
gulis diebus  ki  niifCs,  in  confiliis,  et  aliis  publicis 
aftionibus  regni.  Semper  a  uiane  ufque  ad  vefperam 
flat  in  pedes.  Et  licet  tibias  habeat  frequenti  per- 
cuffione  calcitrantium  equorura  enormitcr  vnlne- 
ratas  et  lividas,  niG  tamen  equitet,  vel  comedat, 
nunqqam  fedet.  Una  die,  fi  opus  fuerit,  quatuor 
aut  quinque  dia^tas  cxcurrit,  et  fie,  inimicorura 
jnachinamenta  praeveniens,  artcs  eorum  frequenter 
inopinata  fubitatione  deludit.  Ocreis  fine  plica, 
pileis  fine  faftu,  et  veftibus  utitur  expeditis.  Ve- 
I  jbemcns  amator  nemorum,  dum  ceflat  a  pra^liis,  in 

I  ;ivibus  et  canibus  fe  exercet.     Caro  fiquidem  ejus 

I  fe  mole  pinguedinis  enormiter   oneraffet,    nifi  quia 

vcntris  infolentiam  jejuniis  et  exercitio  domat,  at- 
que in  afcendendo  equum,  et  in  cxcurrendo,  levi- 
tarem  adolefcentia?  fervans  potentifliimos  ad  laborem 
liiigulis  fere  diebus  itinerando  fatigat.  Non  enim, 
licut  alii  reges,  in  palatio  fuo  jacet,  fed  per  provin- 
cias  currens  explorat  fafta  omnium,  illos  potifiime 
judicans,  quos  conftituit  judices  aliorum.  Nemo 
eft  argutior  in  confiliis,  in  eloquio  torrentior,  fepu- 
rior  in  periculis,  in  profperis  timidior,  conftantior 
in  adverfis.  Queiii  femel  dilexit,  vix  dediligit: 
qucm  vero  fejnel  exofum  habuit,  vix  in  gratiam 
tamiliaritatis  admittit.  Semper  in  manibus  ejus  funt 
arcus,  enfes,  venabula,  et  fagitta^;  nifi  fit  in  con- 
filiis, aut  inllbrls.     Quoties  euim  poteft  a  curis  et 

folicitu- 
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ibiicitudinibus  refpirare,  fecrcta  fc  occupat  leftione,®^^^.  ^^; 
aut  in  cuneo  clericorum  aliquem  nodum  quseftionis^ 
]aborat  cvolvere.  Nam  cum  rex  vefter  bene  literas 
novcrit,  rex  nofter  longe  literatior  eft.  .  Ego  enim 
in  Htterali  fcientia  facultates  utriufque  cognovi. 
Scitis,  quod  dominus  rex  Sicili®  per  annum  difci- 
pulus  meus  fuir,  et  qui  a  vobis  verfificatoriae  atque 
iitteratorise  artis  primitias  habuerat,  pef  indpftriam 
ct  folicitudinem  meam  bepeficium.fcientise  plcnioris 
obtinuit,  Quam  cito  aucem  egreffus  fum  regnum, 
.  ipfe  libris  abje£tis  ad  otiumfe  contulit  palatinum. 

Verumtamen  apud  dominum  regem  Anglorum, 
€|Uotidiana  ejus  fchola  eft  litteratifTimorum  conver- 
fatio  jugis,  et  difcuffio  qujeftionum.  NuUus  rege 
noftro  eft  honeftior  in  loqucndo,  in  comedendo 
urbanior,  moderatior  in  bibendo.  Nullus  magnifi* 
centior  in  donis^  nullus  munificentior  in  eleemo- 
fynis:  ideoque  quafi  unguentum  efFufum  eft  nomen 
ejus,  et  eleemofynas  illius  enarrat  omnis  Ecclefia 
Sanftorum.  Rex  nofter  pacificus,  viftoriofus  in 
bellis,  gloriofus  in  pace:  fuper  omnia  defiderabilia 
hujus  muridi  zelatur  et  procurat  pacem  populi  fui. 
Ad  pacem  populi  fpeitat  immenfitas  ilia  pecunia- 
rum,  quam  donat,  quam  recipit,  quam  congregat, 
quam  difpergit*  In  rauris,  in  propugnaculis,  in 
munitionibus,  in  foffatis,  in  claufuris  ferarum  et 
pifcium,  et  in  palatiorum  sedificiis  nullus  fubtilior, 
nullufque  magnificentior  iuvenitur.  P^ter  ejus,  po- 
-tentiffimus  et  nobiliffimus  comes,  fines  faos  amplif- 
iirae  dilatavit :  fed  ifte  patris  facultatibus  fuperadT 
dens  in  fortitudine  manus  fuse  ducati^m  Ngrmannia?, 
ducatum  Aquitania,  ducatum  Britannisp,  rpgpunj 
Angliae,  regnum  Scotise,  regnum  Hyberniaj,  feg- 
num  WalUsB,  paternse  magnificeniise  titulos  inaejlir 
mabiliter  ampliavit.  Nullus  manfueiior  eft  aflpiid^is, 
nullus  affabilior  paupei:ibus,  nullus  importabilio^ 
eft  fuperbis  :  quadam.  enim  divinitatis  imaging 
femper  ftuduif  opprimere  faftuofos,  pppr^flas  erigere| 
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BOOK  iLct  adverfus  fupcrbiae  tnmbrem  cominua^   perfe<m- 
*^       ^'  ""^tiones  ct  exitiales  moleftias  fufcitare#    Cum  autcra 
juxta  regni  confuecudinem  in  eledionibas  faciendis 
potiffimas  ct  potentiffimas  habeat  partes,  babuit  ta- 
men  femper  manus  ab  omni  yenalitate  innoxias  et 
.    iitimuues*     Ha$  et  alias  tarn  animi  quam  corporis 
dotes,  quibus  ipfum.  natura  egrcgie  pne  ca^eris  in- 
fignivit,    tango  fummotenus,   non  defcribo:    meam 
inim     profiteer    infufficientiam,    crederemque    fub 
tanta  fudare  materia  Tullium,  aut  Maronem.     Illud 
fane  tantillum,  quod  de  forma  et  mOrtbos  ejus,*  ad 
inftantiam  veftram,  brevker  deltbaTi,    mihi  temeri- 
tati  a  pluribus  adfcribetur :    vidcbor  enim,  aut  onus 
importabile  prasfumpliffe,  aut  plurimum  dc  ftiagni* 
ficentia  t<inti  viri   per  invidentiaih  rccidifle.     Ego 
tamen  veftras  ferviens  caritati,   quod  poflum  facio^ 
ct  quod  fcio  veftrse  poftulationi  promptiflima  volun- 
tate    communico,    atque  tntcr  caeteros    nH^gaificos  . 
viros,    qui  de   laudibus  domiui   mei   fcribunt,   ego 
cum  paupere  vidua  minutum  devotionis  gazopbyla^ 
'  cium  mitto.     Quod  autem  dc  morte  beati  martyris 
quseritis,  in  verbo  domini  et  in  ordinc  diaconi  vobid 
dico,  me  nullo  modo  habere  in  confciemia,  ipfum 
hujus  rei  culpabilem  exftitiffe:  hujufque  fideip  ple- 
niflimam    vobis  facient  dominus  Theodinus  Portu^ 
enfis  epifcopus,    ct  dominus  Albertus  CanceUarius, 
qui  propter  hoc  in  partibus  noftris  Icgatione  fun- 
gcntes.cxploraverunt,  et  innocentiam  viri  cognove- 
runt,    acque   fub    umbra   iiiius   hoc    a   quibuftlara 
attentatum    fuiffe,     toramque    banc    iniquitatem    a 
fanftuario  proceffiffe.     Accepta  fiquidem  ab  eis  ca- 
nonica  purgatione   illius,    ilH    de   mand^to    fummi 
pontificis  publice  fententiavcrunt,  cum  ab  hoc  cri- 
mine  coram  Deo  et  hominibus  effe  innoxium,  et  in 
quofdam  magnates,  quorum  malitiam  in   hac  parte 
manifefte  conviceranr,    notam  infamiafe    retorferunt. 
Illud  quoque  noveritis,   dominum  regem  gloriofum 
ip^rtyrcm  in  oirinibus  anguftiis  fuis  patjronura  ha- 
bere 
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bcre  praecipuum.    Eadem  fiquidem  die,  qua  pritno®^^^^^- 
tumulum  martyris  vifitavir,  regem  Scoriae  perfecu-^      "^ 
torem  et   impugnatorem   fortiffimum,    captura   vin- 
culis  carceralibus  mancipavit.     Cotitinuatoque  dein- 
ceps  favore  fucceffuum.  ope  martyris  de   univerfis 
boftibus  gloriofilfime  triumphaVit.       Sciatis    igitur 
certUEme,  quod  caritatem  illam,   qua   fe  olim  rex 
et  martyr  itiutuo  dilexeruot,    neque    mors    tieque 
gladius  abolevit:    fortis  enim  eft  dileftio,  ut  mors: 
et  cum  omnia  tranfeant,    caritas  nunquam  excldit. 
Ha?c  eft  porta  fpeciofa,  quae  in  fubverfione  Hieni- 
falem  integra  et  intafta  permanfit:    cumque  omnia 
evacuentur  hi  morte,  dileftio  in  morte  non  moritur, 
cujus    fortitudini    mors  fuctpumbit.^    Regnum  qui- 
dem  Anglian,,  quod  adverfus  regem  Stepbanum  arrai^ 
ftrehuiffimum    fudoribus    obtinuerat    bellicis,     licet 
adolefcentulus  et  contemptus^  filii  ejus,  confilio  et 
auxilio  regum  et  principum  circumjacentium,  gravl 
feditione  turbaverant.     Ipfe  antem  deftitutus  fuis,  et 
ab  extraneis  impugnatus,  illo  afpiratite,    in   cujus 
Tirtute  unus  fugat  decern  miliia,  pr«valuit  univerfis^ 
deditque  in   manus  ejus  hoftes  fuos  Dominus,    ad 
alligandos  reges  eorum   in  compcidibus,   et  nobiles 
eorum  in  manicis  ferreis.    lile,.  qui  convertit  corda 
ftliorum  ad  patrem,  ipfos  in  affeAione  filiali  riuttU 
ens  fedem  patris  in  tepipofa  lohga  ftabili^t,  it  faciat 
paqem.     Scio  enim,  quod  .fi  bclla  iterum  fofcitaVe* 
rint  in  parentenl,  fuccidet  eos  dotninus.     Natti  Dei 
ju<iicio  et  lege  fa  tali  fancitura;  eft,  ut  quicun^tte  de 
confanguinitate  ilHus  beilis  ipruni  impugnare  pvee^ 
fumpferit,  nott  dimidiet  dieS.  Tubs.     Hoc  ^utem  in 
libfo  experienti^  jam  de  mtiltis^.  legitous,    et  fid* 
^culata  cognoYimu^. 
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NO T U  M  lit  omnibus  tarn  praefentibus  quant 
futurisi  quod  hoc  modo  fafta  pax  inter  Lodo- 
wicuna  regem  Francie,  ct  regcm  Anglic  Henricum. 
Rex  Lodowicds  reddidit  regi  Anglic  omnia  jura,  et 
tcncmenta  Henrici  regis  avi  fui,  que  tenebat  die 
qua  ftiit  vivus  ac  mortuus,  plcne  et  integre ;  ex- 
cepto  Wilcaflino.  Et  de  Wilcaffino  temanfit  regi 
Anglie  feodum  archiepifcopi  Rotomag*,  et  feodum 
comiii§  ligicum  de  feodo  Britollii,  ct  feodum  comi- 
tJs  Ebr'.  Et  totum  remaqens  Wilcaflipi  regi  Fran- 
cie  J  hoc  modo,  quod  ipfp  illiid  remanens  dedit,  et 
conceffit  Hiaritagiqm  cum  filia  fua  filio  regis  Anglie 
habendum.  Et  eum  inde  feifiendum,  ab  affump- 
tione  beate  Marie  proxima  port  pacera  faftam,  in 
tres  annos,  et  fi  infra  hunc  terminum  filia  regis 
Franclc  filio  regis  Anglie  defponfata  fuerit,  affenfu 
ft  CQnfenfu  Sandte  Ecclefie,  tunc  erit  rex  Anglie 
feyfitu$  de  doto  WilcaiTmo,  et  de  Caftellis  Wilaif- 
fini,  ad  opus  filii  fui.  Et  fi  filia  regis  Francie  infra 
hunc  ^  terminum  obierit,-  Caftella  ^t  Wilcaffinun^ 
rcdibuEt  ad  manum  regis  Francie ;  exceptis  tribus 
feodis^  que  femper  r^manebunt  regi  Anglie  foluta  et 
quiets.  Et  ifta  converitione,  quod  Caftella  rema- 
nebunt  in  cuftodia  militum  Tempfj,  ufque  ad  pr«-r 
diftum  terminum :  et  habebunt  rcdditus  ad  Caftella 
cuftpdienda,  quae  r0x  Francie  in  cjoitiinio  habebat, 
Dt.  interim,  rex  Francie  Bab^bit  inde  juftipiam^*  ^\. 
homagia,  et  fervicium.'  Et  Gocclinus  Crifpipps. 
et  Goellius  de  Vaudemonte  reverfi  fiint  in  homagia 
regis  Francie,  de  eo  quod  habent  in  Wilcaflino,  et 
debent  habere  de  ipfo.  Et  fi  rex  Francie  habuerit 
querelam  verfus  eos,  que  fit  ad  jufticiam  corporis, 
vjcj  membrorum,  five  exheredacionem,  five  mag- 
.  nam  gravamen  pecunic,  per  confilium  regis  Anglie 

deducetur, 
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<3educetur.  Per  iftam  convenciofaem  Gaftellum  Sti--'^o^'^  i^- 
pinnei  profternetur,  infra  feftum  San<fti  Johannis. 
Comes  Ebr'  ^Aimon  reverfus  eft  in  homagium  regis 
Francic ;  ef  lerviciuin  quiete  in  hominibus  et  caf- 
tellis  fuis,  et  caftella  fua  ei  qiiieta  remanebunt ; 
ficut  ceteri  barones  Francie  caftella  fua  quieta  ha* 
bent.  Et  rex  folvit,  et  quietos  clamavit  homines  ejuf- 
dem.comitis  omnes,  a  juramento  quod  ci  fecerunt;  et 
ipfum  comitetn  fimiliter  abfolvit,  de  eo  quod  ad 
regem  Francie  pertinet.  Et  idem  comes  Ebr'  babe- 
bit  omnia  jura  fua  de  iforefta  Aquiline,  ficut  jurats 
fuerunt  per  fervientes  regis  Francie,  et  ipfius  co- 
mitis.  Sed  fi  inter  eos  orta  fuerit  querela,  per  jura- 
menta  hominum  et  regis  et  comitis,  qui  Hoc  jurave- 
runt,  ex  precepto  regis,  et  fine  mala  voluntate  ejus 
recognitum  erit.  Et  de  domo  Sanfti  Leodegarii,  fi 
comes  eum  requiCerit,  de  cuftodia  ejufdem  domus 
rex  ei  reftum  tenebit.  Preterea  rex  Francie  reddi- 
dit regi  Anglie  omnia  jura  et  tenementa  comitis 
Piftavenfis,  excepta  Tolofa;  hoc  modo,  quod  rex 
Anglie  conceffit  de  Tolofa  trevias,  ufque  die  primo 
Pentecoft  poft  pacem,  in  unum  annum,  pro  amore 
regis  Francie,  comiti  Sanfti  Egidii;  falvo  honore 
fuo,  fiiie  malo  ingenio,  et  fine  fua  et  fuorum  here- 
dum  exheredacione.  Et  quicquid  rex  Anglie  habe- 
bat  de  honore  Tolofe,  et  Cadurco,  et  Cadurcino,  ea 
die  qua  pax  fadta  fuit,  eidem  regi  Anglie  remane- 
bit ;  et  fi  comes  Sanfti  Egidii  infra  hunc  terminum 
regi  Anglie,  vel  fuis  hominibus,  de  predifto  honore 
Tolofe,  vel  Cadurci,  forisfecerit,  et  ad  marchia  in 
termino  convenienti  non  emendavcrit,  rex  Francic 
inde  ulterius  fe  non  intrpmittet.  Et  fi  comes  de 
Bargelim'  et  Trencavel',  et  ceteri  homines  regis 
Anglie  illius  patrie,  noluerint  in  trewis  iftis  eiTe,  et 
gwerram  fecerint  comiii  Sanfti  Egidii,  rex  Anglic 
non  juvabit  eos  infra  hunc  terminum  contra  iftam 
^onvencionem. 

3  Concedo 
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Exc',  Philippo  BaiocenP,  Rogcro  Sag^nfi,  Hugcne 
Dunelm'  Epifcopo,  Thoma  Cancellar;  €omite  Flan- 
drcnf,  Teodorico  Comite,  Heririco  Comite  Sue- 
fionenf,  Comite  Belli  Montis,  Teodor*  WilcriaDno, 
Willielmo  Pavet,  Magiftro  Templi  et  Fratribus» 
Otton*  de  Sando  Ludonir*,  Gilbert©  de  Laci,  Ri' 
cardo  de  Hafting',  Petro  Epifcopo,  Roberto  de 
Piro,  Willielmo  fratrc  regis  Anglie,  Comite.  Mil- 
let'ino^  Ricardo  de  Humct,  Jordano  Taxo* 
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f 


r  *r 


^ 


1^ 


/ 


D  iJ  \J%.\0  ^  O  i9f»» 


